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Dear reader,

T very excited that you're \\oldihs +he Kindle edition of

Diary of a Wimw Kid in 7'°°r Nands.

When T read my first e-book on a Kih&le, T was amazed ot
+he \)ossibili-h'es. Carryihs a whole librqry around with me on a

device T could fit in +he \anlm of my Nand? Amuzihs.

What's been very rewarding to me as an author has been
seeing kids carrying their dog-eared copies of Piary of a
Wim‘)y Kid with them. The Kindle allows kids 4o have the
whole series at their fingertips, and +he reading experience
is crisp and clean every ime . . . with no chance of +o&a7’s

break fast s+aihih3 +he Pages.

/ﬂwhk you -For ?urc‘msihg Dic\ry o{ a Wim‘)y K.J on )/our
Kindle. T ho‘:e it gives you lots of |au3¥\s and you have as

much fun rec\dihg it as T did wri‘h'hg it



Jeff Kihhey
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T+s been almost two and a half weeks since me
and my ex-best friend, Rowley Jefferson, had our
big fight. To be honest with you, T thought he
wouldVe come crawling back to me by now, but for

Some reason, +¥\a+ ho\sh’-f hq\a\)ehe&.

T'm actually starting to get a little concerned,
because school starts back up in a few days, and

if we're gonna get this fr.‘ehdshi\a back on track,
something heeds to happen quick. T me and Row|e7/
really ARE through, that would stink, because

the two of us had a \are++7/ 300& -H\ihs soihs.
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Now -H\a‘l' our friehéshi\) 1S )nis-for)/, I‘m n ‘H\e
market for a new best friend. The Problem is, T
invested all my time in Rowley, and T dont have

anyohe lined vp to take his ?lace.

ﬂ\e 4wo best O\D‘h'ohs T Kave at this \)ofh‘f are
C\m’erther Brownfield and T)’”“ Sanders. But

eqc\'\ of +)nose 3“75 )nas )n.'s owh issuves.

CRRTSTOPHER TYSON
T hung out with Christopher for the last few
weeks of the summer, mos+|7' because he's a really
excellent mosquito magnet. But Christopher is more

of a summertime friend than a s&xool-year friend.
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Tysah iS hice ehous}x, and we like the same video
games. But he \Du”s his pants all the way down
when he uses the uvrinal, and T dont know if T

cah ever 3e+ Pas+ +)na+.

The oh|7l other kid my age who's not \Daired vp
with someone is Fresley, but T ruled him out as

best friend material a |oh3 time ago.

T

IN MY MOUTH!
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Ahyway, Tm still keepihs +he door open a crack
for Row|e7', Just in case. But if he wants to save

+his friehds\-\i\), he'd better do sameﬂ\ihs fast.

Becauvse the wa7/ -H\ihss s+ah&, he's not gonha

come out |oo,<ih3 Ver7/ soo& in m7/ au‘!’o{)iosra?}\)'.
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[ e o, 1ive nédr! this Kid. I think his

name was uper OI‘ oger or some

name was Rupert or Roger or something.




With m7/ |uc’<, -H\ous)n, TN 9o on to be rich and

famous and Rowley will STILL find o way Yo ride

my coattails.
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The reason T dont see things changing between
me and Rowley is because he's already found himself

a replacement friend. Or +o be more accurate, his
P

PARENTS did.



For -H\e \Jas+ few weeks Rowley’s been )no\hsihs ouvt

wiﬂ\ +)nis +eeha3er hamed Brian.



Whenever T 9o b}/ Row|e7/’s house, he's out in his
front yard +\'\rowih3 a football or a Frisbee with a

3u7' who looks like )ne's in }\ish SC"\OO‘ or co||e3e.
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Well, T did some \Dokihs around and found out

+hat this Brian 307/ isnt J'us+ some hormal kid
from the heis)nborhooé. He’s \aar+ of a comPah7/
called “Cool Brian,” which is sort of like o bis—

broﬂwer-{or-)nire kind of 'H\ihs.



Tn fact, T4 be willihs to bet mohey +his 3“7"5

hame isht even rea||7/ Brian.
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Mom said she thinks the Cool Brian thing is a

great idea because i+ gives kids a “role model”

‘H\e)/ can look vp to. That makes me kind of mad

because, the way T see it, I'™M Rowley's role model.




And now Row|e7/’s parents are \7“7';“3 some vy +o

do what TVve been Joihs all these years for FREE.



The ‘H’\ihs +hat reo\lly burns me is tha+t Rowley
?ro{)ably doesn+ even know Hs ?o\reh+s are ?ayihs
+¥\is suy +o S\DehJ +ime wiﬂ\ Hm. Ah& I dont ﬂ\ihk

it would bother Rowley if he DID know the +ruth.

To&ay T sow Rowley \'\ahsihs out with o different
Cool Brian, so Rowley’s regular vy mustve had +he

Jay off. But I couH +ell Row|e7 &i&h"i' even hotice.
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Toda?/ was the first &a?/ of school. T don+t want
to jinx ‘H\ihss, but i+s |ookih3 like +his could be a

3rea+ year for me.
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Ih }\omeroom we so‘l' our textbooks for ‘H\e
semester. M)/ school cant afford o get new books

eVery year, so we usua“y aet hand-me-downs.

But when you 3e+ a book +hat ten kids had
before you , it makes it kind of hard o do ahy

actual |earhih3.

@ Adventures in Geometry /' T

Algebra Practice |V}

1. Which inequality represents the solution of (Tx + 2) + (3x +

Using paper, calcelate the area of Investiaalion
a parallelogram. Can you break bt b
L apart-the parallelogram into Klitds taa b

several more famuliar shapes?

4)+ (x + 5) = 807 @ ‘%

et instde or ourside

[ A 9t

& 5, a parallelogram.

Pya, Determine the obtuse angle ;_ﬁll'r:“i;':ilg”m
;i.'djfmnr_l '_{‘ e héﬂ' é;ﬂdfri:a should always be
in¢ 1o the opposite side of the prap

base. Label the parts of jhe

Cut along the altitude and identify

thotriangle-and trapozoid, \\\

Remember to
check your work!
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" 2o Wiat 15 the equation-of twe hne shown w the grapn below?
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.




Usua“y, T have rea”y bad luck when it comes to
?revious book owners. Last year I 30+ a maﬂ\

book +hat had belohseJ to Bryah Goo+.



Ahc} ‘I’}\ad' didnt exac+|7' vp m7/ “cool” factor in

+he }m“ways.

But this year T totally lucked ovt. When T got

my math book, T found out it used 4o belong to

Jordan Jury. Jordan Jury is the most popular kid
in the grade above me, so carrying his textbook

around should +ranslate into some MAJOR

?oyulari-ry points.

J’ INn . el | |DY
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One reason Jordan is so popular is because he
always has these big blowout parties, and it's
really hard to get invited. But T figure this
Algebra book could be just the thing T need +o

get on his radar.

Speaking of popular kids, T sat near Bryce
Anderson and his grovp of friends at lunch today.
Bryce is basically the Jordan Jury of my grade,
and he's got a bunch of cronies who are always

going a|oh3 with evaryﬂxihs he says.

YATWHAT'S
T CHAAD ST GH-
PITCHED NOISE?
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And +hose 3u7/s are |o7/a| +o Bryce ho matter how

dumb he makes them look.

U KIDDING.
%ﬁé}%@gﬁﬁo HIGH-
PITCHED NOISE.

See, Bryce Anderson has the right idea. He
doesn’t actually NEED a best friend, because
he's got a bunch of lackeys who basically worship
him. The reason me and Rowley didnt make it is
because we were equal partners in our friendship,
and T dont think that kind of model has a

c\'\ahce of workihs out.

riga
A+ school +o&q7/ T Keard Rowley tell some kid he

was soihs to a rock concert +ohi3¥w+. I admit I



was a little Jealous, since Ve never been to a real
concert mysel-f. But when T found out who was

?erformihs, T was Slo\d T wasnt invited.
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SHill, i+ kind of irks me that Rowley is %avihs more

fon than T am. Tn fact, it seems like

EVERYONE



3 havihs more fun *Hmh me Jr\-\ese
ere are some kids n my srqde

\)ic+ures online.

days.
:X\Z \)os+ +heir
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And from the looks of Hu'hgs, ‘H\ey’re all \'\o\vihs a

WAY better time -H\ah I am.

/?/'"

T dont want Peo\ale -Hwihkihs MY life is lame,

so I decided to take some Pic-h:res +o s}\ow \wow

srecﬁ ‘H\ihss are soihs for me.



All you really need is a Aisi-hxl camera and a
?\\o‘fo-ediﬁhs program and you can make it look

like you)re }xavihs a total blast.
14



Tohis}ﬁ T was ris)n-f in the middle of creating
a wild New Year's Eve Par+7 scene when T got

busted b)/ Mom.
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Oh well. Mom won*t let me post ?ho-fos on the
computer amyway, because of "PriVacy" and all
+hat. Or maybe it's becavse she learned her lesson

after le‘Hihs my older brother, Rodrick, post

HIS pictures.

Rodrick’s been +r7.'h3 to get a Job so he can b”f a

hew drum set, but ho{)o&y will hire Kim. Mom +old



him that howadays emvloyers look vp +he ?eovle
theye thinking of hiring and that his pictures

are ?ro{)ably }wrﬁhs his chances.
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So Rodrick re\alace& his band pictures with this one—

—p
L T

-
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Wednesday

This year everyone in my sra&e Nas to take
Advanced Health, which covers some top-secret
stoff that T guess 'H'\e)/ didnt think we were

rea&y for until now.

Th the first few classes, the boys and sirls were

mixed +ose+}\er, but +oday Nourse Powell said she



was gonhha S\7|i+ us up. She sent the sirls down to
Mrs. Gordon’s room and then she put in a video

for us {)07/5 +o wa+c)n.
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From what T could +ell, the video was at least
+¥\ir+7 years old, so T'm sure Dad watched +he

Same exact +a\7e w)neh }\e was my age.

Hello o the

8a
BRI PO

(BoyS "Edition)

T'm not gonna describe eVer7f+)nih3 +hat +he7/
showed in the video, because i+ was ac+ua||7/ \Dre++7
Jisausﬁhs. Tf 7/ou ask me, some of +hat stuff

doesn+ rea“y {)e|oh3 in a classroom.



Row|e7/ didnt even make it ﬂ-\rous}\ +he whole
video. He \Dassed out at the two-minute mark when

+¥\e7/ said the word “\Dersviraﬁoh."
18



To be honest with you, T dont know if Rowley’s
reqdy for +his stuff. He's basicall7 like o little kid. He
told me once that he avoids +he older kids at school

because \'\e’s wfrai& he)s gonha "ca+c}\ \Duber-l')/."

Ih -Fqc+, now -H\a‘l' I -Hm‘hk about it, I haVeh’-f



seen Cool Brian for a while. So T wonder if
Row|e7/’s aVoic}ihs Nim, too, because he thinks

\-\e)s coh+o\3ious.

19



The same kind of thing happened in last year's
Health class when +¥\e7/ did a smoking unit. The
teacher said that you never know who's going to
offer you a cigarette, and that it could even be

your best friend.

\Aje", after Rowley }\ear& THAT ) he wouldnt even
walk on the same side of the street as me for a

solid MONTH.

—aid |Ix
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Believe me, T dont need some teacher to tell ME
it's not cool to smoke. M}/ srahc{-{aﬂ\er convinced

me of that last year on ’ﬂmhksaivihs.

Ah}/way , T +hink Row|e7’s Just one of those
kids who are alwqys gonha be a few years behind
eVeryohe else md+uri+>/-wise. Row|e7 doesnt even
know how to tie his shoes 7e+ ) because he's the

kind of person who has Velcro eVery-H-\;hs.

/1
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Last year Rowley’s mom bous}vf him sneakers with
laces, and T can+t even tell you how many times T

had 4o bail him out.

T guess it ?ro{)ably shouldve been a warhing sign

+hat my best friend was im?ressed that T knew

\-\ow to tie m7/ owh s)noes.

H)UFSAG%

To&ay T was readihs +he comics in the hewspaper,

ahd I Saw an ad +\\a+ caus\'rf my attention.



T+ was for Peac)ny Breeze Tece Cream, and

o\ﬂmreh‘Hy +¥\e7/’re |ookih3 for a new S\DokesperSOh.

22



COULD YOUR CHILD
BE THE NEXT

PEACHYCBRELLE
KiD?

QP HyBUE #tithe Liberty

Street Mall this Saturday!

Peac)ny Breeze has those commercials on TV +hat
run honstop, with that kid with the freckles and

+he Hsh—\)ﬁched Voice.
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‘ﬂ\e Peachy Breeze Kid used to be kind of cute, bot

over the years he's gotten a li+te see&y-bokihs.

So T guess ﬂ\e)/,re |ookih3 for someone to take

his ?lo\ce.

Well, T4 be PERFECT for the role. First of
all, I LOVE ice cream, so it wouldnt be hard for
me to do the acting part. Second, T would be
willing to miss a lot of school to fulfill my Peachy

Breeze obl; gations.



And +¥\e7/ wouldnt have +o worry about me
getting too old for the part, becavse T'd take

w)na+eVer I needed to take o s+0\7 srowihs.

24



o : )
= PIOBE, YOU GROAN. O
J SHAVE/ A GOOD -

' “ <\ DAY AT WORK!

(f -
e

The oh|7/ s+umbl.‘h3 block T can see is that Dad
HATES +)ne Peac\'\y Breeze TV ads because \'\e
+hinks +he kid is annoying. So T dont think hed

be 400 thrilled if T became their new svokeS\)ersah.

PEPEACHY
PE% IS

PEACHY KEEN!
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‘ﬂ\ere)s J'us+ 50me+)nih3 about +¥\a+ kid +’na+ 3e+s
on Dad’s nerves. Tn fact, T +hink he hates the
Peac)ny Breeze Kid even more +)nah }xe }m-fes L’

Cutie, w)nic% 1S sa?/ihs same‘l'}\ihs.

EVery time Dad sees a Peachy Breeze commercial on
TV, he writes the Peachy Breeze \aeoyle an_angry
letter sa7/ih3 +hat the ads drive him crazy and he’ll

never 607/ ahy of +heir Pro&ud’s.

A few weeks later, Dad gets a response in +he
mail from Peac\\y Breeze, and it's always the same

+}\ih3-' coupons for free ice cream.
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T+'s been going oh like +his for years, and if
sameﬂ\ihs doesnt c)no\hse, were gonhha )naVe +o 3e+
an extra freezer 4o hold all of our Peac)ny Breeze

ice cream.

Sa+urdq¥

T +old Mom about the Peac’ny Breeze Kid contest
las+ his}x’r, and she said it seemed like an "exci+ih3
o?Por‘!’uhH)/.“ But it turns out she was ﬂ\ihkihs of

my little brother, Mahhy, when she said that.

Th fact, +his morning Mom and Mahhy were
ready to take off for the audition without me,

but I caus}ﬁ 'ﬂ\em J'us+ n time.
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Mom seemed surprised that T wanted +o be
the Peachy Breeze Kid and said T might be
“Yoo old” for the part. At first T thought
that was ridiculous, but when T saw my

competition at the mall, T could kind of see

w)nere she was comihs from.

" TRYOUTS

Ci ﬁi ﬁ:f:

I 'ﬁsureé I could d\drm 'H\e Judses and 3e+ 'H\e

J'ob anyway. Plus, T had an e&se, becavse T was

+he oh|>l kid +r7/ih3 out who could read a cue card.

ﬂ\ere mustve been two huh&re& ki&s in line, dh&
T realized that if T wanted the Job, T was

gonna }\dVe ‘o come vp wi'H'\ some sort of Simmick.



