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NOVEMBER
Sa+ur&a?r
Most ?eoF'le look forward +o the *\olidu)es , but the
S'h's‘rc}\ between “ﬂ\uhk:aiﬁha nhd C!‘-r.’ﬁms J"ﬁ
makes me a nervous wreck. Tf you make a mistake
in the first+ eleven months of "r{;e ?w,o.n i+s no f:-.'s
deal. But if r‘ou do somr_'l'}siha wrong &un’ha +he

ho!idnf seasoh, you're gonna pay for it.

MAYBE YOU WOULDVE
GOTTEN MORE
PRESENTS IF YOU
HADNT PINCHED YOUR
BROTHER LAST WEEK!

I‘f’s +oo much pressure 4o be on your best behavior
for a whole month. The most T can reali?' handle
iS Six or Seven Jn?xs in a row. So if they moved
ﬂahkssivihs 1o the week before Christmas, it
would be fine b?e me.



Kids whose families don+ celebrate Christmas
are |uck?' because ‘H‘-c}( dont have to stress out
whenever 'H'me?' do sum‘l‘lnihs wrohg at this time
of Yeo.r- Th fact, T have a few friends in that
cq+esor)' who T think act a little extra \jarl:;,r

GFDUHJ how JUS"' I)EUIUSE 'H‘\Ey cah.

The +ln.'n3 that REALLY makes me nervous is this
wholt. Santa issue. T"\e fact +}m+ he can see ?(ou
when .)(ou're sleePihS and knows when ?'ou'r‘e awake
rr.u"y creeps me out. So I"ie started waarihs
sweatpants +o bed because T rao.llf don't need
Santa seeing me in my underwear.




T onot r‘en|17 convinced that Santa has the time 4o
keeP an eye on you +weh+?'v1four hours a clq)r ahyway.
T figure he can only check in on each kid once or
twice a )rcqr for a few seconds—and with my luck,
that hn?Pehs at the most Ernbnrr'nsths moments.

IF Santa rea"y DOES see e.‘!ie.r)"ﬂ'\ihs ?!ou da,
+hen I could be in +rouvble. So wher\ I write him,
I dont sa w}\d'}‘ I want for Chrﬁs-fms and all
+ha+. I use my letters o Paih'l‘ mys:l-F in 'ﬂ'\e best
Possil:ie Is's]'\-h

Dear Sonta,

T did o+ throw a crob CIIDPle
at Mrs. Tavlor's cat, even
though it mightve looked
+hat woy from a distance.

SEncerebr,

Greg Ty




Then there’s this “Navahty or Nice” list they're
gy /

o.lwnys +a.|kih3 about. You hear about i+, but

you never dt‘.‘fua“}( get to SEE i+, so its up to

grown-ups o +ell you where you stand at any

given moment. And something about that just

doesn't seem righ‘!’.

IF YOU HELP ME WITH THESE
GROCERIES, ILL BET IT
WILL BE JUST ENOUGH TO
] MAKE SANTAS "NICE" LIST!

T kind of wonder how accurate the list really is
anyway. There’s a kid named Jared Pyle who lives
vp the street from me, and if there's ANYONE
who deserves +o be on the "Nqus}\‘t'?‘" lis+,

its him. But last year he got a dirt bike for
Christmas, so dont even ask me WHAT Santa was
ﬂ'ﬁhkfha on THAT one.



2t ]

T+'s rot Just Santa Tve got to Warr/y about,
either. Last year when Mom was going ﬂ-\rough
some old boxes, she found a homemade doll from

her childhood.

Mom said the doll is called “Santas Scout” and
+hat his Job is 4o watch how kids behave and then
report back +o Santa at the North Pole.




Well, T'm not a fan of that idea. First of all, T
+think 7ou have a n'sh-l' to Privacy in 7our owh home.
And second, Santa’s Scout gives me the willies.

M\

T dont really I:my +he idea that this doll is
{eediha, Santa Jh\forma‘h'oh, but Jus-l' in case, I.
'!17 to be extra 300& whenever Tm in the same
room as Santas Scout.




But it ?r‘abqbly doesnt matter a.hywny, because
y older brother, Rodrick, is cohs+ah+lf feeding
Santa’s Scout bad information about me.

E\fer)ﬂ morhing when T wake up, Santas Scout is in
a4 hew quce, which T guess is st;??ascd to prove that
l-\e 'l‘r'd.\feh& +o -ﬂ-\e Nor"ﬂ'\ Po‘a c\"en'is"ﬂ‘. But I‘m
s-!'ar"l'ihﬂ +o wonder if s r‘e.n“)/ Redrick who moves him.




Sunda

w»«e took all our Christmas decorations out
of +he storage room in the basement. We have
boxes full of ornaments, and some of them are
pre old. 'ﬂ\ere’s one with a ?ir.‘l'ure of me and
Rodrick taking a bath in the sink thats reaH?(

:mbar‘ro_ssihs, but Mom won+t let+ me throw it out.

P S
® L
“tesacan”®

We put vp the tree in the living room and started
hanging ornaments on it. M}x little brother,
Mahh?r, Was +n1:ih3 a nhap upstairs, and when he
woke up and found out we were Jecorn-hhs -1']h.e
tree without him, he had a +otal meltdown.



'ﬂwe reason T"'llarm?f Wwas So u?sc+ was because

someohe hms, his favorite ornament, +his cand
cane he reall?' likes. So Mom ook it off the tree
and handed i+ +o Mnh'n;{ to }mhs vp Kimself.

SESMNIFF?

But Muhh}e wanted his ornament to be the
FIRST one on the tree, so that meant we had
+o take all the decorations down, Just so he could
get his Wes



And that's Jusﬁ' the kind of ﬂ\i‘nﬁ +hat ’anPehs
in my house every siha,ie &o.?(.

Mom hasnt started 4o use the threat of Santa
as a way of getting Muhh}r +o behave, but T'm
sure she will soon. T dont think it's such a saoé
s-i'r‘o.'i'esy for kee?ihs us in line, ﬂ'\aush. Because
'H\E second Christmas is over, Mom doesnt ho.va
a.h}( real Le\'ara.se.

WELL! THE EASTER
BUNNY IS GOING TO BE
VERY DISAPPOINTED
IN YOU BOYS!

&) D



Monda

RFSH‘ before 'ﬂ\ahkssiv;hs BFEd.k; there was a
contest at school to see who could come up with
the best ah‘l‘i—ﬁuli;/ihs sloaah, and the Srahd prize
was d Fizu ?nr‘i}( for the wfhhhs team.

DR Only YOU
Zm& . can STOP
A BULLYING!

-g}h Form a team of up tofive people and
come up with the best anti-bullying
slogan. The winning teamwill get a
PIZZA PARTY in the cafeterial
Let's make bullying extinet!

E‘f:r?‘one wahted that pizza ?nr-r;;, and people
&F&hp'l' care WHAT -ﬂwe}( }w& ‘o do +o win it. Two
groups of 3ir|s in my 51*&&?. came up with 5|53nhs
that were really similar, and each group accused
+he other one of stealing their idea.




The whole situation spuh out of control, and
e\reh-lwﬂy the vice ?rfhciii;-a] had 4o step in to stop
it from turhing into a full-scale riot.

QOur school only has one leai‘\‘im‘i’c 5u||y this year
nh}#wny‘, and {is name is Pennis Root. And with
all the sighs and posters evezwhere, Tm ?reH‘?(

sure the message is SE-H'EHS rous}x +o him.

J;BULLDOZE%Q,BULLYING

EEE :H_:J]EIL:J




The d'a), before Thanksgiving there was a big
ah‘]’:’-—bunyihs u.ss:mH?', and everyohe in the
auditorium was lonkihs at Dennis +he whole time.
I kind of fel+ SOTT)/ for him, so I tried to make
him feel better.

Even though Dennis is the only real bully in our
school +his ?‘E’.dt', we had a BUNCH of +hem
LAST ;,'enr. Peo?le were cohs+uh+1'y 3&'Hfh3 ?ic}:e&
on at recess, so H‘\e teachers set up a station on
the P'Ie.?(srauhd where kids could press a button if
-H'\e?f needed +o geta Srawh-u?‘s attention.

TELL-A-TEACHER
STATION




Well, +he Tell-a-Teacher station Just ended up
beihs 4 convenient ?hce for the bullies o ha.ha,
out and find their next victims.

The teachers say TEASING counts as 5ul1yih5,
+oo, but I dont think -ﬂ\ere‘s nh?! wu}( ’rhe;,"r‘e
gonna put a stop to THAT. Kids are qlwu.ys
calling each other names and that kind of *H‘\ihs
at my school. Th fact, one of the reasons T +r‘?r
+o S‘I'a.y uhder ‘H‘ue radar is because I dohti' wahnt
to end vp getting stuck with a nickname like
Cod;{ Johnson did.

'Ih kih&er’snr‘r:h Co&y S'h:??e& in _some doa poop
at recess, and ever since then ?ea?le have called

him “Dookie.”



And Tm not Just 'l'alths about the kids, either.
Tm +qik|'h3 about the teachers and even the
PRINCIPAL.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
DOOKIE JOHNSON FOR
GETTING STRAIGHT A'S IN
THE THIRD QUARTER!

T +ell you thist T T ever get a nickname like
Dookie, Tl move to a different +own.



But what would ?robnbl}e \-\a.??e.h is that someone
from OLD St:hod would move +o hew town

and the whole +Hhs would Just start back vp again.

ﬂ\e -I'eaclners alwnys su?' +'nq+ wrhe.h J)mu.a'rf: Se'H'ihs
Ficked on, you should 4ell an adult. T think that's
4 sood idea, but it didnt work out so well when T
was 3&Hih3 bullied.

There was this kid who lived in +he heiglhborhoocl

next o mine, and for some reason everyone called

Hm "Nu.s-l'y Pants.”




E-‘-"U}' time me uh& my -Fr‘iehd Rowie?' weht
‘fhrous"& ani-y Pants's hai&l:\l:orhoo&, he chased us

with a stick.

o= N = ‘EM

oill

'ﬂ\e +hin5 +!nd.+ rea“r stunk was ‘ﬂ'\n‘r me and
Rawle)f used the woods in that neszmr’nno& a5 a
shorteut o get 1o school. So we started hqving
to go out of our wny +o avoid getting harassed b}(
'i\'lds-ly Pants.




We did EXACTLY what the teachers are alwd.};s
‘l‘eliihs us 1o do, and comvlnih::l to the vice
Prihci?dul. But Vice Prihr.i?ql Ro?( said that since
Ndnﬁ}! Pants didn+ 90 to our SC'nool, there was
ho+hih3 he could ren"?‘ do about .

After getting chased a few more times, T
decided T'd had ehouﬂ{'\, so I +old Dad about
the sitvation. T was afraid Dad was gonna say L
needed +o +ousheh up and deal with the Pr'oH:m
m}esd-F, but he surPrIseJ me. Dad said that HE
}md Frab!ehs wH'!'\ a bu]!?’ at m{' age and he knew

v

=]
: [o]

Juﬁ what T was 5th3 +hrou5 i




Dad’s bu]ly was hamed Bil.l?( S-I'aPIes, and Bi";fs
favorite ‘ﬂ\ih& to do was ?ih a kid's arm behind his
back and hold it there until he cried.

Dad said that the kids in the hefs{'\borhoccl
told their parents about Billy and +he}f all went
+o Billy's }xouse 1o confront his mom and dad.
Mr. S+q1i:|e$ made Bi"}/ promise to never Pick on
anyone ever again, and Dad said Bill}z burst into

+ears nh& mfﬁ]-\-t hu\re even wet Hs ?nh-fs.

I T 11




Well, after Be.ar‘r'hg, +hat S'|'Ol')' , T dont think Billy
Staples wouldVe been any match for Ndsi‘)/ Pants.
But T +old Dad T liked the idea of complaining to
+he buliy's parents. T called up Rowie.?f and told

him 4o come over and +o brihs his &nd, because we

needed as much f:-nc}:w‘:» as we could get.

Dad khmke& oh Nds-ry Pah+s's daor, ahd we
waited for one of his queh-fs +to open it.

Gl

KNOCK
¥ROCK| . -
KNOCK
Lo}

i




But NdS'l’)( Pants HIMSELF came +o the door,
and me and Rowke;,r +ook off.
&: 7

T guess T shouldve described Nas)r?' Pants +o
Dad ; because i+ took 1hir-: a whﬂe +o uhderstand
+hat the kid who came to 'I"ne door was 'ﬂxe ohe
who was causing us all that 4rouble.

Dad +alked +o Mrs. Pants, and she +old Dad her
Soh was oh|y five ahr.l- +hn+ "19. Ju5+ Sr.‘i's a litte

wound up sometimes.




On +the way home, Dad was ?re‘Hy mad at me for
|e++fh5 mfsdf get bullied b}f a kid who was still in
k?nder&qr"l'eh. But let me Just say in my defense
ﬂw.-f wheh some ku.J: 1S c‘\usihg )fou wi-f:h a stck 3
you dont stop to ask him how old he is.

Tutsdn¥

ﬂ'\e?' took the last piece of ?‘dysrouhd equipment
o.wo.?t at scheol -t'odo.?’. \We started off the ?reo.'r
with all sorts of ‘H‘mi\-'.\:‘:l;sJ like mohkey bars and
swihas and stuff " but now *'rl\e ?l“}’ﬁr"’“h‘! IS an
emp-fy sawdust pit.

So recess is bqsicq“y like a prisoh ?mr&.




T Keard +he school was hd.'.'ihs trouble Po.?'ihe
+he insurance for the ?ld?!sr‘ouhd, So every time
there was some kind of accident or thury oh a
?iece of e:iui?mehi‘, —I'}\e easiest ﬂ\ihs 1o do was

JUS‘I' remove it.

