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JUNE
Friday
"For' me, Summer Vacatioh is basim“?‘ a 'I'}\rcc-moh{‘h
SuiH' ‘h“i?.

Just because the weather’s hice, e‘-‘er)(one exFec‘l's

ou to be outside all da ”-Frolir.kihan or whatever.
;'Q,hd i ?(ou cioh"r sPeh& E‘-‘?_l'f Secohd ou‘f&oors,
?eo?k +hink there’s sama-ﬂ'\iha wrong with you-
But the truth is, The alwu?(s been more of an
indoor person.

The way T like 4o sPchc! Py Summer vacation s in
front of the TV, ?l"‘?"'“ﬂ video games with the
curtains closed and +the lisl-rbs turned off.




Uhfor‘l‘uho.‘l‘e'l?(, Mom's idea of the Perfec‘l' Summer

vacation is different from mine.

YOU SHOULD REALLY
LET SOME SUNLIGHT

Mo says i's not “natural” for a kid 4o sta
indoors when it's sunhy out. T +ell her that T'm
Just +r}!}n3 to protect ry skin so T don* look
all wrihk'l?( when T'm old like her, but she doesnt

want 4o hear it

Mom keev?s -I‘r?dhs to get me to do Samﬁ'}\ihs
outside, like go to the "‘Joo|. Bt T spent the
first part of the summer at my friend Rawleyis
?ooi, and that didnt work out so sood.



Rowle}e's fam.'if belohss to a couh'i'r?( cub, and
when school let out for the summer , We were

going there e\!er?f siha,le :!n?'.

Then we made the mistake of inVH'Ehs +his sirl
named Trista who just moved into our neighborhood.
T 'H\oua%'l' it would be r‘m]l)f nice of us to share our
couh-h’?( club |I-fes-l‘7|e with her. But five seconds
after we got fo +he ?ool , she met some li-fesuuré
and forgot all about the avys who invited her there.




The lesson T learned is that some Pe.aPle won+
think twice about using you, CS?tddH?( when
theres a couh'tr?l club involved.

Me and Rnwle?( were better off without a 3ir|
hdhaihﬂ around, anyway. We're both bachelors a+
'f!;\e mament, and Jurihs the summer i+'s better
+o be unattached.
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1‘5\ few Ja.?rs 490 T noticed the qun|E+7‘ of service
at the country club was starting to go down a
little. Like sometimes the temperature in the

sauhd was a few clesrees +oo 'ho‘i', and one +ime

the ?mlsiée waiter -For50+ ‘o ?u‘i' one of those
litte umbrellas in my fruit smoothie.



i re?or‘l'ed all my ccmPlaih‘l's to Rowle?fjs dad.

But for some reason Mr. Jefferson never Passe&

+them on 4o the clubhouse manager.

Which is kind of weird. Tf i+ was me who was
\deiha for a couh‘l‘r}( club membership, T4 want
+o make sure T was 3e++ih5 m?( mne?"s worth.

Ah?lwa)(, a little while later Rowkf told me he

wasnt allowed to invite me 1o his pool anymore,

whic}-. is fine wi—l'}\ ME. I‘m much }mPPier inside

m?! nir-cnhdi'ﬁoht& }wuse, where I &oh? }\a\re to
c}*.eck my soda can for bees e\.rery +ime -,I: g0 +o

take a sip.



Saturda

Like T said, Mom kee.?s +r)'ih5 to get me fo go to
+he Focl with her and my li+tle brother, Mqhh)(,
but the -H«ihs 155 r-?r 'Fdr-ﬂy be!oh‘gs 1o the TOWN
le’ not the country cub. And once vouve tasted
+he cnuh‘h')' club life, it's hard +o 90 back +o be.'hs
an or’climr)l Joe at the town ?ool.

Besides, last year T swore to myself that T
would never ge back to that ?ldce dscu"n- At the

towh \Faol ?'au have +o 90 ‘H‘ul"aus}\ the locker
room before rou can go swinmihs 3 and that means
walking through the shower area, where grown
men are sonPihs down n'sh‘{' out in the opeh.



The first +ime T walked +’nrou3“1 the men’s
locker room at the town Pool was one of the

most traumatic experiences of my life.

Am

Tm ?robnbiy |uciiy T didn% go blind. Seriously,
T don't see w:h}z Mom and Dad bother +o +r>f
and protect me from horror movies and stuff like
that if -H-.e?f‘re gohha expose me ‘o same.-ﬂ-xihﬁ
about a thousand times worse.

ke really wish Mom would stop askihs me to go to
the towh ?ool, because e\re.r)! +ime she does, it
P"'+S imnses in my mih& -H-\n+ I'\re been +r>fih3
hard +o Fors:‘r.



Suh_dn_

Well, now T'm DEFINITELY s-hnyihs indoors
for +he rest of the summer. Mom had a "house
meeting” last night and said money is tight this
)/t.ar' and we cant afford +o g0 +o ‘Hﬁe Jbr.u:l'.,
which means ho 'deiL?' vacation.

THAT reall:; stinks, T was uc-l'uali;; Iookfha
FORWARD 4o saihs to the beach +his summer.
Not becavse T like the ocean and the sand and
all of ‘H‘.q'h becavse T don+t. T realized a lohs
+ime ago +ho.+ all ‘H’\: world's ﬁsh and turtles and
whales go to the bathroom right there in the
ocedh. Ah& I seem to be ‘ﬂ\e orﬂ?' person who's

bothered ﬁy +his.




M),' brother Rodrick likes to tease me becauvse he
thinks T'm afraid of the waves. But Tm telling
?(ou, 'H'\u.‘f's not it at all.

Ahfwny; T was Iookfhs forward +o going to +he
beach because T'm ﬁmll}( +all ehouah to go on +he
Cranium Shaker, which is this really awesome ride
thats on the boardwalk. Rodrick's been on +he
Cranium Shaker at least a hundred times, and he

says you cant call ycursel{-" a man undil you ride it.




Mom said maybe if we “save our ?enn.'es" we can go
back 4o the beach next ?lenr Then she said wed
stil do a lot of fun stuff as a -Fa.ml?r and one dd?r

we Il look back on this as the “best summer ever.

Well, now T c-hlf have +wo ﬂ‘\ihas 4o look forward
4o this summer. One is m bir‘-thda.y, and the
other is when the last “Li'l Cutie” comic runs in
the paper. T don't know if T ever mentioned
+his before, but “Li'l Cutie” is the worst comic
ever. 'To si\re )rc-u an idea of wl\a‘i‘ I,m +a1kih3
d.bou-i', here:s what ran in +he paper +o&u7 —

Daddy, is rain just God sweating?




But here's the -H-\Jhsr Even 'ﬂ'\oug}s T hate "Li’l
Cutie,” T cant stop m}rsel-lf from readihs it, and

Dad cah’-h eiﬂ-\er. ]: guess we J'ius-t like seeihs
how bdd s,

"Li'l Cutie” has been around for at least 'l'}u‘r-l-y
'yanrsi uh& H“s written b -H'\is Suf ha.rned Bob
Post. Tve heard Li'l Cutie is based on Bob’s son
when he was a little kid.




But T guess how that the real Li'l Cutie is all
grown up, his dad’s }«.nvins, trouble coming up with

hew material.

A muPle of weeks ago +he newspaper announced
that Bob Post is retiring and the final "Ll Cutie”
is gonha be Prih-l-e& in Auaust Ever since then me
and Dad have been counting down the du?rs until
the last comic runs.

When the last “Li'l Cutie” comes out, me and Dad
will have o throw a Par‘l}g becauvse Som-l'hiha like

that deserves a serious celebration.



Monda

Even though me and Dad see eye to eye on “Lil
Cutie,” there are still a lot of ‘Phihss we butt
heads over. The big issue between us right now is
my sleep schedule. Pur.’he, the summer T like to
5'|'d}¢ up all h.'s!'rl' wn‘l'ﬂ‘.ir\s TV or ?lnyihs \h'cleo
games and then sleep through the morning. But
Dad gets kind of :rnbb?' if T still in bed when
he 3e+s home from work.
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Lately, Dads been cnll.’hs me at hoon to make sure
Tm not stil a.sleq:. So T J:ee? a ?ham b}t my bed

and use my best wide-awake voice when he calls.

I. +think Dad’s Jealous because }\e hns +to 90 +to
work while the rest of us get to kick back and
take it ensy e\rer‘y &ny.



But if "\a*s gohha be all 5rumP7 about it !ne
should just become a teacher or a snowplow
driver or have one of those Joﬁs where you get
Yo take summers off.

Moms not reull}z l:\cl?.'na improve Dad's mood,
either. She calls him at work about five times a
c!ny with uPda'h‘:s oh EVET’)I‘H‘\ihs +hat's going onh
around the house.

Tuesday

Dad got Mom a nhew camera for Mother's pa.?u
and lately she’s been +a1:ih3 lots of pictures. T
+hink it's because she feels suil-l‘?t about not
keePfhs up oh +he -Fo.mil}( ?ha-l‘o albums.



When m?( older brother, Rodrick, was a 5457 ;
Mom was +o+n||?! oh +°P of ‘H‘n'hss.

Kaboem !

Once T came a.lohs 7 4 quess Mom got busy, s0
from that Poih-{‘ on there are a lot of 9aps in
our official -anily Jhiﬁory.



R

S gy,

‘IJ‘V: learned +}\d+ ?hoi’o albums aren+t an accurate
record of what hc\??:h:& in your life, anyway.
Last ?(eur wjheh we were at +5ne bedchJ Mom
i::ough‘l' a bunch of fanc)x seashells at a 3.‘«?‘1’ s}woP,
and later on T saw her i::.-ry them in the sand

for Md'nh?( to “discover.”



Well, T wish T didn* see that, because it made
me re-evaluate m); whole childhood.

%wwﬂz%m%'

Toda)! Mom said T was look-‘ha sha\g&?’, so she
told me she was +nk.‘h3 me to get a haircut.



But T never would've nsreed Yo get mf hair ot if
T knew that Mom was taking me to Bombshells
Bmwl)/ Salon, which is where Mom and Gramma
get THEIR hair cut.

T have 4o snf, -Hmush, +he whole 5euu+}( salon
experience wasnt that bad. First of all, -!-he?r
have TVs all over the ?Id.ce, S0 you can watch a
show while You're waiting fo get ?ﬂ:ur hair cut.

Second, they have lots of 4abloids, those newspapers
ou See in -r(: checkout lines at grocery stores. Mom
says +abloids are full of lies, but T think theres
Some rea.ll?r important stuff in those things.
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Gramma is nlwn?!s bu?n'hﬁ tabloids, even kush

T"'ham &M‘hj‘{' G?Prﬂ-\"t. A -Few ‘HEEkS d.ao Grarnm

wasn+ ahswerihs ]her F}mhe. ; S0 Mom Sﬂ"‘ worrie.&

and drove over to Grammas +o see if s'ne was OK.

Cramma was ﬁhe, but s’ne wash+ ?ir.kih& up }\er

\P}-.ohe becauvse of sam%ih‘s s}me read.

CORDLESS TELEPHONES
EQA.SE THE MEMORY OF
THE ELDERLY.
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But when Mom asked Gramma where she got her

information y Gramma snid -

. THE NEW
Y{)RKTE“ES.

4

Grammas &03, Heh died rer.eh‘l'l , and ever since
+hen Gramma has }m& a lot of 'hme on her hands.

So Moms Jenlihs with stuff like the cordless Phahe
'l']‘ufhs a lot +hese &d?ls.

\Whenever Mom finds any tabloids at Gramma's
]\ouse . s\'\e takes -ﬂ-\em zame nhd +l-\rows 'H‘\e.m n
+he snrbnse. Last week I fished one out of the
trash and read it in my bedroom.

T sidd T did. T found ovt that North America
will be underwater within six months, so that kind
of takes the pressure off me to do well in school.



I }w& a 1oh3 wait at ﬂ\e {:e.au‘r?' sn[oh, but I
didn't really mind. T got to read my horoscope
and look at pictures of movie stars without their
mkeuP , 50 T was defih.‘-&ely entertained.

When I 301' my !'\m't' cut, I found out ‘H‘\e bes+
%inﬁ about the Laau-’r?z salon, which is the GOSSIP.
The ladies who work there know +the dirt on Just
about e_\'eryohe in_town.

...AND THEN MARLENE SAYS TO
VANESSA, "TIF YOU'RE GONNA GET
UP IN MY FACE, YOU'D BETTER BE

READY TO BACK IT UP!”

Unfortunately, Mom came +o Picfr. me. up riah'f in
the middle az’

a s’ror}( about Mr. Pefv?ers and his
new wI-Fe, w’no's ‘h-.-erﬁy ?rer.\rs ?fouhser +han \\irn.



Hope-ﬁ;lly my hair will grow out fast so T can
come back and hear the rest of the story.

Fri&n}{

T +hink Moms starting to regret -I'nkihs me to
get my hair cut the other da?(. The ladies at
Bombshells introduced me +o soap operas, and how

Tm 'l'o-l'ally' hooked.

Yes+ercla7‘ T was in the middle of my show,
and Mom told me I had +o 4urn off +}\e ™
and find sone‘l‘hihs else 4o do. T could +ell
there was no use arguing with her, so T called
Rowley and invited him over.



When Rowle?f so‘!’ to rﬂ?f house, we went sfrdish‘i'
to Rodrick’s room in the basement. Rodrick is
off Pin}(ihs with his band, Loded Pi?er‘, and
whenever he's away T like to go through his
stuff and see if T can find ahfr}\ihﬂ ih-l‘eresﬁhs.

'ﬂ'\e best+ ‘rhiha T found in Rodrick’s Junk drawer
this +ime around was one of those little souvenir

?ic‘rure keyc’nnihs ?rou 5:‘1' at+ the beach.
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Tf ?‘ou look into it, )(ou see a picture of Rodrick
with some SFrL

T dont know how Rodrick got that Pir.-l'ur'e,
because Tve been with him on eve.r?( sih51e Lamil

vacation, and if T saw him with THAT slirl, T
&efihi-l'el)f would have remembered her.

T showed the picture o Rowley, bt T had 4o hold
+he ke?'chdih because he was getting all Srmbb)f.




We dus a.rouh& Some more, uhd 'H‘\eh we 'Fouh& a
horror movie a+ the bottom of Rodrick’s drawer.
T couldn® believe our luck. WNeither one of us had
nr.-had“;,' seen a horror movie before, so this was a

rgo.”;{ br's find.

HELLO,
‘YOU RE

T asked Mom if Rowie?d could s?eh& the night,
and she said yes: T made sure T asked Mom when
Dad was out of the room, becavse Dad doesnt
like i+ when T have slee?o\rers on a 'work r-.iah-l'."

Last summer Rawk.f s?eh+ the ‘ruS}x'l’ at oy
house, and we s1e?+ in the basement.



I mde sure P\owqey +ook ‘H‘\e bed 'H'\a'l' was closest
+o the furnace room, because that room really
freaks me out. T 'F-‘Sured if ahy-thhg came out of
there in the middle of the Ng,l:r’r, it would g,rdb
P\awk?' first nh& IH Jna'.'e_ a4 -ﬁ\re-—sacoh:! ‘\ead

start to escape.

At about 1:00 in the morning, we heard Sr:muz'l"nihs
in the furnace room that scared +he INMS :ln?.‘li&h*fs
out of us.

T+ sounded like a little 31‘\051’ 5::-1 or sam:'fhihs,
and it said —

I'™M HIDING...

Me and Row!:}/ Prncﬁcnﬂ?' +mm?le& each other 4o
death +r>;ih5 +to Se-f vp ‘1+1E basement stairs.



We burst into Mom and Dad’s room, and T
+o|tl 'H'\?_m our ‘housz was "muh'fed dhA we *\dd

to move imm:&iq'l'el);.

Dad didn+ seem coh\rihr.ed, and he went down to
+he basement and walked risH into the furnace
room. Me and Rowie}; s-h}(:d about ten feet back.

T was ?reH?' sure Dad wasnt going to get out
of there alive. T heard some rustling and a few
bum?s, and I was rmd}} +o make a run for i+.




But a few seconds later he came back out with one
of Mahh?"s toys, a doll named Hide-and-Seek Hurry.