So T decided T4 Jump up and click my heels

+03e+¥\er w\'\eh I said +)ne Peo\chy Breeze s|03ah.
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But when it was -fihally my turn to go, H\ihss

didnt work out the way T4 \7|ahhed.

PEACIYVZBREEZE
@@s“PEACHY

I knew m c)nthes of aettin -H\e art werent
Y 9 9 %
soo& when the casting \Deo?le sent me out the

Joor wi+)nou+ even dskihs m7/ hame.

)
T

PE/‘\(HY BREZ
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M)f o??or+uhi+7 was sli?\)ihs away, so T did what T

could to imProVe m7l odds.

P SURE
THE, Tﬁ KID IN

L

EXIT

Z8°)

A

But it looks like the Job is gohna go to a youhser

kid after all, which really stinks.

You khow, this isnt the first +ime TVe been
discriminated asaihs-f because of "'7' age, e.‘-H\er.
Last October me and Row|e7 heard that our local

hews station was going o be at the Red Aﬂ)le



Farm to shoot foo‘hxse of kids carvihs \Dumvkihs

and makihs scarecrows and stuff like that.

30



We knew +)nis was our {)is chahce to be on T\/, so

we Plo?\)e& ourselves in front of the news camera

and rea||7/ hammed i+ vp-

But it took about five seconds for the news ?eoyle

to kick us out.

0 1 KIDS
OoUT OF THERE!







Then -H\ey brous}ﬁ in some little kids to take our

?lace, and ‘H\e)/ did the same EXACT +Hh3 me

and Row|e7/ were cioihs.

éib %%WE“‘@

Ahc} sure ehous)n, +¥\ose kids were on -H\e news

_+¥\a+ ni 3*\+.

‘ﬂ\e +ru+¥\ 1S, +¥\is kind of +)nih3 }ms been soihs
on for a |oh3 time. And where it's worst is in my

owh family.



U\) ontil T was eis)n‘l' or nine, I was the star
of every -Farm'ly so\ﬂxeriha. T+ seemed like hobody

could get ehous}\ of me.
32
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See, when 7ou‘re a little kid, hobody ever warhs



you +hat 7/ou'\/e got an expiration date. One Jay
you're }\o+ stuff and ﬂ\e next &ay you‘re a dirt

sah&wic}\.
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T guess T can understand why Rodrick’s o\|wa7's
so 3“"“?7" T+’s been a |oh3 +ime since he was

+he center of attention, and believe me, he’s not

ST P
%%%5 LIIN(D

3e+‘h'h3 o\h7/ cuter.

The person who's |uck7/ is ROWLEY. He's an oh|>l
child, so at least he doesn+ have o worry about

beihs reﬂace& b)/ +he next kid to come alohs.
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Monday

Tonight at dinher Dad old vs that his younger
brother, Uncle Gary, got engaged to his
girlfriend, Sonja. T guess that's great news and
all, but Uncle Gary Nas been married three times
before, so this has kind of become a regular thing
in our family. Th fact, we dont even use growth
charts at home, because we can Just look at
pictures from Uncle Gar/s weddings to keep track

O‘F our ?!’OS!’CSS.
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So T +hink evaryohe's a little burned ovt by
now. When Uncle Gary got married the THIRD
time, Mom didnt even bother to replace the
picture of his second wedding on the mantel. She
Just taped a photo of the new wife’s head on

top of the old one.

Uncle quy’s hot a bad quy or ahy-fhihs. He Just

rus)nes into 'H'\ese re|a+iohshi\>s oo quickly. He so+



engaged to his first wife, Linda, two months after
+¥\e7/ met, and s}\e &.‘&n’+ even find out w}m+ \\e did

for a |ivih3 until their wecHihs &ay.
36



s ATEMELATE. .. THE
WOULRTD) @%@@E PARTY
WOULDN'T LET ME LEAVE!

And T Keard Uncle Gary’s second wife, Charlene,
ﬂ\oua)n‘r he had a lot of mohey becavse of a

miscommuhication on ‘H\eir second date.

I T ,ABOUT
EXCk [ HOUSAND
BANK...
MAYBE FORTY.

VE GOT




T+ turns out Uncle Gary oh|7/ Nad -For+7'--FiVe

dollars, not for-fy—fiVe THOUSAND dollars.

37



But Charlene didnt find that out until it was time

DI
BHA 0)

CHECKBOOK?

“o Pd)l the band at the wed&ihs.

Dad’s always sayihs Uncle Gary needs to "srow
UF“ and stop acting like a child. But if T were

Dd&, l’ wouldnt )noH my brea-ﬂ-\.







iUCde;{

T found out that Uncle Gary’s wecHihs is_gonha
be in November, and the reception will be at my

srecﬁ srdh&moﬂ\er Gammie’s \'\ouse, like last +ime.

Gammie is hihe-l')/--ﬁVe years oH, but she still lives
n 'H\e bis )nouse where s)ne grew up. She’s like ‘H\e

official head of +he whole Hefﬂey family.




Gammie is one of the oh|7' \Deoyle in the world who
still writes letters. And when she writes you a

letter, she expects you to write one BACK.

39



Tve tried +o exvlaih to Gammie that \aeoyle my

age dont know how to write letters with a stamp

and a “return address” and all that stuff, but

s)ne doesnt wanna )near it.

(

At Uncle Gary’s las+ we&dihs, Gammie handed me

o starter letter Plus an theloPe with her address

and a stamp oh it so T wouldnt have any excuse

not to write.

%%%Rﬁnm
GRATIMIE HEFFLEY

38 BACON STREET

‘{

EAST
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But T STILL Navent filled i+ in and mailed i+
7/e+. So now every time T walk past my desk in my

bedroom, T feel 3ui|+7.

amll

_f
o i i! 0

Gammie is ALWAYS makihs you feel 3ui|+7/. Last+

year at ’n\ahks\giviha, T \)u+ a w)nooPee cushion

on }xer c}mir, and s)ne sat on it.
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A few ddfs later eVeryohe in the whole fqmily got

a handwritten a\aology letter from Gammie.

concluded] ese o 0w,

o i b

was otherwise a glOI'iOllS
L

cﬂawﬁﬁ%%%gae Omazf,?fmm
ipcig%t thatﬁc ed s gtl teg our,famil
‘conculded ‘Ergce’ at_our Thanksgryi lefration.”

@ﬁi@ﬁ Lo volelldy, @ﬁdm W o moke
little “slip.” 7

Aawe wm:ﬂumﬂmn?«

.

0CCassio

not begom e pasti impressgon of what
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Sometimes T wonder if Gammie is just messing with
everyone and does this kind of thing on purpose.
Last Easter she invited +the whole family to her
house, but everyone had their own thing going on,

and hobo&y went.

Gammie called Dad on Easter Suh&ay and said
she'd bought a scratch ticket and won the ten-
million-dollar grand prize. Word got around the
family quick, and everyone was at Gammie’s house in

no time flat.

But it turned out ﬂ\e 5cra+c¥\ ticket wasnt a

winher after all.

' ﬁ%@% £®) MATCH
i3 E FRUITS
TO WIN GAMMIE.




D e




Gammie didnt seem too bothered that she wasnt o
multimillionaire after all, and T have a -Feelihs she

got what she REALLY wanted anyway.

I A HAM IN
C%@fwom
STOPPED BY!

o ¥
~C

>

T \'\o?e T live 4o be hihe+7/—-fi\/e years old, because

f T do, T guarantee you Tl be messing with

YOUR CLOTHES, DAD!

?eovle, too.

EH?
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What makes me kind of nervous about going to
Gammie's house in November is that i+’s time for
me to get “the Talk.” EVery time Someone in my
family gets to be about my age, Gammie sits them

down and talks to them about who-knows-what. T

guess it's one of those elder-wisdom kinds of ‘H’\ihss.

=

The last person 1o get “the Talk” from Gammie
was Rodrick, and now T'm next in line. T'm
hoping Uncle Gary breaks off his engagement so
we dont have to go down there, because the whole

ﬂ\ihs is makihs me a hervous wreck.

H)UFSAG%



We Ve got a hew math teacher at our school named

Mrs. Mackelroy.
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She used to teach kih&ersar-feh, and T don+

+hink she's real crazy about middle school kids.

We have math rish-i' after P}\)/s Ed , So {77 +he
+ime we 3e+ +o Mrs. Mdckelro/s room, eVeryohe’s

all swea+7/ from exercising.

Mrs. Mackelroy com\alqihed to the Prihci\)al and

said she cant teach when it smells like a “mohkey
Nouse” in the room, so the ‘)rihci\)d said that from

now on us kids have to take showers after gy



Well, T can +ell you that most of the {>o7/s in_my

class were not on board with that decision.
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The oh|7/ person who was OK with i+ was Roser
Townsend, but he was held back +wice and he’s

?racﬁcall)/ a mah ahyway.

So ‘H\e rest of us decided we were gohha }\dVe
to fake it. After P\\ys Ed was over 7es+er&a7/,
we all took turns getting our hair wet so it

LOOKED like we showered.
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T dont know if we rea||7l fooled Mrs. Mackelroy,
but I dont ﬂu’hk s)ne's ever gohha go into +)ne

{)07/5‘ locker room and investigate.

ﬂ\is s"\owerihs situation remih&s me of same'ﬂ\ihs

that happened over the summer, when me and
Rowley were still friends. T used 4o go up o
Rowley’s house just about every day, but the
problem was that T had to walk past Fregleys

*\ouse eac)n +ime.

T remembered Rodrick sa?/ihs +hat o person could



make it all the way from our house +o the top of

+he hill {)7/ crawlihs +)nrous\-\ +he &raihase pipe.
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T decided to see if he was ris}ﬁ, and believe i+
or not, he was. T+ was \Dre'Hy dark and has+7/
in that Jraihase pipe, but it was +o+a||7/ worth

crawlihs +¥\rou3)n it to avoid Fresley.




W)neh 1 }xeac}ec} back }\ome, I went +)nrou3\\ ﬂ\e

draihase \Di\ae asaih.
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But T ?robably should Ve hosed off in the front

yaré or same‘l'}\ihg, because Mom seemed Suspicious

when T walked +)nrou3\'\ the front door.

T knew Mom would have a fit if she found out T
crawled through the drainage pipe, so T didnt
say dhyﬂwihs. But Mom told me T was gonna
have to take a shower before dinner. When T
got out of the bathroom, there was something

Si'H’ihs on m)/ bed.

|

-V




P



T o?ehed it vp and found a stick of deodorant

dhd a book.

Whatthe Heck
J'“lrgfﬁwgi!;:)ened to

MY BoDy?

o

NGOG AN 5o

apeg

me 2 lene
ade, Ph.D.

~

T put the deodorant on my dresser, but T tossed
the book in the trash. Td seen that one before.
Mom mustve gotten the same book for Rodrick
when he was my age, and T found it in his junk
drawer. And believe me, T do not need to see the

?ic‘h;res in ‘H\a'f book a second time.

i

£/

i,
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And what's worse is that Mom made me the

subJec+ of her parenting column in our local paper
+hat week. She didn+t use my actval name, but T
dont think it wouldVve +aken a detective +o figure

out who she was +a|kih3 about.

P?JP%V rorbe a
dipe u%}ffr?zme

AL Whsere ahdhilekibeginsrroieexperience
Heffley  the elpagges thahatcomeonteith with
adstescetice thetamsformation can

be unesifortablerd awkward, or

evén Mfrightentitig & But™ given the

FEht giidantl,cd ¢hild can learn to

wetesnied and cevet: delebrate, the
traf¥ition " intg'hqdulthood. My
Seeundrboriset Fétetitly began his

woidtous "jouftiey™ ifitd his new
F,,”_,n-\,e»u~au,h,/ﬁ__H-Hu#*\~vf-*fﬁ\fw--Lf*“—f'\f"‘kua~f\—~u

i

Suhdd¥

Tohis}ﬁ Mom called a “house rnee+ih3." And



whenever she does that, it's never 300&. The last
+ime we had a house meeting, it was so she could

com\7|aih about the situation in the bathroom.
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She said she was tired of }\aviha to clean the floor

around the toilet because of our "|ous7/ aim.”

K

T knew exac+|7/ what she was +a|kih3 about, “oo.

One time T ac+ua||>/ missed the bus becavse T used

: pg
‘ﬂ\e {)dﬂ\room after Mdhhy.

v , T K I™
F TR MiSs ETUGK T
TH

E RUS! THE FLOOR!

Al T can say is, T'm not the one causing +he
\)roblem. When Rodrick uses the bathroom ) half

+}\e +ime he &oesh"f even turn on 'H\e |is\'\+.



Mom said the new rule was that us boys were
gonhna }mva to sit down eVer7/ time we used +}\e

{)aﬂxroom, ho matter w)na+.
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But none of us auys liked THAT idea. Rodrick
suggested we just b“}' a couple of urinals, since
there are more of US +han there are of HER.
Plus, that way, more +han one person could go at

‘H\e same time.

But Mom said that would be "+ack7," and she used

her veto power o shut his idea down.

I 'H\ous)n'i' +ohis\'\+’s housa mee'h'hs was gohha be

a 'Follow-w‘) to the bathroom mee'h'hs , Since hobody



was -followihs +he siHihs-&own rule and ﬂ\ihss
are worse +)no\h ever. But ‘H\;s mee-h'hs was about

sameﬂ\ihs com\7|e+e|7/ different.
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Mom told us that she was going back +o school
and that she was gohha start +al<ih3 classes a

few times a week.

Well, T was +o+a||7/ caus)n‘!' off suo\rd b}/ +his
news. Moms ALWAYS +here when T get Nome

from school, and that's the way T like +.

But Mom said +that after all these years of
s+a7/ih3 at }xome wi+)n us kids, s\\e needs to do

sameﬂ\ihs ﬂm‘f stimulates )ner mind. So s}xe said



she’s gonha take classes for a semester and see

\-\ow it goes.
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T guess T can understand why Mom would want
+o brahch out, becauvse if I did *H\e kinds of
things she does every day, T4 probably be going

bananas , too.

& Me .
DANCE CLASS

Mom said us men are gohha Nave to make our own
&ihhers a few his)n-fs a week ahd start Joihs

chores that she usmlly takes care of herself.



One of those chores is makihs lunches, and to be
\'\ohes+ wH'}\ 7/ou, lﬂm \are++7/ }mﬂ)y +¥\a+ one 1S

3e+‘h'h3 turned over to us.
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Mom writes a note on our lunch bass every Jay,

and T can de{ihﬁdy live without THAT.

Wednesday

OK, so the first few hi@\'\‘l's with Mom away Nave
been a disaster. We +ried makihs dinner on our
owh oh Mohday, but rone of us knew what we

were doihs.

Mahh7/ was ih c)narse of makihs +he iced tea,

but i+ was undrinkable since he stirred i+ with his

PO

bare hands.
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Rodrick was in c}mrse of cookihs +¥\e roas+t beef,
but e -For30+ to +ake the \Dlas-h'c wrap off before

utting it in the oven.
RARIRS

So we bassed the homemade meal idea and went out
1o eat. When we left the restavrant, Rodrick spit

Hs gum at some moﬂ\s 'H‘\a'f were ﬂ)liha arouh&, dh&

he hit Dad b}/ accident.
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Dad chased Rodrick around the ?arkihs lot, but
Rodrick is ac+ua||7/ Prew fast, and Dad couldn+
ca+c\\ )nim. ﬂ\eh Dad +n'\7?e& over a curb and

twisted his ankle.