Th October, Francis Knott went ﬂ)ffh‘g off the
swihs set and landed on ﬂ\e seesaw, 50 ﬂm‘f took
out two biS items rig}rl' +here.

We lost the mhke}{ bars when a Sirl named
Christine Higgins climbed to the top and then got

+oo scared to come down.



The teachers arent allowed 4o touch kids, so
‘I"ney had to call Christine’s parents to come and
3e+ ’ner.

E,Veh-h.mlly the ahl.?' piece of equipment left was

the balance beam, and T 'Figured hobo:lf could get
hurt on THAT +}\ih3. But believe it or not, some
idiot wasn+ 1oakih3 where he was going the other
Ja.?(, S0 how -ﬂm-l"s gonhe, +too.




Without any ?!nysroun& equipment, there’s red.l.l?:
ho‘ﬂ'ﬁhs for us to do. But the teachers won+
even let us sit c{own, because ‘I"he?* sa.y we have to

stay "active.

| |l#

And it's not like ?'aque allowed +o brihs in +a}(s

or video games to kee_? }mur‘SEh( accu?ied, either.
Ih {nc-l', if y’au 3e+ mu\g’nf wiﬂ\ a -i'o}e oh -Hw:
?l"‘?’ﬁr"'"hd‘ Rl get confiscated. Last week
Snmebad fauh& a miniature car {:-un'a& n -Hne saw&us-l'
+hat looked like i+ had been there for ?nmrs.




The car had three missing wheels, but ?eoPle were

S0 &es?em'{‘a for entertainment 'H'\d+ 'H-\ey lined vp
+o P‘“}’ with i+ while others ke?'!' lookout.

Now there's a black market for toys at our school.
C’nriﬁo?}\er Stangel {‘.-roug}\'t in a bunch of Legos
from home yﬁﬁer&n}(, and T hear a sihsle brick will
set ?mu back 'H-I'r'i'?' cents.

The teachers have banned a bunch of games we
used o ?lay' , too. Last week a group of bo?ls were
quym\g Freeze Tas, but one of them 3-::1' }\ur-l'

when someone shoved him from behind.



So now were not allowed to touch each other or
even RUN. Tadq}( ?eoPie were ?|n}zih3 “Air Tnsn
and getting around b}( sPee&-wnlkihs, but it

wash+ r‘eo.H;( the same.

1 you ask me, T think Pw?le are getting too
carried away with all this su-!-rei‘?! stoff. T went to
Mqhh)!'s peewee soccer game, and all the kids had
to wear bic?'clt helmets.

The a'niy aoad +}\ih3 about the Fla)rgrouncl
equipment {:cihg gone is +that now T o.-:+ua.lly have
a chance 4o start doihﬁ well in schoal.



T'm one of those Pe"?1e who has a hard +ime
focusing when the teacher is talking, and when
another class is havhs recess rl‘sH outside the

window i its Pro.cﬁcd.“y Im?ossime +to ?u?‘ attention.

Ne&hes&u?;

OK, T +ake back what T said about beihs slnc{
+he ?ln}esr‘ouhd equipment is gone. Now the kids
at recess Joh"!' }\a\re o.hfﬁ\iha ‘o da, so -H\a‘y Jus+
stare in +}\rou55h the windows. And that's seriously
&.’s‘rfd.:ﬁha w]-\t.h you're +r>'ih3 4o take a test.




T+ doesnt ’neip that T'm not exd.-:.ﬂ}( the fastest
test-taker. Ih -ﬂ\ird Sra.de I had a +eacher
named Mrs. Sinclair who 'l’nug,’n'l’ us all these great
tricks for remcrnl:nerihs multiplication facts. But
H*.ef seriousl)r slow me down.

J1 EIGHT TIMES FOUR IS THIRTY-TWO, J7
THIRTY-TWO, THIRTY-TWO!

4 EIGHT TIMES FOUR IS THUIRTY-TWO, J

AND NOW YOU KNOW IT'S TRUE!

r--l -::

Earlier this year we had o ﬂ\ teacher named Mr.
S?arks who used 4o stand on his chair every time

ha wanted us to remember Same:-rhihs im?or-luh-h




But once w"\eh Mr. SParks Was ‘h‘}/ihs +o se‘l' us

1o remember a math concept, ohe of the less oh

his chair broke and he fell.

Mr. SPa.rks broke his collarbone, and T heard he's
sving the school over it. T dont remember the
r.ohce?+ }\e WaAS +r>(ih3 +o -I‘ev.c}\ us 1‘}1a+ dd}(, but I
do alwa?fs remember never to stand on the furniture.

Dur:'hs recess ‘I'oclu.f c\r:r?'oh: was Jusi' wai‘l'ihs
to go back mside, but then Rc—wief got vp and
started ski??ihg around the ?h?rsrouhd.



A few ?eoPle started aneerfhs and cldp?ins.
'ﬂ'xe)r mustve ﬂ\au&.ﬁ Rowley was protesting all
the hew rules b,y skipping instead of runhing, but
the 4ruth is, ski??i'ns is just sone'l'}\iha Rc—wls}(
likes +o do.

For some reason it rmll)r gets on my nerves when
Rawle?( skips, so it bugged me to see him prancing
around the Plnﬁrol.-h& like that. SkiFPinS s
ac‘l’mllr a real sore suIJJec+ between 'H\: two of us.
Rowle so.ys I'n‘jeu.hus of him becavse T dont
know how o ski'?, but T +hink i+ Juﬁ' looks S'I‘u?ir.l.




T will adeit that T never emc+l?' got the 5nﬂh3
of sl:i?PihS. Ih Fn:‘i‘, I was the ohl?( kid in first
srdde who couldnt do it.

T was afraid T'd be held back until T learned how
+to 5kr'p, but !u-cl:il}( 'H'\e,?‘ let me move on to second
srm}e. Still, T'm worried its gonha come back +o
hnu‘n‘t‘ me later on.

GREG HEFFLEY WILL NOT BE
RECEIVING HIS DIPLOMA DUE

TO AN INABILITY TO SkIP.




Sometimes 1 wonder how me and Rowl:}z ended
up beihs friends in *H'\e first il}hca, since were so
different. But at this Paih'l“ I ﬁaura were stuck
with each other, so T Just +r?f to overlook the
’rhihss he does that a.hhoy’ me.

ﬂwrsclu.;a

‘Pne ﬂ\ihs that stinks about hnvihs Santa's
Scout wd{'c}xihs m}r ever?' move at }wme 15 H\a-l'
I cant se-l' d.wny wi-ﬂ-\ -ﬂ\e 1‘"\-'\"-35 1,: used to :.J:o
d'ur'i'ns the holidnys.

A few years age Mom and Dad put some 3#‘1’5
under 'Hwe tree a week before Chris-l'ms, nhd it
Was dri\riha me cra.z?r not khoths what ‘ﬂ\f:}r were.




One of the gifts had my hame on it, and T was
?re‘H?‘ sure it was a Video game. T made a ‘h'h}(
little tear in the wrapping paper to see, and sure
ehous:h, T was a game I’& asked «for.

But then it was bu&sihs me that a game T
wanted was sitting ra'g]h-i' there under the tree
and T couldnt ?h?( it. So T went one step
further and made a slit d.iahs the top of the
?acknﬁihs dhd slid ‘H‘.: disz out.

5 4 o?ehaci the ?hsﬁc case and removed the game,
then ?u‘i' the box back in the wrn??a'hs paper and
-hn.Pe& it closed.

But T started to get paranoid that Mom was
gohna Fick vp +he present and notice it felt
lis}d'er, so 1 o?ehe& it back up and put one of
Rodrick’s hmv)v‘ metal CDs inside the box to make
it -H-.e Same weisl-ﬁ it was before.



PARENTAL
INARNING

i & Plo.?ze& the video game e.\rer}z hiSM' after Mom
and Dad went 1o bed, and T actually beat i+.
But I -{m“sai‘ +o Pu*l' it back in 'H\e on; and on
Christrmas, when T opened my present in front of
Mom and Dad, Rodrick's CD sI;Ppec{ out and rolled
onto the floor.




The &a?f after Christmas, Mom took the CD +o
the Game Hut and chewed the clerk out for selling
her material that was "im??ro?r'ia.‘i'e“ for kids.

T just dont like not knowing what Tm getting
for Christmas, and sometimes T cant 1‘\:1? mysd\f.
Last year T went on Moms e-mail account and
wrote to all our relatives +o see if T could find out
what -I'he?! were getting me.

TO: Gammie, Uncle Joe, Uncle Charlie,

Gramma, Grandpa, Uncle Gary, Joanne,
Leslie, Byron, 23 more

SUBJECT: Gifts

Hey, everycne-

Let me know what you’re buying for
Greg this year, so we can coordinate.

Thanks, Susan



But Mom kee?s her e-mail on the computer in the
ki-i‘c]\eh, and its hard to 3e+ onto her account
when Santa’s Scout is wq‘l't{\ihs me like a hawk.

Tohis’rﬁ’ I s?eth some time +r?(i'n3 to decide who.-i'
to put on my Christmas wish list +his year- 54 'h'f
4o be as sPecitqt as ?assible when T make my list,

because whenever T leave m?( sif‘fs up +o Mom and
Dad, i 5&1‘ some crdz?f stuff.

.A. few ?(ears ag0 I -Fare_a-l' to write out a wis’n
list, and T ?qF& +he price for it. Mom was
pregnant with Manny, and she wanted me +o aet
req&?‘ for l‘\a.va'hs ) Eﬂ.l)?f brother.



So for Christmas, Mom got me a DOLL.

REALISTIC DOLL FOR BOYS

TR
T o0 X2

O

’? R E

B\
S/ @

[ o] )

NOW GROWS HAIR! w

At first T didn't want anything to do with it.




Then T realized having a doll you could FEED
came ih Bnhd;f. Ih +'a-:+, I &ohl‘l* -H'u'hl: a
'-resrt'nble touched my IEPS for a month after T
got Alfrendo.

But that wasnt the o'n!;; -i'hiha T used that doll
for. T found out that he made a rea"f excellent
comic book stand , too.

T have to admit, after a few months T got
rr.nll).' attached to that doll.



Since T didnt have o ?e‘l', it was kind of nice to
have somc‘i'hfh& to take care of for once.

D(I(MM)SCI"'EIN
LIISBIG—BDY%DES'?
OH, YES HE DOES

[ 1] BT

But one t.’to.?t T came home from school and T
couldn®t find Alfrendo ANYWHERE. T searched
the house from '|’OP to bo‘H‘om, but there was no
trace of him.

The ohl?: +Hh5 T could think of was that T
droPPed Alfrendo at some point and somehow

didn* notice.




T was ?reH'y torn up about 1os|'h3 my doll, but
what T was REALLY worried about was Mom
thinking T couldnt be trusted around my. hew
bab)' brother. So T got a sr’a.Pe{r‘ui-l' out of the
-Fridae ah& drew a face on it with a marker.

T"\eh I wr’n??e& ‘H‘\e 3!’«:?8{1"1}[1‘ in a dis}'\ +owel,
and for the next three months T ?rei'ehded t
was r-s}( &o“.




Mom and Dad didn't seem 4o notice. But T was
terrified b}; the idea that +the REAL Alfrendo
was gohha find his wn?‘ back home and get his
revenge on me for ubuh&omhs him and re?lacihs
him with a fruit,

1]
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Th fact, T sl werTy about that to this do.?!.

'I:i"s 'H.'\E reason 'I: always c}'\eck +o make sure m
window is locked before I g0 to bed at his}rl‘.

.

T a little embarrassed +o say this, but T
nc'i'un'll?t got attached +o that GRAPEFRUIT,
too. But after a while it started 4o rot, and Dad
traced ‘l'}\: weird smell back +o m?’ Al-Frch&o decoy.



Mom didnt seem oo upset that T4 lost my doll,
but T will say she's never left me alone in the
house with Mnhh?r for more than fifteen minutes.

Like T said, ﬂ'\oue,h, it was nice 1o have
sone%ihs +o take care of, and T missed that
-I-redihs. So these &ays Tve been chhJihS a lot of
+ime Pld.?dhﬁ +his game called Net Kritterz.




Th fact, The been ?ln)fihs Net Kritterz e\.'er?i
free second T 5e+. The basic idea is that }fou have
+o -Fce& }mur ?e‘l' nh& i:'.eeP it !‘"“P?)’" Ahd if ?mur
?e+ i5 ha??y i )m" 5e+ tokens so you can f)uyr it
clothes and furniture and stuff |i£e +hat.

The ?ln?':& so much +hat oy pet Chihuahua has
a mansion with an indoor Swimming ?ool, a bowliha

n“ey, and about 150 different outfits.

The oh|?! +|~.In3 T'm not ’nn?P?' about is his
NAME. Mom's the one who set up my account,
and T cant \cia,ure out how +o chahse the name
she regfs-rered with.

GREGORY'S LITTLE
FRIEND



Mom says T +take better care of my virtual pet
than T do MYSELF, and T guess T cant
argue with her there. Over the weekend T ?la.?«cd
for sixteen hours without even +dkih3 a break +o
go to +he bathroom. 1

—

But if ?’ou dont kceF se‘l"l'ihs your PE‘I' new
stuff, it starts to look uh}m?w, and that rea.lly

stresses me out.

MOOD METER

GREGORY 'S
LITTLE
FRIEND IS
FEELING:

QUEASY




The Proﬁ-!em is you can ohly' earn a certain humber
of +ol:ehs, and after that fou have o bu;( them
with real mht?'. Uhfor‘l’uhﬁely, T don’t have m?‘
owh credit mrd, 50 'ﬂ*.o.'} means i !nn\'t to bes
Mom and Dad +o use THEIRS.