Last Nﬂ}\‘i‘ me and Rawle?" waited for Mom and
Dad 4o go to bed, and then we watched our
movie. Techhim"y, T was +he Oh‘f one who
watched i+, because Rowhf had his eyes and ears
covered the whole entire time.




ﬂ'\e movie was about this rwudcif hand +hat goes
around the country killing people. And +he last
person who sees the hand is nlwnys the next victim.

The s?ednl effects were reall‘y chees?f, and T
wasn+ even scared until the very end. That's
when the twist came.

After the m&&y hand s-l'ra.hsle:i its last victim,
it came crnwlihg, s-I‘ra.i&h-I' at the screen . and
then the screen went black. A+ first T was a
li+tle coh-l-"use:d, but then T realized i+ meant the
hext Victim was gonha be ME.

I +u..-r‘haci -I"ne TV off A ahd '!']-\:h I desr.ribecl
the whole movie +o Rowlcy from bcsh'\rﬁhs to end.



Well, T mustve done a Pre-l-l?t 300& \job +eil.'h3 +he
s-h:ury, because Rowh;f got even more freaked-out

than T was.

T knew we couldn't ge to Mom and Dad this
+ime because ﬂ\:}(ﬂ Srouh& me if +!ne'y found out
we watched a horror movie. But we didnt feel
safe in the bnsemh‘f, 50 we s?eh‘f the rest of
+he hi35n+ in the qu+nirs bathroom with the
Lfsl'\'t‘s oh.




I\jus-r wish we had mhnge& +to s-ha?r awake the
whole Nﬂh-h because when Dad found us in the
mor'hihs, it wash*t a ?re’ﬁ?( scehe.

Dad wanted to know what was saihs oh, and
T had +o fess vp. Dad told Mom, so now T'm
Just waiting to hear how long Tm gonha be
sruuhriuj for. But to be honest with you, Tma
lot more worried about this nu&c}y hand than
any Puhis}-.mehi' Mom can dream up-

T +’nou3}\+ about i+, Hyoush, and T realized
there's th‘y so much ground a mdd}e hand can

cover in a c{n?(.



So hoFe'Fully that means T have a little while
Lahst‘.‘.t’ to live.

Tu\:sda.?_r

Yes-fer&a.y, Mom lectured me about how Ea}rs my
age watch oo many violent movies and ?h too
mh?( video games, and that we dont krow what
REAL entertainment is.

T JuS‘f sﬂyr.d o'uie‘f, becavse T wasnt sure
exac-l'ly where she was going with all +his.

74



Mﬂ'u*:l’\ Mom said 'H'\u.'i' sq'\e was gohha start a
"r‘ed&ihs club” for +1he {307‘5 n -ﬂ\e heis“)ot’%oo& 50
she could +each us about all the great lterature we

were miss[hg out on.

5 B l‘re&ged Mom o Jus\‘l‘ shfe me & re.su‘a.r Puhfs"\meh'F
instead, but she wouldnt bu&se..

So Jra&a?c was the first meeting of +he Rea&ihs
Ts Fun Club. T fel+ kind of bad for all the bo}ys
whose moms made THEM come.

TREADING IS FUN




T was Just 3Iad Mom didn* invite Fresle?u this
weird kid who lives vp the street, because he's
been actihg stranger than usval la’rely.

T starting to +hink mybe Fre_aley's a litte
&ahscrous, but luckily he doesnt r'ea.ll?' leave his
front ?mrd &urihs the summer. T think his Pdreh'l's

must have an electrical fence or sam-fhiha.

Ah}zwdy, Mom +old everyone +o bl’fhg +heir
favorite book to today’s meeting so we could ?ir.,f.
one and discuss i+. All +he auys laid +heir books
on the table, and e\rzryohe seemed ?"’.Hf hd‘??f
with the selection except Mom.



Mom said +he books we brous,h-l' werent real
literature and that we were gonna have +o
start wi-ﬂn -H-\e “classics.”



'ﬂ'\eh she braush‘f out a buhc!;\ of books 'H'\a‘r s"\e
mustye !ndcl since SHE was a kid.

1

JTHE YEARLING

OLD YELLER

AL

ﬂ\esa are the exact same -I}zPes of books our

teachers are niwdys ?ushihs, us to read at school.




ﬂ‘ef have a program where if you read a classic’
in your free +ime, 'H“‘}’ reward you with a sticker
of a hnmburser or some‘i'hfhs like +that.

T dont know who -i'!ne:f think +}\ey‘re {ooﬁih&
You can 3:1' a sheet of a hundred stickers down
at the arts-and-crafts store for -ﬁﬁy cents.

T'm not really sure what makes a book a “classic”
to begin with, but T think it has o be at least
12{‘17’ y'enrs old and some person or animal has +o

J[e at -ﬂae eh&.

Mom said if we didnt like the books she ?icke&
out, we could go onh a field ‘l'r'i? +o the libra
and find same-ﬂwiha we all agreed on. But that

wonht work for me.



See, when T was eisH years old T borrowed a
book {from the ]il:vrnr?!, and then I 'Forso{' all about
it. T found the bock a few years later behind my
desk 5 and T Fig,ure& T mustve owed about two
thousand dollars in late fees on that '!’H'ns.

So T buried the book in a box of old comics in
closet, and that's where i+ is o this &ay- T havent
been back 4o the l.'l:rnry since then, but T know if
T ever DO show vp, -H\ay'll be waiting for me.

GREG HEFFLEY, YOU ARE




Tn fact, T get nervous if T even SEE a librarian.

I asked Mom if we could 3&‘} a second chthe to
Pir.k out a book on our owh, and she said we
could. We're suF?ose& to meet a.snih tomorrow and

|:-rih3 our new selections with us.

W:&hes&d.?(

Well, +he r-rambersiniP of the Rend.’hs Ts Fun
Club ook a i:is H+ a\'erhish'h Most of ‘ﬂ'\: auys
who came res-teréd.?' bailed out, and now theres
ehl}( +wo of us.




Rowlc?' ﬁrou_gh‘l' two books along with him.

The book T ?Jcke& was the ninth volume in the
“Mnsr'ck and Monsters: Dark Realms” series. T
{isur‘t& Mom woul& |ike it bg:a.usg H"$ Prﬁ‘H')( |oh3

and ﬂ‘qcf‘e arent "'“f ?.'mres.
Shadotwdoom]|
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But Mom didnt like my book. She said she didnt
approve of 'ﬂ\c illustration on -H'\c cover because
she didnt like +he way it Paﬁm?'ed women,

TVve read “Shadowdoom,” and from what T can
rememher, there arent even dh}( womeh in the
s+or}¢. Ih Fn:‘l', I kind of wonder if ‘H'\e. person
who Jcs:'shed the cover even READ +the book.

An}ma.?u Mom said that she was gohna use her
veto power as +he Ren&iha Ts Fun Club’s founder
and choose the book for us. So she chose +his
book called "Chnrto-H'e.’s Wcﬁ," \41}-:}\ looks like ane
of those “classics” T was +ulk|'h3 about before.




Just from 1oakih3 at ‘!'*‘-e cover, I Smro.h‘!'ee either
+he s.’r‘l or the Pig doesnt make it to the end of
+he book.

?rid:v
Well, the Red.d;ha Ts Fun Club is down o one

memi:e.r_, and H\n-i"s me.

Yts‘l'erédf Rowle?t went somhs or Scame‘l'hfl'\s with
}'u's Jnd, so }we kind of }*\uhs me out to &r}( I
didn't do my rmdiha assignment, and T was rzail?r

couhﬁha on him o cover for me at the me-ﬁhg.

T+s not reu“?' my fault that T couldnt finish
my ren&ihs assighment, H\oush Mom +old me T
had 4o read in my bedroom for -h-aeh-ly minutes
7e$+er4d?u but the truth is, T Just have +rouble
concentrating for long Pen’ods of time.



After Mom cnuSH me horsihs around, she
banned me from wa‘!'c!niha TV until T read the
book. So last rﬁs}ﬁ T had 4o wait until she went
+o be.& b:.\cor'a -_t could St'l‘ my’ entertainment fix.

,'].: ke?'{‘ %Ehkihs about +hn+ moVie wi-l"n '!'he mud&)(
}wh&, 'I%cug,}x- 'I was afraid 'ﬂ‘m-t if 'I: Was wu‘rthiha
TV all l)?f n?fSelF late at night, the mUcM?‘ hand
nis}ﬁ crawl out from under the couch and Sra{: my
foot or something,

The way T solved +he Froﬁem was b}r mnkihs a
4ral of clothes and other stuff all the way from my
bedroom down to the Fnr'ﬂ?' room.



ﬂ\d+ wa I was able o mke it downstairs
and back without ever +ouch.’h3 the ﬂrouhd.

— ——
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This morning Dad tripped over a d.‘r.ﬁamry 5

lef+ at the +o1‘:v of the stairs, so now he’s mad

at me. But Tl take Dad be;na angry over +he

alternative any Jd); of the week.

M); new fear is that the hand is gonna crawl up
on my bed and 9et me in my sleep. So lately The
i 4 Y
been covering my whole ba:l?’ with the blanke+

and leaving a hole so T can breathe.

‘IZ-ZZZZZZ i
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But that strategy has its OWN risks. Rodrick
30‘1’ nto m?, room 'l’o&u?u and T had +o sFehd
+he mnr'hihs +rth3 4o wash the taste of a t.Jn'rJr}/

sock out of m?‘ mouth.
- L
| L
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Todn)f was my‘ deadline for ﬂhishins the first
-H\ree c!.-\aP-te,rs of "Churlo-He's Web." Wheh Mom
found out ‘I_ wasnt done et, she said we were
gonna sit down at the kitchen table until T
was finished.

| ]




About a half hour later there was a knock at
the front door, and it was Rawle)z. = -rl;\ouah-}
mo.?(be ke was com'ha back +o the ReudEhs Is
Fon Clob, but when T saw that his dad was with
h.’m, ]: knew someﬁsiha wds up.

— ]
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Mr. Jefferson had an o{ﬁcial—lookins piece of
paper with the cauhi'r?l club Iasc on it. He said it
was a bill for all +he frut smoothies me and
Rawie}a ordered at the clubhouse, and the sra.n&
total was eish‘!’ri‘hr‘er_ dollars.

All those times me and Rawlt?’ ordered drinks at
+he clubhouse, we Just wrote down Mr. Jeffersons
account number on the tab. Nobody old us someone

ad‘ua."?r had +o PAY for all +hat.



T still didn*t really understand what Mr. Jefferson
was &oihg at MY !-\ouse. T, -H-u'hk }\e‘s ah nrcl-\i-l'ec'?*
ar sam'ihihs , so i he needs c-'g,h ~three 5:.-:](5; he
can just :lesish an extra bu’ldihg. e talked 4o Mom,
‘fhoush, and -H\e?r both agr'eeci that me and Rawley
needed to ?a}z off -H\e +ab.

T +old Mom me and Rowlc}( are just kids and its
not like we have salaries or careers or whatever.
But Mom said we were Jus+ gonhna have +o be
“creative.” Then she said we would have 4o sus?ehd
the Rmdihs Ts Fun Club’s meetings unhil we Paid

what we owed.

To be honest with you, T'm kind of relieved.
Because at this point, nn?:-tln.‘hs that doesnt
involve rcndihs sounds Preﬂ}z saoc} to me.



Tuesda
Me nh! Rowle}a racked our brains all daf )(ts-l'arJa;;
+rfh~.3 +to fiﬂure. out how o F“}" off that eiﬂhv-
three dollars. Rowle}f said m?ebe T should just go
1o the ATM and withdraw some money +o pay off
his dad.

The reason Rowlt':?f said that is because he +hinks
Tmorich. A r_ou?lf_ of ?'eo.rs ago duriha +he holidn?fs,
Rowlc}; came over and we had Just run out of Hollet
paper at my house. T"‘I.;' 'Fﬂm‘lf wds using these holi:!ny
cocktal rapkins as a substitute untl Dad got +o the

Rowiey ﬂxc—ush‘f H\e }\oliclny m?kihs were some
kind of rm"y -Fdhr.y toilet paper, and he asked
me it my an'l)r was rich.



T wasnt gohha pass up +he op?oﬁuhH-y to

impress him.

Ah}(wa?t, T'm NOT rich, and that's the ?roblem.
T tried 4o ﬂ'ﬂul’: ovt a way a kid myage could
3&1‘ Hs hands on some r.d.s'h, and +'hzh it hH‘ me:
We could start a lawn care service.

T not "m”:ihg about some average, run-of-the-mill
lawn care service, either. Tm talking about a compary
that takes lawn care +o the next level. We decided
+o hame our company the V.LP. Lawn Service.

We called up +he Yellow Pases PeoFle and +old
them we wanted +o ?hce an ad in their book.
And not Just one of those tiny little text ads,
but a reu“?‘ {:u'e one wi'H'\ full color 'l’}m‘l’ takes up
4wo whole pages.



But get +his: The Yellow Pases ?eo?le told us i+
was gonhna cost us a few thousand bucks o ?u-l*
our ad in their book.

T +4old them that didn+ make a lot of sense to
me, because how's someone suP?ose& to "'my for an
ad if +he7 havent even earned nh}e mohe)f },'e,-{‘?

Me and Rowley realized we were gonna have +o do
+his a different way, and make our OWN ads.

1. -ﬁgur‘ed we could Just make -ﬂfers and put +hem in
eVer)t mailbox in our heisi‘mbcr‘i‘\oo&. All we needed was
some -:1iP art to get us started.

So we went down to the corner store and 5w3}\+
one of 'sta mr‘ds womeh 3:1' e:xr.‘-\ aﬂxer‘ oh -ﬂweir‘
b;r-rhda);s.



Hope your | ~|
blrthday is Q

T}\ah we Smhhe& it into RG'HIE "5 corﬂ?u'fe.r ah&
Pns-l'e& ?ic-l'ures of OUR heads onto the bodies
from the card



A'Her that we 5°+ some cli? art of lawn tools and
put it all +ose+l\er. Then we ?rih'tec!- i+ out, and
T have to say, it looked areat.
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V.L.P

LAWN SERVIC
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PAMPER YOURSELF AND
YOUR LAWN WITH OUR
AWARD-WINNING,
WORLD-CLASS SERVICE!

CALL 555-2941




T did some math, and T ﬂsured it would cost
us ot least a couple hundred bucks in color ink
cnr-h’l&scs and paper +o make eml.:s}\ -ﬂ?’:r‘s for
the whole heig,"‘-bol’hood- So we asked Rowley’s
dad if hed go out o +he store and get us all
the stuff we needed.

Mr. Jefferson didnt g0 for it. Th fact, he told
us we couldnt use his computer or print out dh?f
more c.a?Ies of our -ﬂyer.

T was a little SUr?risecl I))/ that, becavse if Mr.
Jefferson wanted us o pa him back, he sure

wasn+t mdkihs it easy. But all we could really do
was +ake our onhe ﬂ?&r and get out of his office.



%eh me uhd Rawle.?' went nrouhd from hause ‘o
house s}nowr'ha t‘ftl’y‘oha our n;{r,r and +e|I£h3 them
about ‘H‘\e V.LP. Lawn Service.

FEIY
.

After we hit a few houses, we realized it would be
a lot easier to Just ask +he next person we Spoke
with o pass the -ﬂ?!er along so me and Rowlef
wouldnt have +o do all that walkihs.

Now the oh1>' %ihs we have 4o do is sit back and
wait for the Phom calls 4o start roll.‘ns ih.

"ﬁ\urséay
Me and Rawlcy waited around all &m)( yes-l'erécx?',
but we didnt get any calls.



T was starting to wonder if we should -I-r)' to find
a card with more muscular guys for our next fl?!er.
Then, at about 11:00 +his morning, we got a call
from Mrs. Canfield, who lives on Gramma's street.
She said her lawn needed mowing but she wanted o
check our references before she hired us.

T used 4o do lawn work for Gramma, so T called
her up and asked if she could call Mrs. Canfield

Well, T rmustve cnusjh‘f Gramma on a bad dny,
because she ren'||y lit into me. She said T lef+ ?Iies
of leaves on her lawn last fall and now there were

Fd.-h:hes of dead grass all over her ?m.r&.



Then she asked me when T was gonna come over
and finish the Joﬁ.