So Rodrick had to drive Dad 4o the emergency
room. When the doctor asked Dad how he hurt
his ankle, Dad said he wasn't looking where he was
geing and he stepped on one of Manny’s trucks in

+he Jn'Veway.
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T can kind of understand why Dad didn't want
to el the truth. One time T broke my wrist,
and T told everyone T broke it in a fistfight.
What REALLY happened was that T +tried +o
stand vp after my legs fell asleep from sitting on

+he +toilet too |oh3. But T liked my version better.

So it's ohly been a few Jays without Mom, and
-H\ihss are qlrea&y starting to fall apart. We Ve
got one serious .'h\jury so far, and who knows

what's in store down the road.

H)UFSAG¥

We broush-f back leftovers from the S\)ds\'\e-Hi

Barn ) and +)na+’s w)na-i' we )nad for dinner



+oh53}\+. Dad had +o s+o\7/ late at work, so he
called Rodrick and told him to warm vp eVeryohe‘s

s?as)ne-H'i n +}\e rmicrowave.
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Rodrick gave me my \)|a+e first, and when he did,
\'\e said—

o @%ﬁ%&@

olo

T blew on my s?asheﬂ'i for a while 4o cool i+
down. But what T didnt know was that Rodrick

never ac+ua||7l heated my S\)as)ne‘Hi in the

microane—-)ne Jus-f \)re‘l'ehdeé +o.

So when T bit into a meatball, i+ was ICE cold.




After that experience, T doubt T'Il ever be able

to eat leftovers again.
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And the bassed lunch -H'\ihs isnt workihs out,
ei+)ner. ’ﬂwis week Rodrick was in c)no\rse of makihs
lunches, and he wrote a note on my {)qs, Just like

Mom does.

T didn*t even bother eq'h'hs +he sandwich , Since

I’Ve never seen Ro&rick was}\ }\is )ndhds even once.
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M)f chore for the week is |o\uhc}r7/, and T cant
wait until my shift is over. For the record, T
+hink i+ should be i||e3a| for a {>o7/ to have to fold

\-\is moﬂ\er‘s uhderwear.

Eriday

One of the big changes with Mom going o school
is that now Dad’s in charge of helping me with my
homework. No offense to Dad, but Mom is WAY
better at homework help than he is. When Mom
helps me do my homework,, she basically gives me all

+he answers, and T'm in and out in ten minutes.

HUS6IA RUVHES

WITH “NOSCOW.”

BOSCOW?

- — RAAC A0 Ta )
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T+s a whole different s+or7/ with Dad. He wants
to teach me HOW +o do the work, and that's a
lot more time-consuming. Plus, it's been a |oh3 time
since Dad was in school, so T have to sit there
and wait while he reads my textbooks and gets

caus}ﬁ up-

But math is the WORST. T guess the way ﬂ\e)/
feach math these days is totally different from
the way +)ne>/ taught i+ when Dad was a kid, so
he gets frustrated with the new rules and starts

+r>/ih3 to teach me the way HE learned it.

ONEY,YNO...YOU
%ﬁ%ﬁw e
N RIN THIS

.

OLUMN AND

CARRY THE FOUR.
s

~DOES
RY=
MEAN?

F8
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Dad also licks his fihser and his thumb to make
it easier for Hm +o turn ﬂ\e pages. Ah& wheh )ne
does +¥m+, I +r7/ and keep track of which pages

\'\e furns so I dont +ouc\\ )m's SPH'.

But with all those numbers in my head, it doesnt

leave a lot of room for math facts.

T can +ell when Tve done sameﬂ-\ihs wrohg,
because Dad gets kind of frustrated with me
and breathes real heaVy out of his nose. So TVve
learned +o put a dish +owel on my arm whenever

were workihs on Alsebra.

7 A
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_By the time its over, two hours have gone by and
it's time for me to go to bed. All T can say is,
I \wo?e Mom wraps up her classes pretty quick,
because T'm a person who really needs his TV 4ime

at ni 3\'\1’.

Monday

This math +Hh3 is becomihs a ?roblem. We have
“standardized +es-h'h3“ coming up at my school
and T heard that the teachers wont get Hheir
bonuses unless we get good scores. So there’s a
lot+ of pressure on us kids, which kind of stinks.
T remember back in kihdersaﬁeh P math used o

be rea||7/ FUN.

B m———

c%."F x ANOTHER
LATE CHIP

COOKIE IS...

Twwoswqwo\

éﬁ**’

IEw

J-'-.\’






Mrs. Mackelroy says that if we dont do well on the
test, we ll lose our budse-f and music class will +urn
into detention, or something like that. But T dont
+hink kids are really aetting +he message. A few
weeks ago we had a math quiz, and Mrs. Mackelroy
said it was "o?eh hotebook,” which meant we could

use our hotes and textbooks o \'\eh‘) us out.

Then she lef+ the classroom to take care of

sameﬂ\ihs, and the second she s+e?\7ec} out the

door, it was total chaos.




Prac+ica||7/ eVeryboéy failed +he quiz because \Deovle
were usihs +)neir notebook paper and books as

ammuhition.
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So, based on that ePiSo&E, T dont think Mrs.
Mackdroy had better make any 553 Plahs for how

she’s gonhha sPehd her bonus.

OCTOBER

iUCde;{

Tonight Dad walked vp to me while T was sitting
on the couch, and he seemed bent out of shape
about something. He wanted to know why T
didn't bring out the recycling bin his morning like

\'\e asked me “o.

T +4old him he must be confused, because he never

said ah7'+)nih3 +o me about the rec7/c|ih3. But he



said he asked me to do it last his\ﬁ while T was
?layihs video games, and to be honest with you,

that did seem a little familiar.
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Tf T DID forse‘h it wasnt my fault. T ad’ually
Kave a rea||7l GREAT S7ls+em for rememberihs

ﬂ\ihss.

You know how some Peovle leave notes for
+hemselves when +)ne7/ need to remember
sameﬂ\ihs? Well, T +hink +hats a lot of work,

and its a waste of paper, “oo.

So let’s 50\7/ lﬂm n bed dhd Mom walks into my



room and tells me T have +o {)rihs a permission s||'?
o 5c¥\oo| n +¥\e morhihs. I dont 3e+ out of bed

and write a note.
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T Just +hrow one of my \aillows across the room.

ﬂ\eh, w\weh I wake vp n -H\e morhihs ah& 90 o
walk out the door, T see the \>i||ow and think,

"Hey, what's this \)illow &oihs here?”

*

A5y

(1
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Then T remember, “Oh yea}\, T Kave o bn’hs a
permission sli? to school.” See what T mean? T+

+o+a||7/ 'Fool\aroo-f.

Now that T +hink of i+, T DID leave mysel-f
a reminder to take out the recyclihs. T

SPECIFICALLY remember putting my socks on
the TV before T went to bed, to remind myse|-F

in the mornhing.

And if Dad did Some-ﬂwihs to mess up my 57/5+em,

he’s oh|7 so‘l' Hmsel[ to blame.




But Dad wouldnt let it go- He said now +ha+t
T getting older, T need to start beihs

« . »
more reS\)thIHe.

n



Te heard this sort of thing from Dad before.
The last few weeks of the summer, our neighbor,
Ms. Grove, hired me to take care of her plants
while she was on a business trip. Well, T did it for
the first few days, and then T guess you could

say I 30+ busy wi+)n o-H\er +Hh35.

When Dad asked me how the plants were doing,
T realized T hadnt been over there in at least
a WEEK. T went +o grab Ms. Grove’s key so T
could water her plants, but +he key washt in its

usual spot.

T ?racﬁcall)/ turned our house U\Dsi&e down |ookih3

for that key, but T couldnt find i+.
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T+ 4urns out the reason T couldnt find +he key
was because it wasn+t in our house. T4 left+ i+ ot
Ms. Grove’s, and she found i+ when she got back

from )ner +ri\7.

Ms. Grove was Pre-H'y mad that her key was
in the front door, but the way T see i1, she

shoulc}’Ve {)eeh ‘\d‘)?}l hobo&y rob{)e& )ner )nouse.

She was mad about her \)lah-i's , too, because

uhfor'fuhd‘l'el)l most of ﬂ\em &ic}h,‘f make it. 1



su33e5+ed +hat maybe she should buy a cactus or
another ?lah-f +hat doesnt need a lot of water

‘o survive.
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That way, eVery‘I’}\ihs would be fine if T lost her

key -H\e NEXT +ime s’ne went on a business +ri\7.

|

@

But Ms. Grove said she wouldnt hire me again even
if }\er life Je\)ehcled on it. 'ﬂ\eh she sent me }\ome
without \:ayihs, which stinks, becavse T really did

S\Deh& a lot of +ime |ookih3 for 'H'm'f key.
Ahyway, T +hink +hat e?iSoc}e is still fresh in
Dad’s mind, and +hat's w)ny Tm hearihs +his

“responsibiity” thing again.

Hovefuuy, Dad will leave my socks on the



television next time around and +¥u’h35 woh+ get

o ﬂ'\is Poih‘h

7



H)UFSAG¥

Well, Dad is really serious about me +akih3 oh more
res‘)ohsibili'fy. And the first thing he wants me to

do is start wa‘(ihs myseh[ up in +)ne morhihs.

That's ac-hmll)/ a real \Jroblem, becavse T Je\)ehé

on HIM +o wake me up.

W HUP.
H%?f’s & GO,
LET’S GO!

I
LlTee .

‘ﬂ\ﬁ's +he wa7/ weve been Joihs it for YEARS,

and T rea”y dont see ah7/ reason to c}mhse

+¥\ih35 now.



Dad said that if T don*t learn to wake mysel-( vp
with an alarm clock, then T'm not gonha know

how to do it when T 90 off +o co||e3e.
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Bt T o\lways fisured +hat would be the way me

< z?z addy”
O

AN H| 38 ﬂ

[ >

e st ok [l

feeL o R

LETS GO!

and Dad would s+a7/ in touch.

Yes+er&a7/ was the first day T 4ried to wake
myself vp, and it didnt work out so well. M7 alarm
went off and all, but the sound Just worked its

WcA7/ into m7/ Jream.
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And +oc}a7 didnt go any better. T set my alarm
to “radio” and 4uned i+ to a classical music station
because T didnt want to hear that ahhoyihs {)ee\)
first thing in the morning. But the music didn+t

wake me up, ei‘H\er.

e
1
)

The Problem is, without an actual human {)eihs
wakihs me up, my brain is always gonha find some
excuse to kee\) s|ee?ih3. But T +hink T mish-f’\/e

#surec} out a solution to this alarm clock situation.




T found one of those o|d-s+7/|e wih&u? clocks in
+he storage room +o&a7/, and those clocks make a

\wse racket when +\'\e7/ 9o off.
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T +ested it out to see if it still worked, and sure

ehous}x, "t did.

T dont think ANYONE could slee‘) -H'\rous)n a
noise like THAT. The oh|7/ Vroblem is that the

clock doesnt have a “snooze” bar, so T'm worried

Tl shut i+ off and fall back aslee\a.

So +oh53¥\+ I }\nd ‘H\e clock under my bed. /ﬂ\is
way, when the alarm goes off, T'll have o get vp

to find 'H‘\e c|ocl<, and 'H\eh 'rll be up for ‘H\e &o\)f.

Frida;g



T+ 4urns out the new alarm clock caused some

new Problems.
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With +hat wih&uv clock ‘Hckihs under my bed, T
felt like T was s|ee\7ih3 on top of a bomb +hat

was about to ge off. So ‘H\e stress ke\ﬁ me awake

half the his}x’r.

0,

KFIck |

) {'}m CK
&

EX

~

T s|ee\7wa|ked ﬂ-\rous}\ my Jay at school, which
was fine until we had an assembly. We were lined
vp to go into +he auvditorium, and T was |eahih3

against +he wall.




But T mustve fallen aslee\) for half a second,
because my hand sli??ed and T accic}eh‘hll)/ set off

the fire alarm.
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The whole school had to evacuate, and +hree
minutes later there were a bunch of fire trucks

out front.

P

After they found out there was no fire, they let
everyone back into the school. The principal got

on the loudspeaker and said that whoever set off
the alarm was gonna be suspended and that they

should turn themselves in.
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T dont know much, but what T DO know is
that you shouldnt announce what the punishment
is gonna be BEFORE you ask people +o turn
themselves in. So T decided it would be smart +o

kee\) quiet and let this all blow over.

After third \aen‘od, a rumor started going around
school that the fire alarm squirts out invisible
liguid when you pull the handle, and that +he
teachers had some sort of special X-ray wand
+¥\e7/ could use to see the liquid on Somebocly’s
hand. So it was only a matter of time before they

found the cul\arH'.

Then everyone started woh&erihs if it was the



TEACHERS w‘-\o started -H\e rumor and it was
Just a trick to see which kid would go to +he

bathroom first to wash his hands.
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So +¥\a+ So-f eVeryohe REALLY ?o\ro\hoid.

Then NOBODY  would go to +he bathroom, and

eVeryohe who ac+ua||7' needed to g0 decided o Just

hold i+ until the end of the Jay.




The ?rihci\)al eVeh+ua||7l had to shut the school
down ear|7/ because hobo&y was was)nihs their hands

and were ris)(ﬁ' in the middle of flu season.
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Mom was off at the |i{>rar7l s+u&7'ih3, so T had 4o
call Dad at work and ask him +o come Pick me up
from school ear|7l. And he didn*t seem too )na\avy

about it.

.

But if he didnt make me wake myseh[ up, hone of

+his would Ve even )f\w‘)\)ehe&.

Wednesday

‘ﬂ\efre starting a new uhit in our Heal4h class
called “The Facts of Life,” and aP\)areh'H)/ it
covers all the stuff +¥\e7/’\/e been dahcihs around

for the past couvle of months. ﬂ\ey sent

By




permission s|ips home, and if you dont get yours
sished ) you’re not o\llowe& 1o even be in 'H'\e

classroom for the rest of +the semester.
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T reo\lly dont like +his permission sliv +Hh3. Mom
oh|7/ lets me watch G-rated movies, so T know

there’s no WAY she’ll let me be in the class.

To get around that Problem, T +7/\7e& up a fake
hote and +a\>e& it on top of the actual permission
sliv.

I Y?én ishikdrpestatission
(SRR ﬁﬁ%&vﬁ{gwork

Stehatte 3 pilent/quardian

Luckily, Mom didn+ look at +he paper too closely,

and I 30+ +¥\e sisha‘l'ure I needed.

NOWLATHAT: WAS
AN EASYDECISION!
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Tm ac+ua||7/ 3|a<} +¥\e7/’re Joihs this “Facts of
Life” unit, becavse T have a lot of questions about
this stuff, and T dont have a reliable way of

3e+‘h'h3 answers.

Just about eVer7/+\wih3 T know in this department
comes from Albert Sah&y, and T'm starting to
wonder if he’s been feeding me bad information.
Like last week, he told everyone at the lunch table

+hat it's me&ically irn\)ossible for a sirl to fart.

\Aje", I know 'H\d'i"s not true because of 'H‘\e time

Mom }\ussed Auh+ Doroﬂ\y oh C"\ris+mas EVe.
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Anyway, foday was the first day of the “Facts
of Life” unit, and sure enough, Nurse Powell
sent the kids whose parents wouldn sign their
permission slips down to the |ibrar7/ to be “special

\-\e|\>ers" for +he c}a?/.

ﬂ\e rest of us were \Dre++7/ excited ) becavse we
couldn®t wait to hear all +he J'uicy stuff Norse

Powell was about to +ell us.

But it didnt go ﬂ\e wa7/ I ex\aede& at ALL.