And i*s not real easy to convince Dad to break
open his wallet so you can bu?r a {nhc?‘ outfit for
yo-.ur virtual pet.

MOCD METER

GREGORY 'S
LITTLE
FRIEND IS
FEELING:

SNAZZY

This ?fear T gohha ask for a bunch of Kritterz
Kash for Christmas. But Tm still trying o figure
out what +o put oh the REST of my wish list.

T could ad‘m"y use a LOT of different +hi'n35,
because a muPle weeks ago wheh I s?eh-l' ﬂ\e
hiﬁln-{' at the hos?i-’ml getting my tonsils out,
Mahh?! sold half of ever;vﬁxfhs T owned.



But T'm not so sure T should ask for a normal
3.’1f+ like a video game or a +o?v +his year. What
Tve realized is that a‘-'ﬁr'y tirme ;(w 3t‘|‘ somr,'l'h-'hﬁ
cool for 7'our' I:Iir"l'}\da?' or for Ckr.'si'ms, wH"'hfh d
wee.k s Eeihs usacl nauihs-l' )rou.

WE'LL BE TAKING
THIS AwWAY UNTIL




One ﬂ\ihg T know for sure is that +his year
Tm ahiy a.-:.c.:?ﬁhs s+orc*bou3]'\+ Pr‘es:rﬂ's. Last
Christmas, Mom gave me a re:ally nice hand-knit
blanket, and T had that ﬂ\fhs wr‘a??ed around
me for half the winter.

=
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But T found a ?Fﬁhure of the same blanket on Great

Uncle Bruce, who passed away a few years ago, so T
Pawn:& it off on Rodrick for his biﬁhdu}g.




Sunda

Iw—dsxsohhq ?h:?! Net Kritterz all weekend,
but ?'esﬂrdn?' Mom said the amount of time T'm
s?ehdihg ?iqyihs that game is "uhhenH,h?‘" and
that T had +o interact with a “real live person. 3

So T called up Rowle}r and asked him to come
over, even ‘I’houa]\ T was still a little bothered b}(
+he whole skE??ihs ‘r"xihs.

When Raw'l:)f got to my house, we sat down in
front of the TV 4o ?10.?1 video games, but Mom
said we had to shut off the machine and interact

“face-to-face.”

FELIN
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But one of 'ﬂne -{‘}nihss -ﬂ\a-i' makes m?( -l-rriehclshi?
with RawIey work is that he doesnt MIND

wa-{'chihs me ?la?' video games.



Plus, the reason our ancestors invented +echhol05
in the first place was so -ﬂ-\ey didn't HAVE 4o
interact wi‘H‘m one another.

Mom sent me and Rowley down +o the basement,
and the two of us tried +o {-Isul'e out what to do.

T'd asked Rowlc?' to brihs some. DVDs with him so
we could s+a?e up late wa.‘l'd'\r'hs moVies.

But he Ohlf broushi' HOME movies, and }(ou
couldnt PAY me 4o watch THOSE.

Mom broush"i' us down some \Wacky Sentences”
books, where you fill in the blanks o create
Fuhh?r Phrases.



For the first round, Rowle.y came up with the
words and T wrote them down in the blanks. The
Phrnses we made were uc‘l’un“y Pre.'H'f fuhh?(, but

what WASN'T 'Fuhhf was Rowh}('s new habit of
sa?'ihs “LOL" instead of laushfhs.

OUR CAFETERIA HAS

REALLY SMELLY FOOD.

T+ was renlly drEVihS me CRAZY. So we switched

roles, and T came up with the words instead. Rawl.e?(

started b?( ask[hs me for ‘l'he hare of a SPQH, 50 'I:
said “Vo"e?’bd.".“ But he old me it's "balleyball," with

a "b." So then we got into +his }wse argument about
what letter "Voﬂeybaﬂu starts with.



T found a &-’c-l'foha.rr and handed i+ 4o Rowle
and told him to look it up himself. But instead
of -ﬂi\PPihs 1o the letter “v,” Row!:?! read every
sihsie word in the “b" section. And when he
couldnt find "bclle?fbaﬂ " he started over from
the beginning.

Raw!ey accused me of hqvihs an outdated dir.-l'iomr}'
and said that's wh "bolle?«baﬂ" wasnt in it, so
THEN we got into an argument about what year
VG"t?‘bﬂ-" was invented.

57 +his point Rowhy was renﬂ}; getting on my
nerves, and L realized wed better chahse gears

or we were gohna end vp in a -ﬁsh'f, as usual.



T +old Rawle?f m?rbe we should do same‘l’hf-hs
different, and he said he wanted to Fia?f Hide-
and-Seek. But the Pr‘oblem with Pin?(fhs Hidc—th{—
Seek with ‘Rowl.e.?' is he thinks that when he cant
see YOU, )mu cant see HIM. So that makes him
reall)e easy to find.

T decided we JuS‘l‘ heeded a break from each
other, so T came up with an idea. T +old Rowle?e
we were gohna see who was braver, me or him, and
we S'hq:i?ed out the slidihs 3!:155 door.

Each of us had +o walk into the woods and write
our name on the tree fort we built last summer.
Ah& w*wo:\':r r.]'\i-:.kehcd out was wrohg about
volleyball and had o call the other avy “sir" for
‘ﬂ‘\c rest of Hs |ife.



Row]ey seemed to think that was a fair deal.

/
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'I- 'h:;H Rowlef T—H g0 ﬂrs‘r, u.hd I wa.ike& into
the woods. But as soon as T knew he couldnt see
me, T ran around to the front of m-y house.

ﬂ'\ereas no WAY T was gohha go into those
woods b}r m?(szl-F at hi3h+. T had written my hame
on the tree fort when me and Rowley built it over
+he summer, and that's the reason I?(

with the dare.

came U?



T walked in the front door, made a bowl of ice
cream, and relaxed for a while. And T have +o
say, some +ime to m?fseH: was just what T needed.




Once T finished my ice cream, 1 walked around
the side of the house A rubbed some dirt on my face
and doﬁ'l‘\es, then came ruhn:'hs out of the woods.

THERE WAS A BIG DOG OR

1 ?robo.bly shouldnt have added that last part,
because Rowle?' ‘l'crhaH?( gave up on the dare after that.

CAN WE PLEASE GO
INSIDE NOW, "SIR™?




Ah wo.?f, +that bred.k was Ju5+ what the doctor
or‘c&r‘e& y and the rest of the hiﬂ,’n-l' was
qrsumeh'l'—{"ree.

This morhing my -anﬂ)/ headed to church, and
P\owle‘y came with us. T dont think Rowley's
'Fnrm'l?( reo.il?r goes o church that much, so he's
not used to all the rules about what you're
Su?Posad 1o do and when. So T always have +o
tell him when you need to kneel and stand and

all that.

Toward the end we all did +he “Peace be with you"

part, where yoqu: suPPose& to shake everyones
hand. T said “Peace be with )Jou" +o Rowlef , but
he started 3-'33]:'1'\3.



T think he mustve +hou‘3}r+ T said "Peas be with
:{au,“ like the '-rege.'taHe.

T dont +hink P\owh?! +o+a||7 understood +hat
}(oqu: Jus‘r su?Posccl 4o shake hands with ?:o?lc,
either, because when the woman in the pew behind

us said “Peace be with you," Rowky gave her a bi&
wet kiss on the cheek.

z&.ﬁi'er c}wrt}\ we clro?Pe& Rawhf off at 'his housz,
and I was 51«& he was gohe and H\n*‘r I could 90
back +o ?iayihg my game.

And $cme+h|'h3 tells me Mom felt the same way.




DECEMBER
Tuasén)(
Toda?‘ T was P|o.?({hs Net Kritterz in m}( room,
and Mom walked in. She watched for a while, then
asked what T was Jaihs in the game. T txvlaihe.&
that T was wu.+c}\ih5 m}r Chihvahua watch TV,
because if your virtual pet watches at least two
}\ours of commercials a r!a.?(, it makes Hm }\a???' ahd

.
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?fou 3e+ -h-aeh‘t?' bonus +okens.

Then T asked Mom if she wouldnt mind spotting
me ten bucks because the Net Kritterz store
Just started cqrr?‘ihs ‘I'rd.hPloe shoes and T was

?re‘Hy sure Gregor)f's Lit+tle Friend would reqllf
like +o have +hem.

But T guess T ?Icl:cd the wrong time to ask Mom
for a loan, because i+ seemed like she was in a bad
mood. She said T didnt have anf a?Fr:cin‘Hoh for
the “valve of mohey" and that if T wanted +o pay
for rn?( Net Kritterz “habit,” i+ was gohha have
+o come out of rf.}( owh Fackct

T +old Mom T didnt have any mohey of owh
and ﬂwﬁris w'n?r I kqﬂ' hiH‘iha vp her and Dad.
But she said there were PLENTY of ﬂ\ihss T

could do +o earn some. S}ue said its SU?Pase& +to

show 'I‘ohis}ﬁ and 'I could 9o out and Sho\'el our
hais}\bars' drivewu}es +tomorrow.



T REALLY dont feel comfortable l:nocl:r'ha on
doors and asking our heighbors for money. My
school has three fundraisers a ?*ea.r, and T have
to go from house 4o house btsgihs people T
"\ﬂrtﬂy know o f—u)l 50me+}r\ih3 from me.

And half the +ime T dont even renll}! know what
it is T selling,
|

HELLO, MR, KAPPLER.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO
PURCHASE SOME HARDY
GERANIUM BULBS?

T wish the school would give us Sc:m-l"nihs USEFUL
+o sell, like cahd}r bars or cookies. The Girl Scouts
are lucky, because at least ’rha?' get o sell stuff
?eo?h dr.'h.mliy WANT.



The way the 57's+em works with these fundraisers
is that us students do all the work and the
sc}\aoi Si\res us 'H\ese Juhk}( Fn’zes as rewards.

One time I Sol& +wenty dollars’ w;;H‘h of Soul’mﬁ‘i‘
coffee beans, and all got was a cheu.P yo-ye
that broke before T even got off school ?r‘o?&(‘l}'.

But Rowley REALLY got stiffed. He sold $150
worth of beans and 5::‘1' a Chinese ﬁnaer 'I'ra? as
his prize. T+ actually worked like i+ was su?Pased
to, but Rowley couldnt get his 'Fihsers out, and
his mom had 4o cut it off when he got home.




Last year the school tried some.-f}xihg different.
They had us sell raffle tickets, and whoever won
the raffle would get a spring }mn} cleanup from
+he sevehﬂ\-srnc{e class.

Mrs. Sthsler, who lives down the street from
me, woh +he ru;ﬂc, and oh 'l'Jhe first dn?r of
s?rihg +he whole seventh Sruda showed up at her
house. But there were ahl?( +wo rakes for all +hose

kids, so most of the class just ended vp sitting
around with ho‘l‘"ﬁhs to do.
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And b?« the time the "s?riha ciea.hu?" was done, Mrs,
SPahskr’s ?(a.r& was worse off than when it started.
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The new +"l'1ih3 the school is doiha is these
Walkathons. The idea is that well walk around
the track at school a certain number of times, like
one hundred or two hundred |n?s, and get our

hau’ﬁ’:\bors to spohsor us for each lap we complete.

WALKATHON
Sponsor Sheet

$0.25/1ap

Mame #all laps

ﬂ_ﬂe%ﬁyw 100
Tory Sinclair 150

?mmﬂ 50

-

i

5. 150
5. Fauem, Clinen 100




T can understand askihﬂ someohe to ?ay for seeds
or coffee beans or whn—l'ever, but I. dont know
what kind of person gets Plenswt out of hnvihs
some kid walk around a football field a cou?le
hundred +imes.
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The reason the school put on the Walkathon in
Seﬁ-:r-aber was so ﬂ\e?( could pay for a billboard

near the town ?nrk.

<~ | KEEP THE TOWN| >




T covldn® Fisure out wl‘\?f the school didn+
Just SEEF +he Walkathon and have +he kids
clean up +he town qul: instead. But 'I. guess if
-H-\e se\reh-t“'n Sro.da was [hvolve&, H\.e}z mish-’r’ve
mmPLei-ely 4rashed it.

'I.'Ve done the math, and I'V: -I"‘isur'c& out

-H-w.-} euc’n Srowh-uF oh m?} street ai\tes me dn
average of ‘fweh*t'?'-ﬂ\ree dollars a year for school
fundraisers.

So T should Just invite all the heishbors to my
house once a year and tell them to brih& me the
+weh'l>;-ﬂ'\ree bucks in cash, becauvse it sure would
save e\reryahe a lot of pain and o.'nsuish.




Wednesday

I’i‘ snowed last 'h.is}'!'l‘ J”5+ like Mom said it w::uld',
and while all the other kids in the heishbar}‘\oo&
were eh‘jo?fihg their :1&7 off from school, T was
Pouh&ihs the pavement |ookih3 for work.

nqr]nnn A
T . ; "-;;l':.:.
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T kus}rf about whose door T should knock
on first, but i+ wasnt easy. Mrs. Durocher lives

r.‘3h+ across the street, but shes a little +oo
affectionate, and T usuu“}{ do my best +o avoid her.




Then there’s Mr. Alexander, who moved into the
Smellas’ house. He must hot have worn braces as

a kid, because his teeth arent ver sﬁaight
Undortunately, the first time Dad met Mr. Alexander
was on Halloween, and Dad mustve ﬁ\aus\'ﬂ' his

teeth werent real.

Se I: decided o Ski? Mr. Alemhder's housc, +co.