That was not really the kind of response T was
lookihs for. T +old Gramma we were ohl)r +nk[hs
?ny.'hs Jobs at the moment but m;;be we could
get back 4o her later on in +the summer.

Then T called Mrs. Canfield and did my best
imitation of Gramma. I guess -I‘I'"I |ur.l:y' n?( Voice
hasn# chnhse& 7e+.

THE V.LP. LAWN SERVICE
DOES EXCEPTIONAL WORK
AND CATERED TO MY
EVERY LAWN NEED.




Believe it or not, Mrs. Canfield {:-ough-l- it. She
-H-mhl:ad "Gramma for -H-w. reference ah& }whs up-
Then she called back a few minutes later, and T
answered in my reqular voice. Mrs. Canfield said
shed hire us and +that we should come by her house
later today 4o get started.

But it's kind of far from my house to Mrs.
Canfield’s, so T asked her if she could come get us.
She didnt seem real }‘“P?}’ that we didnt have our
owh Hransportation, but she said shed be willing 4o
PIcl: us up if we couH be reud?‘ at hoon.

Mrs. Canfield came 4o my house at 12:00 in her
soh's ?icku? -h"u::k ; and s}xe asked us w}-\e.re. our

lawn mower and all our equipment was.




T said we didn+t ac+uu||y HAVE any equipment but
+hat my Gramma kec?s her side door unlocked and
T mis}rl' be able to sneak in and borrow her mower
for a few hours. T guess Mrs. Canfield must have
been pr E'H)‘ Jes?arah to Se:‘f her lawn mowed
because she went along with my plan.

MIND IF I
CHANGE THE
RADIO STATION?

Luckil)/, Gramma wasnt home, so it was easy to get
+he mower out of her house. We rolled it over 4o
Mrs. Canfield's ?rard, and then we were rend}( o
get fo work.

That's when me and Rcwley realized neither one
of us had ever o.r.+ua.H>( o?ernh& a lawn mower
before. So the two of us ?oke& around for a
while and tried +o 'Fis,ur: out how o 5e+ +he
thing started.



Unfortunatel 2 when we tilted the mower on its
side, all the su.s:;!.'he sPille& out onto the grass,

and we had o g0 back over to Gramma's to get
a refill.

I ?F:ke& up +l‘-.e owher's manval for ﬂ-«.a mower
while we were at it. T 4ried to read it, but the
instructions were written in Spanish. T got the
‘Fee.liha from ‘H‘\e. bits and ?J:tes I COULD
vhderstand that operating a lawn mower was a
lot more cldhger‘aus than T or‘isn'hd";,‘ +}\ou3}\'|'.




T +old Rowle?' he could have the first crack at
+he lawn mowing and that T would go sit in the
shade and start workihs on our business Flnh.

Rcwqe){ &i&h"} mte. 'ﬂ‘m't i&e.a at all, He said 'H‘u's
was a "?qri'nershi?" and that e\reryﬂ’xin& had +o
be 50-50. T was Fre-H?l sur’Pr‘iSed b?t this, because
I)m 'Hna ohe w}w ame up wiﬂ\ "Hwe iJea 1Car -H\e
lawn service in the first ?lace, so L was more like
+he owner than a 'Pnr“l'het'.

T +old Rowley we needed someone +o do the grunt
work and someone +o handle +he mha;,' so it didnt

get all swed'lyt
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Believe it or not, that was ahoueh +o make RowIan
walk r'is’.'ﬁ off +he J_c—b.



5 Just wanna say for the record that if Rowley
ever needs me for a Job reference in the future,
Th gohina have o gve Nim a |ausy review.

T

"’:fn\_'\
LY e | R PR ARELS Al i || e
ey v W

The truth is, T dont red.lb( need Rawh?f anyway.
T£ +his lawn service business grows the way T
think it will, Tm gonna have about a HUNDRED

Rowle?*s workins for me.

Th the meantime, T needed to get Mrs.
Canfield’s lawn mowed. T looked +'nr‘au3h the
manual for a little while longer and then Fisure.&
out that T needed to pull on this handle
a.-H'a.che& to a cor‘&, 50 ]: tried ﬂ’m‘l’.

T’ne mower s’mr‘h:& up n'&"ﬁ o.wa?!, ah& I was off
nh& ruhh.iha-



I‘I‘ washt as ba..-.J. as I ﬂ'\nush‘i' it was gohna
be. The lawn mower was saIF~?ro?elled, soall T
heede& to &a was walk Eehmd "t o.hd steer e\.‘er?(
ohce in a while.

'ﬂ\eh T started to notice +that there were
Pﬂcs of c!os poop cver?'whcre. And steering
around them was not an easy ‘I'Hhs 4o do with
a sd-l'-‘—Pro?c”:& mower.,

The V.LP. Lawn Service has a ".'er,y strict Polucy
when it comes o (103 poop, which is that we wont
90 ahyw’here near it.



So from +hat Pa..'h‘i' oh, whahwcr’ T. Saw o.r:zrﬁw[hs
that looked SuSFicfous, T would mow a ten-foot
circle around H'Juﬂ +o be safe.

The Jo{: actually went a lot faster after that
because T had a lot less lawn to cover. After T
was &am, I went to ﬂ'xe front dmr 4o collect
vy Nohey-%e final bill was *Hvr'l}( dollars, which
was twerty dollars for the lawn Plus ten bucks for
+he time me and Rowie'y spent designing that -ﬂ.yar.




But Mrs. Canfield wouldnt pay- She said our
service was "iaus?'“ and that we hnr‘&l.‘y mowed uhy
of her lawn.

T +old her about the :!os poop issue, but she stil
wouldnt couaq'\ up what she owed me. And to make
matters worse, she wouldnt even give me a ride
home. You kmw, T {"Isurcd Somegohne mis}ﬂ' try to
stiff us this summer, but T never -kus]-ﬁ' it would
be our very first customer.

T had +o walk home, and b}f the +ime T got
+o my house, T was reall?z mad. T +old Dad
+he whole story about my lawn mowing experience

and how Mrs. Canfield wouldnt pay me.




Dad drove r.'sh-t over to Mrs. Canfield’s house,
and T went with him. T thought he was gonna
chew her out for ‘ral-’.ihg ad'.ruh‘l’ase. of Nis son ;
and T wanted o be there +o see it firsthand.
But Dad Just got Gramma’s mower and cut the
rest of Mrs. Canfields grass.

When he was Jom, he didn+t even ask her for

dh?( mﬂhﬁy.

The trip washt a 1 OTAL waste of time, Thovsjh.
When Dad wrn??ed +hih3$ up, ¥ ?hh‘l'ecl a sigh
in Mrs. Canfield’s front yar&.



I ﬁgured if I wasn+ gonna Se-t Pm‘d, I rviﬁhﬂ'
as well get some free n&\ler“h'sihs for all my 4rouble.

ANOTHER GREAT
JOB BY

V.I.R LAWN
SERVICE

555-294|

Sa'hjrda

The V.LP. Lawn Service has not ruHY ?uhheJ
out the way E +hou3}\+ it would. T havent
had dh)( work since that first Job, and T'm
starting to think mn)ei:-e Mrs. Canfield has been
bnd—mu‘ﬂ'\a'hs me +o her hcishbors.

:I: 'I‘!noush'i‘ about JUS"" si\rihs vp and c'asihs our
business, but then T realized that with a few
tweaks to the 'ﬂ?rer, we could start ﬂm'hss back
up again in +he winter.



YOU'VE TRIED THE REST,
NOW GO WITH THE BEST!

The Praﬁltzm is, T need mohey NOW. T called up
Rawie?( to start brainstorming new ideas, but his
mom said he was at the movies with his dad. T was
a little annoyed, because he never bothered 4o ask
me if he could take the &d?x off.



Moms not 1e++a'hs me do qh}/‘l‘hihg fun until this
fruit smoothie bill is paid off, so that meant it was
vp +o ME 4o -ﬁaur’e out how to earn the cash.

Tl 4ell you who has a lot of money, and thats
Mdhh?'. T mean, that kid is RICH. A few weeks
ago Mom and Dad +old Md.hhy' H-\ay'd give him a
quarter for e\r:r?r time he uses +he po without
be.ihs asked. So now he carries around a snllah of
water with him at all times.

Mahh}! l'.ee?s all his money ha 54'3 Jar on his dresser.

]

Hes gotta have at least $150 in +hat +Hh5.




The +hou3h‘!' about qsl’.?na Md.hhf 4o lend me the
money, but T just cant bring m);self to do that.
Tm pretty sure Md.hhf charges interest on his

loans d.hy\-.—u?r.

Te +r‘yih3 +o -!'-‘isure out a w:a?x +o earn mhe}y
without doihs any actual work. But when T
told Mom what T was -I'}\ihl:iha, she said T'm
Just "1a.z.>(."

OK, so m;;l:e T AM Ea.?.'y , but it's not r‘ea."}' my
fault. Tve been inzy ever since 1. was a little kid,
and if someone had mush-l' i+ Edul"l?’ oh, m?(ba T
wouldnt be +he way T am now.



I remember in Presc}\ool. A w’neh Pld.?f‘h'm wds oVer,
+he teacher would +ell everyone 4o put dway their

s, nh& we wouH all sihs 'I'q'\a "Ckmw? Sohgn w!:\ile
we did it. Well, T sahg the sohg with everyone
else, but T didnt do u.hy of the actual cleah.'hg.

So if you want to find Somebo&f +o blame for
+he wn?( Toam, T guess you'& have 4o start
with the F-.-Hic education 5?!5-I'em.

Sunday

Mom came into my room +his morning and woke me
up for church. T was 31a.d to go, becavse T knew T
was gonha have 4o turn +o a Haher‘ power to get
this fruit smooathie bill ?ﬂft:l' off. Whenever Gramma
needs dh)rl‘hihs she Jus-l' ?rays, and she Se-fs t
ris}vl' awa.y.



T think she has a direct PiPe!Ihe to God or
s-orﬁrl'}\ihg.

DEAR LORD, PLEASE LET
ME FIND MY DOLLAR
SAVERS COUPON BOOK.

For some reason i cLoh’* }mva ﬂ‘-arl' same kind of
Pu“. But H\rﬁ doesnt mean I'ﬁ gonhha ciuH‘ h‘)’ihs.

DEAR LORD, PLEASE LET MR. JEFFERSON
GET HIT ON THE HEAD SO HE FORGETS
ABOUT THE MONEY 1 OWE HIM. AND PLEASE
LET ME GET PAST THE THIRD LEVEL OF
TWISTED WIZARD WITHOUT HAVING TO USE
ANY OF ™MY BONUS HEALTH PACKS. AMEN,
AND THANK YOU IN ADVANCE.




Toda?(’s sermon was called “Jesus in Disguise,” and
it was about how you should 4reat everyone syou
meet wH'h kindness becauvse Pmu rever know w}xir.’n
person is ren“?( Jesus ?r‘e-l-eh&fhs 1o be someone else.

T guess that's su??osed +o make you wanna be
a better person, but all it does is make me
?nra.hoid because I know I‘m gonna JU“ end up
Suessih3 wrong.

WOW, THANKS
FOR SHINING

‘ﬂ-\ey Fn.sse& the donation basket around like "H\ey
do every week, and all T could think was how T
needed that mohey lot more than whoever i+ was
going o.



But Mom mustve seen -ﬂme lmk n eye 4 because
she ?assed +he basket o the row behind us before
T could take what T needed.

Mohdd

M)( bir'l'}\dnyls coming up this weekend, and i+
cant 3e+ he.re. fiuick ehoush for me. 'ﬂ-ﬁs ye.ur i*m
gohina have a FAMILY P“H)" Tm sl reu.lly
burned up with Row‘:)/ for bail-'hs out oh our lawn
cdre busihess, S0 I don+t want him +Hhka‘h3 he can
come over and eat my birﬂ\&ny cake.

Plus, Tve learned pny lesson about friend parties.
When ?!ou have a friend Paﬁy, all your guests think
-’rhe.?e q-\u.\re -'r‘-\e. risl'ﬁr +o P‘d.?( wf-rh your ?resehh.

-




And e\n:r?‘ time T have a friend ?ar-}y, Mom invites
HER friends kids, so T end up with a bunch of
?eoPle at my ?dr{)’ 7 ba.rd?' even know.

And those kids dont bu?‘ +he Si-H's, their MOMS
do. So even if you get sam-ﬂ\ihs like a video game,

J‘+JS hot a Vide.o game ?v‘cu*d a.c'l'uauy want to ?id}(.




Tim just glad Tim not on the swim feam this summer.
Las+ )fmr I hﬁ& ?rud'ice. oh m}( bir“!‘h&uy, r.\hc! Mom
Jro??r.d me off at the pool.

EVERYBODY BE SURE TO WISH
GREG A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!




So when i+ comes to your birthday, T've learned
it's best to Jus-t kaeP kids out of the aquuﬁoh.

Mom said T could have a -Fa.mil;; Par-!y as Lohs
as T ?rom'sed rot to do my “usual” with the
bir'l'hdo.f cnrés. ’ﬂ-\u'l' stinks A because I }m'.re a
GREAT syS'fe.rn for a?ewhﬁ cards. T ?u-’r them
all in a neat pile, and then T rip each ohe open
and shake it +o get +he mht‘.?f out. As I°h3 as
T dont s+o? to read dh?f‘ﬂ'\ihs, T can 321’
'l'}-\rou&}-\ a pile of ‘hureh-ly cards in under a minute.

Mom says the way T do it is “insulting” to the people
who got me +he cards. She sa?ts +his +ime around T
have 4o read every card and dckhowle&ae the person
who gave i+ to me. That'll slow me down, but T
guess it's still worth i+.



Tve been dm’ha a lot of ﬁ\ihkihg about what T
want for Z biﬁh&n}; +his year. What T REALLY

want s a 9

Tve been a.skihs for a &aﬂ, for +the ?dS'I‘ three
years, but Mom says we have 4o wait until Mahny’s
mmP!efel?r ?Q‘H}J trained before we get one. Well,
with the potty training racket Mahhfs got going
onh, that could take FOREVER.

7
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The +}“’h3 is, T know that Dad wants a &os,
too. He used +o have one when HE was a kid.




T ﬂsured all Dad needed was a little hudae, and
on Christmas last year T saw y chance. My
Uncle Joe and his -anﬂ}! ﬁo?Pe& b.y our house,

and +’n&?' ﬁrcua}\‘r +heir dc—s , Killer, with them.

T asked Uncle Joe if he wouldnt mind hh-rl'.'hs +o
Dad +hat he should get us a clas. But +he wayy Uncle
Joe did i+ Probably set my dog-getting campaign back

57 five ?rmrs.

’ﬂHe other H‘u‘hﬂ T have no chance of sa‘r‘l'fhs for
my bir‘i‘%&a}y is a cell ?}\ohe , and T can thank
Rodrick for that.



Mom and Dad got Rodrick a cell ?hone last year,
and he racked up a bill for three hundred dollars in
+he first month. Most of THAT was from Rodrick
calling Mom and Dad from his room in the basement
+o ask them to tum the heat up-

o

So +he c-hly +¥1Jh3 Tm nskiha for +his year i5 4
deluxe leather recliner. My Uncle Charlie has ore,

and he practically LIVES in that thing.




The main reason T want my own recliner is because
if T had one, T wouldnt have +o go vp o my
room after wn‘l’d‘\ihs TV late at hish‘h T could
Just s!r.e? rislh-f in the chair.

Plus, +hese recliners have all sorts of features, like a
neck massager and adjustable firmness and stuff like
that. T -ﬁaure T could use the “vibrate” feature +o
make Dad’s lectures a lot more tolerable.

AND YOU REALLY
NEED TO STOP
LEAVING YOUR

DIRTY CLOTHES IN

The only reason T'd ever need +o get up is to
go to the bathroom. But my*ba T should Just
wait until next year to ask for a recliner,
becavse T bet ﬂxe}f’]l have that +aken care of
in the new model.



Thursda

T aﬁ Mom to take me back +o Bombshells
Bemﬂ}r Salon again ‘t'oclo.y, even +}wush T didnt
reo."y need a haircet. T Just fel+ like ca.-fchihs up
on the town 9osSip.

HITIIIIIITII, GREGGGGGGG!

Annette, my hm‘rs-%ylis—r, said she heard from a lad
who knows Mrs. Jefferson that me and Rowle?ﬂ had
a {nllfha out.