Nourse Powell put some charts up on +he easel and



started +a|kih3 about "7_7/30+es" and “chromosomes”

and a whole bunch of other scientific nonsense.
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T ke\ﬁ waiting for her 4o +ell us this was all a
{)is Joke and then 3e+ +o the 300& stuff, but
it never \-\a\)\)ehed. So T'm guessing +he school is

Just +r7/ih3 +o confuse us to make us lose interest.

Anyway, if the school IS +rying fo confuse us,
they're doing a pretty good job. At lunch we
tried to explain what we learned in the “Facts

of Life” unit 4o the kids who didnt get their
permission slips sighed, and we couldnt agree on a

sihsle +Hh3.

(B

*-V
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5a+urda¥

Another +¥\ih3 Dad’s in c}mrse of now that Moms
back in school is +akih3 us kids to our dentist

qPPo£h+meh+s.

Most kids dont like going to the dentist, but T
o\c+ua||7/ look FORWARD +o it. TVe been going

to the same dentist since T was 4wo years old,

and +¥\e7/ are +o+a||7/ my +7/\7e of operation.

¢ Tender Huds *

|

» Mﬂ:ﬁh@d@éﬂkﬂ E@O e

Shoping e




But the main reason T like going to +he dentist
is because T am TOTALLY in love with the

\wysiehis*f who works there, Rachel.
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Rachel o\|wa7/s lectures me about brus\'\ihs and
ﬂossihs and all that, but she's so cute that it's

hard to take her seriously.

o ARE IN
Ysamg gga% %ﬁ%sm@g.
YEURESGOING TO
NEEDNTO FLOSS
EVERY DAY FROM

NOW ON.

Mom's alwa?/s getting after me about -ﬂossihs, too.
She says that if T don+t take better care of my
+ee+¥\, Tm gonna end up with dentures before T

go to collese.



TVe been +)nihl<ih3 about that, and maybe false

teeth wouldnt be such o bad -H\ihs.
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TF T had dentures, T could have someone ELSE
take care of my teeth, and T could S\Deh& +he

extra time doihs same+)nih3 T ac+uo\||7/ eh\joy.

“TRELE BACK BY

BREAKFAST.

I}

The oh|7/ \)roblem with beihs in love with your
\Vsiehier is that you ohly get to see Ner every Six
mohﬂ\s w}\eh 7Iou 3e+ your +ee+h cleahecl. So ";

Nave to make the most of eVery visit.

The last time T had an appointment, T looked



Rachel in the eye +he whole time she cleaned my

teeth so she could see T was Je#hi+e|7/ interested.
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T‘\is morhihs I dc+ud||7/ went out dhd {)ous"ﬁ
Some co|oshe to make an eﬁra-aood impression oh
Ker. So when Dad told me +o get in the car, T

was ready.

But Da& &roVe ris}vf Pas+ my &eh'h'si"s office qh&
got on +he Hs’nway. T +4old him that he had
missed the turn and that Tender H“SS Dental

Care was back the other wa7/.

o)
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But Dad said T'm “too old” to kee\) going to a
kids' dentist, so starting +ocla7/ he was switching

me over o )m's deh+is+, Dr. Kasah.

T got a hill up my spine when he said that name.
TVve seen Dr. Kasah’s billboards on +he )nis)nway,
and T get +he impression he has a +o+a||7/

different aﬂ)roo\c}\ than Tehder Huss.

DR SEARAZR K AKKGAN

ORAL SURGERY

and general dentistry

RODTATANALS
ABSCESSRDRAINAGE
/ BOWERZRAFTING

“Becatise'beel oral teealth is*hiothing to smile about.”

I +ried o 3e+ qu +to c}mhse Hs mih&, but *\e

said he alrea&y did the Pq\aerwork to switch me over



and +¥\ere was ho +urhih3 back. I -H\ous}\-f about
makihs a run for i, but Dad mustve known w)na+

T was ‘H‘\ihkihs, because he locked the car doors.
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Dr. Kagan's office was even scarier than T
\)ic+ureJ it. He didnt have qh}/ colorihs books or
+o>/s or the kinds of ﬂ\ihss ﬂ\e)/ Nave in the

Tender HUSS wai'h'hs room.

OUD.BETTER
HOPE YOU

Dr. Kaso\h was wqi‘h'hs for me in )nis o#ice, ah&




all Nis s}mr\) metal instruments and drills were
rish‘l' out In ﬂ\e open for me to see w)neh I

walked in.

3



So I could +ell +)nis 307/ washt 1[oo|ih3 around.

After T sat down in the chair, Dr. Kagan
started grilling me about my eating and drinking
habits. He actually got MAD when T +old him

T drink soda, and he went in the side room and
brought out a jar filled with brown liguid that had

a rotten tooth in it.

U







He told me +his is what happened to a real +ooth
when it was left in a jar of soda for +weh+7-four
hours. T told Dr. Kagan T would make sure T
never lef+ my teeth in a jar of soda overnight.
pi pretty sure he thought T was being
sarcastic, but T was just 4rying 4o show him T

was \7“7".“3 attention.

Then he cleaned my teeth. T started o panic,
because if +here’s one person 70u don*t want o
be mad at you ) it's the suy who's 30'1’ metal tools

\)okihs drouh& n your mouﬂ\.

At one point, Dr. Kagan started doing X-rays.



He \Ju+ a ?iece of \Dlas-h'c between m7' teeth and
told me to bite down. Then he took an X-ra?/ and

got +he next piece of Plas-h'c rea&y.
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After two or three X-rays, T started +o get +he
\-\o\hs of i, and so when Dr. Ko\sah did my molars,
T bit down on the \7|as+ic before he even told me

to. At least T THOUGHT i+ was the Plas*h'c. T+

turns out i+ was ac+uo\||7/ Dr. Kagah‘s fihser.

Well, if Ne was mad before, it was NOTHING

com?ared +o ﬂ\is.

Dr. Kasah told me to go out to +he waiting room

while he worked on my "&iashosis." T was \:re-H'y



sure he was gohha come back and +ell Dad T
hee&ed o 3e+ a root canal or same'ﬂ'\ihs so }\e

could get even with me.
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But Dr. Kaaah ac+ua||7/ did same-ﬂ\ihs even
WORSE. He told Dad T needed +o +ake "ma\jor
corrective measures for rn7/ oVerbHe, and }\e gave

Dad +his PGMPHC“”"

Yoiir Child
Netds

Dr. Kaso\h said T would need o wear my
\weqdaear at all times, es\)ecially &urihs +he &o\y
when T'm at school. So obvious|>l he's +r>/ih3 to

ruin my social life.

aYaw
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Monday

When T woke up +his morhing, T couldnt find my
‘wea&sear where T left i+, so T had +o go o school

without it. Not that T'm com\alaihihs or ahyﬂxihs.

Th Health class Nurse Powell told us we were

going o be starting a hew vnit about parenting.
She said that beiha a mother or a father is a bis
respohsibilﬁy and that in this unit we were gohha

learn that +akih3 care of a baby is ho piece of cake.

Then she took out a carton of eggs. She said each
one of us was gonhha \'\aVe to take our e99 \\ome

and return it to class the next &ay.




And the rule was that we had +o return our
€99 to her in Per{ed s\'\o\?e, with no cracks in it

or ah7/+\wih3.
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Now, I dont know w)na+ a c}u’ckeh e9g \'\as +o
do with a bdb}" but +his is one of those situations
+hat make me wonder if T'd be se‘Hihs a better

education if Mom and Dad st'c)ned me over +o

private school.

Then Nourse Powell said +his €99 +)nih3 was gohna

count for 25% of our srade.

Well, when Nurse Powell mentioned sracies, T got
reo\||7l nervous. 1 m already faihhs Alsebra, and

T dont need to Alunk out of Health, too. So T

knew I was gohha )no\Ve +o kee\) m7/ €99 safe.

ﬂ\e other boys didnt seem +oo worried about



THEIR srac}es, Ju&sihs by what )na\)\)ehed after

class let out.

1



T Keard it took the Janitor all afternoon to scrub

+he 7/o|ks off the lockers.

The oh|7/ {)07/ besides me who didnt break his €99

rish‘l' away was Rowley, who tucked it in his shirt

COME
é@%ﬁ&

JUNIOR.

?ocke-r.




I didnt )no\Ve a s)nir‘l' \Docke-f or ahyw)nere safe
+o \Du+ MY €99, So T heeded +o fisure ouvt

someﬂ\ihs quick.
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T ended vp getting a huge wad of Hoilet paper
from the bathroom and stuffing it info my
backpack for cushioning. T had to take some of
my books out so they wouldn't crush the egg, so
T guess that means T wont be doing my History

homework toni 3}#.

I,m hervous aroth esss dh)/way ) becquse 01': an

incident that hq?\)ehe& las+ )Ieo\r.

M)f -Family got invited to the Snellas’ house for
another one of their kids’ \-ml-(—{)irﬂ\day ?o\r‘h'es.

The Snellas had o +able se+ vp with all sorts of



foo&, and most of it looked oo -fahcy for me. But
T knew Mom would think it was rude if T didn+

put 50me+¥\ih3 on m7' \ala‘l'e.
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The oh|7l ‘H\ihs T could ac+ua||7/ recoghize was +he
deviled €995, becavse T had them at Gramma’s

house a couv|e of +imes.

T put about ten of them on my \Dla+e. But when
I bit into one, I sdsse&. 'ﬂ\e &evﬂe& e99s at

+he Snellas’ house didnt taste ANYTHING like

the ones Gramma makes, and now T had a whole

?|a+e full of them.

So T waited until no one was |oo,<ih3, and then T

Jum?eé all the deviled eggs in +his \Dlas-h'c \7|ah+ n

Q\O
@ﬁ&z <

ﬂ\e &ihihs room.
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T got away with i, but o few weeks later Mrs.
Shella told Mom there was a really bad smell in
+heir house and +)ne7/ couldnt fisure out where it

was comihs from.

At first Mr. and Mrs. Snella thought the smell
was coming from +he carpet, so +¥\e7' hired a
cleaner to come shampoo the rug. But that didnt
solve the problem, and +)ne7/ though+t maybe a
squirrel or a mouse died in their walls. So ‘H\ey had

a car\)eh+er come n to +r7/ to find it.




After a few weeks, T guess +¥\e7/ couldnt take

+he smell anymore, so +’ne7/ moved out.
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And T have to admit T felt a little bit 3ui|+7/
when T saw +¥\e7/ were +a‘<ih3 +heir ?lasﬁc \7|ah+

with them.

EVer since, I,Ve been +r7/ih3 to fisure out }\ow o

sheak some deviled eggs into Fres|e7’s house.

;UCde;{

Yes+er&a7l w%eh I 30+ )nome, I \)u+ rn7/ e99 in m7'
sock drawer, but then T realized i+ wouldnt be

safe in +¥\ere.



Whenever T have sameﬂ-\ihs new, Mahhy finds o

way to get to it and wreck it.
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Th fact, i+ oh|7' +ook a da?/ and a half for Mahh7/
to find m7/ }xeac}sear. Ah& I don+t care WHAT
Dr. Kagan says, +here’s ho way Tm putting

THAT 'H\ihs in m7l mouth o\saih.

/

#

i%_

I +¥\ous)n+ about H&ihﬁ +)ne e99 at +)ne +0\> of my

closet, but +hat wouldn+ s+0\> Mdhh)/. T hid some
comic books vp there onhce, but +hat {)07 can climb

like a mohkey.
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What T realized is that the more work T

put into hiding something, the better chance
Manny has of finding it. So T decided to hide
my egg in an obvious spot where he would never

+hink o look.

T put it in +he remfrisera-for on the second shelf.
But +¥u’s morhihs I oPeheJ -H\e re-frisera’ror ‘o

get my €39, and it wasnt where T left it.

-

{ )
wel!

®©
\

\

T went into a panic, and T asked Mom if she'd

seen Mahhy take my 99 out of the refriserﬁor.



But Mom said SHE was the one who took i+, and

+¥\a+’s w¥m+ s\\e was makihs me for breakfast.
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All of a sudden T felt a little sick to my stomach.
T realized that if T couldn*t even take care of an
e99 for +weh+7/--(our hours, T Jefihi-fel)/ Nave no

business ever beihs a \Dareh-h

When T got to school, T noticed that all the
girls in my Health class had gotten THEIR eggs
+o school smfely. Some of the girls were carrying
theirs around in little pouches +)ne73 sewh, and a
few of them had even accessorized their eggs with

s?arkles and 3|i++er and stuff like that.
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T \Dre++7/ sure the point of the lesson was o
teach us how hard it is to take care of a baby,
so T dont think +he sirls were really getting

‘H\e message.

T was -H-\ihkihs about swiping Rowle/s eg9 when
he wasn looking and passing it off as my own,
but Ke had drawn all over his in crayon, so +hat

washt an 0\>-h'oh.
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When Nourse Powell came +o my desk, T Pu“ed out
+he \7|as-h'c bassie +hat had my scrambled egg in

i+, but she didn*t seem oo irn\)ressed.

CANT-AT LEAST
GEEé%T. RTIAL

CREDIT?

So T guess +hat means T'm \Droba{ﬂy gohha be in

summer school to repeat Health class.

Nurse Powell congratulated everyone who ke\fr
-H\eir egg9s in Per-Fec-f condition oVerhis\'\-h 'ﬂ\eh she

collected all +he eqgs and threw them in the trash.
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Well, +hat sent Rowley and the airls into )(\715+erics.

Al T can say is, this whole e\)isa&e Nas got me
serious|7 concerned about 'H‘\e next sehera'h'oh of

?areh‘fs N our couh+r7/.

rida
ﬂ\u'S afternoon H\ere was a knock on +)ne c}oor,

and w}xeh I o?ehed it I was \Dre++7 sur\arised o

see Grahdpo\ s+ahdih3 +¥\ere.







I was kind of cohfused, because he \'\ac} Hs
oVerhis\ﬁ bas wiﬂ\ Hm. But w%eh I turned

around and saw Mom and Dad with THEIR

lussase, T -ﬁsure& out what was going on.

Mom and Dad said ‘H\ey havent gotten o s?ehé a
lot of +ime +ose+)ner |a+e|7/, so ﬂ\e)/ decided +o go on

a “romantic weekend 3e+awa7/." ﬂey asked Grahd?a

+to come b}/ and watch us while +)ne7/ were gohe.

T wish ‘H\e)/ didnt have to 90 and throw the
word “romantic” in there B becavse +hat \Dar-f was

&efihi‘fel)/ oo muc)n information for me.



Mom and Dad don+t +rust me and Rodrick o be
home alone, because the LAST +ime +)ne7/ lef+ us

oh our owh, Rodrick ha& a \wse Parﬁy.
11



Whenever Mom and Dad go away, +¥\e7/ u5ua||7/
leave us with Gramma. But Gramma's on a cruise
with Ker friehc}s, so that's why we so‘l' stuck

wiﬂ\ Grahd\)a.

Mom and Dad dont give us any advance warning

w)neh ‘H\e)/ go o\wqy. For 'H\eir ahhiVersary , we

c{idh"f even know 'H'\e)/ were gohe until +)ne>/ ca”ecl.

The LAST +ime -H\e)/ lef+ us at our own house
wH'}\ Grahd\)q was w\\eh me ah& Ro&rick were

req“)/ little. I &oh)'f remember eVeryﬂ'\ihs +\'\a+



went wrong +hat week, but T do remember that
he Jro?\)ec} me off for T-ball practice at +he

wrohg time and at the wrohg field.
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I Joh)‘f ﬂ\ihk Rodrick was crazy about ‘H\e idea of
\'\o\vihs Grahd\)a as a babysi‘Her, because +)ne second

Mom and Dad lef+, Rodrick took off.