There are PeoPie who live on my street that T
havent sPakeh 1o in YEARS. Wheh I was about
four, Mom and Dad had a cocktail 'Pdl"i? for some
of the -:ou?hs in the heishbarhood, and T went
downstairs &urihs +}qe Pd("}l to use the baﬂ\raom.



But T guess back then T didnt know you were
supposed o Lee? the door locked, so Mr. Harkin
walked r:'sh‘t ih oh me.

- =7F

When T was done T found Mom and 4old on
Mr. Harkin, and T'm sure he fel+ like a Jerk.

({3

Se I}m not about 4o knock on ‘1‘}\& door of some
3:.7 I ratted out w}\eh I wds in ?resr.hoal and ask

him for money, either.



Todqy T realized +here’s Just too much histo
between me and ﬂ‘\e Pem;ﬂe n m7 heishbor]\oad , So
I decided +o go one street over o Prentice Lane
and start fresh.

T walked vp to the house on the corner and
knocked on the door. But T rccos’niz.ed the |nd}¢
who answered. She was Mrs. Melcher, one of
Gramma’s friends from Bingo.

T +4old Mrs. Melcher T was +:|7£h3 +o earn a

lit+tle mohey sho\reliha peofﬂt‘s n'vemt).‘s and that

T4 be }1&???' 1o do hers for five bucks.




But she told me she never gets visitors and
invited me inside to chat.

T didnt want 4o be rude, so the next 'H\iha T,
knew T was sitting in Mrs. Melcher's living room
surrounded by the lawn ornaments she took inside
for the winter. T felt a li+tle uncomfortable, but
T 'ﬁsurté i T was gonha ask someone for mone
the least T could do was ‘h‘}t and be ?.-:JHE.

But all T could think about the whole time T
sat there was how much mohey T couldve been
making if T'd just knocked on someone else’s
door instead.



T mustve been in there for an hour before T
was -ﬁha.l])( able to steer +he conversation back
+o the Sub\jec'f of me S"\o\rclihs her drivewa?z.
But Mrs. Melcher said her son was coming b}’ in
his Picl:u? +ruck any minute and he plows her

dri\'ewq)f for free. So that’s an hour of n?( life
Tl never get back.

T headed back out onto Prentice Street and
started khockins on doors. T guess most ?eo\ale
were at work, so it took me a while 4o find
someone who was nc-tunﬂ?z home. T ﬁhdllr got iu:k.y
wheh a avy who looked like he Just woke up came
4o the door. T +old him T4 shovel his clri\rewﬂ?’
for five bucks, and he said it was a deal.



T got 4o work and was making prety good
progress. But i+ started smehs dadin w’nile I
was sho‘u'eiFhs.

B( the time T Fihfshe&, it had snowed so much
+hat you could bqrel?( tell T did d‘n?l work.



So T rang the doorbell and asked +he vy if

he wanted me to shovel his Jr‘i‘ufe\.m?' again for
another five bucks. But he wouldn't 90 for it.

Ah& +o make +}1ihss Wworse, ﬂ\e 3«7 said he
washt gohha pay me the first five bucks until his
Jr.\fewq?r was clear like T promised. See, +his is
wl‘\y its a soo& idea to have a contract before }ch
start workms for someone.

b got back out there and started shavzlihe_, but so
mucl'\ show was {q"ihs ‘H‘*.u.'t I was SEHFhs hMere.




Then T had an idea. Gramma’s house was ohi?t a
few streets awq}e, and T remembered that she
kee\Fs her lawn mower in the garage. So T walked
over to her Flnce and ?us}weé +he mower back +o
-ﬂ-\e drivewn}( I was warkihs oh.

5 "I'!noush'l' the Shohr*nowih& idea was sehius,
and T couldn® believe no one had ever +hau3h+
of it before.

Unfortunately, it didnt 9o as smoa-fhly as T
"‘IOPB& it would. T ‘fhoug,h‘l’ the show would shoot
out of the side, but the blade cut r?sh'l' 'l'}\raug’n
it and the snow s+a.yed where i+ was.

Eventually +he mower started mk[ha -Fuh'ny
sounds, and then all of a sudden i+ s+o?\3e&.



Se T guess +hose ‘r’nihas arent req"?’ buil+ for
cold weather.

1 ?ushe& +he_ mower to Grammas and Pu-l' it back
in her garage. HoPe'Fuli?' it will thaw out before

the summer rolls around.

T still had +his Su?r's &r?\tewq?r 1o deal with, but
now the snow was REALLY comih3 down, and
ﬂ\ere. was ho wa.)( I was gohha s?ehd 'H\e rest of
rn?( dqf workihs for five bucks. T needed a qufcl:

solution so I could move on.

T could see that his sardeh Nose was attached o
the house, so T 4urned it on, put the nozzle 4o
-E‘Be "s:hower" se-i'-i'[h3 i and .s?rd.)re.& down -H-\e. show
in the driv::wq}!.



T+ was GREAT. The water melted the snow
oh contact, and I WaS crquihs,. T"\eh I Saw d

s?rihkler leahfhs up against the house, and T got
an even BETTER idea.

Once T was finished, T +urned off the s?n'hkler
and knocked on the 3“}';5 door. He ?aid me h}\/ five
bucks when he saw that his dr{\rewmy was cleared.



T was Pre‘l“l}l excited about the wa.}/ ‘I'}\ihgs
warked out, dm& I 'Fisur‘e.d if I found some more
?eoF!e with sFrihklers, T could have nuHi?ie jobs

So}hs at ohce.

Uh-rur"ruho.-l'clf . T couldnt find o.hyohe. else who
was home. But my idea ?rabably wouldnt have

worked out ah.ywd.y. Be.cause b}z -ﬂ-\e time 'I:
walked back down Prentice Lane, +he &n’vewd?’ I
hit with the s?r[hl‘.ler was frozen over.

When Dad got home, we had to go out and bu); five
|>|'3 ba.as of rock salt to melt the suf,s drﬁuwa?(.



So now instead of :ho.\rihs mohey in my ?ocke-l' for
all my hard work, T'm +weh+>l bucks in +he hole.
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Dad wasnt oo }“"P??’ ‘l'}w.-l' I +urned sombo&}/s
dn\rewn;y into an me-ska-hha rink ?'es‘harda)r and
he said he was disappointed in me for using “poor
Juclsmh'f ﬂu‘rs the exact same ?lnrqSe "\e vsed a
few weeks 490 when T scratched up his car.

T+ all started when T won Student of the \Week
at school. When you win Student of the Week,
+}~.e?' Sjw. }(au a E:.-m?er sticker 'I'}\aJr fou can ?”+
oh your 'qurmlfs car.



'ﬂ\e I:numper sticker is ?‘I’"E'H’y mr'h?f; but it was

still cool +o win it.

TR My dhildis the 2§ R0
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
7 and I'm MIGHTY PROUD! @

T'm not sure wh?( T won, but T think ‘H‘\e?(

Just give it to everyohe c‘.‘ch‘fuqll}(. Fre&le}( wonh

Student of the Week +this past 'Frida?', and Tm

5uassih5 it was for not {)i'l'ihﬂ ah}mha for five

days straight.
Y o
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Mom wanted to put my sticker on her car, but
her bum?er is so overcrowded +}m+ I knew it
would Just get lost on there. So T asked Dad if
T could put it on his car.



Dad rar.eh-’rl?r bougl-rl' a new car, and T 'I'housh-l-
my Student of the Week sticker would look r‘en"?(
s}nar? on }u’s bum?&r’.

But Pd.:l sm'd he diéh? want to ‘Ljuhk u?" Hs hew
car. At first T was disappointed, but T guess

T could kind of understand where he was coming
from. M?' {qmil.y doesnt have o.h)f‘l'hiha thats rea.iiy
nice, and when Dad came home from the &mlers}\if»

wr"ﬂ'm a s?aﬁy car, I was Fre-H'?( surPrise&.

Mom wasn+ 1'“1??'}( ‘H".d"‘ Dad Picke& out a car
without talking it through with her, though.



She said the car looked "-ﬂqshy" ahd that since
it ahI?' had two doors, it wasn+ "Pr‘ac-ﬁcni“ for
a famly of five. But Dad said it was +he car he
wanted, uh& he l:m?'f it.

After T talked to Dad, T didnt know what to
do with my‘ bum?er sticker, so T Juﬁ' ended up
giving it to I""thh?r and +e||ih3 him he could put it
on his wagon or same-ﬂ‘ﬂhs.

But Manny turned right around and put it smack
in the middle of Dad’s driver's-side door.




T freaked out because T knew Dad was gonna
think T was +he one who put it there. T 4ried
+o ?eel it off, but ﬂ\e?/ must use Sa..-?erﬁlue on the
*Ju.cks mﬁ ﬂ'\nse +hih35. So I 3a+ some soap nh&

water and tried to SCRUB i+ off.

But after -hqre'n+7 minutes of saruﬁbih&, 14 bareb(

made a dent.

child is the
ENT or

T started |oal:r'n5 for different ':Itahf‘ns SUPP“ES
in the cabinet under the kitchen sink, and T
found some steel wool ?ads +hat looked like -I'}\e?f
might do the trick.



Those things work prety good on the pots and
pahs, so T fisured ‘H‘-P.}( were worth a +ry on the

car since it was metal, +oo.

Sure emu&h the steel wool made the bum?er
s-ﬁcker come off 'ﬂ\e car as e.asy as Pie.

In fact, it was so eas‘y that T kind of so‘l'
carried away. T used the steel wool Fa&s to scrape
off the bugs and bird poop, too. T figured Dad
would be PrrHy ha???’ T was deqhiha his car for
free. But w:heh I rinsed -H\e car off wi+’n -H\e.

’nose, I 3o+ 4 hu‘g,e SurPriSE.



'ﬂ'\e steel wool didnt JUS"’ scrape the burn?er
sticker and bugs off the car. T4 s-:rd.Pe& +he
PAINT off ,» too.

8 Pahicked and started {illihs in the bare spots
with a permanent marker. But the area where the
burn?er sticker had been was oo 5[5, 50 I wrote
a note in Moms l‘mhdwrii’ihs and +o.Ped it over
+!.~m+ s?oi‘.

NL,ﬂmmaL!
RS. wﬂ?mﬂwﬂ;&mm




T 'l'}\ous}ﬁ' the note mish'!' ﬁu?' me o few du)fs,
but Dad uncovered the big area in ho time flat.

vig

Dad was re.all)f mad at me, but Mom came to m
Je-rehse. S%-\e sni& evaryohe mo.l:es mishkes ahd
that the important thing is that T learn my

lesson and move on.

£33

T owe Mom for that one. She calmed Dad down
and T didnt even Se+ Sruuh(ie:!.

Dad took the car 4o the dealer +o see how much
it would be +o get +he paint touched up-



The dealer told him i+ was gohha cost a lot of
mahe.?( because it was a custom ?th-I‘ Jab.

Mom told Dad +his was a "sie,h" that i+ was a
mistake +o get a 'Fo.hc?‘ car in the first ?1o.c: and
that he should just trade it in for a used minivan
instead. So thats what he did.

=
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The -Fuhh?‘ +Hh3 is that +he minivan o.lrea&?r HAD
a Student of the Week sticker on the bun?er
from ﬂ-.e Previaus owhers. Dut Pa& Ji&h,-l‘ seem to
a??rec.'u-l-e the humor in that.

Suhda?}
Our -Faw'ly usually goes o church at 9:00 a.m.,
but “I'atia?( we went to the folk service at 11:00.



The folk service has a different kind of music
+han +he re\cjuhr‘ one, and there's a band that
Ph?/s guitars and stuff like that. Last week
Mom c.ah\rihce& Raclr‘icl: to Joih 'H\E. &!Hﬂ SI’OUP
because she got a -quer sn?’ihs ﬂ‘\e?/ were |aokih3

for a "Fercussiohis-h

T think Rodrick imgihed he was gonha se+ to
play his drums in church, so he signed vp.

But it turns out the folk group was |ookih5 for
someone to ?Ia?i HAND percussion instruments, like
'I'l'\: +ambourine and castanets.



Rodrick 4ried his best +o look cool up there in the
front of the church -I'odo.y, but it's red."?r hard +o
Pull that off when 700"#& got a pair of maracas in
?!oul’ hdh&s.

T can Jm‘h:.H?l relate +o getting Ju?ed into joining
Sor-rs:-f’n-'hs without khowihs all the details. Last year
Mo +old me T should Joih the church’s Pre-Teen
Club, but then T found out 'H‘-.e?' were reqll?( lax
about who qmli-ﬁe& as a "Fre-+eah."

1




Ev:ry year our church does this +hn3 called +he
Giving Tree,” where people in need put their
requests in eh'.‘elo?es and ‘mhs them on the
+ree. Then a 'deil?‘ Picl:s a random ehvelo?e., and
whatever i+ sn?ts inside is what +hc?('re slu??ose&

to bu}f

Odludt male
ol reguacs
a rzm.cﬂq. 0

AS far as I kmw, there aren+t ah}e rules about
ano’S allowed +o PU't a requeﬁ oh ‘H\e G.'v;ng Tree,
50 I decided +o ‘h’}f m?‘ luck and fill out a form of

rﬂy awn.

But some‘l'}\ihs told me Mom and Dad wouldn'+t
approve, so T made sure i+ couldnt be traced
back to me



Juvenile male requests cash, as much
as you are willing +o donate. Please

leave the money in an unmarked
erweloPe under +he r‘ecyclirg bin

behind +he church.

P.S. Make sure you're not followed.

Moh:.qu

This ?(:ar at school -H'xtf +apccl off a bunch of
+ables in the cafeteria so kids with nut nllerg.‘es
could eat in a saPurﬁe section. :I: +hink i+'s Srm-l'
the school did that, but it means there’s a lot less
room for -ﬂ-\e rest of us o sit.