AP?d.re.hﬂ?‘ Ronlefs ‘heartbroken” becavse T didnt
invite him o my buﬁ\wéay party. Well, i Rowlefs
u?seh ?'ou wouldnt know it from Iaaknhs at him.

E.\rary time T see Rowley , hes Paliihﬂ around with
his dad. So the way it locks o me, he’s nlr?,ncl?(
got Kimself a new best friend.

IJuﬁ wdnha sa.?t T +hink it stinks that Rowie?z
gets to go to +he muh‘l-ry club even ‘f}\aush he
still owes mcm?r oh that fruit smoothie bill.

Unfortunately, Rowley's c}wrnmy rela.-l'iohshi? with
his dad is starting o affect MY life. Mom says
+he wa?/ Rowll:?f and his dad hdha out +ose+}\er is
“neat” and that me and Dad should 90 -ﬁshha or
?ln?( catch in the front yar& or sonei’hms



But the thing is, me and Dad just arent cwt out
for that kind of father-son stuff. The last +ime
Mom tried to 3&'1‘ me and Dad o do Somﬁihs
like that +ose+her; it ended with me havihs +to
Pul! him out of Rn??d.!mhhock Creek.

Mom wont let i+ 90 +hou3}\. She says she wants
to see more affection between Dad and us boys.
And thats created some realll?f awkward moments.




Frida

‘m; I was wa-l'chih& TV, nfh&ih& my owh
{:-usEhess, when T heard a knock at the front
door. Mom said there was a “friend” there +o
see me, So I Jrhoushlr it must be Rawlz)f c.-:mins
to apologjze.

But i+ wasnt Rowley. T+ was FREGLEY.

After T recovered from my initial shock, T
slammed the door shut. T started +o ?uhfc because
T didnt know what 'Fraale?f was cloihs at my
front door. Af‘l‘er a few minutes went by, 53

looked out the side window, and Fr‘esﬁe); wds
STILL s+nh&ih3 +here.
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T knew T had to take drastic measvres, so T
went 1o the kitchen 4o call the cops. But Mom
s*h:p??ed me before T could finish :l}alins N1

Mom said SHE invited Fre.sley over. She said Tve
seemed “|ohc1?l“ ever since T had that fight with
P\owlef, and she +hou51'1+ shed set up a "?ln?l:!.ﬁe"
with Fresﬁe?l.



See, this is why T should never +ell Mom about
my Persoml business. This Fr‘esla}.’ +hFh3 was a
total disaster.

Iive Jnear& ﬂ\a.-l‘ a va.m?ire cant come inside ?rour
house unless you invite him in, and T'll bet it
the same kind of deal with ‘Fr'esley.

MIND TF I
BORROW SOME
FLOUR?

-

So how ]:’\re Sl}"' T™WO ﬂﬁ'nas +o wol‘Ty about:
+he mu&d?! hand and Fresle?’. And if T had +o
chooSe ﬂ\e ohe to 3e+ me Firs+, I’& take H-\e
rw:ld}f hand in a heartbeat.



Sa‘i‘ur&n

‘T::&n;( was h?( ﬁir‘ﬂ'\&n)h and I guess 'ﬂwinss went
more or less like T exP:r.+ec|. The relatives started
skowihg vp around 1:00. T asked Mom to invite as
mhr‘ Peo?!e as Poss.'He. S0 I muld- maxirmiZe m}( Si{‘f
?c'l'eh'l‘?uh and I 30+ a FrE'H?' saa& Furrout.

GIFTS GO ON
THE DINING




T like 4o cut 4o the chase on birthday and

e P
3e+ rish‘i' to +he 3-"“'5 , So I +old e‘uer)rahc ‘o
Sn’rhcr in the living room.

T +ook m?( +ime with the car&s, ,j“5+ like Mom
asked. T+ was a li+tle ?a-'h-FuL bt T got a 30&4
haul, so it was worth it.

A special greeting
And a “how do you do?”
For a special nephew

By golly, that's you!

Happy
Birthé)ay!

(umt. Bronda

Uh-Far-}uhai'el?', as soon as T collected m
:]\e.cl:s, Mom coh{is:n"red ‘r#w?_ mahef to l?n?' off
Mr. Jefferson.




‘ﬂ\eh T moved on +o the me?e& Fr‘a’.Szh-l's, but
there werent a whole lot of those. The first
gift, from Mom and Dad, was small and hea.v;;,
which T ﬂ\ough‘i‘ was a 300& sigh. But T was
s+ill Prd—l')‘ Sq'\ockc& wheh I oPc‘nec; it.

W’neh I. looked more closel)f, I. found out i+
wasnt an ordinary cell Flnohe. T+ was called a
"de?‘bua'“ The P(ohe didnt have a key?d.d oh it or
d.h?rﬂihe. T+ o'nl)r had two buttons: one +o call home
and one for emergencies. So its pretty much useless.




All my other gifts were clothes and other stuff T
didnt r‘aall?r need. T was still %\0?"“3 1 rvis}vf get
+hat recliner, but once T realized there werent
any Plﬂ.cas Mom and Dad could be H&ihs a giant
leather chair, T gave up laol:ihs,.

Then Mom +old everyone it was time to go into the
d.‘n.'hs room to have some cake. %For“‘fum-l'tiy, Uncle
Joe's &as, Killer, had beaten us +o it.

T was !.‘\D?ihs Mom would go out and get me a new
cake, but she \jusi' Yook a knife and et :muy +he
parts +he &03 didnt touch.



Mom cut me a big piece, but by that point T
wash + reo.l'l?z in the mood for cake. EsPeciqll hot
with Killer +hrawin3 vp little *J:'l‘"i‘h&d.y candles
uh&cr ‘H'\E. table.

Sy
) guess Mom mustve felt bad about how my h‘r‘l’Ha}(
went down, because +o&ny she said we could go to
the mall and get a "mkeuP Sr'-ﬁ‘."

Mom +ook Mduhh}i and Rodrick along for the ride,
and she said 'H\e?r could each ?ir.k out same*l”nihs,
+too, wh’ch is totall uh‘Fd.u't'_. because i+ wush'{*

THEIR Joiri'}\:ld}; yeshr&ay.



We walked around the mall for a while and ended
up in & pet store. T was !'""P‘_"‘,ﬂ we could pool our
mohe.}( to buy a dos, but Rodrick seemed to be
interested in a different kind of pet.

Mom handed us each a five-dollar bill and +old vs
we could quy w*m-l'wer‘ we wnhhd, but five bucks
doesn+ :ﬁﬁt‘f[}! get you very far in a pet store. T
finally settled on +this t'en"? cool nhs:‘ﬁs}i +hat's
all different colors.



Rodrick ?fcked out a fish, +oo. T don*t know
what kind it was, but the reason Rodrick chose
it was because +the label on the tank said the fish

was "d&gre,sshra."

Mnhhy‘ spent HIS five bucks on fish food. At
first T ‘I'housq'\‘l' i+ was because he wanted +o
feed -1'}\9. ﬁs}n -I'}m-i' me and Rodrick bousH‘, but
E?! the time we got home, ﬂahr\?’ had eaten
half the canister.

Moh&a

This is the first +ime Tve had oy ver}e owh
F—e*l’, and T'm kind of se‘r‘l’fha into it. T feed
my fish three times a da);, and T kea? his bowl

rcqlly clean.,



T even baus}\-l' a Jaurhal so T could l:ee.? track of
e\rery-ﬂ-\-'hg my fish does during the d“‘f' T have
+o ndmi‘l’, ﬂmﬂh, T s-l’ﬂr‘ﬁha 1o have a li+tle
trouble ﬁllihﬂ up +he pages.

T asked Mom and Dad if we could bu?( one of
+hose aquariums and get a fon of fish +o l:ec?
my little guy company. But Dad said that
aquarivms cost money and mnybe T could ask for
one for Christmas.

See, this is what stinks about {':eiha a kid. You

ah!y get two shots at getting stuff you want,
and thats on C}xris'!'ms and )mur {:r[ri'hda)r. Ah&
+hen when one of +hose days DOES come, your

parents mess ’rhinss up and bu?( you a Ln&yﬁus.



Tf T Nad r-?* own mohty, T could JUS‘I’ IDU?!
whatever T wanted and not have to embarrass
m?!saH" every time T needed +o rent a video game
or Jau?( a piece of cdh&‘y or something.

{

A"‘)""‘“}’* The always known that Tl eventually
be rid\ and -Fd.rnous_, but :l:)m s+ar+ih5 +to se-l‘ a

litle concerned that it hasnt happened yet. T
ﬁaurerl Td at LEAST have my owh rea!H)r TV

show b?e how.

Last his}ﬁ' T was wa.-l'chihs one of those television
shows where a nanny lives with a famly for a
week and then tells them all +he wn};s -I'heylr‘e

s:rcw:h3 up-



Well, T dont know if the woman had +o go to
some sPedﬂ hdhhf school or samt-ﬂxihs, but thats

+he kind of Jab T was BORN 4o do.

T Jus*l' need o ﬂsure out how to get mysd{ in
line for +hat Job when the nanhy reties.

YOUR HOUSE IS A WRECK, YOUR KIDS
HAVE NO MANNERS, AND...HEY, MR.
JOHNSON, YOU'RE NOT GOING OQUT
IN THAT SHIRT, ARE YOU?

A few years ago T started c::ll:c+ih5 my Pers.ami
mementos, like book reports and old 1'07'5 and
stuff like ‘ﬂ\drl‘, because when m?i museum opehs I:
wannha make sure i+ Pncked with interesting

H‘\ihss \Cr'arn m'y |i1fE.
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{SEXPERIENC
Dreg- |  [ENTRANCE

[ENTRANCE]

CAN WE GET A
DISCOUNT FOR OUR
THREE-MONTH-OLD?

But T dont J(&:E:P ah}#‘i‘hihs like lo"i?o? sticks
that have my saliva on +them because, believe me,

T do NOT need 4o be cloned.

When T'm 'fd.mous, T gonna have to make some

life c]i'\ahsts.



']:‘H ?ro{:di}l}( }',d.\fe ‘o 'ﬂ}( in Pri\m'ht Ja'l's, because
" i 'ﬂ?' on r‘r.Sulur P!ahas, T get ren“}; nhho?(e&
when people in the back +r)r to mooch off my
first-class bathroom.

THE BATHROOM IN
THE BACK IS FULL,
AND LITTLE TIMMY
REALLY HAS TO—

Arother -I'}\ihs famous ?m?h have to deal with is
that their younger 5551.'?\35 end vp 5e++ih3 famous
JUS'}‘ because 'H'qe?('re related.




Mr closest brush with fame so far was when Mom
sighed me up for a modeling job a few years ago.
T +think her idea was 4o 3e+ Pic‘l‘urr_s of me in
clothes catalogues or something like +hat.

But the orﬂ?( ﬁ\-‘hs ‘l‘lncy vsed oy picture for was
+his Shupr':l medical book, and Tve been h‘)ﬂih& to

live i+ down ever since.

TU&SCIQ?"
1 spent the afternoon Fla.yiha video games and
ca.-khihs up on the Suh&d}y comics.



I +urhari to 'ﬂ'\e. back page, ahc,{ 'ﬂ'\e.re. wds dn n&
where “Li'l Cutie” L,-Simll),r is.

Wanna be on the

funny pages?
’ a We're looking for a talented

cartoonist to write and draw
7

GQ‘I a one-panel comic to replace
» 9‘] “Li’'l Cutie.” Can you tickle
L /’ our funny bone?

Cartoons featuring anirmals or peti will not be condidered.

Man, Tve been wniﬁhs FOREVER for an
oppor‘l'uhi‘t}' like +his. T had a comic in my school
paper once, but this is a charce +o hit the BIG time.

The ad said -H\e)f weren + accepting any ahimal
comic sﬁi?s, and 1 +hink I: kinow wh}f ﬂﬁzr‘e’s
+his comic about a J'OS called “Precious Pmc}\ie,“
and its been running for about -Fif-ty years.

The vy who wrote it died a 107‘\3 time ago, but
-I'he?"re sHill rec};clihs his old comics.



'I dont krow if +Jne?('re funh?' or not bemuse, +o
be hornest with );ou, most of them don+t even make

sense to a person n}‘ age.

RECIOUS
SOOCHIE

0 6%

I justcant  to figger what's all
seem... out... +he fuss...

B e

new- honograph
?angled PdevT:?ESaP'
R e ©

Ah)rwn?’, +he hewspaper has tried 4o get rid of
that comic a bunch of +imes, but whenever H’\t}f

try to cancel it all the “Precious Poochie” fans come
out of -H\e woodwarl: and mnf::e d b'S stink. 'I_
guess people think of +his cartoon dog as their
owh pet or snm‘r}\fha.



The last time they tried to cancel “Precious Poochie,”
four busloads of senior citizens from Leisure Towers
showed up at the newspaper offices downtown and
didhlﬁ' leave until ﬂ\e}( 30'1’ +heir Wd.?'.

Daily News

Sd.'furdu?'
Mom was acting ex‘l'ra—c}\ea:r}# +his morning, and T
could tell she had somﬂ\ihs up her sleeve.

A+ 10:00 she said we all needed +o get in +he
station wagon, and when T as‘-’.cd her where we
were 30-'7'\3, she said i+ was a "suru‘-:r}se-"



T noticed Mom had Facked suhscreen and bn‘lhfhs
surts uh& stuff in -ﬂ\e back of '!‘he. station wagoen, o
T ‘I’houg"rl' we must be headed for the beach.

But when T asked her if T was l'ish‘l', Mom said the
Pldl‘.& we were going was BETTER +han the beach.

Wher‘e\mr we were 30?\*\3, it was ﬁkin& a 10‘:\5 +ime
+to St‘f there. And it wasnt that fun bt.'hs stuck
in the backseat with Rodrick and Md.hhy.




Mnhhy was sitting in between me and Rodrick on
+he }\umP. At ohe point Rodrick decided to el
Ma.hhy +he }wm? was the worst seat in the car
because it was the smallest and least comfortable.

E.vethuall)f, Mom and Dad got sick of thh}z's
cr?zihs. Mom said T had to take a +urn on the
}wm? becavse T'm the second ?ouhses-t and it
was "ahl}( fair.” So every time Dad ran over a

pothole, y head hit the roof of the car.



At about 2:00 T was getting r‘edﬂy huhsr}(, so
T asked if we could stop for some fast food. Dad
wouldn4 pull over, because he said +he people at
fast-food restavrants are “idiots.”

Well, T krnow wh?l he thinks that. E.Ver)( +irme
Dad goes to the fried chicken FLace oVer near our
house, he tries to P!nce his order +hrou3\‘1 the
trash can.

ID LIKE TWO VALUE
MEALS AND A BOTTLE
OF...HELLO? HELLO?




I Saw d sfﬂh for a P:'zza Flace., and I be&ged Mom
and Dad +o let vs eat there. But T guess Mom was
1 ihS to save mhe.?(, because she came ?ra?ared.

A half hour later we Pu1led into a l)i& Parl:fhs lot,
and T knew exnchly where we were,

\We were at the Sii?shc{e Water Park, where we

used to g0 as kids. And T mean LITTLE kids.
T+s rea"}; P ?!dr.e meant for ?em"ﬂe Mdhhy‘)s age.



Mom mustve heard me and Rodrick groan in +he
backseat. S’ne said we were gonhha hnwe a Sren-i‘
de as a Fur-u'l;{ and it would be the l‘\-'gHFsh‘f of

our summer Vacation.

T have bad memories of the SH?SH&E Water
Park. One time Grahd?a took me there, and he
lef+ me in the waterslide area for ?rac-l'im”?' +he
whole clny. He said he was gonha go read his
book and hed meet me there in three hours. But T
didnt nr.hmﬁy g0 on d‘hf slides because of the sigh
at the entrance.

UNDER 48"

MUST BE
ACCOMPANIED
BY AN ADULT

|

=4 ‘l'housh'} ?’ou had +o be {'-or‘l'rm'ah‘f ?!eqrs old
Yo ride, but it turns out the two little lines
next to the number meant “inches.”




Se T bns.’mllf wasted y do.y waiting for Gmhd?a
4o come back and get me, and then we had 4o leave.