[..._.--*-._..-—'—"..--""'-..-"--.-

I [scREECH

1 |

Uhfor+uha+e|7/, T dont have a van or a driver’s

license of my owh, so T was stuck with Grahé\)a

RGN

and Mahhy.
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Mahhy went s+ra53\-\+ to bed, even +¥\ou3¥\ +
was oh|7/ 4:30 in the afternoon. So that lef+

Jus+ me and Grahc}\)a.

Grandpa made grilled cheese sandwiches with +he
crusts cut off for dinner, which T haven't had
since T was req||7/ little. We watched some TV,
but then at 7:00 Grandpa shut it off and asked
me if T wanted him to read me a story. T havent
had a bedtime story since T was in kindergarten,
but T didnt wanna hurt Grandpa’s feelings, so T

Just went alohs with it.

\ 7/

Saturd a;[



Since T went to bed at 7:30 last hig)n‘l’, T woke

up really early +his morning.

14



Ahc} wheh I came dowhs’rairs, I Saw a {)is w)ni+e

binder sitting out on +he kitchen table.

e — =l
S— —

.~
-_—

Ol THR¥NGOCARE OF

o

All of a sudden the grilled cheese sandwiches and
the story and the early bedtime all made sense.
Grandpa was using the manval Mom made for him
the LAST +ime he took care of us at home, eight

or nine years ago.



I ﬂi?\aed +\-\rou3}\ +)ne pages, and sure ehous}\, it
was filled with instructions for how +o take care

of us when we were little kids.
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And at least 95% of it was +o+a||7/ outdated.

O /IQ« «g@’}' /@
@mmﬂt 9@&@6

WW =10
ﬂwwm

O

Some of the stuff in there was ac+ua||7' \are'Hy
embarrassihs. Tm Just 3|ad T found the manual
before Rodrick did, or he'd never let me hear the

end of it.
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T ﬂi?\?ec} +o the page with "T“ onh it, and here’s

what T found—

Tm

up to t rty tes .
®) pg; @ ;g 0

prapoming aday-

O ’ =

T dont think T'm gonha survive a whole weekend

with Grah&\)a if T'm not allowed to watch a lot

of T\/, So I ri\)\)ed out +¥\e page and drew up a

hew one.

is fhor
trdBiAEIBN

fg”ﬁ‘i?*e&
\ﬁaﬁﬁ% as much
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Then T realized that +he “S” page was oh +he
back of the “T" page, so T Kad +o revlace +hat

onhe, too.

is for |
kNS
}%ﬁ?ﬁlﬁkﬁﬁ%@ should

@Vﬁheﬁ?tﬂﬂﬁ\e he ever o
leaves 1?—}Né,{s‘l-\.:m,nse with-
out asklnS first.

B .

Uhfor+uha+e|7/, Mom and Dad got home before
Rodrick did 7/es+erda7/, and Grah&va went back o
his condo. Which is a shame, becavse T was really

kee\)iha M}' -fihsers crossed on that “S” ‘H\ihs.

Mom said that she and Dad did a lot of +a|kih3



over the weekeh&, and *H\e}/ o\sreed +hat ‘I’}\ihss
Nave started o s|i\> around the house ever since

she started going back +o school.
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T figured Mom was gonna chew us guys ovt for
not doing our share, but she actually said she was
gonha HIRE someone to help with the cleaning.
T couldn’t believe what T was hearing. The words
Mom used were “domestic help,” but T knew +hat

was Jus+ code for “maid.”

5. guess Mom was Pre++7 embarrassed about )navihs
to hire someone to )ne|\> out with the household
chores, because she asked us all not to mention it

o ahyohe.

Well, T'm sorry, but opportunities like +his don+t
come around too often for me, so it was a little

Kard o kee\) quiet ot school.

3
‘%&ﬁmxm
@A D!
\

g

P

[ .L..D C.n'\..""
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C\-\iras Gu?‘l'a said his family doesnt NEED a maid
and that he was slad his mom is there when he

comes home from school eVery c}o\y.

But T'm sure that's what all the non-maid People

say to make themselves feel better.

Tomorrow is our maid Tsabella’s first day. T
thought that meant we could all kick back and be
a little extra s|obby, since_someone would be picking
up_after us, but Mom made everyone clean the
house tonight. She said she didnt want Tsabella

+}\.’hkih3 we lived in a "Piss-ry."







Todd?/ when T got home from school, Tsabella

was in the family room watching a talk show. T
guess T cant really blame her for loafing around,
since we had done all the cleaning for her. But she

s+a7/ed for about two hours and +o+a||7/ hossec}

‘H\e TV.

S TODNY ON
BA EINA™ ..
BACKSTABBRING

BEST FRIENDS!

Tohis}ﬁ when Mom got Nome after her classes,

33




s\'\e was amazed at %ow S\Do-Hess ﬂ\e }xouse was.

T dont think she remembered +hat WE were +he

ones who did all the work.
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But she seemed }mﬂ)y, so T didnt want +o sPoil

it for Rer.

1

T wasnt as )naﬂ))/ as Mom. Last his}ﬁ T left

Tsabella a note askihs Ner to take care of my

|duh&r‘7. T wasn® sure if she would take orders

from a kid, so T made the note look like it was

'From Mom.

Dear [bsdisHa,

Plemsse do my som
Gﬁegery’s I&mnldyy.




B
|




Tm +ec¥micall)/ SUV\)oseJ to do my OWN lauhc}ry,
and T didnt want Mom to find out T was askiha
Tsabella +o do it for me. So T put +his line at

+¥\e bottom—

P.S, Now ﬂmﬁ
Eé\)é n%-’@ h%

|-F
throov\{f\’ 1t out

Then T put the note on top of the bag and
left i+ out where Tsabella would see it. T was
expecting to come home and find all my laundry in
neat, folded piles on my bed, but instead T got a

note BACK from Tsabella.

Luckily, T got Nome before Mom did, or she wouldve

found it.

cE@@ni. M%ﬁ%ﬁ%’ )

Wmmm
13 QP83 T
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That rea||7/ stunk, because T had to haul my
Iauhéry bas all +he way back vpstairs. And let
me +ell you, it was a lot harder going up +han

comihs dowh.

Tsabella doesnt come back until ﬂwrs&ay, so L
guess T’Il have 4o wait until then 4o take another

crack at it.

This is ac+ua||>/ \areHy exciting for me, because
TVe never had ahyohe T could farm my work out
to. Rodrick is ALWAYS +rickih3 me into Joihs

stuff for HIM.



He'll start {>7/ askihs me to do sameﬂ\ihs, and T

o\lways sa7/ no.
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T‘\eh }\e starts couh‘h'hs down from ten. Ahc} I

dont know w}\y ) but ‘H’\d‘f 3e+s to me eVery +ime.




TVe found out that kind of +’nih3 doesnt work

on adults.
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Last week I tried to 3e+ Dad +o -Fe’rc}\ -H\e TV
remote, because T left it on the kitchen table.

But he didnt even move a muscle.

Ah}/way, lﬂm )no‘)ihs Isabe“d comes 'H‘\rous}\ for
me oh T}wrs&ay. TVe been wearing +he same socks

for a few days how, and 'H\e)/‘re starting to feel

like cardboard.

H)UFSAG¥

OK, now this is starting to get a little ridiculous.




Last his}ﬁ T Jrasse& my |auh<}r7/ back downstairs

and left another note for Tsabella.
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Dear 1isokslio,

Gregery is the child whesschiadinso
has blue mfﬂm. Plegsewadh
and cyy s ctlotthssanddputhtem
i his reom.

—

Tk yyou,
Nﬁ@?ﬁ;@ﬂ@y

But instead of clean |athr7, T Just got

ahoﬂ\er note.

M fi hﬂlﬁl | . OWAB(U,
yg;; Pt @ﬂcﬁ@aﬁnm
amt%ﬂd&vi. salfel?

Now T get Tsabella’s act. She's gohha kee\)

Jrassihs 'ﬂ\is out forever. On +}\e one )ndhc}, 1



kind of have o respect her skill at aVoiJihs work. But on the other hand, T rea||7/ do
hee& some

clean underwear soon.
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And what REALLY stinks is that Tsabella has
been ea+ih3 our Juhk food. T went +o 3e+ some

?re+ze|s out of the Pdh+r7 +oh53\-\+, and the bas

was \)rac+ica||7/ em?+7/.

T noticed the \>o+a+o c)m'\as were gohe, too. Ah&
believe it or not, Tsabella left a note in the

?dh‘h"y +o com‘alaih about our snack selection.

m;tkahkﬂ

T
o Vwaldelle.

Well, the potato chips she ate WERE barbecue,
but she just didnt know it. Manny licks the
flavoring off the barbecue chips and puts them
back in the bag. Unfortunately, T had to learn

+hat the hard wa7/. ?

. *
I"-‘
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Mom went out and bous\-ﬁ' a bunch of snacks Just
for Tsabella and put +hem in the \aah-h')/, and the

rest of us arent allowed +o touch them.

DONU ' BAR-B-Q
i 4
)
f.  PKIR \
Laabelle,

Mohda?[

To&ay at school +\we7 ahnounced that +¥\e7’re
9oing 1o have a special fundraiser for the music
program, called a “Lock-Tn." From what T can
fell, it's sort of like a big boy-girl slumber party,

S0 you can &eﬁ'hﬁely count ME in.

We're Inaviggr o

Ock~-In

tHis FHAEY night!

DS a

nu]rlgb!lllggltsin‘(‘){ aud Eq»rﬁ'%ﬁpa hq(ght Of SUPENISEd
vfyprénith egmg le sehioolauditorium. The
event goes from du5kt|II dawn and features




the Eave

games and prizes.
Chaperotigs' needed! %

ﬁ;ﬁuﬁga‘ﬁﬁmi 'proceeds will go to

ram

Save Our Music Program fund.
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The oh|7/ ‘H’\ihs +hat bothered me was the
"cha\)erohe" \mr+. So I cut +)na+ out before I

showed it to Mom.

;UCde¥

A“ rish'i', I’Ve ‘\d& it wH'}\ our mdic}. I gave
‘\er ohe more shoﬁ' at cloihs my |quh4r>/, and s\'\e

weaseled out of it again.

Dearslggbella,
ﬂ+i§sf“rﬁaeormm7ﬂwmgligh&sdand
deriks tagetber-PRlessedioke
care of this at yewreaniestt

convenience as$s riy s

out of dhean chidHeastios dubobl.
Mms.HEéﬂEky




ﬂ\is iS w\'\a-f I found si'H'ihs on +0\> of 'H\e

|duhdr7 bqs when T got Nome—
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ﬁ@m%ﬁﬁ%b

mmmwﬁhfﬂ@ﬂiﬁﬂw&m&
e dandks . Uﬁ@mmﬂ)g,} L Posree
fsatflello.

T o#icially give up. Since we a|wa7's clean the
house before Tsabella comes, T'm ?re++7/ sure the

oh|7/ “work” she does is writing +hese notes.

Ah& it 3e+s worse. \I\n\eh I 30+ into bed +oh53¥\+,
I fel+ same'ﬂ'\ihs at 'H\e bottom of m7/ s}\ee'fs. So
I reqc\'\ec} down and found w\'\a+ I -H\ihk was a

Pah-ry Nose sock.
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That means Tsabella has been +a|<ih3 haps in
MY BED. T went into Moms room and +old her
that T think she made a mistake \\irihs Tsabella

and that she should let her go-

But Mom didnt want to hear i+. She said +hat

‘H\e }\ouse ‘\o\s been “immaculate” ever since we )nire&
her and 'H'wd' eVeryohe shouH be sra'l’eful for +)ne

work she,s &oihs for uvs. So Isabella’s 30+ Mom

TOTALLY fooled.

Al T can say is, if beihs a maid means wa+c)nih3



TV all &a?/, eating shacks, and +akih3 haps in my
bed, then T guess The fiha“y found a career T

can 3e+ excited about.
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NOVEMBER

Saturd a;[

Dad Jropve& me off at school at 8:00 last hig)n‘l'
for the Lock-Tn, and the second T walked
‘H\rous}\ ‘H‘\e door, I knew I made o )nuse

mistake. T+ was, like, 90% boys and 10% 3irls.

Ahc} even worse, ROWLEY was +¥\ere.

T turned o leave, but one of the cha\)erohes had
alrea&y locked +the door. So T was stuck there for

‘H\e hisH’ wiﬂ\ eVeryohe else.




| =T



Tm guessing most of the sirls in my class decided
hot to go to the Lock-Tn and the ones who DID

s\'\ow vp Jus+ didn* 3e+ ﬂ\e word in time.

T decided T was gonna have 4o make the most
of it, and T walked into the auditorium, where
eVeryohe else was +akih3 their stuff. The first
-H\ihs T noticed was that there was at least one
adul+ for eVer7I kid, which is not really a great

recipe for wild times.

Most of +he chq\yerohes were parents, but o few
of ‘H\em were +eac¥\ers. Ah& same'ﬂwihs tells me
+}\e +eqc\'\ers were oh|7 'Hwere because +)ne7/ &idh"i'

haVe a c\woice.




a5 dd Sa
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T ﬂovve& my stuff down on the stage, where all
+he other kids were. Then T noticed +hat Rowley
was ‘H\ere, So I moved m7/ stuff to -H\e o-ﬂ\er

side of the s+a3e.

T think most of +he kids had alrea&y written
off the hi3¥w+, because Jus+ about eVer)/ohe was

?layihs with whatever electronic 3a<}3e+ 'H'\e)/

brous)n'i' wi+)n 'H‘\em.

T didnt even THINK of bringing my video
games, ahd I Aidh’-f haVe a masazihe or ahyﬂ\ihs
to entertain myse#. So T asked one of the

grownh-ups w}uﬁ I could do.




Mrs. Barnum told me there was an "o\c-h'vi’ry
center’ in +)ne corner for ahyohe w\'\o needed to

take a “fun break” Jurihg ﬂ\e his\'vf.
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But all of the activities were little-kid stuff.

T decided o Jus-f sit on m7l slee\aihs ba3 with m7'

hands folded on my |a\> instead.

At 1:00 the adults said it was time for “party
games,” but ho{)o&y heard them because everyone
had headphones on. Mr. Tanner said people
needed to be “social,” so he confiscated all the cell
phones, music players, and whatever else kids had

dhd Pu-i' ﬂ\em n a sarbase bas.
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Then we all sat in a circle in the middle of the
avditorium. Mrs. Carr said we were gohha ?lay
some “icebreakers” that would helv us get to know

eo\ch o+)ner better.

But the 4ruth is, all of us kids know one another
req“)/ well, because weve been +ose+\'\er since
\)resc\'\ool. Th fact, T think we know each other

TOO well.

Mrs. Carr said we were gonha start with sameﬂ\ihg
called the “Name Game,” where eVeryohe goes
around and gives themselves a nickname that

starts with the same letter as their first name,

like "5\>or+7/ Seﬂ\“ or "Fuhhy Fred” or same‘l'}\ihs



like that. The idea was +that 7/our hickname would

say sameﬂ\ihs about 7/our Persaha“ﬁy.

137



Row|e7/ went first.

(R

Y s A
EUUF

T+ was really stressful +r7/ih3 to come vp with a

cool-sauh&ihs hickname 7 and my turn was comihs vp
quick. T 1(iha||7/ settled on “Great Gres,“ which T
know is a little lame, but it was hard to +think of a

decent nickname that starts with the letter “G.”

T guess +he kid +o m7 ris’n‘h Georse ﬂeer, was

\'\o\vihs +he same PFO{)‘QM as me.




T couldnt use the same word as Georse or ?eovle

woul& ‘Hnihk I was co‘yyihs }\im.
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So T sat there for a while trying o +hink of
aho+)ner 300& “‘G" worJ, bot eVeryohe was s-hm'hs

at me and my mind Just went blank.