Ilm not sure nh?mne at mz sdwanl 15 nc‘l‘ua"?‘
n“eraic to nwuts, +hau3\'\ , because for the first +wo
months of +his year the tables in +he +n?e3—o-ﬁf
area were comPle-tel?f amp-ty.



But T guess Ricardo Freedman liked the idea of
all that elbow room, because +ach?r he PIoPPEJ
himself down in the middle of the Nut-Free Zone
and ate two peanut butter and \jeli?' sandwiches
he br‘ausq'ri‘ from home.

To&d.?‘ we had a general ussemblf, and everyone
was all excited because ‘H’xe?f told us we were gonha
5e+ +o wo.-l'ch a movie. But it was Jus-l' one of -I‘}\cse
educational films about haal‘ﬂ‘\?! eating.

" NUTRITIONAUT?

VS. THE

GREASY GRIMELICKS




T know T need to eat healthier, but if you
take fast food out of I""?-}( diet IJM n b;ﬂ
trovble, becavse T'm Probqbl?' some‘rhihs like
95% chftkEh husse+.

The school has reqlly been crqckihﬁ down on J'unk
food in the cafeteria. Last week -i"ne‘y re.-Place&
the soda machine with a bottled water machine,
but if 'ﬂ\e)(‘re gonha c]*.o.r‘ae a dollar for a bottle
of water, ﬂ\e.y should ?rabnbly +think of a better

?%.ce to put it
& :" .

=
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The school also got rid of a bunch of menu items,
like hot Jass and pizza, and re?laced +hem with
healthier stuff.



"ﬂ'\e?‘ even repld.ced french fries with a new item
called “Extreme 5?0':"1'5 Stix," but it ook :Veryohe
about five seconds +o -ﬁaure out that Extreme
S?m’i's Stix are just sliced carrots.

j: usua"?’ {)rihs a ba&aﬂ& luhc}'\ +to school, but 'H'\e;
onhe -t’nihg, T would alwa?(s {au?( from the cafeteria
was a chocolate -:H? cookie. Last we:k, +’nou3!'\,
the chocolate c’niP cookies were re?lnced b)f oatmeal
raisin cookies. T still buy them, but T eat around
the raisins, which is a lot of work.

T cant #ell you HOW mahy +imes Tve bitten
into an oatmeal raisin cookie +hihkih5 it was
chocolate c:hiP.



T have a 'ﬂwcor?f that oatmeal raisin cookies were
invented as a Pruc'ﬁcd] Joke a Iohs +ime ago and

that ‘H‘\e?( were never a.c‘rua."?t meant to be eaten.

| ! - L] | I
Mos+ of the kids at school arent +oo bo—f}xereji b?r
all the menu cl’mhses, but +he ﬂ\ih& that reaﬂ}r
set Peo?le off was w}xeh ‘I"ney +ook mwn),f +he
eherﬂ?( drinks.




The reason the school s+op?ed selling Row&‘y Riot
was because teachers were :orn?Lu.'hihs that the
red &y: was mkih& kids hy?emc-ﬁ\re. And if }(ou
walked into my classroom after lunch, you'cl- see
what -Hr.e?d were +n1l:ih5 about.

TaR TAP
—— TAP TAP

But when the s-}o??e.& selling Rowd}« Riot, people
who were useg +o drihkihs three or four cans a
&n}! were -fa-h"f uh?rqured to go cold -furf::e}(.
I‘n -Fa.c’r, some kids ended vp }mviha to e down
+to -H-w. nurse’s office because +he?( had -ﬂxe shukes

from withdrawal.

The school wouldnt brins Rawd?e Riot back no
matter HOW much EeoPle com?lnme&. But the
other day’, Leon Goodson snuck in a buckpqr_k £ull
of ‘Raw&?f Riot he’& br‘auﬁin'f {rom ‘\ome ahd SDH
cans for three bucks a pop-



At recess a few kids who d boush‘!’ Rowd)f Riot
from Leon ducked behind the school and slurPe&

down their drinks where no one could see them.

But one of the recess monitors, Mrs. the?', got
sws?icious dh& went back -H\ere ‘o see w1hd+ was

soihs on.




Mrs. Lo.hey +old e\'eryohe ‘H‘\e?( had +o pour out
+heir drinks imme&[a‘l’el;,' or shed report them to
+he ?n'h:??qL

!I

But the second she was gohe, the kids ook
off -H\eir shaes and s-::??ed up +he \Pu&:ﬂes wi‘f}\
their socks.




Tues&n;[

One of the reasons the school has been getting

on us about our eq‘l'ih3 ]\qbf'l's is because 'H'\e
Prasidah-ﬁdl Fitness 'ﬁts-f is comihs ups where 'H'\e.)z
measure you oh all sorts of stuff, like how mahy

si-l'-u?s and chih-u?s }fau can do.

Las+ year our school was in the bottom 10% in
the muh-i'r)(, and T guess +he school is -I'r?'i'ns +o
do d.h?('ﬂ'\l'hﬁ ‘H'\e?r can to turn that around.

7w (GASP)
(WHEEZE)

Growh-u?s say there’s a |:n'3 Prcﬁllem with kids

in our generation beihs out of Shm‘)e because
-H'se)r dont exercise ehougqﬂ, but T dont think
+ukih3 away our Pln?farauhd equipment is reaﬂ}:
}\cl?fhs matters.



—

Th one part of the Presidential Fitness Test,
-’rhey check 4o see how mahy ?ush-u?s you can do
ih & row. The 3ir]s in our class did better than
the b::?'s* but that's ehl?' becauvse the sir!s get o
do an easier kind of ?ush—u?.

ﬂ\: fmys hn\r: +o kec? their whak bo&y S‘i'ro.fs!n‘l'
and 90 all +he way 1o the floor and then all the
wd.}/ back vp again.

But the sirls get to let+ +heir knees touch +he
3rouh(l, S0 'H'\:f l'\n'u'e a HUGE qd\‘nh‘mse.




Not all +he girls were hd?f:?' that -H'xe;{ got to
do easier Pusjhﬂu?s than the i::o}(s, +hat.-5h. In
fact, a r.ouPle of girls sished a petition sa?rihs
‘H\e}y demanded o do the same kind of ?ush-uPs

as the bo‘ys.

T Pre-H'y sure 1 know where +}\e?f 3o+ that idea.
T Social Studies we're lcqrhEh& about different
wa?fs Pm?le -fhroushoui' !nis-i'ary have ?rc-h:s*fe& +o

ﬂ'\dhae +h|'h35 ﬂ\e‘y werent ’:m??f about.




T +think the 3ir15 were expecting a |>|'3 ﬁsh‘l' out
of Mr. Underwood, but he Just told them ":"hey
could do resuld.r Push-u?s it -H\ey fel+ like i+. So

: a
now were all in the same boat.

TS
I. ﬂmuslﬁ-l' +hat ?e+i+ioh Jr}\ihs was a soa& ;cied,
‘I‘*\ou&h. 1. 'Fisure.d us {:-o}«s should be allowed +o
do the tu.s)e Fus"ruPs if we want, so I wrote a
?E‘ﬁ‘ﬂoh and tried to get sighatures.

But T got a bad ftth'hs when T saw the grovp
of 3”}'5 who wanted o sigh m?! ?eﬁ-hoh, and T
decided o Just dro? the whole +Hh5.




A couPlc of weeks ago we had to do sit-ups
during Pjn?(s Ed, but T got cramps and asked
Mr. Underwood if T could Just do the rest of
ry sit-ups as homework. He said that was OK,
but }\e wanted Proo-F ‘I'}\o.‘l' I did them.

So the next morning 54 got some of Moms mascara

and drew a six-pack of abs on my stomach. Then T
made sure T had my shirt off when Mr. Underwood

walked H’\r‘augh the locker room.

FIE
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The next ﬂ\ihs T |<:hu:wJ Jr,hm..l\.-a'm T had a
bunch of co?ycn‘fs, and the {-ollowihs dnf half

+he guys in my class showed up with their OWN
fake six—?acl:s.




Bu‘!‘ Some D'F "H'\OSE 3&75 were REALLY GWFU]

mk:u? artists.

S+ill, T +hink we had Mr. Underwood fooled. A+

least uvntil we got 5wen+?' and the mascara ran.

Nedmsdn;

For +the ?ns-l' few dn)rs I'\fe been se'H'ihs alerts
on my Net Kritterz account, and if T don+t 3e+
some Kritterz Kns:h soon, I could h:we a ?roblem
on m)f 'ha'n&s.



MOOD METER

GREGORY'S
LITTLE
FRIEND IS
FEELING:

AGITATED

T asked Mom if she could Just float me a few
bucks so T could get my ?e-l"s Mood Meter back o
“Calm,” but she wouldn+ bu&ge.

Then she said T shouldn+ expect her to give me
money to buy Christmas presents for the famil
-Hm's year, cH’}\:r. She said -._.I:,m at +3ne age where
T need +o be s?ethns my owh mohey o that my
Si'ﬁ's “mean” some‘l'}\ihs.

Usuaﬂy Mom gives me -h-.reh+7' dollars 4o s?eh& oh
presents and T do all my shoPPfhs at the Ho|idd)f
Bazaar at school. T4 great becauvse T can get all
™ Chris-fmns shaﬂﬁhs cfahe in ohe Sha-i' and +’ne
stuff at ‘H\: Bazaar is dirt chm?.



So 1 alwa?'s come uwuy‘ wiﬂ'q a little hohe.f I can

s?eh& oh m?'sel-F.

e
A

Svothing
BATH SAITS

¥ RODRICK

MOM

T usanllf s?ehd most of rn?' moha?* at the
concession stand. They have the most delicious
chicken drumsticks I\re ever +a.s+ecl, but the
have a req“)t soo{y hame and yeu feel 5+u?id
ordcr-'hs H'\r.m.

COULD I GET scxa
OF THOSE CHICKEN
LEG THINGIES?

IF THAT'S WHAT
YOU CALL THEM.




T dont know how Tm gonha scrape -I'ose'l'}\er
tmu‘gjn mohey to bu?( evcr)!ohe a present. quicqlly,
ﬂxere are two times a ?fenr when I can count

ahn Saﬂihs s?eh&ihs mhe.y 3 and -ﬂm-r's on m?(
bir*’rhcld)« and Christmas.

T Just slo.d ry biﬁh&n}& a few months away
from Chris'l‘mas 50 I sﬁ se?ara-l'e S_E-F-i's for
BOTH. T feel bad for Peov]e who have their
biﬁ]‘\dﬂf t’is,l:ﬁ around the l‘\oiF&ufS, because i+
gets iurw?eé ‘l'ose‘l"\er with Christmas and ‘ﬂ'\ey
end up scﬁin‘g cheated out of a si-lbr.

I'I"s not fa;r, but I guess it's been th?ehihﬂ for
+thousands of }«eqrs.




T realized sorweﬂ'\ihg +odny, ‘l'hau‘gh. 1 m'sh‘r not
have any cash, but T DO have somﬂ\ihs valuable:
m?‘ first-edition sished caP?' of the “Tower of
Prui&s" SrnP}'\ic novel.

SCIRCT - NI 0L

CETLIEY

5% 50+ “Tower of Druids” sished b}-‘ +he author,

Kehh?’ Cen‘l'auo, at the comics convention in the

cH'?' las+ year.

Well, uc'l‘ua"?', T didn* +e:}-.hica1|?r get it si&h&d-—'
Mom did. T waited in line for 4wo and a half
hours, and then T had 4o +ake a bathroom break.
Bf the time T got back, Mom had gotten ry
book Siﬂhe&.



Lcomcs EXPO |

T was bummed that T didnt 3&1‘ +o meet Kehn}e
Centazzo, but at least T got his uu-tcsra?h.

T looked on the computer 'I‘adu}( and found out
+that a first-edition Su'she& -:o??’ of "Tower of
Druids” is worth 'For*I}z bucks. So thatll cover me
for Christmas presents, and Tl have enouah lef+
over to get Gr‘esar?f's Lit+tle Friend that Jacwzzi

he seems +o want.

T +old Mom about my ?td.'n +o sell my book , and
she didn+t like the idea. She said T waited a ﬁahﬂ
time to get +hat ‘l’hfhs sished and T would req"?r
regret selling it.



Mom said that when T had kids, ‘I"ne ‘d be mad T
sold i+ because i+l be worth a lot of mhe.};

£ 4

Well, that settled it for me. Tve a.|rcn&)f decided
T'm not HAVING dh}( kids. T want 4o be a
bachelor like my Uncle Charlie, who sPehds all his
mohey oh Vacations and heated tollet seats and
stuff like that, instead of forking it over o a
bunch of uhsrd'fhfu] kids.

Bl HEY THERE,




T can thank my librarian, Mrs. Schneiderman, for
getting me into the “Tower of Druids” series +o
5&3[}1 wﬁ'}w, because she's the one who started +he

sra.Pl:\.'c novel section in our school librnr?x.

T don*t know when they started mllih3 comic
books Sro.thc novels, but T'm slad H"ef did. Some
of the teachers complain that ﬂ\ey dont count as
REAL reu.dihs, but +he way T see it, if -H-\e}z're
in the Iibra.r)v, -H-.e?'rz fair game for book r'ePor‘-t's.




Unfoﬁuha‘hi}e, when Mrs. Schheiderman put in
+he Srn?hic rovels, she get rid of +the E.as?'
Reader section. T qlwq}/s used the books in the
Easy Reader section to do m reports for Social
Studies, because }!ou could whi? ‘i'Jnrousl". one of
them in about for'l?t-ﬁ've seconds.

As a boy,
Abraham
Lincoln liked
to read. He
liked to read
a lot!