Rodrick has bad memories of the SlIPsii&e Water
Pnr‘k, +oo0. Last };enr Hs bdhd sn-l' Emka& ‘o &o
d Skaw on 'H'\e rusIc S+ﬂ3l: -’r]'u: !\.u.\re near 'H-\e:
wdve Poo!- Rodrick’s band asked +he ?nrk ?eoPle
to set them up with a smoke machine so ﬂ\e?r could
have some s?ec[ul effects for +heir show.

But somebod‘y screwed up, and -!'hey set Rodr.'ck‘s
band vp with a BUBBLE machine instead.



T found out +he reason Mom took us +o the

water ?ark ‘h:Jd?'i T+ was hqi{—?rﬁ:e for families.
Unfertunately, it locked like J'_us-f about evzf}(
'Fd.mft;f in the state was there, +oo.

When we Sa"r ﬂ'\l’nu&,q‘\ +he Sm'i'es, Mom rented a
stroller for Manny. T convinced her 4o s?cn& a
little more mom? and rent a double stroller,
becavse T knew it was gohha be a long Ady and
I wnh‘t'eé +o conserve my ehers?'.




Mom ?nr'lltcl the stroller near +the wave ?ool, which
was so crowded you could Jba.r’r.ly even see the water.
After we put on our sunscreen and found a place
to sit, T felt o few rain&roPs, and then T heard
'H'&uh&er ' 'Ti'qth an anhouhcement came over ‘I‘he

Iwc!s?mker.

DUE TO LIGHTNING, THE SLIPSLIDE WATER
PARK IS NOw CLOSED. THANK YOU FOR
COMING, AND HAVE A NICE DAY,

E-Ver}rohe hit the exits and got in their cars. But
w.'+l'~|. all -{'}w_ ?EG?IE. +r}'.'h3 +o leave at -1+.e exact

same time, it was a total traffic Jﬂm-




Manny tried to entertain eVer}’one b?' 'l'e"Ih& Jol:ts.
At first Mom and Dad were encouraging him.

But after a while, Mnhr\?x’s Jokes didnt even

mﬁk& sense.

We were low oh gas, so we had +o tumn off the
air conditioner and wait for the ?arkh-\a lot 4o

clear up.



Mom said she had a hudw:’ne, and she went to
the back +o lie down. An hour later traffic -ﬁ"mllf
+hinned out, and we 301' onto the Hs}\wnf.

‘e s’ro?Pad for 99as, and about 1Cor1?z--ﬁ‘we minutes

later we were home. Dad told me to wake Mom up,
but when T looked in the back of +the station

wagoh, Mom washt there.

P e

For a few minutes nobody knew w}\ere she went.
'ﬁ\eh we realized the ohly Piact she could be was
at the gas station. She mustve gotten out to use
H'xr. bnﬂ'\roam wheh we s+o?Ped, and mbo&?( roticed.

i

— I’IT—H‘I

Sure c‘nou\g’n, ﬂm‘i"s where she was. \We were Slnd
4o see her, but T dont think she was oo hmﬁ‘-?;'
+o see US.



Mom didn+ reu“y say uhy-l‘%ihs on the ride back.
Something tells me she’s had her fill of fnr-u'l;;
+05e+harhess for a while, and that's 3004,
because i }m\fa , too.

Sunday
E radll}; wish we didnt go oh +hat trip )fesi'erdd).',
because if we s+a7e.& home, my fish would still be alive.

Before we left for our trip T fed my fish, and Mom
said T should feed Rodrick’s fish, 400, Rodrick’s fish
was in a bowl on +0P of ‘ﬂ\e refrisera.‘i'or, and I.'rn
pretty sure Rodrick hadnt fed his fish or cleaned

the bowl once.



I ‘I‘lnihk Rodrick’s -{45"1 was |i\rr'h3 off of the n!gne
growing onh the slass.

When Mom saw Rodrick’s bowl, she +hau3h+ it
was diSSUS'Hhs. Se Sl‘\e ‘h:lok "n's ;-5'}\ and 'FU'l' it in
y bowl.

When we got home from the water FM‘EJ T
went s-rrais,’n-l' +o -ﬂ\e. kH‘d\eh +to -Fe.e& n){ -Fisl-\.
But he was gone, and it wasnt a |>|'3 m?rS‘l'cl')(
what th?ehed +o him.



(s

T didnt even have time to feel sad about it,
becauvse +otfn7 was Father’s Day and we all had 4o
sﬁ n -I'}ﬁe car and g0 vp +to grahd?a's for br’uhc}'\.

Tl tell you this: T T'm ever a dad, roque. hot
gonna see ME Jressihs up in a shirt and tie and
soéhs +o Leisure Towers on Fathers Dd?‘. I'm
gonhna go off b}f rn)rsd-F and have some FUN. But
Mom said she ﬂ'\ous]'ﬁ it would be Soad for +he
‘ﬂ'\ree semraﬁor\s of Hm{ﬂef men to be ‘l'ost‘iher.

4 guess T rustve been ?ickEhs at ny food,
because Dad asked me what was wrong. T +old him
T was bummed out because my fish died. Dad said
he didnt rm"?' know what o so.?( becavse he'd
never had a pet die before.



Ht. said }\e used o have a c!—ns hared Nu+{'7 when "\e.
wds d ki&, but leﬁ;{ ran d.wu?‘ to a ':-u'H'cr\q)a farm.

Tve heard Dad ell +his same s-t'or}( about N
and the bu-H*erﬂ;.' farm a million times, but T didnt
wahna be rude and cut him off.

Then Gra.rd?u s?ol:e vp and said he had a “confession”
to make. He said that Nva didnt ndw“.y run away
to a h.d'h.rﬂ'y farm. Gr’o.?'dPﬁ said whd' REALLY
happened was that he anddfh-m!ly ran over the dog
when he was imkhs Hs car out of the &ﬂ‘u’ewn?'.




Gmhd?n sm’d he mde up -H'\e EuHer'ﬂ?( farm s-h:ary
so he didnt have 1o tell Dad the 4ruth, but +hat
how 'ﬂ'\e.?ﬂ could have a 300& |u.u3}m over it.

But Dad was MAD. He +old us +o get in the car,
and he lef+ Grnhdpn with the bill for brunch. Dad
didnt sa?v ah?t{'h.'ha on the wa}e home. He Juﬂ
dro??ed us off at the house and drove nwa}!,

Dad was gone for a |oh5 time, and T was starting
o -ﬂ\ihk my‘be he wds gohha Jus*l' take the rest of

the Jn)( for himself. But he showed up an Nour
later ca.rr}iihs a bis cardboard box.



Dad put the box on the floor, and believe i+ or
not, there was a DOG in there.

Mom didn+ seem 4oo thrilled +hat Dad went out
and bous}ﬂ' a dc-s without c’.‘\eck.'hs with her first.
T dont think Dad has ever even bousH’ a pair
of pants for himself without getting Moms OK
beforehand. But T +hink she could see +hat Dad

was ]hnp?y, so she let him keeP it.

At dinner Mom said we should come up with a name
for +he &os.




T wanted +o rame it SOF"IE'H'\EHS cool like Shredder or
REP jaw, but Mom said ry ideas were ‘oo "Violent."

Huhh},ﬂ‘s ideas were a whole lot worse, ﬂ'\ous,!n. He
wanted 4o name the clos an animal hame like

E—lt?l’mh‘f or Zebra.

Ra&ﬁ'(k h'l‘:ec{ 'ﬂ'\e ahimal name J'&en_. o.hd ]‘\[‘. said we
should call the dog Turte.

Mom said we should call the &os Sweetheart. T
+hou3,h+ +that was a rea“)f terrible idea, because
the dog is a BOY, rot a grl.



But before any of us could 'Fr'ﬁ'fﬁ it, Dad aSreed
with Moms idea.

T +hink Dad was willing to go with a.hy‘l-}x.‘hs Mo
came up with if 4 meant he didnt have 4o take
+he clas back. But Smeﬁ\iha tells me Uncle Joe
would not approve of our 405'5 name.

Dad told Rodrick he should g0 to the mall +o buy
a bowl and get the 3033 hame Pn‘nh& on it, and
:here's; whn‘t‘ Ro:lrfck came back wHﬂ'\ —

>




27 guess that's what you 39_'1' when You send the
worst sPeHer in the {"a.n-'l?t off 4o do your errands.

Wednesday
I was re:o."?! l'\a??)a‘ wheh we 5°+ our &OS at Firs-h
but now I’m shﬁihe 4o have second +}\0u5h+5.

'ﬁ\e &osjs dc't‘ua!l)y been Jn‘\rihS me CFdI.}!. A few
'nialn-ts ago a commercial came on 1TV, and it
showed some spPJncrs PD?P;'P'\S in and out of their
holes. Sweetie seemed ?reﬁy interested in that, so
Dad said —

That got Sweetie all riled up, and he started
barkihs at the TV,



Now Sweetie barks at the TV CONSTANTLY,
and the ohly ﬂ\ihs that gets him to stop is when
-I'-'he commercial wiﬂn ﬂ\e snP}\ers comes ba.ck on.

(RUHLER
Rl

BARK

But what r‘enﬂ?( *JUSS me about the &03 is that he
lil:es +o SIE.E‘.P in m}( i‘:cd, a.hd I'm a-Fru.:'cI- ’;\:FH bite
m}-{ 'lhdhd off if I ‘I'r?l to move him.

’ GRRARRG

/ S I S A

And he doesnt Just sleep in my bed. He sleeps
right smack in the middle.



Dad comes in m}; room at 1:00 every morhing +o
take Sweetie ouvt. But T guess me and +he dog
have Som:‘ﬂ'\ihg in common, because he doesnt like
getting out of bed in the morhing, either. So Dad
turns the lights on and off to ry to make the
clos wake up-

COME ON, SWEETIE,
GET UP GET UP GET
UP GET UP GET UP. /|

FLICK -
FLICK
# E:ucx“
. 2222
i"ﬂ i : I
(s EJ’




Y\'.S‘l‘art]'df Dad couldnt 5&1’ Sweetie o 90 outside,
so he tried some"l’hihg new. He went to the front
of the house and rang +he doorbell, which made
the CI'DS shoot out of bed like a rocket.

The ohl?f Problem was, he used my face as a

DING DONG
apRK BARK
QARK BARK i
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Inuh:hl'hs Pn&.

T+ rustive been ra.ihihs outside this mnﬂh&, because
when Sweetie came back in he was shiuerihs and
sml:ihs wet. 'ﬂ\eh he 4ried +o 3&+ under the covers
with me to get warm. Luckilf, the mu&df hand has
given me a lot of practice with this sort of -I‘hihs .
so T was able 4o kee? him out.



[silc]
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This morhing Dad wasnt able +o get the Jo& out
of "’7 bed no matter WHAT he 4ried. So he went
4o work, and about an hour later Sweetie woke me
vp o take him outside. T wrapped m)rszhf in my
blanket and then let the dog out the front door
and waited for him 4o do his business. But Sweetie
&zdde& +o mke a run for I dhd- 'i }md +o c‘huse

after him.




You krow, T was nc—t'ual!y *\ﬂﬂ-‘ihs a ?rr,-H-); decent
summer unhl Sweetie came along. He's ruihing the
Hwo %ih&s that are +he most imFoH‘arﬁ‘ to me:
television and slacP.

And you khow how Dad is dlwnrys getting on my
case about lyiha around all Jq}'? Well, Sweetie is
twice as bad as me, but Dad’s CRAZY about
that Jos.

T dont think +he -If:elihs is mutual, ﬂoush. Dad
is d.lwn}es +r>n‘n3 to get +he clos to give him a kiss
oh the nose, but Sweetie wont do it.




I cahn kihcl of uhc{ers‘hh& why 'H'\e &95 doesnt
!;ke Dud.

The oh]?( person Sweetie really likes is Mom , even
-H\aue,!n she ﬁarel?' pays him any attention. And T
can el thats starting to drive Dad a litte nuts.

;g;-




T +hink Sweetie is just more of a ladies’ man. So T

guess +hat's sane.'ﬂ'mihs else we have in common.

JULY
So.'furda;g
Last night T was working on 4 new comic to
rc?lncc “Lil Cutie” I \{fsur'cd ‘Hﬁcr‘c would be a lot
of con?eﬁh'oh for +he open slet, so I. wanted to
come up with s::mi-h'hs +hat renll?' stood out. T
made up +his comic called "Her, Peo?h.'" that's
sort of like a half cartooh, half advice column., T
ﬁsurc T can use i+ to make the world a better
?1“&, or at least a better Phca for ME.

les

B

WHEN CRDERING FROM A FAST-FOOD

RESTAURANT, TRY TO DECIDE WHAT

YOU WANT BEFORE YOU GET TO THE
FRONT OF THE LINE.




WHEN IN PUBLIC, KINDLY REFRAIN
FROM DISCUSSING DETAILS OF YOUR
RECENT SURGERY.

T \ffsur‘ad sirce Dad reads the comics, T m'shnr as well

write a few ‘|+wl' were sFeci-Fim"?' hr&a‘i‘e& at him.




T wouldve written a bunch of comics last risi;ﬁ,
but Sweetie was dr‘ivihs me crazy and T couldn+
concentrate.

\nﬂ'\ula 'I: was drumhs, 'I'l;\e. &03 was srl'"nhs on m}'
Fullaw l-ckuhs, his paws and his tail, and he was
ren“?t getting into it.

Whenever Sweetie does that, T have 4o remember
+o -ﬂiP +he ?illow over when T ge to bed. Last
hESJn‘l‘ 1 'farso-f, and when T Ia)f down T put my
head rfs“n‘i' on the wet spot.

S?l:nkihs of lickihs, Sweetie -ﬂ'm"’y kissed Dad
last+ hash-l‘ I-I‘s rabui:r'l becuuse D‘d& l\ad F°+°‘+°
chips on his breu-ﬂ-\ h::ly T +hink dogs have an
automatic response to +that sort of ‘I‘Hhﬂ.



T didnt have the heart 4o tell Dad +hat Sweetie
had Just spent the past half hour on oy Piliaw
lickihﬁ his rear end.

Ah??\uay‘) T hoP}ha T can write a few more
comics +ohEs]-\+, becavse T'm not gohha be able to
get any work done tomorrow. Tomorrow's the

Fourth of Ju|7, and Mom is mkiha the whole
-Fa.n-u']?t ge to the town ?ml..

T 4ried 4o get out of i+, mostly because T want
to make i+ ‘l'hroush +he summer without imvihs to
walk past +he shower guys: But T +hink Moms
still hoping to have one perfect family day this
summer, so theres no use -ﬁ‘sl-\-ﬁhs it.



Monda

!;)f Fourth of JUL?' started out ?re+l7' r'oc.-sh. When
got o the Poo!, T +ried 4o get +}\rou3!'x the

locker room as c{u{cHr as T could. But the shower

Quys were rmll}.r chrH}f, and -1+.e>( didnt make i+

tﬁS?fl}hr'!C.

HEY, GREG, HOW'S
THE FAMILY?

Then Mom 4old me she left her sunslnsses out in
the car, so T had 4o g0 BACK ﬁ\rous]\ the
shower area o the Pnr‘kihs lot. T wore Moms
sunglasses on the retumn trip to make it clear T
wasnt interested in conversation, but that didnt
work out so 500&, either.



Seriousl}r, 'I wish ﬂwse su‘ys would JuS‘l‘ take a
shower at home before +5ne!y came +o the ?ool.
Becauvse once you see s::mbod?' like that, you can
never look at them the same way again.

MIND IF I
BORROW

THIS CHAIR
FOR A SEC? / mISS

Fad




After T got past +he locker room, +}~.-'n3s didnt
Se‘r a whole lot better. 'ﬂ\e scene was Jus+ about
}ww I remembered i+, Eﬁ.t’?‘f more crowded. I
guess e.varyahe ha& -Hwe. Same i&ea to s?eh& -ﬂ-\e
Fourth at the Fool-

The ohl?’ +ime the Pwl cleared out was when the
iifasunré called a fifteen-minute rest break and all
the kids had +o se‘l' out of the water.

1; ﬂ*.ihk -ﬂwe idea {:elwih& rest breaks is to 3iVe
adults a little time to eh\jo?‘ +he Pool , but T dont
kinow how +hey’re su?Posed +o relax with three
hundred kids wn-"l'a'hg for the break 4o be over.