Then Mrs. Libby chimed in to try and bail me out.

LY
GREG!

Everyohe seemed \are++7/ ha\)\ay with +¥\a+, even
though “Jo||7/“ doesnt start with the letter “G.”
And it makes you wonder about our education
system, especially since Mrs. Libby is the eighth-

sraée honors Ehslis}\ +eacher.

il ‘H\ous)n-f "Jolly Gresu was a | ERRIBLE

hickname, but before T could come vp with



sameﬂ\ihs better, the person o my lef+ went,

and it was too late.
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So now I was stuck wH'}\ a s-h;\)ié hickname for
+he rest of the his)n‘r, and ?ro{)ably ontil T g0

off to collese.

HELLO

My naime is

_ Y,

After that, we ?laye& a game called “T Never

Told Ah}/ohe This Before,” where we had to tell

eVeryohe a secret. Mrs. Carr said the game would
he|\> us “bond” wH')n one ahoﬂ\er, but I 'H'u'hk 'H\e
REAL purpose was to let +he c)na\?erohes know

who the troublemakers were.

1L WAS, THE QNE WHO
SPRAYVANRAINTED FS\OBI&'IQ
%g%%ogétuoou A~
W [ ]

7N E
Tp IR
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M)f ‘H\eory was proven ria)n‘l' later on when Ted&y
Caldwell went down the hall o the bathroom and

a cha\)erohe trailed him.

SR

BOYS BATHROOM.

We Vlaye& a few more icebreakers, but hobo&y
could concentrate, because every five seconds one
of the cell phones in the electronics bag would
start buzzing or ringing. Then Mr. Tanher would
fish through the bag and 4ry to find the phone

‘H\d'f was rihsihs so }\e could S*w‘i’ it off.

s (( \\ o
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EVeh*h;aNy he Just gave up and locked the bag n

+he teachers’ |ouh3e.

A‘F‘l'er -Hwe games were over, we )nqd a fifteen-
minute rest break before our next activity. A

few of us had brous}ﬁ snacks, but there was a
strict no-shack \Dolicy, and we had to eat them

uhdercoVer.

The c\'\a\)erohes seemed to know EXACTLY who
Nad +he snacks, and -H'\ey confiscated about 95%
of ‘H\em. Mr. Fdrle)/ even fouh& m7/ cherry sour

balls, which were hidden in my \Dillowcqse.



We -Fiha”)l realized that a mole was ratting uvs out.
T+ was Justin S\)Hzer, and he was {)eihs Po\ic} off

with the snacks the adults collected.
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The only kid who still had junk food was Jeffrey
Chang, who had a huge bag of cheese puffs. T
think Jeffrey knew it was just o matter of time
before he was caught, so he locked himself in the
boys” bathroom and +ried to enjoy his snack. But
the adults figured out what was going oh, and

Jeffrey Pahicke& and got rid of the evidence.
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After our break we got back into the circle, and
Mrs. Dean told us we were gohha \7|a7/ a hew game
called “Guess Who?" Then she s?|i+ us up into ten
‘eams. I was on Team T’nree wiﬂ\ George ﬂeer,

Tysoh Sanders, and a few other kids.

T was Just slad T didn+ Nave 4o be on the same
team as Rowley, becavse that would Ve been +o+a||7/

uncomfortable.

Here‘s how the game worked: Each team had +o
90 into qhoﬂ\er room ah& take a \aic-h;re of one of
its members. But the picture Nad o be a close-uv,

like of an ear or a nose or a hand or same-ﬂwihs



like that. Then each team would bn’hs +heir
picture to the |i{>rary , and the other teams would

\'\o\Ve ‘o guess w"\o was in +\'\e Pic’rure.
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Then Mrs. Dean said the wihning team would

3e+ ice cream sah&wic’nes from 'H\e freezer in 'H'\e
cafeteria. T Nave 4o admit, it sounded like a fun
game. But w}xeh she )nah&eé ouvt +)ne cameras,
+here was ?rach’call)/ a riot, since it had been
almost two hours since any of us had access to any

kind of +ec}\ho|037l.

Then we found out -H\e)/ were those old-fashioned
instant cameras that deVeloP your pictures right
away, and everyone was a little &isa\)\)oih-fed,

because -H\ose kihds Joh’+ }\aVe a screen or an -H\ih .
yThing
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Our +eam went down +o ﬂ\e science |a{>, where we
could take our P}xo-fo in private. The first +¥u’h3
we }m& to do was fisure ouvt w)no wdas gohha be in

‘H\e \)ic-l'ure.

Georse Fleer said we should take a picture of his
{)e||7/ button. But evaryboéy ﬂ\oush‘l' +hat would
be +oo obvious because Georse has a serious outie )

and all the other groups would know EXACTLY

w)no it was.

We +ried +a,<ih3 Pic‘!’ures of different kids in our

9roup, but most of ‘H’\em were +oo obvious.

Nick7 Wood wanted -ﬂ\e \aic+ure 1o be of Hm ) but



he's +o+a||7/ covered in freckles and we couldn+
find a sihsle part of him that wouldnt be o dead

siVeawa?/.
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We +ook a picture of C}\ris+o?¥\er Brownfield’s
{)ack, but we caus)n‘l' one of ‘H\e Team Four kids

5\77'5“3 on us and we had o Pick someone else.

We took a bunch of ?ic+ures of Tysah Sahders,

but ‘I’}\e best one was of }\is bent arm.







You couldnt even ell what the picture was of, so

+¥m+’s +¥\e one we went wiﬂ\.

When all the teams got back +03e'1+\er in the
|i{)rar7/, we put our picture up on +he wall with
eVeryboJY else’s. And as soon as we saw the other

?ic‘h;res, we knew we were gohha win.




Some of the pictures were so easy +o i&eh-h\[y +hat

it was ac+ua||7' kind of Po\ﬂ\eﬁc.
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Th fact, dont even ask me what the ?eovle oh

Row|e7/’s team were +Hhkih3.

We were eager o 3e+ on wi-H\ ‘H\e suessihs \yar‘l'
of the game, since we knew hobody would be able o
‘Fisure out who was in our picture. But Mr. Tanner

Jus+ stood 'H\ere |oo‘<ih3 at our \Dho-fosra\)}\.




US4

-4
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Then Mr. Tanner said that he didn+t appreciate
Team ﬂ\ree)s "JUVehﬂe stunt’ and +¥\a+ we were

JESquaH-ﬁed from the competition.

We all looked at one another, trying to figure
out what the heck Mr. Tanner was +a|kih3 about.
But Mrs. Dean was mad, too. She said it was
comvle'h’_l)/ inappropriate to +ake a picture of

)« . ]
someone S ?os+eruor.

No one on m7' team knew w)no\‘l' "\Dos+erior“ meant,
but luckily we were in the |ibrar7, so we looked
it up in +he Jic‘h’ohary. And 7/ou'|| never believe
this, but it means “butt.” T fact, we found out
+hat there are about a million OTHER words for

“but+ ) " too.

HEE-HEE"HEE HEE!
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But the teachers were MAD. ’n\ey actually
thought we took a picture of Somebody’s butt, and
T guess if you held the picture at a certain angle,
you could see how a person could make a mistake

like +hat.

Mr. Tanner said he was gonha call our parents
and tell them to come take us home, and he said
+hat the kid whose butt was in the \Dic‘h;re was

gonhna be in REALLY bis +rouble.

T knew that if Mr. Tanner called my parents
at 11:00 ot hish-f, +)ne7 were hot gonna be

\-\o\\)\)y, and T could tell a lot of the other kids



on m7' +eam were ‘H\ihkihs ﬂ\e Same +)nih3. ‘ﬂ\eh
Georse Fleer made a run for it, whic}\ kind of \>u+

eVeryohe into a \Dahic.
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So the rest of us ranh, “oo.

T+ was eVer7I man for himself, and T ended vp
H&ihs a) +¥\e mMuSIC Toom wH')n Tysah Sanders. We
shut the lis\-rl's off so ho{)ody would come |oo’<ih3

for us there.




ST DJPlie=~""
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Tyson was really worried that the teachers were
gonna do a butt linewp to try and match the
picture fo the right kid. But T +old Tyson he
didn’t have anything to worry about, because he
pulls his pants all the way down when he uses the

urinal, so evaryohe a|rea&7/ krows what his butt

looks like.

Me and Tysah were in the music room for a |oh3
time, but we were fiha“y caug)n‘f {>7/ a couple of

teachers who used Justin S\)i+zer Yo sniff us out.

The c\-\a\)erohes brous}ﬁ us down to the |ibrar7,



where all the other Team Three members were

o\lready rounded vp-
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Well, everyohe except Chris+0\7¥\er Brownfield,
who for all T know is still H&ihs behind +he soda

mac}\ihe on +)ne second floor.

Tysah told Mr. Tanner that the picture was of
his arm. Luckily, there’s a mole near '\}ISoh’s elbow
+¥\a+ mo\‘l’c*\ed up wH'}\ ﬂ\e onhe N ‘H\e \)idure, or

I doh)'f 'Hnihk Mr. Tdhher wouH)Ve be|ieVe& )m'm.

After Mr. Tanner looked at the picture and
T)/soh’s arm o few more times, he said he had made
an ‘inhocent mistake” and that o\h7/ “reasonable

Persah“ would have done the same -H\ihs. T+



seemed like a \Dre-Hy lame a\)olosy to me, but T
was just sla& he wasnt still +a|kih3 about callihs

our \Dareh-fs.
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A‘F‘l'er -erl', -Hwe Pari'y games were over, o\h& -H\e
adults said it was time for us to turn in for the
night. T think everyone who went to the Lock-
Th was Plo\hhihs onh s+a>/ih3 up oll his}vf, but at
+his point T was glad o go to sleep if i+ meant

‘H\e hish‘l’ mis’n‘!’ ge {)7/ quicker.

T went 4o the auditorium 4o get info my sleeping
bag, which was ?arked right next to Jennifer
Houseman, who is actually not that bad-looking.
But the grown-ups said the girls needed to take
their stuff and move down the hall 4o the library
media room and the boys had +o stay in +he

du&i'forium.




T was )no?ihs T could get some rest, but a lot
of the 3u7/s started )norsihs arouhd, and it was

imPossible to s|ee\7.
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A+ one Poih‘l’ Georse Fleer started c"\o\sihs \Deov|e

around wi+)n )nis outie, whid\ was Pre++7 +errh[7/ih3.

See, this is the kind of H\ihs T cant stand about
boys m7' age. \f\ﬂ\eh it comes down o it, +¥\e7/’re

Just a bunch of wild animals.

When George started chasihs Peovle around, T
excused myself to g0 to the bathroom so T could

brush m7/ +ee+)n. ’ﬂ\e baﬂ\room IS ﬂ'\e back of



+he auditorium, and +he |i3¥\+s were off, so it was

req“)/ dark back there.
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T Keard this weird noise, and T got a li+te
freaked out for a second, because our school has a

?roblem wiﬂ\ rodents. But it turned out to Jus+ be

Fre3|e7f Playihs 57 himself in the ball pit.

BOYS

Around midnight Mr. Palmero, the school guidance
counselor, told eVeryohe to get into +heir sleepihs
bags and settle down. Then he said there was no
talking for the rest of the night and he didn+

want to hear a _peep out of ahyohe.

EVery once in a while, samebody would cut the



cheese, and that made Mr. Palmero reo\||7l mad

because he couldnt ﬁsure out who was Joihs it.
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Aﬁ'er w}\a-f )na\)?ehe& earlier wiﬂ'\ ﬂ\e \Did’ures,
T +hink the grown-ups were just rea||7/ sensitive

about ah7/+)nih3 havihs to do wi-ﬂ\ butts.

Mr. Palmero said +hat if ahyohe needed to "\Dass

sas," +¥\e7/ had +o g0 behind +he curtain on the

s+a3e to do it.

So then a lot of the boys started +akih3 turns



+e||ih3 Mr. Palmero +¥\e7/ needed to 90 behind the
curtain, and then +)ne7/‘<} make the most obnoxious

noises 7/ou can imasihe.
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That went on for a while, and it kind of reached
its Peak when David Rosehburs went down to the

music room and broue}ﬁ back a tuba.




I don+t know if i+ was a coincidence or not,
but n's}ﬁ about that time the heat went off in

the auvditorivm.
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Th fact, T think someone turned the air

conditioner on. All T know is that eVeryohe

s+a7/ed in their slee\)ihs bass after that.

After a while Mr. Palmero fell aslee\), but all +he
boys were still awake. Some guys were 5“7""‘3 +his
was like prison, and \DeoPle were +a|kih3 about

{)US'h'hs out of there and soihs home.

The ?roblem was that all the exits were \)a&|ocke&.




I guess we should’\/e known w}m+ we were 3e+h'h3

into when +\'\e7/ called this -H\ihs a “Lock-Tn.”
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Albert Sahc}y said he'd seen a movie where some
avy busted out of prison with a spoon, and a lot

of ?eovle got \are++7 excited about that idea.

But it turns out that was just a bunch of
. J
Hollywood balohey, because we got some spoohs

from the kitchen and we couldnt even make a

DENT in ‘H\e linoleum floor.

Y
Gb'{_" (3
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At about 1:30 in the morhing, someone hoticed
'ﬂas)nihs |i3¥\+s coming from outside, so we all went

+o +\'\e back of the auditorium to see w\'\a-f was

soihs on.

‘ﬂ\ere was a suy from ‘H‘\e tow truck comPahy,
and he was walkihs around Mr. Palmeros car,

w)nich was ?arked h a )nahclica\)\)e& S\Do+.

We tried to 3e+ -H\e +owih3 307/‘5 attention so )ne

could break us out of +)ne sd\ool.
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But the vy hever heard us, and he towed Mr.
Palmero’s car. T +)noush+ about wakihs Mr.
Palmero vp to tell Nim, but T fisure& we should

Just let Kim get Nis rest.

By +his time i+ was so cold in the auditorium +hat
us boys Packed ourselves +ose+\'\er like sar&ihes o

preserve bo&y \'\ea-h

W H\}ll\ |

SMVER




T fisure& it was \)robably hice and +oas+7/ in the
Ii{)rary media room, and T was serious|7/ -H\ihkihs

about going back there and Joining +he 35r|s.
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Bt T ﬁsurec} T4 3e+ caus}rf and T4 J'us+ be

back w\-\ere I started.

e

T think T probably fell asleep around 2:30. Then
at 3:00 there was a pounding on the back door
that woke everybody up. Mr. Palmero unlocked the
door, and there was a bunch of angry parents

S+ahc}ih3 outside.

)







A\)\Dareh+|7/, 'H\ey’& been trying to call their
kids to make sure eVeryH\ihg was OK,, but the
kids werent answering, because Mr. Tanher took
eVeryohe's cell phones. So then the parents called

one another and everyone got all in a panic.

To make a l°h3 s+or>/ short, the parents who
came to the school took their kids home with
them. And that left the oh|7 two kids who didn+

Nave their own cell P\wohes-’ me and Row|e7l. So

+hat was Pre-H?/ awkward.

Some-ﬂ'\ihs tells me this whole Lock-Tn idea was




Jus+ a sd\eme set vp {)7/ +)ne ?areh-fs and +eachers
to turn us kids off to boy-sirl \Jar'h'es. Ahd if

+hat's trve, then mission accom\alis)neé.
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Monday

T spent the weekend trying o recover from the
Lock-Th, since T got zero sleep on Friday night.
But T +hink the whole experience was just oo
much for my bo&y, because this morning when T

woke vp, I was sick.

|
MOAN.

b | l |
. 0 °

I admit I’Ve faked beihs sick before o 3e+ out

of going to school, but usuq“y Mom calls my bluff.

|1 GUES S WE'LL

%@R%@%@ TO THE
“BOCTORCAND GET
BLOOD WORK DONE.