When T was li+tle T used 4o want o be an
author m)rsclf. But whenever T started +elling
Mom my ideas, shed say my s+or}( was just like
some book that was a'lreud?f Fublished.




T realized all the sood ideas were taken before T

was even born.

Mom said if T wanted 4o be an author, T should
'\'r}! conins up wi‘H'\ sar-:e‘l'hfns orisiml. But it was
really hard coming up with a fresh idea, so T just
+ook one of my favorite books and more or less
m?ied it word for word with a few small tweaks.

When Mom read what T wrote, she was reall
im?resseé J and :I: guess s5ne +]~.au3¥1+ I Was some
kihd of Se'nius or som&%?h&.

But T think Mom got a little carried away. She
sent my book to a ?ul:-lis]'\er in New York, who

told her T'd ?lnﬂidrize& "Ge.o#re}e the Gorilla,”
which was o.lrcdd}/ a b=s+seﬁihs kids book.



Mom was ?rew mad at me for ?assihg off the
book as myowh, but T'm swPrised she couldn’t
'f-.isure it out herself from rea&ihs it.

[

SWFhSS from vine to vine.
He perches in atree ond
eats a banana. “Ooh ooh
(}Ol'\:" GeoFFre)' says as he
Pouncis his ches+

Tnuran?g

Well, i+ 4urns out my first-edition copy of “Tower
of Druids” is +a+n|l}e worthless. T brau‘gjn-l' it to
ﬂme comicbook s}\oP yeshr&a)( afternoon haFj'ns
4o cash in, but the vy who works there +old me
-H\e uu-l‘o‘c_:}rn?h wads a 'Forser}z.



P
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Bainiy mamn
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abau+, because Mom Stﬁ n}( book SFShecI I:-?( 'H'\e
actual avthor. Put the comic book 3"'}" showed me
a m-!*o.los with Kenny Centazzo's sighature ih it,

and i+ looked COMPLETELY different.

T was ranﬂy confused, but on the walk home T
realized what mustve ’na?Pehe&. Mom Pmﬁn“y got
tired of waiting in line at the comics convention
and Just sished the book HERSELF. Th fact, T
shouhd;\fe ﬁsur&d 'ﬂvﬁ out from 'I'%w. J'hScﬁ'?'Hoh.



T4 wouldnt be +he FIRST +ime Mom ?u'|'|e:l +his
sort of +Hh3, because she has ZERO Pa-l-iehce for

waiting in line.

When T was little T used +o like o get my
picture taken with the characters at theme ?arks.
But whenever -I'}xer: was more -l'}-wm a five-minute
wait, Mom would Just walk to the front of the
line a.'ncl shap a ?i-:i'ure of ﬂ\e chara.c—l'er o.'n&
whatever kid was posing with him. That's win}(

our Vacation Phcﬁa albums are full of pictures of

random ?co?k.

Wlnch 'I. so’r ]N.ome 'I went s’rraish‘i' +o Moms room
with my book, and the look on her face said it all.
So new L know wh}( she didnt want me +o sell i+.



T Just i\o?e Mom knows that when she doesnt
3&1‘ a ?resm'l' from me on Christmas . ane's ahi?*
got herself +o blame.

Frf&qf

Even +hau3}-\ T was still ?r‘e-l'-l}x mad at Mom for
{:orsihs ‘H\q‘i' sishn'i'ure, she bqile& me out +odu.?!.
A+ school ‘Rawﬁe.y was carrying a present, and

T asked him what i+ was E:—r. He said it was his
Secret Holi&a}( Bu&d?f 3J-F+.

I
-Ur} "
8 8 ‘ 8

i -Forso-i' all ABOUT +he Secret Hah‘&a?'
Buddy thing.




EVEI}!OHE at school is su?Posed to bu?f a4 3-’1{+ for
+!ne persoh "H'\Ef 5&1‘ o.SSishe& and 'ﬂ\eh 3:'\.'& it
nhoh?'muslf.

IENNNENEN]

Holelny Busdy

IITTTATTINTT

The person T was SUPPQSEJ to se-l' a 3i1{+ for was
Dean Delarosa, who Tve known a lohg time. Back
in +}1irc5 3rndc, I so+ invited to Deans bir‘}hda}z
?dr‘l’)', but Mom 30+ the date wrohg and T
showed vp at his house a week EARLY.

Dean's mom told us the Pur-l-)r was the -{ollcwihs

week, so we went home.



But the SIH' Mom bau3h+ for Dean was reall;z
cool, and T ended up ?lq}eihs with it m?(sd-nf.

] Yy

l}( the +ime Deans actual barﬂndo_?' rolled around,
d

nlrend broken the robot's hand and lost +he
gun +’hq‘l' came with i+, so T ski Ftd +he Fnr'l?e.

The fel+ SuiH?' about that ever since, and toda
T didnt want o cheat Dean out of a sF-H' for
+the second +ime. So when T got to school, T
asked the secre'l'ar)f in the front office o call
Mom and see if she could Fick same’rlnihﬁ up for me

And she came ‘I']hroug}\ ‘jus-l' ih time.
|




The teacher started !ndhd';hs out the Secret
Hah&n}( Bu&&y SJ-H‘S, and T got a jar of gurmy
bears. ‘Fim"?f, there was ohb! ohe present under
-’r!ne tree, dh& it was -Hw. ohe for Dean.

Uh-For-l-uha-my, Mom didn+t understand that the
siﬂ' was su??c-se& 1o be ANONYMOUS, so it
Was *"*“"}f embdrrassihs when the teacher read
the card on Dean’s present out loud.

THIS ONE SAYS, "TO
DEAN DELAROSA, FROM
YOUR SECRET HOLIDAY
BUDDY, GREG HEFFLEY."

Dean looked like he wanted +o crawl under his
desk and hide, and T fel+ the same exact way.



Saturda

1 alwuy& '!‘hous,"rl' the ohi)/ Place in the world
where you could se‘r Drummies was at the Hoiic{n}z
Bazaar. But ‘|’o&dy me and Mom were at the
grocery store, and you'ﬂ never BELIEVE what T
found in the frozen food aisle.
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Now T know that T can have Drummies whenever
T want and that ‘l’l'\e?"r e TOTALLY rili;r?ihs us
off at the Holidd?r Bazaar. You can {m}; a whole
BOX at the store for what ‘H‘ltf c’mrse for three
or four individual Drurmmies at Schaoq.

\.

=4,

Th fact, now that T could get my owh Drummies,
T realized T could run my OWN Holi dqy Bazaar.



But first T had to |>u}y up the 3rocer?’ store’s
SU?PEI\( before the school beat me +o it.

Other kids in m;( haisl'\borhoo& have done this sort
of ‘!'}\ihg before. Last summer Br?‘cc Anderson and
a bunch of his cronies set up a restavrant for all

+he hejshborhoo& ?areh+s. D

T heard ﬂ\e)f Pu“ec{ in almost three hundred
bucks, and T know for a fact that one of Br}(ceis

goons Bous}ﬁ d brah&-hew BB auh wi-ﬂn Hs s}-\ure.



T knew T couldn™ run a Ho!i&n7 Bazaar all b
HYSEH"-, so T called Rowhy and asked him o th
ovt. We found some Christmas ornaments and
some other stuff in my basement we could sell.
But I 'rrisuret.jt if we were gonhna com?e‘!'e with

the school’s Holiday Bazaar, we'd have o come up
wi'l'h better games 'ﬂw.h 'ﬂ\e. beahbns +oss and -ﬂ\e
Pihg—Pohs—bqll bounce.

Raw!e}( Susses-l‘e& a dunk tank, but T +told him
T didnt +hink Mom would allow that in the
house. Plus, we had a dunk +ank when we ran a
Fun Fair in Rowley's ynr& over the summer, and i+

was a DISASTER.



We didnt know )»'ou were suPPased to Pro'i'ec‘l' the
31.-)/ in the dunk +ank {J}r Pu‘l"l‘ihs Nm in a cage.

Me and Rowie)f decided it would be reo.ll?e cool if
our Ho]ida?( Bazaar had a video game arcade. We
didnt ’nwe ‘H\e money +to bu?f real arcade mchims A
so we got a bunch of cardboard boxes out of the

basement to make homemade versions.

\We started off with Pac-Man because we +hau3h+
it would be Pr:'l-r?r easy +o make. Th Pac-Man
ou Ve got a little character who goes around

eating Peﬁc*l-s while getting chased b'y shos-l-s.



Th our version we were gohna have Rowley on
the inside of the box o?crﬁihs thsﬂ Slu:& to
Pehc;!s, while the person who was ?ia.yihs +he
game mhewerer.l Pa.c-l"'mh from -H-\e au+sF&e w;ﬂ-\ d

PoPsicle stick.




We spent the next +wo hours mkih3 the box look
\juS‘l’ like +the real ﬂ‘-.ihs.

But while we were wor‘kihﬁ s Rawle;f started aski‘ns
queS'h'ohs about how I°h3 hc was gonhha be in

+he box and what would hdwch if he needed a
bathroom break. T gave Nim an emP‘l'?( two-liter
soda bottle to kee? in the box for when he had +o
g0 Number One.
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Rowle?' asked what he would do if he needed +o
90 Number Two, but T +old him we'd cross that

brids,e w}aeh we came to it.




Once we were done cal.orih& in our machine, we
started cutting out the groove where the PoPsicle
sticks were su??osed +o 90.

Bt T guess we weren+ renﬂ?! ﬂ‘ﬁnkihs ahead,
because as soon as we cut the outer border‘, +he

whole maze fell inside the machine.

So I guess were hot gonhha make a lot of hohey
on Pac-Man unless ?eo?le are wi|.|ih3 to pa
'}w:hiy-'ﬂ\re cents to see Rowh}f SH'Hhs in a box.




Me and Rowley still have a lot of work 4o do +o
set vp our Holidn?f Bazaar, but T realized wed
better not wait until the last minute 4o let FeoPle
know about it. So we went dowh to the town
hews?a?er's office and told them we wanted 4o
order up a full-?asa color ad in tomorrow's edition.

‘ﬂ-\ey said an ad like that would cost a thousand
dollars, and T +old +them we could pay for it the
day AFTER our event. But ‘H‘-c?( wouldn* +ake an
IOU, even when T +old +hem how many Drummies

we were planning on selling.
planning on selling

I suaseshd mybe 'ﬂ\e?' caul& Juﬁ'l' write an
article about how +wo reauhr kids were putting
+-93e+3ner their own Ha‘idd;f Bazaar and not
-:}*.o.rse us d.h;,"!‘hihs.



But 'ﬂ'\ef +old us -H'\e.?' didnt consider our Hali&u.?f

Bazaar "hewsworﬂ\y. ?

T +hink it stinks that the newspaper bnsimllr
gets fo contral +he information people are

3:'I-|'ih5. At home, T COhPld.fhtlr.Jl +o Mom, and
she su&geﬁeé me and Rawh?' start our OWN

hewspaper and write about our Bazaar.

T ﬂ\nus}ﬁ that was a GREAT idea, and we got
ris"ﬂ' +o work. Ve came up with a name for our
paper and put together the front page.

The Neighborhood

TATTLER

B Tatiler reporters have uncovered o
r“mmles price-gouging  scheme  at the
school Holiday Dazaar that has

ey runni ng unchecked for yEars

- -
P"cln CAM = = S annaia
items, “Drummibes,” have boen

sold at the Bazaar for more than

six times their retail value,
“I'm outraged,” said a loyal
customer whae did not want to be
= See DRUMMIES, A2

New Bazaar Offers Alternative to School Event

With the community reeling —*We've decided fo-start our e
from the Drummics scandal,  own Holiday Bazaar” said eyt

two boys have decided o Greg Hefiley, an entreprensur
make things right Soe BAZAAR, A1




We realized we were gohna have +o come vp with
some.more pages for people +o take our newspaper
serio..-sl?(, so we started brnihﬁormihg ideas for
other sections we could add. T {:Esureé we needed

a4 comics sectioh, So we s-harﬂ.& -H-\ere.

T.G.LE by Rowley Jefferson
! \Why are

FURRING aroun

Stinky Sebastian by Greg Heffley  Ned the Napkin by Rowley Jefferson

OK, WHO FORGOT TO
WEAR DEODORANT?

We added an advice column, where Peo?k write in
quesﬁahs about ?roblems ‘rhef're havihs. But we
didnt have time to wait for PeaPle +o send in real

ques-ﬁohs, 50 we \ius+ made o few up.



Ask
Greg

Dear Greg,

My wife is always
criticizing everything |
do, The other day it
was a little chilly out so
I wore socks with my
sandals, My wife
actually made me go
back inside and pul on
shoes! | feel like she
treats me like a child,
but she has a wvery
strong personality and
F'm-afraid to stand up
tox her, What can [ do?

Sincerely,

Dear FRUSTRATED,
It's NEVER okay to
wear socks with sandals!
You should apologize to
your wife immediately,

Grog

Dear Creg,
Are you single?

Sincerely,
THE LADIES

Dear THE LADIES,
Why, yes, Lam!

Greg

FRUSTRATED

Rowley was all excited about this newspaper, and
he said he wanted +o be like a real r‘ePoH‘er and
go ovt |aoth5 for stories. So T +old him he should
g0 around the hr.ishborhood and see if he could
&"'S up any dirt. But what 'Rcwief came back with
wash+ e-.-cnc-l'ly hard-hi-t-ﬁhs news.

Kitten has a fun day
iﬂi By ROWLEY JEFFERSON
her front yard, Mittens spent an
hour and a half’ chasing after &
bnaiaiauag  Dutterfly that was flying around
Mrs, Salter's azabeas, and when
the butterfly flew off, Mittens
wol very interested in something
that was jumping near-the front
e, porch. But by the time 1 got
close enough o see  what

Mittens. was chasing, the thing
had hopped away.