When T was fouhser T used o Jusi‘ g0 Swim in
the bab Pool &urihs the fifteen-minute rest
l)reuk, but -H-w.+ was before 'J: khew whu+ wen+t
oh in -ﬂ\ere.

MAMA, T™
PEEING!

The ohl)z area of the ?ool that wasnt a com?le-te
madhouse was +}\e :Ieep eh&, and that's where the
diving boards are. T haven't been in the deep end
since T was eis{'\-i' years old, when Rodrick +alked
me into JumPihs off the 1‘\53"‘- dive.



Rodrick was aiwa.?ls +r)n'h5 to get me to jump off
the high dive, but that tall ladder really scared
me. He told me T needed +o conguer my fears or

T4 never become a man.
5

7

)
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Then one Ja?i Rodrick +old me that +here was a
clown at the top of the cliv.'hs board who was
hdhdihs out free -I'o}(s, and that 3o+ my atHention.

But bf the 4ime T realized Rodrick was full of
JDa.Iahey, it was too late.



Ahywd?‘ 3 'I'odd.y Mom got e\ferfoht +03e'ﬂ'\er to go
1o the ?ichic area because -H-\e?; were 3'\""'“3 out

{ree watermelon.

But The got a fear of watermelon, too. Rodrick
is alwu?rs +e|lih3 me that if you eat the seeds,
then a watermelon will grow in ?raur stomach.




T don't know if he's 'I'ellihs +he 4ruth or not, but
school’s ohly a couPie. of months away, o T not
williha 4o take the risk.

\When it started 3e++ih3 dnrk, everyahe Fu‘l‘ their
blankets out on the lawn 4o watch the fireworks
&.‘s?la;(. We sat staring up at the sky for a long
time, but ho-rh'ha wads ’nu??erﬁh‘a-

Then someone came on the 1ouds?ta.ker and said
that the show was canceled because someone left
the fireworks out in the rain last rﬁs}ﬁ and -H‘.e?'
got soaked. Some little kids started to cry, so a
cou?|e of grown-ups tried to create their own
fireworks show.



Luckfl}; , the fireworks Jis?lay at the couh*h’y club
down *I'}\a road started ris}ﬁ about -H\eh. I—I' was a
li+te hard 4o see over the 4rees, but at +hat point
T dont think anyone really cared.

I




Tuesdd.?(

This morning T was sitting at the kitchen table
-ﬂFP?MS +hrou5\'\ -ﬂ'm comics, a.hd I Came across
s.or-.e-ﬂ-..'hs that almost made me spit out my cereal.

T+ was a 'Iwo—Past back-+o-school ad, rish‘r where
any kid could see it.

BACK TO SCHOOL
—— Blowot Sabe!

\ Save on: dacks, v-neck sweaters, ELLIGELS

STyl )0/

| ONLY AT MORTIE'S! | OFF

T cant believe i+s actually LEGAL 4o run a
back-+o-school ad two months before school
starts, Ah'yoh: who would do that kind of ﬂx?hs_
mus+ reall?r not like kids.



T'm sure back-to-school ads are gonna start
POF?EHS up all over the quce how, and the next
+}~.ih3 you krnow, Mom is gohna be +e.|||'h3 me its
time to go cia'thes shof:?ihs. Ah& wi'ﬂ'\ Mom,
+¥\a+ls dh u.H.Lda.y n{{uir.

So T asked Mom if Dad could take me clothes
shc??.'ha instead, and she said yes- T +hink
she saw it as some kind of father-son boh&in&

o??ori'uhﬂ'y.

But T +old Dad he could Just go without me and
P;cl: out whatever he wanted.



Well, THAT was a dumb move, because Dad did
all of 5{\55 ShO?PihS at H\e P"\drmac?f.

Before T saw that ad, r~7 Ja?( was bad ehoush
dlren&y. T+ rained again +his morning, So Sweetie
ried o get under the covers with me after Dad
+ook Hm out.

1 guess T rustve been a little off m game,
because the :103 found a 9ap between +he blanke+
and the bed and mhnsed to se.'t H‘urous"\.

And let me tell you, +heres hoﬂ'u\'\g. more ﬁwif?tihs
than being trapped under your covers wearing nothing
but underwear with a wet Jos cra.wlih3 all over )(ou.
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T was ﬁewihg about the dos and that back-to-
school ad when my whole day turmed around. Mom
had ?rfh+ed out some ?Ec‘fures from the Fourth,
and she lef+ them 17;h5 on the kitchen table.

Th one of the ?ic-l'urcs ?!au could see a li{es,ud.r& in
+he bo.ckarauhd. T+ was a lit+He hard to tell, but
Thm Pr‘e—H'y sure the !i-resuarJ was Heather Hils.




T+ was so crowded at the Poal yes-}er&ny that T
didnt even notice the lifeguards. And if that really
WAS Heather Hills, T cant believe T missed her.

Heather Hills is the sister of Hol‘l?( Hills, who is one
of the cutest girls in my class. But Heathers in
HIGH school, which is a whole different lea.&ue
+han middle school.

HEATHER

HILLS
HOLLY

HILLS

This Heather Hills +}1|'h3 s c}mhsihs my whole
perspective on +he town Eooi. Th fact, Tm
starting to rethink my whole SUMMER. The &03
has ruined all the fun of 5:.‘h3 at home, and T

realized that if T dont do sarwe+5nih3 qu.'r.k, T
wont have nhy’rhihs soo:l +o sa}r about rn?( vacation.



. BARK BARK o

So starting tomorrow T gonha have a whole new
attitude. And hoPe-Fully by the +ime T get back
1o school, T'll have a h’g"h school Siri{:r'ich&, toa.

‘wledhes&n?g

Mom was 'r'ea.H?( hd???’ I. was willihs +o 90 to the
Poal with her and Nahh?' +o&ny, and she said she
was ?roud T was fiha“?r putting my \Ca.mily n

front of video games. T didnt mention Heather

H.‘lls +o Mom, because 'I: dont need her seHihs n
the middle of my love life.

B
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When we got there, T wanted +o 90 s-l-ra.'ﬁh-l' +o
+he ?ooi area and see if Henﬂ\er was on &u‘f?(. But
then T realized Td better be ?reparz& in case

she was.

So T made a pit stop in the bathroom and lathered
r-?'sehf in suntan al. Then T did a bunch of Push-u?s
and sit-ups o rmﬂ}.r make y muscles pop.

T was Pt’ol)d.{)ly in there for about fifteen minutes. T
was c]-\eckh-.s m?fseH- out in the mirror when T heard
someone in a stall clear his throat.




Well, +hat was ?rE‘H'y mbarrussihs, because it
meant whoever was in there could see me -ﬂexihs n
front of the mirror the whole time. And if +that
person was dh}"l‘}\ih& like ME, he couldnt go to
the bathroom until he had complete Privu.c)'.

2 -ﬁﬂurecl +he person in the stall couldn* see my
face, so at least he didnt khow who T was. T
was just about o sliP out of the bathroom when
T heard Mom at the front of the locker room.

Mom wanted to know what took me so long and
WB}( T looked so "s’m'h?',“ but T was nlrea.d?t
|ookih5 past her and scanhing +he |E-Fe3ua.r4
stands to see if Heather Hills was on deck.



Ahd sure enous}\, she was. I went rFsH' over to
her and parked myself underneath her chair.

Every once in a whie T'd say something witty,
and % think T was &eﬂhﬁeliz impressing h:r?

DOES MRS. ARCIAGA
REALLY THINK IT'S A
GOOD IDEA TO WEAR A
BIKINI WHEN SHE'S
EIGHT MONTHS

I'& Se-f Htﬁ'}\er a new cup of water w}\e_m\rcr it
looked like she needed a refill, and r.:\n.r\‘:r?J +ime some
kid would do $ome++\£h3 wrong, T4 s?eak up so
Heather didnt have to.



Whenever Heather's shift ended, T'd follow her +o
her next station. E.V:r‘_y fourth time, I'& end up
in front of where Mom was sf++|'h3. And let me
tell you, s not easy 4o be smooth when your
mother is sitting five feet uwa}f.




g i Jus+ !\o?e Heather knows that T would do
ANYTHING for her. Tf she wants someone to
put suntan lotion on her back or towel her off
after she takes a :L'P in the pool, T'm the man
for +he Jo’b

T bdsicull}( !nuhs out with Heather until it was
time to go. On my way home T was %Ehkihﬂ
that if +he rest of oy vacation gees like ‘l'oda)w,
this WILL be +he best summer ever, Just like
Mom ?red.'c-’red. Th fact, the oni}; ‘H‘\Ihs +hat
cahn run +]-\ihss how 15 -ﬂw.-f s+u?4'4 mu&d}' huhd.
T'm sure i+l show vp at the exact wrong moment
and sPoi! ever'y-l"hihs.

GREG HEFFLEY, DO YOU
TAKE HEATHER HILLS TO
BE YOUR LAWFULLY




Wednesda
The been ]\nhsins out with Heather e\fer‘y Sihsie
da}w for the ?as*l' week.

T realized my friends at school will never believe
it when T +tell them about me and Heather, so T
asked Mom o take a ?ic-h.lre of me s‘mhdiha hext
to the Ii{eguurd chair.

Mom didnt have her camera, so she had 4o use her
cell Phohe. But she couldnt -Fisure out how 4o +ake
4 Pic-l'ure with i+, and T ended vp ﬂqhéihs +here
for a Lohﬁ time looki‘ns like a fool.




T fimlly got Mom to press +he risl'\‘l' button 4o
take a ?ic-h.:re, but when she d.’d, the camera was
Poihd'ed ‘!'he wrong wn?! and she took a Pic-fure of
herself. See, this is wh}f 1 alwa}ys say that
-I'echhalasy is wasted on grown-ups.

T got Mom to point the camera at me, but r‘ia}vl' at
+hat moment her Fho‘m rang and she answered i+.

HELLO? BARBARA? 1S
THAT REALLY YOU?

Mom talked for about five minutes, and b}l +he
+ime s}\e was Johe, Hea‘ﬂ'\er was oh to }\er hext
S‘\i{'l‘. But that di&h"!' S'I‘o? Mom from +n1<.ih3 ‘H\P.
picture nh;(way.



Fri&a};

Rel?ﬂihe, on Mom for my ride +o the ?ool is starting
+o become a Fr‘oHam. Mom x:lo-ashtl' want to 90 +to
the Pool a\.'er?' dn?r, and when she DOES 90, she
Ohlf ﬁays a few hours.

T like to be at the POOI from the +ime it opens
until the +ime it closes so T can maximize m
time with Heu-ﬂuer. ']: wasnt about 4o ask
Rodrick +o drive me 4o the pool in his van
because he nlwa?fs makes me sit in the back, and
there are ho seats.

T realized T need my OWN transportation,
and |uc1:i|?( T found a solution ?'es*l'er&d}f.



One of our neial'\bors lef+ a bike out |:7 the curb,
and T +took it before anyone else could.

T rode the bike home and Parked i+ in the
garage. When Dad saw it, he said it was a "3EH
bike” and T should get rid of it.

But T +ell you at least two reasons a Sirl bike is
better than a ba}/ bke. Number one, girl bikes have
{:15, cus}mhy seats, and thats ml}e important
when youre rrdnhs n )ro-:.-r {m‘l’h-ha suit.

GIRL SEAT
BOY SEAT

-«»



And number two, sirl bikes have those baskets on
-H\e hahdlebars, w}-\ich are soad for carryih\g ?ﬂour

video games and suntan lotion. Plus, my bike came

with a bell, and that REALLY comes in }mh&?(.

MOVE ALONG,
PEOPLE!

Monday
g i guess T shouldve known that a bike that
was left out with the trash wasnt gonna las+

\rer}( |oh3.

T was ri&ihs home from +he ?ool ?'es-l'er‘da?', and
the bike started getting all wobbl;{. Then +he
front wheel Fo?Ped ri3h+ off. So +°&"'}' T haod
+o ask Mom for a ride 4o the Pool.



When we got there, Mom said T had to take
Mo.'nh}e with me ﬁraus"\ the locker room. She said
he's se-H'ihs too old 1o go ‘I"nroush +he women's
locker room with her, so T guess -H'xe}; must have
the same shower situation in there as -{'he?' do in

the mens locker room.

T+ shouldve +aken about five seconds +o get
Manhy from one end of the locker room to the
other, but it took about ten minutes instead.

Mdhh)' goes ever)mhare with Mom, so he had

never actually BEEN in a men’s bathroom before.
He was r‘enll?f curious and wanted to check av-ery-!-h;hs
out. ;‘:H' ohe Po-'rﬁ 'I. had 4o S‘I’oP Hm from washiha
his hands in the urinal because T guess he kush-f

i+ was a sink.



i
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T didnt want Manny to have to walk +}\rou3l'\
the shower area and see -Hne -H\ihss IJ\re seen. So
I 30‘!’ a towel out of m?f bns and was gohha ?U‘i’
it over Muhh?f's e;:e_s wl.-\eh We walked Tms-} -ﬂw_
shawer Su?(s. But in H\& two seconds i+ ook me to
get oy +owel, l"'lahh?' wdS gohe. And fcuiﬂ hever
believe where he went.

T knew T had 4o rescue Mnhhy , so L closed my
eyes as +i3!.'\‘l' as I could uh& went in to save him.



T was renll?( hervous about -I'ouc’nihg one of the
shower auys, and for a second there T thought
T did.

T had 4o open my eyes to find Mahh;/, and then T
srdbbeJ him and got out as fast as T could.

Nheh we 5::»‘1' +o *ﬂ‘\e o‘?}‘\er‘ siclr., Mdhhy se:me&

fine, but T dont think Tl ever 'h:'l'-::ﬂy recover
from that c:cPeriehc:.

[MEN]
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T kind of s‘masered over +o r':?' sFo‘l' underneath
Heather's 1i&3mrd chair. Then T started +a|:ih5
dccP breaths 4o calm n;,!sdf down.

Five minutes later some kid who mustve eaten +oo
much ice cream +)nrew vp behind Henﬂ'\er's c’nair.
Heather looked behind her, and then she looked
down like she was waiting for me +o do Same-i'hihs.
T quess the noble 'ﬂ‘\ihs 1o do was 4o clean up the
mess for Heather, but this was r‘e-:l.ﬂ}.' beyohd the

call of Jui}l

Ah?way, The been doing a lot of thinking Io.+ely, and
The realized that T need 4o let +his summer romance
cool off a ltHe.



P|us o Heu.'ﬂ'mer}s aaihs off 1o coll:se hext )‘mf, dhd
+hose Iohs-diﬁahce relaﬁohshi?s hever reuliy seem

+o wark out.

AUGUST
Tupsda?l
We ran into the Jeffersons at the supermarket
'I'c&d.y. Me and Rowley haven+ S?akeh +o e.a.c}\
a'l"ner noover a mohth, so it was kih& of awkwdrcl.




Mrs. Jefferson said +}-.cy were bu?r.'ha groceries
for their -h'i? +o the beach next week. That kind
of irritated me because +hats w}\ere MY fami
wads SU??osed to go this summer. But then Mrs.
Jefferson said 50m:+hih3 +hat ren]!y threw me
for a Ion?.

Mr. Jefferson J:dhﬁ' look oo thrilled with that
idea, but before he could s?eak up Mo chimed in.

WHY, GREGORY WOULD
LOVE TO!




Sorv-ﬁ'hiha about the whole incident seemed a little
fishy to me. Tm kind of wondering if it was
setup, with Mom and Mrs. Jefferson cohspiring to
get me and Rowh?' back +oseﬂ\er.

Believe me, Rawley‘s +he LAST person T want
to s?ehd a week with, But then T realized if T
went to the beach with the Jeffersons, T4 get
o ride the Cranium Shaker. So m}(l:e My summer
wont be such a bust after all.

F"’loh-:ldy
‘,]: krew :[ made a mistake com'n3 oh 'Fhis {:each
-m‘P when I saw where we were S+ﬂ7fh3.




My family always rents a condo in the high-rises
rish-f near the boardwalk, but the place where the
Jeffersons are s+n;;ih3 5 a |03 cabin about five
miles from the beach. We went inside the cabin,
and there was no TV or computer or ANYTHING

wH'}\ 4 screen oh it.