RAV ST A7 7 A 9 9 2. >~
(S i e g
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But +o<}a7/ Mom ook my temperature, and T
guess it mustve been \)re++7 Hs}\, because s%e said

T needed +o s+a7l in bed.

She said she had o spend the day at the library
to study for her final test tonight and she wouldnt
be able to stay home to take care of me. Well, that
kind of stunk, because the only good thing about

beihs sick is havihs someone fuss over 7/ou.

(BT EToe
\_THIS CUP? w %
ol

{=

Mom said Tsabella was warkihs +o&a7/ and that if

there was an emersehcy, T could go to her. But



after Mom lef+, T locked my bedroom door because
T was afraid Tsabella mis\\-r +r7 Yo come into my

room ‘o take )ner nap.
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T mustve dozed off around nhooh, and when T
woke vp, there was a lot of commotion downstairs.

The TV was turned vp rea||7l loud, and T could

hear what sounded like a bunch of women +q|‘<ih3.

T looked out the window ) and there were a ton of

cars in the &n’Veway and on the street.

T didn*t know what was qoin oh, Sso T just
gohg J

s+d>/e& n my room. About a half hour later, Mom

?u”ed up in her car and went inside the house.

Five minutes after that, all these women streamed

out the door, ihclu&ihs Tsabella.




Mom walked U\)s+dirs to my room, and s)ne was

reqlly steamed.
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She sai& s}\e &eci&e& to come \'\ome early from +)ne
|i{)rar7/ to take care of me, and when she did, she

walked in on a Soap opera Viewing \)dt“f)’ with all

+¥\e maids from ‘I’}\e heis%bor)noo&.

VTS B TE SNAP

OUT OF MY AMNESIA!

Tohis}x’r Mom had another house meeting and
said that Tsabella’s services would “no |oh3er be

required" and that we were all going to Nave o




?Hc\'\ in around the house. T was hapvy +o hear
+¥\a+, because now T can s+op c}\eckihs m7/ bed for

?ah+7/ hose socks.
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iUCde;{

When T got to school today, Rowley was waiting
by my locker, and he had a huge smile on his face.
Then T noticed he had a big pimple right in the

middle of his forehead.

Mos+ Peoyle would have s+a7e& Nome from school
if -H\ey had a zit like that, but here's what

Rowley said—

P‘( "PIOMP SAYS
BECOMING

O=
(cB
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Well, +hat really irked me for some reason. But

+¥\a+ washt ‘H\e end of it.

Later on in the Jay T saw Rowley \-\ahsihs out
near 'H\e older kids' lockers. So I guess \'\e ﬂ\ihks
Jus+ because he 30+ a \Dimvle, he's \aar‘r of +heir

club now or Some‘ﬂ‘\ihs.

T +hink it's really \m-ﬂ-\e-h'c +hat Rowle/s +r7/ih3

to impress \DeoPIe with his s-h;‘)i& zit.

And believe me, T'm not Jealous or ah7/+)nih3.

But this is a kid who still slee\as with a \).’le of




stuffed animals every night, so it doesnt make
ahy sense that he would get his first Pim\)le

before T got MINE.
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T will say +he whole e\)iSOJe Nas got me ‘H\ihkihs.
TVe been wai-h'hs +o hit "7 srow-ﬂ'\ sPur+ or at
least start growing some facial hair, but +)m'h35

haVe been kih& of slow Soihs.

And row that Row|e7/‘s got a Pimvle, T'm kind of

ahxious to 3e+ ﬂ\ihas rnovihs a|oh3.

\A“\eh 1 30+ \'\ome from sc\\oo| +o&a7 ) i checke&

myseh[ in the mirror to see if amyﬂ\ihg seemed
Ji-ﬁereh'h But eVeryﬂ\ihs |oo’<ed ede‘H)/ +)ne Same

as i+ a|wa7/s does.




So after dinner T asked Mom and Dad when T

could expect ﬂ'\ihgs to start )na\)\?ehihs.
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But +¥\e7/ told me that when -H\ey were my age,
+¥\e7/ were WAY behind their classmates when it

came ‘o ﬂ-\is sort of ‘H\ihs.

BLOOMER!

%{ ANSWAS A g&%@rﬁq’? 30
LATE WAS I

Then Dad told me not to expect to get a lot of
facial hair even when T'm an adult, becauvse he's
a growh man and he oh|7l heeds to shave once or

twice a week.

Well, that was some REALLY bad news. Tn +his



counvtry +¥\e7/'re alwa?/s saying you can grow up and
be ahyﬂxihs you want, but now T realize that's

not +true.
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T can name at least half a dozen Jobs T can
never }mVe i I cant grow a beard or a mus-hxc\\e

or at least some decent stubble.

MAGICIAN PIRATE

AT

RRYTIST

To&ay was clay two of Rowley’s \)imvle, and he was
walkihs around with his hair ?qr+e& like a curtain

so eVeryohe coulc} 3e+ an eyefu| of "\is zit.

AN
<lar
C o



B8N ENad




T couldnt rea||7/ take another clo\7/ of this, and
T decided o do sameﬂ\iha about it. So T wrote a

note and handed i+ to him in the )na||wa7/.

BtariRonily,
Pl .
Bignad

The Gifinla,

And T'm }\q\)\ay o say my note did +he +rick.

O=
O=

But n's}vl' before lunchtime 50me+¥\ih3 +o+o\||7/ crazy

hq\)‘)ehed. Our class was }\ea&ihs to the cafeteria,



and when we walked ‘H\rous}\ the ’nallway where
+he older kids have their lockers, Jordan Jury was

s+ahdih3 +¥\ere wi+)n a few of Hs friends.
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Jordan s+0\7\7ec} us and said—

VOO IRVITED

TO MY PARTY!

T couldnt believe it. Like T said before, Jordan

Jur/s parties are LEGENDARY.

GrUG
GLUG

GLUG



N
R ZES



But the best +)nih3 about Jordan J_ury’s parties
is that there are GIRLS +here, which means his

parties are +o+a||7/ different from the kind T

u5ua||7/ aet invited to.

The point is, +his is a« REAL \mr+7/ were +a”<ih3
about, and not like the Lock-Tn, where there

were a million c)na\)erohes runhing +he show.

T Kave no idea w}\y Jordan Jury invited me and
Rowley to his \yar+7. T+ couldve been my math

book or Rowley’s zit or both.



But it was \Dre++7 clear that he ﬂ\ous\ﬁ' me and
Row|e7/ were friends and +¥\a+ ﬂ\e inVitation was a

?acko\se deal.
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And T didnt want 4o do ahy‘l’}'\ihg that m;3¥\+

c}mhse }\is mind.

|

T can Jefihi+e|7/ \are+eh& T'm friends with Rowley
for one hish-f if it means T get to ?'“}' "S\)ih
the Bottle” with a bunch of 35r|s who are a whole

srade ahead of me.

HT
Y%ﬁ:‘T’WEEN
YOU TWO!

TEREACE
AVE
BOMHKISS
BOTH OF vs!

77N\
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ibursday

You'll never believe this, but Mom's not le‘Hihs me

go to Jordan Jury's party.

And it's not because it's a boy-girl \mr+7 or because
a bunch of older kids are gonha be there. T+'s

because Uncle Gary’s WEDDING is this weekend.

This has got to be some kind of world record for
bad timing. T begged Mom o let me stay home
and go to the party, but she wouldnt budge,
even after T promised T4 go to Uncle Gary's

NEXT we&Jihs.



Mom said T cant ski\a it, because T'm in the

wecHihs ?dl"‘l’7/ and T cant let Uncle Gary down.
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The ‘H\ihs is, TVve been in Uncle Garyjs wecHihS

?ar+7/ eVery sihsle time, and L Il +ell you exac+l7/

how THAT’S gonna go.

Uncle Go\ry’s gonha ask me to be a “reader.” Adults
always \Dick a kid to read same-ﬂ\ihs from the Old
Tes+ameh+ at wecHihss because eVeryohe +hinks it's

cute wheh -Hwe k.& cant prohounce +)ne names.

SNAND THEN

E%EK L AlgyTO
R ZEDY-
.?%EKI“S’*—...WA?

“MOW
%\Kq‘é%\\ef




T knew Mom wasnt gonha c)nahse her mind, so T
didnt spend a lot of ime trying fo fight it. T

Just went vp to my room and called Rowley.
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T +old Rowley T couldnt go to +he \mr+7/ so
he couldnt rea||7/ 90, either. T exvlm’hec} +hat i+
wouldnt be fair for him o 9o while T was stuck

at my uncle’s wecHihs.

But Rowley said he's Prac-h‘call)/ a grown-up how
and ‘\e cah make Hs OWN decisiohs, so he)s soihs

o 'Hwe qu+7/ ho matter w}m-f.

T 30+ so mad that T \'\uhs up +he \Dhohe. Now
do you see what T mean about Row|e7? That's
Just the kind of selfish move that makes me 3|a&

we arent friends anymore.

Sa+urdq¥

Yes+er&a7/ my ﬁmily Pile& into the car and drove



down to Gammie’s for Uncle Garyjs we&&ihs. I was
na really bad mood because of the whole \)qr-l')/

‘H\ihs, and becauvse of same+)r\ih3 else, too.

181



T remembered that T'm SUWosed to get “the

Talk™ from Gammie this weekend, and T am

sen’ously not in the mood for a lecture ris}\-f now.

The last lecture T got was from Dad’s brother
Uncle Joe, who told me that since T'm in middle

school T need o start +Hhkih3 about my “future.”

Uncle Joe drew vp a chart that showed me
eVery-H\.'hs T need to do between now and the end
of high school o increase my chances of getting
into a good college and landing a job after that.
So bas.’cally Dad and Uncle Joe have the next ten

years of my life \alahhec} out for me.



Ahyway, T was +)nihkih3 about all this, but then

sameﬂ'\ihs }\a\)\)ehed -H\a-l' sha\)\)e& me out of my

bad mood.
182



Mom called Gammie +o tell her we were runhing
a little late because we had +o stop to ?ick up

m7l +uxedo.

THAT 30‘!’ m7' attention. I'Ve never }md ‘o wear
a tuxedo for any of Uncle Gary's other weddings,

and that could oh|7l meanh ohe +)nih3-‘ T'm one of

+he GROOMSMEN.

ﬂ\e his}ﬁ before 'H\e we&dihs ) 'H\e groomsmen
+hrow the vy who's getting married a rea||7/ wild
Par+7. TVe seen ehous)n cable TV 1o know that's

sameﬂ\ihs T &efihi-fely want to be a part of.
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T ac+ua||7/ fel+ a little bad for Rodrick, because
+¥\a+ meant \'\e 30+ Po\sseé over. But I fisure I
could take some pictures of the Par+7/ so he could

see eVer7/+Hh3 he missed.

Mos+|7, 'H\ous\'\, T felt \'\d\)\))/, because while
Row|e7/’s at some lame middle school Par+7/, Tm
gonhna be ri&ihs in a limo dhd )ndvihs 'ﬂ\e time of m7/

life. So well see who's a “man” after +his weekend.

And as a bonus, at the wed&ihs T be \)dire& vp
with one of the bridesmaids. T'm J'us+ cross.'hs my

‘Fihsers +hat Sohja Nas some cute friends.




On the way to Gammie’s house, Mom made me
promise that T wouldnt wipe away my relatives’

kisses, because s’ne says its “rude.”
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But T cant really hel\j 4. When some aunt or
cousin gives me a wet kiss on my cheek, T start
‘H\ihkihs about the bacteria mu|+i\7|7/ih3 on my face,
and T get all +wi+c}\>/. The last time we went to
Gammies, T brous}x’r some of those antibacterial

wipes with me to take care of the Problem.

But T Promised Mom T wouldnt wipe any kisses
this time around. And T shouldnt have even

done that, because the first person to greet us
was Auvnt Doro-ﬂw)/, who always kisses me full on

+he li\as.







As soon as T was out of Mom's sish-f, ‘H\ous}\, T
went s+rai3)n+ for the first H\ihs T could find to

wi?e m7/ face.

Most of +he fqm’ly was alrea&y at Gammie's house
{)7/ the time we got there. T+ would take me
forever to describe every single person who was

there, so T'll Just stick with the Hs’nlis}ﬁs.

M)f cousin Beh\jy was there with his parents, Avnt
Patricia and Uncle Tohy. The last +ime T saw

Ben Y. Ke could oh|7’ say two things—
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Beth can s?eak in full sentences now, and his
?areh‘rs sa7' )ne’s readihs c)na\rl'er books. But I
wouldnt be brassihs if my son could read and still

washt \ao++7/ +rained.

Great Uncle Arthur was in the den, sitting in
the recliner in front of the TV. T dont think
TVe ever had an actual conversation with Great
Uncle Arthur, because all he does is grunt and
make these random sounds. He s+a7e& with us one
ﬂahkSsivihs weekehd, and it was like that the

whole time.







T cant el if he's +r7/ih3 to communicate or what,

but eVer7/ once in a while T resvohd, Just in case.

: QMO .NO
RRUP? C K YOU.

Great Auh+ Reba was +¥\ere, +oo, whic}x kind of

5ur\7n'se& me.

A few 7/ears ago Gammie invited evaryohe ‘o }\er
house on Christmas, but she dcci&eh'ha“y forgot
to send an invitation to Great Auh+ Reba. S)ne
showed up ahyway, but she refused to take off
her coat, and she Just sat there in the Iivins

room, makihs us all feel 3ui|+7.
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Dad’s second cousin Terrehce was ﬂ'\ere, and +)ne
oh|7/ reason L mention him is because evaryohe

o\|wa7/s says T look EXACTLY like he did when

he was my age, which is really de\)ressihg.

Th fact, when T first heard that, T looked
+¥\rou3’n Gammie’s \D)no+o album 4o see if it was

+rve. And uhfor+uha+e|7/, "+ was.




189



So I guess I’J better start savihs vp m7/ mohey

for \alas-Hc surgery.

Dad’s cousin B}/roh was +¥\ere, and I wash+ +oo
excited to see him, either. At the last -farm'ly
revhion, Gammie sent B}/roh ot to get milk and
T rode with him. But he hit o ?o+¥\o|e and got a

flat tire about half a mile from the house.

| T

B}/roh told me +o 9o 4o +he house and 3e+ "\el\:,

and on "'7 wa)/ back i+ started raihihs. \hn'\eh I




walked +¥\rou3)n the front door, all the ladies in
the kitchen started 7’&||ih3 at me for tracking

mud on +)ne floor.
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They told me to take my shoes off and put them
in_the mudroom, which T did. But all that yelling
mustve rattled me, becavse T forgot all about

Byrons flat tire. And when he came back to the

house a half hour later, he wasn+ +oo %a\avy.




Uncle Charlie was there, and T was reo\lly Slac} +o
see him because he’s o\|wa7's got his \Docke'l's stuffed

wiﬂ\ cahdy for us kids.
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But T didnt a|wa7/s like Uncle Charlie, because he
used to tease me when T was little. T used 4o have
+his Po\ir of red footie \anamas, and eVery +ime

Uncle Charlie saw me, he'd say +he same +¥\ih3—-

RED!

)

@a@wmg,

For some reason it really 30+ uh&er my skin. I
told Mom how T fel+, and she ook me +o the

store to get some hew pajamas, which were blue.

So the next time T saw Uncle Charlie, T knew T

ha& \'\im beat. ?
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But i+ oh|7/ took him about three seconds o give

me a NEW nickname.