Yesterday Mrs, Sahers  kinen
Mitlens was seen frolicking in

Mitteny enfops the mice weather vesterdlay,



T decided 4o make m?‘selaf editor in chief so T
could control the kinds of ‘H\ih&,s we had in our
hewspaper. Because if Rawle}z had his way, our
paper would be like a litte Sirrs caiurihs book.

Mom +old us we should ge to some businesses
downtown and see if anyone was willing o pay
for ads to cover the cost of our first printing.
The onl?t person who was willihs +o ﬁu}( an ad in
our paper was Toh?' from PnPd Tahyls Pizza, and
T Pr‘e-Hy sure the reason he nsree& +o ]\eiP is
because were in there at least 4wice a week and

he didnt want to lose our business.
UREELE 2

Tahy gave us J'-"5+ thous“x mohe.?( +to I)u?( some color

ink Eﬂr‘fr;tlﬁes; so we Prih-had a hundred copies.



Mnhdq?_i

Yesﬁ'ertlaz we went around town +r‘}rih3 +o sell our

papers, vt mbo&y wanted o Pa?' and we had +o
start Swihs +}1em out for free. Whm we 'ho.hde& a
paper to "]"m-\?fJ he didnt seem too hn???' that his

ad was ruhhihs next to a hesa.ﬁve review of Jhis

restavrant.

Papa Tony’s pizza stinks!

By Food Critic
GREG HEFFLEY

Hawe you nodiced that Papa
Tony's has started 10 really go
downhill lately?

It all started when they
ook the barbecue chicken
pizza off’ of their menu and
replaced it with a spinach
plea.

Then they stopped selling
grape soda. Papa Tony's was
the only place in town you
could get grape soda, so mow
I have to drink root beer. but
it"s really not the same.

And half the time the soda
water doesn'i mix right with
the syrup, so vou cither gel
com syrup shedge or soda
water. 1 think they're just
trying to give you a bad
fountain soda experience so
you'll pay for the canned
soda, which cosis wice as
much.

My last complaint is ahout
the mapkins, You used o be
ahle 1o use as many as you
wanled, bul now Tony only
lets you have iwo, and if you
zke more he gives vou @
dirty look.

Papa Tony’s

Order any one-topping pizza
and get a second one FREE!

Mirion phit ad amd pou W gt e
kb delir off e i

CIFFER EXPIRES ON
TDECEMBER 51

T 1old him if ke i}oush‘f a BIGGER ad for +he
NEXT edition of +he paper, we could arrange for

a more Posi'h'\re wri‘h:—u?.

We still hqd a few &ouh papers |e1€l‘rJ qhd sihce
we were hnhdih& +them out for -Free, I fi&ur‘ed I
could unload them at school.




But when T started 3'."".“3 them 4o kids as ‘r’ney
walked in the door, Vice Prih-:i?nl Roy asked me
wl'\a.‘l' I was &or'ns.

He said T couldn® hand out an “vhavthorized
Fublimﬁoh“ on school srouhds and that he was
5aih5 ‘o }\aw_ 1o confiscate m?r papers. But I
knew what this was REALLY all about. Vice
Frihcitlmi Ra?r was \jusi' s?aoke& *Hm‘r We were
gonha give +he school a run for its mohey with our

Hﬂi&oy Bazaar.

T was still Pre-H}l mad about the whole 'H-\iha
when T 30'1' home this afternoon , and T decided
T wasnt gonha_ just roll over and let Vice Prihci?nl

Ro?( shut us down.



Even +hou5:h Vice ?n’hd?nl Ra)r +ook our papers,
I '{Esuraci I could make some Sishs nhé }mhs 'I'l'\em
vp around ‘own to advertise.

T knew Mom kc?*l' poster board and markers in
the 1nuhdr?r room for school projects, so T got
+o work. I used the neon green Pasﬂr board,

becavse T wanted +o make sure you could see our

signs from a mile away.

T finished making the posters after dinner and
called Rowke?( to ask for Bel? putting them up. We
started with the school becauvse T -ngure& a lot of
parents would see them when 'H‘\e?f JroPPeJ their
kids off in +he morhing.




But rish‘l' when we were done hahaihs +hem up, it
started to rain, and the marker on our sighs ran.
Ah& sooh ‘H“.E?’ were ?ra‘H'f much worthless.

7 LA

TP RIS

P

SO NN

But when we ?ullet‘l them down, we got a hu&e
shock. ‘ﬂ\e ran had m&e 'I"ne green &ye -From -I-ha
?os+er boa.rd bited, +too, and how ‘I"nert were husc
green s?lo—rc}\es all over +the brick wall.




We tried to get the green d?'e off the wall, but
that stuff was like permanent ink.

T knew we couldnt leave giant green stains all
over the s-:!'xoo!, so T tried 4o ﬁﬂure out what
to do next. But rEg,\ﬁ' at ‘H‘.a‘l‘ moment, Someohe
?w.lled at us from the street.

HEY! WHAT'RE




Me and Rowl:f ?ah«'cke& and took off. We ran
across the ?arkiha lot and +hrau3h the shorteut
in 'ﬂ'\e woods 3 'ﬂ‘\eh k&?‘l‘ ruh‘nihs until we were
sure wed lost whoever was back there.

T wish we didnt run, becavse if we had Just
s+o.?'=d and ex?himd ourselves it ?r’ababl would ve
been fine. T dont know if the person w{;

out was a parent or a ?ch’ce officer or WHAT, but
T J'US'I' ho?e -H-\e.?: didnt r‘ecoshize us. Decause if
‘H‘uty did we could be in some SERIOUS +4rouble.

o called

Tuesday

Nheh I woke up 'ﬂm's rv.c-'r‘l"\ui‘r~.:::nJJ I +hau3h+ mybe
e‘fer}"ﬁ'\ihs that hq??emd las+ hisln'l' was just a
bad dream. But then T saw the hewspaper oh the
kitchen table.



The Daily Herald

Vandals deface middle school

| | 11 1 I [ 1] Vandals  struck
L T 1T T T T 1T lagt might under
cover of darkness
and i, beaving
farge beight proch
stzins on the front
wall of the town
middle schoal
The meaning of
I Irlllll!lllxl[ L1 1 the-green blohs is
Top, Juveniles loft there groen splowhes on e sohoof et might still unknown, bt
police suspect it
Left- Palice could  be  gang-
shrichey of the related,
skl bkl om “Ciraffiti antists

by il have camsed a lot
ot o

in the past six
I e fied moaths.” sid Sgi
. Peters of the wown
comfFrmred by the
;u.1.fn_.- poie foroe.

SEE VANDALS, A2

So now T'm basically a criminal. Believe i+ or not,
this isnt the FIRST time Tve been -rrnlsd)f

nccuscd 01( d Crime.

When T was in the Bay Scouts, T was +r?m'\3 to
earn my Service Pro\je.d merit 50.&39., and T had to
do some kind of 500& deed. Mom said I Shaul& Qo
over Yo Leisure Towers ah& see i-F H\er‘e were a'n)/
eldeﬁy ?wph who needed 'heﬁp carrying groceries or
some‘H'\Fhs like that, and she told Rodrick he had +o

Sive me a ride.



When we got to the ?arkfhg lot of Leisure
Towers, there was a laJY walking around who
looked like she was lost.
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We asked the ld&}f it she needed any help, and
she said s’ne was Juﬁ' wnlkihs 1o the su?ermnrka‘l'
on the other side of the apartment buil&iha. But
T knew the nearest SUPermrkE‘i' was almost five
miles dway in the opposite direction, so we said

w:& sn\re '}‘LEI’ d r:de




The ohi); condition was that she had 4o ride in
the back becauvse T had nlrea&?r called s]\a-l'guh.

We droPpe& 'H\e woman off at ‘H‘\e supermrkrh
and -H\e'n we went %ome. W}'\eh we walked in ﬂ\e
door, T was Preﬂ'?‘ excited to tell Mom about my
Soa& deed. T +old her about the |d&f and how

we gave her a ride 4o +he suParmrke*l- a few miles
1Crcm Leisure Towars ahd sa\'ed her a lot a:hf wa|kih3.




But Mom said there was a brand-new su?armrke-t
a block away from Leisure Towers and the woman
had Proba{)]?f been hendihﬂ THERE. So ‘|'er‘|‘
meant we d-ro?Pg& ,ne_r off five miles from whi‘.re.
she was +r?’Ih3 to 90, and now she didn* have a
wn?( +o 3c+ Bome.

£

Mom said we had +o get back in the van and
see if we could find the Ind?(, so0 we went to the
su?ermrkt‘l' where we &mﬂacd her off. But a

cashier told vs shed ulrendf finished her s}\a?Pihs
and left.

We evm‘fun"}( found the h:d)’ wn|kih5 qlons the
h-’shwn?r with her sracer;es.



We 4ried 4o offer her a ride back 4o Leisure
Towers, but this time she wouldn+t get in +he van.

T guess she mustve called the local TV station 4o
rePor‘} us once she 30+ \'*.omt_. because ﬂ".q-i' hish-i'

we were on ﬂ-\e news.




This school vandalism +h'h3 seems a LOT more
Serious, ‘I’hous\'\. Luckﬁy the eyewithess sketches in
+he paper didnt reo.ll;l look like me and Rowlef_,

(] 'I. H\oushﬁ' mff:r: wed be OK. But when 'I.
got tfo school, all anyone wanted to +alk about

was who was behind the green blobs.

The school had a Seheral dssembl‘y in +hird Peric:-&,
and the topic was the so-called sr‘o.-{-ﬁ'ﬁ on the
front of +he school. Vice PrihciPd.I RD}’ said Someohe
had sPra?r-?nih-l'eJ the front wall and he was sure
-H-aa Per\:e-l'm-l‘ors were s-l‘UJeh-l‘s at our s-:]-\ooL

He said someone in the auditorium knew who was
responsible and +hat it was terrible 4o live with a
”Suil-ry conscience. Then he said he was gohna put
a locked box in the cafeteria 4o make i+ easy for
someone +to leave an nhohymus Fip.
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At lunch T could +ell Rowley was l“eri")f -Freo.kihs
out, so T reminded him that this “vandalism’
+Jm‘n3 was a lot of {sa.]ohe?f and we didnt reall)f
do a.hfl’hiha wrohg. But Rowley said if he got a
criminal record, he wouldnt be able to get into
college or get a Jo{} and that his whole future
would be ruined. T+ 4ook a while, but eventuall
T convinced him to Just s+a?f cool and wait for
'ﬂ\e w}\ole ‘Hnihs to blow over.

After lunch the POLICE came to the school, and
Vice Pn’thPd.I Roy started calling kids down o the
front office one by ohe. A'I' first I was worried
someone hn& IJch‘l‘i-ﬁ'e& us, but '}he_h I rnu.“u:d Vice
Principal Ro?' was oh1?( calling the names of the

worst troublemakers.



That's when T knew +he?( didht have any real

evidence, and T started to relax.

DENNIS ROOT, PLEASE REPORT
TO THE FRONT OFFICE.

At recess a kid named Mark Ramon told us what
lna??'—eht& w’neh "*.e went in for quesﬁohih&. 'ﬂ\e
?ol[ce had a machine that they said was a lie
detector, and ‘H‘\e?r claimed i+ was Fool?r'aoif, so
+here was no Paih‘l’ in {"i{:b;r\s.

=3

Mark said it was ?r‘eﬂy obvious the “lie detector”
was renH?' Justa Plno'!'oco?icr. But whenever Mark
said Sor--e‘l‘hihs the Pcﬂi-:.c didn+ like, Sersenh‘i' Peters
hit the "co?y“ button and out came a ?iec: of paper.




He's lying.

T guess +the ?alice everﬁuul!'y gave up, because
after lunch Vice Pr[hd?a.l Raf s+a1.>?ed m]liha kids
down o the front office. So T -ﬁm";,' feel like
were off the hook.

Wednesday

When T got to school 'I'o&o.:,{, 1 'I“\oush'f the
green d}(e incident was +o+q||;,' behind me. So T
was ?rr.-l-t?' s:.-r?rFse& when T heard MY name on

the lau&sPeaker during morning announcements.

GREG HEFFLEY, REPORT
TO VICE PRINCIPAL ROY'S
OFFICE IMMEDIATELY.

= T
>



T walked into Vice Principal Ra)fs office, and he +old
me to take a seat. He said he knew T was one of
the “clprits” responsible for the green blobs and
asked me if T had nh;{'l’hi'hs o sdf for mfﬁelf.

T looked around the room for +the lie detector
machine, but T didnt see it, and T decided my
best move was +o Jus+ kee.P qme-t- or m}ebe ask
for a Inw)eer Then Vice Princ ipal Ro?‘ ?u"ed a
Pue.ce. of paper out of ‘H‘m ahohfmous 'h? box and

showed i+ to me.
‘N

All of a sudden, e.\'er?"ﬂ'\ihg made sense.




Rowle?r confessed, but he ke?-l' himself anohy/mous.
T don't know if Rowh)f did it that qu oh
purpose or if he's Just a +otal deofus, but T'm
Sues.siha it's danr‘ humber‘ two.

T didnt see ah}( reason to P|n7 dumb at that
point, so T told Vice Prihci?nl Ro?’ the whole
Hafy. I told "\Fm about ﬂ\e sishs and #\ow 'ﬂ\&
rain made the poster board bleed and how we
?nhickcd and ran.

Vice Prihc{?dl Rof ‘I‘hausl'\‘l' about it for a while,
and then he told me T shouldve come clean
earlier. He said he was gohha have o give me a
?uhishmh+ to make sure T learned my lesson and
said that after school T had 4o scrub the green
&7: off +he wall with bleach.