T asked what we were SUP?OS£& 1o do for
entertainment, and Mrs. Jefferson said —




I ‘!'housh‘l‘ that was a soad one, and T was
about to el Rowh}; his mom was Pr‘e-H';f 'Fuhh};.
But she came back a second later with a bunch of
ren&ihg material.

So that Just CONFIRMED Mom was in on +this
Pinn from the Jbzsihhihs.

All +hree Jeffersons read their books rfs’rd' up
until it was time to eat. Dinner was OK, but
dessert was awful. Mrs. Jefferson is one of
+hose moms who sneaks henl'ﬂ'\y food into )»‘our
snacks, and her brownies were full of sPihach.

T dont think 45 a 300& idea to Sr‘ih& up v:Sehbles
and ?u-i' them in kids desserts, because then ‘Hne?!
dont know what the real thing is supposed +o
taste like.



The first time R'C"’"i"}‘ had a r'c_gulur brownie was
at m}( house i and believe me, it wasnt ?FEH}(.

After dinner Mrs. Jefferson called vs all into +he
lfvihs room to ?in?‘ games. T was hop.’hs we were
gonha ?La}r 50me+hih3 normal like cards, but the
Jeffersons have their own idea of fun.

The Jeffersons ?inyed a game called "T Love You
Because,” and when it was my turm, T Pa.ssad.

I LOVE YOU BECAUSE
YOU'RE SILLY AND




Then we Pldu?'e& charades, and when it was Rowle?"s

furn, he was a 403.

A+ about 9:00 Mr. Jefferson told us it was time
for bed. Thats when T found out the slchihS
situation at the Jeffersons’ cabin was worse than
the entertainment situation.




There was ohl}.f one bed, so T +old Rowie?' we could
make a deal: Wed -Hi? a coin, and one avy would get
the bed and +he other would sleeP on +he floor.

But Rowlaf took a look at the crusv sl\ng carpet
and decided he didnt want o risk it. T decided T
wasn+ wiﬂihs +o S1:e? on the floor, either. So T
got into bed with Rowlay and Just s-!‘aye& as far

away from him as PassFi:—le.

Rowlef started shoring r53h+ away, but T was
}‘!d\'fhs +rouble -Fa.ﬂihs nsleeF with KGH: Py bo&f
}mhsihs off the bed. T was qcimll}x starting o
drift off when Rowle?! let out a scream like he was
be-'hs attacked.



For a second there T +}soush+ the muddf hand
had {imlly musl\"r vp with us.

Rowley's parents came running in to see what
y>p 9

hd??eh&&.

Rowle.f said he had a rﬁgh-tmrt that there was a
chicken Hdihs underneath him.



So 'Rowle)ﬂ's parents spent +he next twenty minutes
'h’yihs 4o calm }\.’m &owh and 'I't“ihs Hm it was JUH’
d bad drmrn ah:{ '|+\er‘e re.u"}( wds ho chickeh.

Noboc!y bothered 4o check on how T was :Jo[ha
after {:qﬂins off the bed onto my face.

Rowie.y spent +he rest of the nisH' sleeping in his
?arerﬁsl room, which was fine with me. Because
without Rowkf and his chicken dreams +o L‘.eeP e
awake, T was able o geta Soo& his*ﬁis sh:ep.

‘_-'Je&msc{a}g
]:’\re been stuck inside 'ﬂ\is cabin for ‘ﬂ\ree da.?(s
now, and Tm rea.ﬂ?f starting o lose my mind.



Tve been +r ing to get Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson
+o take us to the boardwalk, but 'ﬂ'\e?( say its too
ho's?' +here.

Tve never gohe +his inhs without TV or computers
or Video games, and Tm S‘l’nt"ﬁh& +o feel kind of
desperate. \hen Mr. Jefferson works late at night
on his |aP+o?, T sneak downstairs and watch him
JUS‘I' to get a 3'54"1?53 of the outside world.

Tve 4ried 4o get Mr. Jefferson 4o let me use
his ""F+°F a4 couple of times, but he says i+'s his
"work com?uﬂr“ and he doesn+t want me to mess
ahy%ihs up- Last hiah-r ]: was at r-m;( breqkihs
point, so T did same-{']hihs a little risky.



\When Mr. Jefferson got up to use the bathroom,
I Jum?e& at my chance.

2 k]

=]
i

T rattled off an e-mail 4o Mom as ciuir.k as T
could, then ran u?sﬁairs and got into bed.

TO: Heffley, Susan
SUBJECT: S0S

HELP HELP GET ME OUT OF HERE THESE
PEQOPLE ARE DRIVING ME CRAZY

When T came downstairs for breakfast +his morning,
Mr. Jefferson didn't look +oo """P?)' +o see me.

Q H"i
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T+ turns out that T sent that e-mail from Mr.
Jefferson's work account, and Mom answered back.

TO: Jefferson, Robert
SUBJECT: RE: S0S

Family vacations can be a challenge!
Is Gregory not behaving himself?

- Susan

1 +\'\ou3}1+ Mr. Jefferson was gohna rcn"}( let me
have it, but he didn*t say nhff’nihs at all. Then
Mrs. Jefferson said mfbe we could go to the
boardwalk later on this afterncon and spend an
hour or 4wo there.

i

[ENTE
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Well, +hat's all T was ever a.skihs for. A few
hours is all T r‘eaﬂ?r need.




Tf T can Just ride the Cranium Shaker once, Tl
feel like this 4rip wasnt a total waste of time.

Frfdo.?f
T'm back home from the beach 4wo :lafs md?e, and
if you wanna know the reason why_. s kind of a

lﬂ"‘f} s+nr?'.

The Jeffersons took me and Rowlef to the
boardwalk ?rcs‘r:r&n?« afternoon. T wanted +o g
on the Cranium Shaker rI3h+ away, but the line
was ‘oo 1oh3, so we decided o get some food and

come back later.

‘e got some ice cream, but Mrs. Jefferson crd?r
ordered one cone for the four of us 4o share.

9




Mom gave me ﬂ\ir'i'?f dollars +o s?thd at the
beach, and T blew +we.h4|7 of it on this one

carnival game.

T was + ing fo win a giant stuffed caterpillar,
but T think -ﬂ'\e?f have those games rigged so

}you cant succeed.

Rowley watched me blow my twenty dollars, and
H\:h {c asked h’s dad +o bu-‘y Hm e EXACT
same giant r.a+er?illur at a shoP next door. And
the thing that really stinks is that it only cost
him ten bucks.



T +hink Mr. Jefferson is mk[hs a brs ristake
with a move like that. Now Raw!t;y feels like a

wihner even +’1au31'\ l'w. isnt.

Tve had m.)( owh :x?eriehce with that sort of
-ﬂ'\.‘h‘a. Last year when T was on the swim team,
-t}-.ey had this special swim meet T got invited o
oh d Suhdn}(.

;!Qmmus SWIM MEET




When T showed up, T realized none of the
GOOD swimmers were there. T+ was °th the
kids who had never won a ribbon before.

i""\‘l’ first I Was Preﬁ}( "mPPY 5 because I +}sau3’n+
a2 nisi-ﬁ- r.\c‘]'unn?( WIN sam*h[hs for once.

T stll didnt do well, 'I'i'\oush. H;; event was the
100-meter 'Freesfyle, and T got so ?ooFe:! +hat
T had 40 WALK +he last |mf.

But the Ju&ses didnt dis:iuo.h\f)f me. And at the
end of the thH', T got a -ﬁrs+-F|ace ribbon,
which rny‘ ?qrenﬁ handed +o me.



Th fact, EVERYONE walked away with {irs+-|?luce
r.'bbohs, even Tomy Lam, who 30+ +urned around in
'H'\e backs+roke ahd Swam ‘H'\e wrong wa.?!.

YOU ARE
A

WINNER

TO US!
Txy
N

When T 30‘1‘ home, T was confused. But then
Rodrick saw me with my \firer-?kace C}mm?iohs
riH:oh, and he gave me +he scoop.

Rodrick told me +he ChnmPiahs meet is just a
scam_put on b?' ?nrelrﬁ's +o make their kids feel

S

like winners.



T guess parents think +!'~.e?r’re. doing their kids a
favor b}f going ‘l'}'sroug,}\ with all ﬂ‘m‘}, but if you
ask me, T +hink i+ Jus+ CAuSes more Prof:-lcrns down
+he road.

T remember when T used to be on the tee-ball
+eam and evaryahe would cheer even when T struck
out. Then the next year, in_juhior baseball, all
+eammates and the other parents would boo me off
the field f T &rowv.d a pop ﬂ}; or sorneﬂ'\ihs.

All T'm sa?trhs is, if Rowie?ris parents wanna make
Nim feel 300& about himself, '1'Jhe?f cant do it now
when he's a kid and +then walk away. 'ﬂqef’m gotta
stick with him all +he way 'l’hrous}\.




After the cd‘l'er?illar ‘H‘\ihs we just walked up and
down the boardwalk, waiting for the line for the
Cranium Shaker 4o 90 down. Then T saw saerHhs
+hat got oy attention.

I‘i’ was 'ﬂ-m'i' 3ir| from Rodrick's L’.efc}m?n Pfc-h.-re.
But here’s the -I‘thi She wasn+t a real person.
She was a CARDBOARD CUTOUT.

T felt like an idiot for ever ’r}\ih':ihs that she was
4 real sirl. Then T realized T could b"?’ my OWN
keychain picture and impress all the 9uys at school.
4 i r-ish'i' even be able o make some mohey' b?r
-:.l'\nrsu'h& +hem o look at i+.



T ?a.'d my five bucks and Pose& for my P}\a-l-o.
Uh{-.or‘h;m-fel}f, the Jeffersons got into +he picture
WITH me, so row my sauvenir ke;fc}-.nih 5 ?reH)f

much worthless.

T was reu.ﬂ?' mad, but T -Forsorl' all about i+ when
T saw that the line for the Cranium Shaker was
down 1o a few PeoP‘e- T ran over +o the ride and
used my last five dollars +o pey for a ticket.

T -ﬂ-.ous!h-} Rowley was riﬂl\-t behind me, but he
was }whgihﬂ back about ten feet. I guess "\e was
400 scared +o 9o oh.



T was starting o have second ‘rhougﬂ'ﬁ's mfself,
but i+ was too late. Af-te.r -H\e ride o?era-rar
S'h‘d.?FeJ me in, he locked the cage and T knew

there was no Jrumihs back.

Well, T wish T had s?eh-f more time wa-tc}\ihg what
the Cranium Shaker actually DID 40 a person,
becavse T mnever wouldve gotten on if T had.



T+ ﬂi?s you uPsi&e down about a million times and

+hen throws you toward the ground so your face is
about six inches from the ?n\renen-i'. 'TL\eh i+ sends

)a‘ou sPih\-u'hS bdckwar& up ‘o ‘H\E‘- sky agaih.

And the whole time the cage oure in is creak.'ha ,
and all +he bolts look like +he?('r'e about to come
loose. T tried +o get someone to stop the ride,
but hobc&}{ could hear me over the Pouh&Fhs hm\r;;

metal music.




T+ was the most hauseous Tve ever felt in my life.
And when T sa +\-w.+, T mean even more than
after T had 4o get Mr.lhh?l out of the shower area
at the town pool. Tf Hhis is what i+ takes o be a
“man,” T am &eﬁrﬁdy hot rea&y ?(ei-.

When the ride F-'mlly ended, T could bar:i?; walk.
So T sat down on a bench and waited for the
I)oardwa“: +o S"‘OP s?r'h\'u"r'\a.

X sh?'ed there a lohs time and focused on ing
not to throw up, while Row'le.?' rode some rides
+hat were more his s?eed.




After Rowie?f was done with his kiddie rides, his
dad bauah'l‘ him a *’OP?}" balloon and a shirt from
H\e souverur tha?.

A half hour later T was -ﬁhn'll;; redci}( +o -h}e
s-l'u.hdihs up a.hc; wdlkihs arauhcl usuih. But w‘\ah
T got on m?( feet, Mr. Jefferson said it was
time to go.

T asked him if we could Just ?ldy a few games in
+he arcade, and he said OK even 'I'}xoug,h he didn't
seem haPP?( about it.

T had spent all the mohe.?‘ Mom gave me, so T +old
Mr. Jefferson -tweh‘l}( dollars would ?robubly do it.
But all he was wﬂlihs to offer me was a dollar.



T +hink +he arcade was +oo loud for Mr. and Mrs,
Jefferson, so 'sz?( didnt want o g0 inside. T’ney
told us o g0 in 1}}: ourselves and meet them outside
in ten minutes.

I went to ‘Fhe back of ‘1'}\: a.rmc{e, w}\e.re. 'H'mey
}\aVe ‘I'-his game cn“r_& 'ﬂ'whc{er VGH. I s?eh*l' about
-ﬁﬁy dollars on +hat game last year, and T got
the }1[3}\ score. T wanted Rowlef to see my name
at +the +°F of the list, because T wanted +o show
him what it was like +o win som*’n[ha without it
being handed +o your
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Well, my name was still at the top of the list, but
+he person who 30+ +he NEXT Hsheﬁ score
mustve been Jealous Jr}se?( couldnt beat me.

" HIGH SCORES )
1.GREG HEFFLEY................ 25328
CISAHIDIOT oo 25318
3. IARHEAD 71 ................... 24208
4. RECKLESS .coovooerveeennne. 22188
5. CRAVENI...........c.co.ne..... 21588
6. POKECHIMPBS................ 2leshe
T.WILD DOG.......................... 21208
B Z2IPPY s ch3ne
9. SHARL CARL....................20188

\{_B. LEIGHHI‘IDHEI.I.I..~.............ISESB/J

T “h?luﬂﬁe‘l the machine to +r>z and wipe out the
}\ish Scores, but -ﬂ\e.?r were burned into the screen
Ferm?mhﬂ;{.

I was gonhha Jus-l' s?eh& our mne}( oh some o-ﬂxer
game, Eu+ ﬂ-\eh I remembere.J a -h’ick Radri-:l:
+old me about, and T realized we could make the
dollar last a lot |Ohser.



Me and P\owle?f walked outside and went underneath
+he boardwalk. Then T SIEP?P.& the dollar bill vp
between the Flahl:s of wood and waited for our
first victim.

E\reh-i'uqﬂf, a teenager sPo‘H'e& the dollar s’rickihs
out of the boardwalk.

SCORE!
-%_,. 'I Py 7
'1 P « =
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When he went +o Sra.{: i, T Pu"ed the dollar bill
'H\rous.h +he slat at the last second.



',[ ha.w. to l\dh& T to Radn'ck 4 because -Fhis was
d.:-tvﬁﬂ?( a lot of fun.

THWIR T\ —
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ﬂ\: +cehn3:rs we Prq'n’::r.lr werent +oo h“??}”
—H\“’"’B!"' and -ﬂ\ey came after us. Me and 'Rowle?-

ran as fast as we could, and we didn+t stop unhil

we were Prﬁ-f}z sure we shook those 5"75'

But T STILL didnt feel safe. T asked Rowla)r +a
show me some of the moves he learned in karate so
we could handle -I'}-.ose Su?rs i Jrhay found us.



But Rawlay said l'-.c’.s a 5o|d belt in karate ahd he
wasnt 501'\'\3 +o teach his moves 4o a “no belt.”

Pt tfot it

W e e (%
We hid there a while more, but the teenagers
never showed up, and e\reh'h.m.uy we decided the
coast was clcur-‘ﬁ\ﬁ:s w!'uch we realized we were
underneath Kiddie Land, so there was a whole new
batch of victims for our dollar bill 4rick rig}\‘l' above
our heads. And we got a MUCH better reaction
out of those kids than we did from the teenagers.




But one of the kids was rco.lly fast, and he
5rub§a& the dollar before T could Pull it
down. So me and Rowle?! had to go up oh +he

JDcdrdwd!k ‘o Se-l' it buck.
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This kid wasnt bu&sihs, 'ku&}\. T 4ried 4o
exPlaih +he concept of persomi ?ro?er'l'?! 4o him,

but he STILL wouldn+t give us our mhe.?ﬂ.

T was seﬂihs Pre‘l‘l}! frustrated with this kid i
and thats when Rawle}(‘s parents showed up- T
wds Pre-H'?l 310.& 4o see them becavse T {-"E&ure& if
ANYONE couhfl talk some sense into +his ki&, "t

was Mr, Jefferson.