%%\P ,FS% Lué?

The oh|7l person who DIDN’T show vp to Gammie's
was Uncle Lawrence, but that wasn+t rea||7 a bis
surprise. Uncle Lawrence is a|wa7/s +raVe|ih3, and
he almost never comes +o family gatherings. But

sometimes }\e makes an appearance b)/ we{)cam, like

he did at Great Grahd?a Chester’s funeral.




we ]l 88




The last \Deovle to arrive were Uncle Gary and his
fiancee, Soh\ja. She seemed nice ehous}x, and T
guess +¥\e7/’re \are++7/ crazy about each other from

‘H\e way +¥\e7/ were o\c-h'hs.

Uhfor+uhq+e|7/ , T had +o sit ris\'rf next to them

at the dinner table and find out firsthand.

Dad told us on the way down that SohJ'a was kind
of sensitive about the fact that Uncle Gary was

married before, so we shouldnt brihs it up.

A\)\)areh-ﬂy, Soth told Uncle Gary +hat he was



gohha Nave o get the tattoo on his lef+ arm

removed because it had his last wife’s name on it.
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Bt T guess it costs a lot of mohey to get a
+attoo removed, so Uncle Gary Just added some

extra words instead.

ARNONOT |
CEVEWITH

Lyzlia v |
4 \
/
N\
ANYPAORE
\







At least Sonja didnt make Uncle Gary change the
tattoo on his OTHER arm. That's the one he got
after he ate the three-pound Monstrilla Burger
at Dan’s Diner in one sitting. And you have +o

o\dmi’r, +¥\a+’s Pre‘H}/ im?ressiVe.

Like T said, Just about eVeryohe in the -farm'|7/
showe& vp, and even -ﬂ\ous\\ Gammie \'\as a bis

Nouse, some ?eople Nad o share a room.

Whenever we s+a7 at Gammies, T always get



srouped with the \)eov|e Gammie calls “the
Bachelors,” which means every male who's not
)4

married 7/e+.
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SN o
TAA

GRS THEBACHELORS =

s Ay

This is not a group T'm real eager to share a
room with, ESPECIALLY since there are ohly

two beds in Gammie’s 3ue5+ room. ’ﬂm‘f means some
of us have +o double vp and the rest have +o slee?

on the floor.

ANV OUR
1~ ARE
COLD!

e )
Taf el /Illllnuuﬂnnnﬂll
. - ////
L __J—#
/[ [/




————
.
.
Sy,
-
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Uncle John used to be one of the Bachelors,
but e got married last spring. Tm starting o
wonder if rna?/{)e he got married Just so he wouldn+

have +o slee\) in there with the rest of us.

T+ was hard -fallihs aslee\) with all those \Deo?le
Shorihs away in +\-\e Same room wi+)n me, So
eVeh+ua||7/ T Pickec} up_my stuff and looked for

somewhere else to speh& +he his}ﬁ.

RiCK T,
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The oh|7/ ?lace T could find was the bathroom

hext to Gammie’s room, so 1 put my blanket and

?.'How in the +ub and made myseh[ a bed. T+ wasn+

comfortable, but at least T had some PriVacy.

Lucka'l)/, w\'\eh Gammie came in 'H'\is morhihs for \'\er

bd-ﬂ'\, T woke up in the nick of time.

EHERE!
@rﬁml I HERE!!

o

Co 1/ ]
_;g |Il ‘%BTFE_I

After +hat near disas+er, T was up for the Jay.

And it was a really long day, ‘oo, because the
) "3 4%y

rehearsal dinner wasnt ontil 7:00 at his\-rl'.




But at least T knew T had the Pari'y with the

groomsmen to look forward to after +}\a+.
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The ?roblem with these -Family saﬂ\erihss is that
+¥\e7/‘re not rea“y seareé toward kids. So if you
dont like to drink tea and gossip with the ladies,

you're sort of out of luck.

And eVeryﬂwihs in Gammie’s house is oH-‘)erSoh
stuff, so there’s nothing for a kid to entertain
himself with. T complained +o Mom a few years
ago, and she bought some Legos to keep at
Gammie’s house. But Gammie glued them together
in ohe big block because she didn't like the litHe

pieces all over the \)lace.




N
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Besides that, there’s not a whole lot for a kid
fo enjoy at Gamie’s. She DOES have some hard
candy in a jar on her mantel, and last year T
had a few pieces. But the candy tasted AWFUL.

T+ was really c}xewy, like bubble gum.

T ended vp getting rea”y sick and had o lie

down on +¥\e couc}x for a few hours.




oy 8

T+ turns out the cahdy in that Jaris REALLY

old.
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Tn fact, Dad said that same cah&y was there

when HE was a little kid. And he even found a

picture in Gammie's \a)no-fo album to prove it.

LLLLLLAL

W Bedusent

S\Deakihs of pictures, Gammie req||7/ heeds to U\:Ja-h’.
the ones she’s got on her mantel. She has a \D)no‘l'o
of every sih3|e person in +he fnm.‘ly, and the one

of me and Rodrick is from when we went 4o Santa’s

Villaae about eis\'ﬁ' years ago.

I kee\) meahihs to -H'\row -H'm-i' Pic-h;re awa?/ w\\eh



ho ohe's lookih@, becavse that's Just +he kind of
-H\ihs +hat'll crop vp when -H-\e)/ do my celebri-fy

{)iosra\ﬂ\)/ later on.
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All the furniture in Gammie’s house is old, too,
and awareh-ﬂy "+'s really valuable. T'm sure there’s
gonhha be a bis -Fis}ﬁ over who gets what once
Gammie passes_away. Tn fact, Peo\ale have alrea&y
started putting s+ick7 hotes oh the furniture to

3e+ a heq& start.







T +hink that's ?re‘Hy &isresvec‘h[d to Gammie.
But I admit ‘H\ere are one or two items lﬂm

\wo?ihs to snag for myself.

Suhdd¥

During the we&dihs rehearsal last h-'s}ﬁ, L. ke\ﬁ
-H\ihkihs Uncle Gary was gonhha take me aside and
tell me where the bachelor Par’ry was gohna be,

but i+ didnt }\d\)i‘)eh.

Then T looked at +he wecHihs program and saw

m7l name at ‘H\e bottom.

Ring " BearstFlower Boy........ Manny Heffley



ASSTANT Flower BOY 15 .......... Greg Heffley

Piease,'wd flesdephotogtaphy in the church.
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T tried to get out of it and turn my assistant
flower 507/ duties over o Beh\jy, but Mom said
\'\e was a reader ‘I’}\is year, and besides, me and

Mahhy had ma+c\-\ih3 white tuxedos.

So while Rowley was having a blast at Jordan
Jury's party, T was holding a basket fled
with rose petals for Manny. And T noticed
Rodrick was taking a bunch of pictures, so T4
be surprised if he hasn't already uvploaded them

{)7/ how.




A‘F‘i'er 'H\e we&&ihs ceremohy , we went into 'H\e

Rall where the food was beihs served.
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But before we started eating, Uncle Gary)s best

man, Leoharc}, stood up and gave a ‘oas+t.

. »
£
>
'~ s -
. [ .
iy ‘. e
—— P
——

e}

Leonard said he had a really fuhhy story about
Uncle Gary and Sonja from when +)ne7/ were dating
and he wanted to share it with everyone. He said
+hat a couple of months ago, Uncle Gary +ook
Sonja to a baseball game, and he was planning on
breaking up with her because he wanted to start

&a+ih3 Ker sister instead.

But before Uncle Gary could have the breakuv
talk with SohJa, a \7|o\he flew across the sky with

a banner behind it.

MARDw aaF SONTA?



206



Leonard said +¥\ere mustVe been some OTHER 3u7/
in the stadivm with a sir”riehé named Soh\ja. But
Uncle Go\ry’s SohJa reacted before he had a chance

to say ahyﬂxihs.

Leonard said Uncle Gary wanted to explain that

it was all just a misunderstanding, but he was too
afraid that the guys in the seats around them
might beat him uvp if he let Sonja down. So Uncle
Gary decided to go along with it. At first T
thought Leohard's story was just a Jjoke, but Uncle

Gary washt exac‘Hy Jumping out of his chair o sa7'

it wasnt true. @ﬂ -
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Ahyway, T have a feehhs we Il be back next 7/ear

for Uncle Gary's FIFTH wedding.

After the reception, our family went back +to
Gammie’s house to get changed. T was gathering
up my stuff when Dad walked into the room and
said Gammie wanted to talk to me. At first T
couldn’t figure out why Gammie wanted to speak to
me in private, but then T realized T was about +o

get “the Talk.”

When T walked down the }mllway to Gammies
sitting room, T was a little nervous, but T was
also kind of excited. Gammie's been around +he
block about a million times, and T figured she’s got
a lot of wisdom stored vp- And 4o be honest with

you, 'H\ese days I could reqlly use Ssome.

en
o g

L]

= 0 e ™




208



T walked in and shut the door behind me. Gammie

was sitting in a -Fahcy chair, so T sat across from

her. Once T got settled, Gammie started +a|kih3.

Gammie told me that most kids my age are n a
,Dis rush o grow up but that if T was Smar+,

T4 P.hJoy the ride while it lasts.

@)

2|

=

Now, TVe heard this same sPeec)n from Mom
and Dad about a billion +imes, so T was kind of

disa\avoih-fe& 57/ where this was all heqdihs.

But Gammie wasn+ -(ihished. S)ne said I was
se'H'ihs rea&y ‘o enter "'H'\e Awkwqu Years” qh&

+hat my |i\>s were gohha get all ?ugy and my skin



was gonna aet bad and my head was aonna look
9 9 Y 9

oo {)is for my/ boc}y unil my Juhior or senior year

of \\is)n SC)nooL
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Then she said T shouldn't let anyone take my

picture for the next few years, becavse T4 regret
it if T did. She told me she gave the same advice
to people like Dad and Uncle Gary and Uncle Joe,

but ﬂ\ey didnt listen to her.

)

AN

URELE LE
GARY OE DAD

But Gammie STILL wasnt done. She told me that
getting older is no walk in the park and that

3e+‘h'h3 to be her age REALLY stinks.

T‘\eh S}\e s+qr+e& 'halkihs about “)nemorr"\oi&s“ ah&

“shingles” and a bunch of other stuff T'd never



heard of before. T guess she could tell T was
confused, so she started rollihs down a sock o

show me what she was +a||<ih3 about.
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That's when T excused mysehf and quickly left the
room. L'm 3|ad T got out of there before Gammie

decided +o take off ahy more clothes.

A Ralf hour later we chked vp our 'H\ihss , 9ot
n -H\e car, and \'\ea&e& home. I was Jus+ )nqﬂay
+he weekend was over. T love my relatives and

all, but 'H'\ere’s oh|7/ so muc}\ -Family +ose+}\erhess

I can +ake.
. ( SPOOPY
D %IA! %Eig HERE!

O+

Mohda?[

T+ was a dras going back to school +ocla7/,



because i+ seemed like eVeryohe went to Jordan
Jurfs Par’ry, and of course that was all anyone

wanted to talk about.
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Wa”(ihs +)nrou3)n +he older kids’ )nallway was

the WORST.

Tm ac+ua||7/ kind of slad T didnt go. T found

out the reason Jordan invited kids in my grade

was Yo basica“y use them as servants.

CNAINAWE AT
FERSTABIP OUR )/ JNG/BYT YOU
FEET IN? CAN GO GET US
SOME MORE

SODAS! LAR

o
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Tohis}x’r on +\-\e news +¥\e7/ ahhounced -H\e
winher of the Pead\)/ Breeze Kid contest, and
uhfor-fuha-l'ely T didn4 get ?icked. But T do

know the kid who DID.

T+ was Sco‘H’7/ Douslas, who lives ris}vf down the
street. Dont ask me w\'\y -H'\ey \aicke& Nim, because

he couldh"f even 3e+ 'H'\e slosah ris)n'f n +}\e qu&i'h'oh.

HY
I 7E
IS WILLY

But the \Deo?Ie ot Peqc\\y Breeze shouldVve done
+heir research, because if 'H\ey saw Sco-H?/'s older

brother ) 'H'\e)/ misH"Ve ﬂ\ous)n'f twice.
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Last night Mom said now that her first semester
of school is over, she’s going to put her academic
career “on hold” for a while and spend more time
with the family. T cant tell you how ha\)\)y T

was to hear that. Tm glad things wil finally be

aetting back +o normal around here.

TO
HAVE YOU [T
BACK!

Th fact, that's been the whole \aroblem +his year.
There’s been a lot of chqhse all of a sudden, and

ol reqlly liked -H\ihss the way -H\ey were BEFORE.

Peo?Ie like Dad and Uncle Joe have been getting



on my case to0 act more reS\)ohsible and start
3e+‘h'h3 serious about m7' future. But the truth 1S,

T +hink T'm more of an Uncle Gary kind of vy
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I guess lﬂm Jus+ hot in a bis rus)n ‘o grow up

rish‘l' now. Ahd after Gammie s}xowed me wha‘l"s n
store over +¥\e next few years, I ﬂ\ihk I'm gohha

take her advice and }mhs on as |oh3 as T can.

iUCde;{

S\Deakihs of ‘H\ihss getting back to normal, T
decided it was time for me and Rowley to put
+he past couyle of months behind us and aet our

frieh&s\m‘\) back on track.



Me and him have a rea||>/ |oh3 Hs+or7l +03e+\~\er,

and ‘H\ere's no Poih‘f n ‘H\rowihs +\-\a+ away over

someﬂ\iha dumb.
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Ahc} to be ’nohes-l' wi‘H\ 7/ou, I cant even

remember wha‘r we were fish‘h’hs about.

So after school +ocia7/ T went vp to Row|e7/’s
house to see if he wanted to }mhs out. He was So

\-\o\?\))/ to see me that it was kind of embarrassihs.

Row|e7/ asked me if we'd be “best friends forever,”
and he gave me half of +his ma+c\\ih3 locke+ he's

o\lways tried o get me to wear.

/ BE}SST
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T +told him T wasnt gonna wear the locket,
because it's meant for sirls. But really, it's that
“forever” word that makes me nervous. T 4old him
may’oe we could Just take it one month at a time,

and )ne seemed \jre++7/ satisfied wi+)n +)na+.

I,” Sd)/ ohe ﬂ\ihs, ‘Hnous’n. Rowley mustVe grown
a full inch and a half since the summer, so who

KNOWS "\ow +all 'H\is kid is gonna be.

I 'Fisure its a sood ided for me to stick wiﬂ\ )m'm,
ot least until we aet to \'\ish school. Because if he
kee\)s growing at this rate, Rowle/s gonha be a

300& person to haVe at m7/ si&e.

ROVAIEY....
’ﬁﬁf@ﬂvm

YYOU

S0 ING
SOMETHING,
FELLAS?
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“I Greg Heffley has always

*'| been in a hurry to grow up.
But is getting older really all
it's cracked up to be?

Greg suddenly finds himself
dealing with the pressures
of boy-girl parties, increased
responsibilities, and even
the awkward changes that
come with getting older—
all without his best friend, Rowley, at his side. Can Greg make it
through on his own? Or will he have to face the *ugly truth”?

READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES—
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,

and #1 New York Times bestsellers:

* “Pitch-perfect details
in both writing and art.”

—Publishers Weekly, starred review
— _aamm oA
Wimpy Kid is “One of the most successful

et a "
Diary of |d domination. children’s series ever published.”

bent on wor
_Time magazine —Washington Post

“If your kids like to read ...
and especially if they don't like
to read, this is the book for them.”

—Whoopi Goldberg, The View

wwwwimpykid.com
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