But Mr. Jefferson was mad, and T mean
REALLY mad. He said he and Mrs. Jefferson
had been loakih3 all over for us for the past
hour and -l'he}; were I’td&y 1o call the police +o

rePor’r us m.'ssfhs.

Then he told us we had +o get in the car. But
on the way to the ?arki'ns lot, we walked past
the arcade. T asked Mr. Jefferson if we could
please have another dollar since we never did get
1o spend that one he gave us.

But I guess +}m+ wasn + ﬂwe rish’r 'f'.hihs +to
nsk, because he took us back to the car wiﬂ\ou-!'
sayiha a word.



\When we got back +o the cabin, Mr. Jefferson
said me and Rowley had +o 90 sﬁu?gh'f to our
room. That really stunk, because i+ wasn+ even
8:00 and it was still light outside.

But Mr. Jefferson said we had +o g0 to bed and
-|+\n+ ]\e didnt want o hear a peep out of us
until morning. Rowley was ‘mkiha it r:nlly hard.
From -Hwe. wa); he. was d.{;'i'ihs 4 I clchur -H\ihl-: he’s
ever been in 4rouble with his dad before.

T decided o |i5h+eh the mood a little bit. T
walked around on the shag carpet and then gave
Rowief a static :lec'l'f'idv shock as a Jol:e.



That seemed +o get Rowley +o shap out of it.
He walked around in a circle for about five minutes
rubbihs his feet on +he cane+, and then so-i' me
back while T was br‘ushihs my +eeth.

T couldnt let Rowley ohe-up me like that, so
when he got into bed T got his bapr balloon,
?uHed back +the giant rubber band, and let i+ rip.



T 7T had 40 do i+ again, mybe T wouldnt have
?u“e& back so hard.

When Rowl:y saw the red mark on his arm he
S\‘.I"Edmed; and I krew *I"h:rl' was gohna attract
attention. Sure ehousl‘\, Hs qurth‘l's were up in our
room in five seconds.

T 4tried 4o u?hih +hat the mark on Rowley's
arm was from a rubber band 4 but that didn+t
seem to matter to the Jeffersons.



'ﬂ\e?r called y parents, and two hours later Dad
was at -H-\e cabin o P.‘ck me up and take me "homt.

Monda

Dad’s reallf mad that he had +o drive four hours
rouhd—-fri? to come get me. But Mom washt mad
at all. She said the incident between me and
Rowle?! was just "]‘-.or's:Pln?'" and she was sla&

we were “Fals" u.sai'n-

But Dad is still mad, and it's been r‘eauzz d‘u’ll}(
between us ever since we got back. Moms been
Jrr}!ihs to get the 4wo of us to do som-f’nihs like
go to the movies +osa+}\er so we can 'make
che,“ but T +hink rish—!' now its best for me
and Dad +o \jus-l' s+n?f out of each other’s wa}r.



T +hink Dad’s bad mood is here +o stay, though,
and ?nr-l' of it has no'l'hihs to do wi‘ﬂw me. Whm
]: a?ehe& up +o&a?fis paper, hereis what I Saw N
-H-.e Ar‘-rs section —

| Arts 1

Beloved comic to continue

UL Cutie ™ 1o be carvied on
by original cartoonisty son

Tn & stuneng developmend, Tider Post,
the son of “Li'l Cutie™ canoonist Bob
Post, will tske up the pen and cary on
his fagher's endhuring one-pemel comic.

=T chidn™t renlly o @ job or any big
plans, 50 one day [ said, “How band can
i be™ ™ said Tyler, who, an 32, is Eving
with his fuher. It is widely befieved that

: Pt the L1 Cutie chamcier s hesed
L B See CUTTE, page A2
" 2 wm e Relted: Leimure To =
~ L LaPINTANE JEPAETY
mp:f;: nﬁ mm h:rn'g:l:: ety refoice, page A3

Last night Dad came into my room and +talked o
9 g

me, which was the first time we sPoke to each

other in about three Ja.fs. He said he wanted +o

make sure 1 was around on Suht.Jro.?!, and T said

T would be.

Later on T heard him 'I'aulkihs 1o someone on the
Phom, and he seemed +o be n-’.‘!'ihﬁ kind of secretive.



6..%11.1_ LEAW@
WITH ENOUGH FOOD AND
WATER FOR A WEEK.

After that T asked Dad if he was 'h:.l’.?hﬂ me
nh;;w}\ere. in ?nrﬁcuinr on Sunday, and that
seemed +o make him rcd.H?( uncomfortable. He said
no, but he wouldnt look me in +he eye.

Now T knew Dad wasnt telling the truth, so T
started +o get kind of worried. Dad was w.'!lihs to
SH? me off o a F'Jli‘far)l aca&cmf before, and T
wouldn't put a.h};'ﬂ'dha past him.

T didnt know what 40 do, so T +old Rodrick
whn-i' wads 3oih5 ohn u.h& nsked }u‘m i he ]had d.h}v‘
-P'nearies about whd.-l‘ Dn& was up +a. He -falcl me
he'd think about i+, and a little while later he
came up to my room and shut the door.



Rodrick +old me he ‘H‘\ous}\'!' Dad was so mad about
+he Rowte?* -H\.'ns that he was gonna get rid of me.

3

T wasnt sure if T believed him, because Rodrick’s
not nlwa}zs 100% reliable. But Rodrick +old me if
T didn+t believe him T should g0 check out Dad’s
do.?' ?ldhmr and see for myself. So T went into

Dad’s office and o?ehed his calendar +o Suhdd?! ,
and }ucr‘c's whn-\‘ I found —




T ?re-Hy sure Rodrick was ?uﬂihs my leg,
because i+ looked an awful lot like his !.'\dhdwri'!'ih&.
But Dad’s kind of an thredic'}uble vy, so i
guess | Jus+ have 4o wait unti Suh&ny to know

1COI' sure.

Sunday

The s,ood news is Dad didn+ sell me or give me
nwn;; +o an ar{;ham‘:}e ‘l'nda?(. 'ﬂ\e bad news 5,
after what thPehtd, he Proﬁabl}e will.

At about 10:00 +his morning, Dad said +o get in
the car because he wanted 4o +ake me into the crl}(
When T asked what for, he said i+ was a “surprise.”

— Lsnunoer
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On +the way into the cH')/ we S‘h:r??ed for gas. Dad
had left a map and directions on the dashboard of
the car, so now T knew where we were going' 1200
Baysi&e Street.



Well, T was Fre’r-r?( Jas?eru-l-e_, so for the first
+ime ever I USE& m?( deybus.

T firished my call ris}ﬁ' before Dad came back +o
+1'\e car, and we headed into the CH?'. 'I Jus+
wish T 4ook a better look at +hat map, because
when we -Pull.ecl vp to Buys-‘de Street, T realized
i+ was the Parkr'hs lo+ for +he baseball stadium.
But b?( then it was 4oo late.

T+ 4urns out Mom had Imus‘(ﬁ' us tickets 4o the
baseball game for some sPecial father-son bohr}[hs
and Dad was ﬁyihs +to kee? it a 5ur?rise.



But it took Dad a long time to explain all of
that 4o +the cops. After he cleared +Hh35 up
with the police, Dad wasnt in the mood for a
baseball game, 5o he Jus‘r +ool: me hom.

T fel+ kind of bad because the seats Mom got us
were in 'H‘\c 'Hﬁl'l’d row, and it looked +o me like
-H‘\e?f cost a fortune.

) Jga;f,;
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Tuesda)e

1L {-'-"nally found out what that ?hohe call was all
about the other Ju.f. Dad had been on the ?}\ahe
with Gramma, and -H-\ef were talking about Sweetie,
hot me.

Mom and Dad had decided 4o give the :103 +o
Grnrwm, and Dad dr'o??ed Sweetie off on
Suh&a?f rﬁs}ﬂ'. To be honest with yous T dont

+hink nh?tohe's rca.llf gohha miss him around here.

R
L :m,ﬁ“% C_

Me and Dad havent talked 4o each other since
-I':heh, and Tve been |aol:ihs for excuses +o s-i'o.y
out of the house. T found a r':nlly sood onhe

esterday. There was a commercial on TV for
this store called the Game Hut, which is where
51l *:-u}r all my video games.



ﬂ'\e}fr‘e }\n\'ihs d l:am?e.ﬁ'ﬁoh where. you Plu}f at
our local store, and if ?’ou win ?(au SE‘I‘ +o
advance to the national ?h}mﬂfs. And the winner
of THAT gets a million bucks.

The competition at my local store is on Sn+urcln7.
T sure there are gonha be a ton of Peo?!e at
'ﬂ'\a'!' 'H‘.i'hs, 50 I’m gohha go super e-u.l’|7‘ +to mukr.
sure L get a Soo& ?hxce in line,

'I learned 'ﬂ'\a-l' +rick from Rodn'ck. N"\ehe\fer he
wants to se-!- +ickets to a cohcert, Jm*. camps out
the his\‘vf before. Tn fact, that's where he met
his band’s lead singer, Bill.




Rowle?f and his dad 9o camping all +he +ime, so
T knew he had a tent. T called Rowh?' and told
}wim about H\e video game contest and }ww we
could win a million bucks.

But Rowle?f was acting hervous on +he Phc—he. 1
+hink he was still worried that T had electrical
superpowers or sam-!‘hihs i and -H-\a c—hl}y wu}z +to
get KNim 4o calm down was to promise T wouldnt
use them on him.

e

=)

E.\.'eh after we were Pus+ ‘H‘\d‘l’, Rowle?f di:&h“l’
seem comfortable with the ca.m?ou‘f idea. H: said
his mom and dad banned him from seeing me for
the rest of the summer.

5 i Preﬂ?t much ﬂsure& that, but T had a Pldh
to get around it. T told Rowley that T'd +ell
m P:&reh-l‘s ']: wds Saihs up +o his house +o s?ehd
-l{: \-u'eh-l-, and he could tell his parents he was
going to Collin’s.



Rowle?ﬂ STILL didn't seem sure, so T +old him
T4 brE'ns him his \‘ery owh box of 3umrny bears if
he came alohs, and that sold him.

Satur da

Last t\i&’.‘\‘r we met at the ‘op of the Wil at 9:00.
Rowhy brous’rﬁ +he camping equipment and the
s!ee?ihs bns, and T brous}\+ +he -ﬂns}\!ishfl‘ and

some chocolate ehersf bars.

T didnt have the gummy bears right at +hat
moment, but T promise Rowle}; T4 {:u?! him some
-Hne first cl'\o.hce I 3°+'

q

S

When we so'f to the Game Hut we were the ohl;f
?P.o?'le there, and T couldn® believe our luck.



So we ?Hc}\e& our tent in front of the store
before ahynne else could +ake our spot.

/s

ms*rm}
% | WIZARD

L ©=
- "“M
Tneh we watched the door +o make sure no one
tried to cwt in front of us.

L7
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GAMES

T -ﬁsur‘e& the best way to save our ?ld.ce in line
was to slee.P n s}\iﬂ‘s. 'ﬂ even offered to -t-:s.l:e
the first shift and let Row!ey sIeeP , because
that's Just the kind of person T am.



After m?’ shift was over T woke Rawle}e vp for
his turn, but he fell back asleep in about five

seconds. So T shook him awake and +old him he
needed to stay alert.

Rowley didnt even bother ‘h’fr'hs to defend himself.

T decided i+ was up to ME 4o make sure 'r-.uiaoci?!
got in front of us, so T S'i'ay:& vp all night. T
was 5+qr‘+ih3 to have +rouvble ku?ihs n?( eyes open
around 9:00 in the morning, and T ate both of
the energy bars T ?ar.ke.rl +o keeP rn?'sehf going.

T get chocolate all over my hands, and that gave
me an idea. T oFeha& the 4ent ﬂa.?, +hen SIEPFad
my hand inside and made it crawl like a sFider.



I 'H‘\auai'ﬁ it would be 'Fuhh)( +o make Rawle;y
+hink i+ was the m&d?f hand. T didn% hear d.h?(
hoises wrvﬁhs from inside the tent, so T ‘I‘i‘\oue,l'\'l'
Rowley was stll sleeping. But before T had a
c%‘\a.hte +o open +he 'ﬂo.? and c}\ecj:, rﬂ?l hand 50+

crushed 4o smithereens.

2 ?ull.ed my' hand out of +he tent, and my +humb
was qlt’en&y starting to furn ?urple.

T was rea.lly ticked off at Rowﬁey. No+ because
he smashed my hand with a mallet, but because
ke H\aush‘f ‘f(d‘f it could stop +he m:}d?' hand.



Any fool krows you have o either use fire or acid
to stop a mudd?’ hand. All a mallets gonha do is
make it nhsry.

T was about to give Rowh?‘ d ?iece of mf mind,
but r:'slr\’r then the 3uy from the Game Hut came
and oPe'neJ the front door. T 4ried o ighore
'i'!nt 'ﬂ\l’o{){:-ihs ?dih in m}( "r'!numlb and focus on 'H‘.E

reason we cdme "\ere.

The Game Hut su;; wanted to know wl’x}f we
had a tent in front of the store, so T +old
him we were -H-;ere ‘o com?eﬁ‘e in -I'l\e vi&eo
game contest. But l‘u: &Fdh*‘l' even know w}\n'l'
T was ‘rnikihs about.



So T had 1o show him the ?osh:r from the window
+to sﬁ him up to SPee&.

The clerk said the store wasn+ really set up for
a video game tournament but since -I'Ke.r‘e. were
only +wo of us, ma’ybe we coulcl- JUS‘f Pia}( ead'\
other in the back room.

T was a little irritated at first, but then T realized
all T needed to do to win this tournament was to
beat Rowley. So the clerk set us vp to ?!nr a
death match in Twisted Wizard. T almost fel+
sorry for Rowle‘y, because Tm ?reﬁy much an
ex?er-l‘ at 'f“\d+ game. But w’neh we s-h:r-l‘ed +to
Fia?r, T realized my +thumb was so messed up T

couldnt press +he buttons on the controller.



A_“ I could do was ruh d.rouhr.ig in circles whfie
Rowle.?' shot me over and over.

Rowley ended up {':ea.-l'ihs me 15-0. The clerk
+old wle;/ he won the com?e-ﬁ"dah and had a
choice: He could either fill out the Pd?erwork to
90 +o -er national tournament, or %e caul& Se‘l‘ a
giant box of chocolate-covered raisins.

TN bet ?(ou can guess which one Rowley Pfckcr_‘.




Sunda

\ﬂﬁw, T should have just stuck with my
original ?lan and stayed inside this summer,

because all my trouble started the minvte T
s+c?FtJ out of the house.

T havent seen Rowley since he stole that video
game r.omPe—H-Hoh from me A and Dad hdsh’i‘ 5-Pokeh
to me since L almost got Kim arrested.

But I +hink 'H\ihss started +o turn around for
me and Dad +oc1dy. You remember that article
about how "Li'l Cutie” was befha ?dssaJ on from
+he father 4o his son?

Well, the son’s first comic came out in the paper
‘l’odo.?l, and it looks like the new “Li’l Cutie” is

gohha be even worse than the c—ris,iml.



N\

Dadldy, can you make my
hiccups hic-DOWN?

T showed Dad, and he asreed with me.

’ﬂw.i';s when T realized ﬂ'\ihe,s are gonha be OK
between the two of us. Me and Dad might not
agree on aver;ﬁhihg , but at least we agree on
the important stuff.



I guess some ?wPle. would so.?' +}m+ "w.ﬁh& da Comic
is & pretty ﬁ-‘msy foundation for a relationship,
but the truth is me and Dad hate LOTS of the
same things.

Me and Dad mr'sln‘l' not have one of those close
father-son relationships, but that's fine with
me. Lve learned +hat there is such a +Hh3 as

TOO close.
S0, DID YOU HAVE
ﬁ ( A GOOD SUMMER? )

T realized vacation was pre much over when
Mom finished up with her P}\o-fo album +odn?r. T
-ﬂi??td ‘i‘*\rous}x it, and to be honest with )»‘au, T
dont think it was a ver;y accurate record of our
summer, But I guess ﬂwe person who takes the
pictures is the one who gets to tell +he s-l'or-)r.
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