'ﬂ\e.h }\e gave me d c*\aice.



H: said I could name rn?I "co-cohs?irq‘l'or" or I
could Just take the Puhisl-\meh-l' mysel-lf.

Let me +ell you, that was not an easy one. i
r‘eu“y wanhted to stick it to Rawley for writing m
name on that ?iece of paper, but T also didnt
see the point in both of us aetting in +rouble for
sorne‘ﬂ'\ihs that T basicall?( &rasse& him into.

So T decided this time around T'd just take one
for ‘H‘x: team.

| 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
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And if Rnwi:?( gets into a Saac{ call:se or gets
some dream Job later on, T ho?e he remembers o
thank me.



Thorsday

I‘i’ +ook me two hours to scrub the green rl)(c

off the wall ?res{'er&a?l, and i+ was hard work. T
tried to get Vice PrithFal Ra?f to get me a few
steel wool Puds so we could s?ee.& +hFh35 along,
but he told me T needed o stick with the bleach.

t -ﬁha"}( got home around 5:00 peme, and +here
was a hote on the front door. When T read it,
T almost ?asse& out.

(/e cam.ﬂy,&at
mo ome wad Rome.
(e wrill come
bach Lator.

T couldnt BELIEVE Vice Pr’ihd?al Roy gave

me up to +he police. I +}\ou3}i‘l' we were gohha
kae? +his between us and that once T served r-.;y
punishment, it was over and done with.



Al T know is, T cant go o jail. This year -H'\ey
took our class on a “Scared 5+ro.i3]'1+" field trip to
+the local prison. 'ﬂne?r had +hese prisoners +alk 4o
us about what their lives were like in Jni!, and it

rau.“y freaked evar}yba&?’ out.

But it wasnt the idea of bcihs locked up +hat
scared me. T+ was the fact that the tollets in
the cells are ris,i'ﬁ out in the open.

> &
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T have a HUGE issue when it comes 4o ?ri\'acf.

T+s bad ehau‘gh at school when you come back

from -ﬂ'\e ba-l‘hraom ahJ eve.r)faha wahts ‘o kmw

all the details.

Tve never actually broken the law before, but
when T was litte T THOUGHT T did. ﬂ’\tf
used +o have this ‘I:hina at my Su?trmrke+ called
the "Cu?ca.ke Club,” where -I'-hef gave a free
cquke +o e\‘e.r}'ohe. uhde.r eia{'\'i' fmrs OH. I !nucl a
m:mb:rshi? card and :w:r?ﬁhihs.

-
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Well, T keP+ ‘I'o.kihs a cu?che even AFTER T
turned efsh-h and e.*.rar‘}' time T did T 'l'hough‘l’

'I. was gohha 321’ busﬂ&. 'ﬂ‘\ch ‘H‘\is one time an
alarm went off at the EXACT moment T bit into
a S‘l'rawb:rr?i frosted r.u?cake with s?rfhk'les.
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Laokihs bm’.k, -I;‘l‘"- Pre‘H}' sure whad' }\q??eht&
was that someone acc[&ehi‘a"?r +ri??eJ +he fire

alarm or someﬂih‘g, but T was convinced it was
for me and 'l+.o.+ ‘ﬂ\c cops were gohnha swoop in

ahd place me under arrest.
P

So I m&e da run 'Far it Luckﬂ)f Mom -Fauhtl me
a few streets quf, because as far as I was
cohcemed, I was a FuSH'ive and ha& started m?f
life of crime.



But this vandalism ﬂ\.’hs was a whale lot more
serious than the Cquke Cleb e?iSaJe. So when
Mom got home with Mnhn;(, T didn+t +ell her
about "|+1E note.

'ﬂ\c person I was reu.")i worried about was DAD,
T havent been on his Sooc{ side lately. Tn fact,

+his morhing we had an incident T'm sure he's still
sore over,

T was nsleep when T heard someone khocl:ihs on
the front Jaor, but T didnt wanna 53+ out of
bed to answer it.



T was }-\0?&\-\3 whoever was there would Jusi* 90
ﬁwa?( and come back later.
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But +he l’.hockihe_ got louder and louder, and
+he person out there was acting like a maniac. T
buried m?'sel-l: in r-.?; covers and \juS’l‘ Frq}zed that
w’nae\ter it was wouldh{f kh:xk 'l'}*.e daor‘ Jawh.
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T ﬁwug,’n‘l‘ about co.H.'hS the Pa!ice, but then T
remembered T was a wanted man and that T4
have to deal with this ?robicn oh my owh.



EVeh'tuu.li?‘ L got brave ehausl'\ to go downstairs
and srnb a baseball bat out of the garage to
protect m?’se”.

Then i+ got quiet, and T ?uﬂed the curtain

back to see if the person was still out there.
But I was Sur?rised +o see DAD s-hm&iha oh
the front s+eP.

He had gotten his tie stuck in the door and had
lef+ Hs keys ihsicle, 50 }~.e Jus—l' heedec{ me to o?eh
it to let him loose.




So T'm sure Dad is rendf o SH? me off to
Jchhf|e detention -H\e. firs+ d\uhce l-\e St.'l*s. Ih
fact, if he's home when the ?ohca come, helll
-Frcbnl::l}; hd.hd me oVer into -H-ae.'r cus-tocl}z wi-Hnau-}

baHiha an e}(e.

T+ 4urns out T dont have 4o worry about Dad—
at least not for +he next +wenty-four hours.
T+ started showihg Pr‘t‘H}( hard around dinner
+oh|'3'h+, and Dad called Mom +o say i+ was too
c!qhserous for him 4o drive hnme, so he was genna
S'hay o\rerhis}ﬂ' in a hotel near his office.

'ﬂwﬂ' means 1 ve 301' until +omorrow to ffaure out

m?f next move.



'Fn'&qx
T+ looks like Tl have more +ime than T +’nau3’n+.
T+ snowed all h-'gh‘r, and by the time T woke up
Jr’nis mor’hihs ﬂxe Show was ﬂ\re: feet }1.’3}\. 'ﬂ\e}z
even canceled school.
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APquehﬂy were in the middle of a BLIZZARD.
Rowie;g nc.‘lvn.“y called last hish't to ell me we
were SUPP‘GSC‘J +to 3:+ a ton of snow, but T didnt
believe him.

Everf P;enr around this time, Rowhy calls +o
tell me theres a l’ws,e showstorm coming, and
he's alwa.?rs wrong. His -Furvﬂ?' -I'a.?eJ one of those
holi&ay SF:r.iqls a few years ago, and the hFalﬁ
they recorded i+ a "severe weather” warning was
on the bottom of the screen.



So how the weather warning is a permanent part
of 'H'\e recordihs.

BL1ZZARD ALERT: 2-3 FEET OF SNOLW EKPECTED

E.Ver’y +ime Rowley wa.'k{'\es 'ﬂ*.o.'t holf&a}v‘ s?thal,
he calls me up and tells me a blizzard is coming.
T used o fall for it, but h s‘rm?Fe.& bciie‘vihg him
after he called me in a panic when he watched the

S?E:cia.l. over summer Vacation.

So it looks like were snowed in. Ordinarily T
would be reallf hd.?P).' to be stuck in the house,
because it wcmlcl Sf\n: me a Sco& excuse to P|ny Ne+
Kritterz all dﬁf long.



But my account is locked thanks to Mqhhy.

fﬁ\ few Jd)fs ago Mom decided i+ would be a soo&
idea +o teach Mﬂhh how *o use ‘I'}ne cam?u‘fer,

so she let him Pln ah ry Net Kritterz account
while T was at s:{ool B?( the time T got home,
Man‘n?’ traded in ever?r*l'hhs T ever earned in the
game {or tokens and then blew all of them in the
Kritterz Kasino.

[o]
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And the worst part is that Mnhhf somehow
{Isurec} out haw +to dw.hse m?( PASSWORD, 50
now L cant even ?ln;{ the game and earn my
stuff back. For +‘r~.e Pa.s'l' few &a?!s I'Ve been
getting e-mails from Net Kritterz telling me 2%
need +o se'l' back on the site , but there's ho‘i’hFhs
T can do about it.



And if something doesnt change soon, T dont
think my Chihuahua is gonna make it.
TO: Heffley, Gregory

FROM: Net Kritterz
SUBJECT: SO0S!

Dear Gregory-

GREGORY'S LITTLE FRIEND
misses you!

Purchase more tokens
for your wvirtual pet
before it's too late!

This isnt the only password Manhy has changed,
either. He figured out how to mess with the
settings oh our TV and c!'\dhser:l the "?areh‘ml
lock" feature.

The parental lock thing is supposed to allow
parents to contrel what their kids can watch,
but Mnhh}( d\ﬁhﬁt& the settings so +hat the ohl?r
shows we can watch are HIS favorites. And he
won + Si'ufa up '1'1'\[: ?nssword, rio matter }'\ow muc"\
we 'h’?' +o bribe him.



Luckil?' T can still ?1.17 video games oh the TV.
But Mom Just got +his exercise game, and now she
s?ehds an hour a da.y usihs m?( s?'s-hem.

&

When i+ got cold a few weeks ago, Mom said she

wanted H‘\e whole fqmil?l 4o use her exercise game

so wed s-l'q?' active Jurihs the winter. T +ried
it out, but T dont r‘ed.H.P« like to sweat while T'm
P|o.?(ih3 video games.



The Prab!em is, the game kee?s track of how

muc}\ ?(ou exercse eac}\ &dy, So Mam wds on m?f case
about not using it. But then T 'Fisurecl out T
could use the controller instead of my body, and
within a few &nrs T had all the Hﬁh scores oh

the game.
YOURE
DOING 2 .
GREAT!

\When Mom saw m h[sh scores, she took it as a
personal chaliehse to beat them. T feel like T
should Probnbl}; come clean and tell her T cheated,
but she’s a|rencl}; lost five ?ouh&s +r‘yih3 to get

on the leaderboard, so T think Tl do her a favor
and kEEF m?( mou'l‘h shut.




Mom a1wa?fs says T need +o sPehd less time on
the couch and more time beihs, active. But +:he

way T see it, Tm Jus-f cohserving my sher's)r for
later on. When all my friends are in their eish‘h'es
and their bodies are broken down, Tl just be
getting started.

This morhing Mom wanted to turn on the weather
channel to see when the blizzard was going to
end, but thh?’ wasn+ bu&sihs on the pqr‘ch‘h!
lock, so she went into the kitchen and 4urned on
+he radio.

'ﬂ-\e. weu'ﬂ-\er rePcH sui& wWe could ex?ed‘ dhoﬂ'\er
foot and a half a\'emiﬁ}\‘h which means this storm
is_gonha break all the records for our area b}( +he
time it’s finished.



On the one hand T was ?re‘H')f l‘m?w‘, because
that meant T had some more time to figure out
what 4o do about the Foike situation. But T was a
litHe worried, too. The snow was airtac{?( up to our

milbox, and it wasnt s%owfhs ah?f siﬂh of s-l'oFPihS.

Mom wasnt stressed out about the snow, ﬂmush.
She said it was a Soocl o??or‘?uhi‘l?‘ o slow down
and relax and told me T should 90 down in the
storage room to get a Puzzle.

But H\ere was ho WAY I was 3&+-Hh3 d Puz.z.le
from the storage room. T have a bi& Pi‘\abia
about Pu:.zJes, and 'Hw'i"s because once when I
30+ ohe out of the basement, T o?shed the box
and i+ was full of CRICKETS that had made a

nest ih H-\ere.
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After lunch Mom said that even +housh we were
gonha miss school, she was gonhna make sure we
didn’t fall behind in our education. She said that
+wo hundred years ago all +he kids went +o school
in one classroom and that we could do the same

sor+ of ‘l'Jhihs in our house.

But if T was in the same classroom as a kid
Nahh?"s age back in the old &a)’s, T would have

gone bananas.
“B" SAYS "BUH.
BUHS "BUH




Saturday

Last hish-l' Morm br’aush'i' up some stuff from +he
basement fo keep us entertained. She found a
magic set 1 got for my sixth l:uir‘ﬂv.do.?(, and all
the tricks were still in i+.

T never red"?' Plu?’e& with the magic set because
T couldnt read the directions when T get it. But
'I'o&a.?t T read 'H\raush the instructions and +ried
a few 4ricks out.

Hole-in-the-Table Trick 1
Tell the audience there’s a
magical hole in the table and that
you can prove it by pushing a
plastic cup straight through it. ry

Puta piece of tinfoil overa plastic | Slap down on the empty tinfoil
cup and wrap it tight. shell with your hand, standing
up at the same time.

- The plastic cuf
will fall out o
l your lap and
= > onto the floor,

Slide the plastic cup toward you ( making it seem
and allow it to fall out onto your asifit has

lap. But don't let your audience passed through
see you do it! the table! Voila!

The first 4rick worked prefty well, and T had
Mnhh))‘ believihs +here was dtfud")f a maical Nole
in the table.



T r‘ca.lly wish T hadn+ done that +rick for
Mlﬁhh?f, though. When Mom was in the bathroom
wo.shihs her face, Mnhh?r got her slasses off the
&re.sser ah& broush-l' -ﬂ\em into -{"ne ki‘l‘cheh +to +rf
the 4rick himself.

Do

When Mom got out of the bathroom o look for
her glasses, T had 4o tell her what %qp?ehed.




Mom is ?ro.d'icall?r BLIND withaut her slqsses, so
s}-\e sm’d me uhd Radr‘ick were gohha hnve ‘o ht’.l?
her out with Manny until Dad came home and she
could get a new pair. Rodrick said he had some
vrgent homework assignments to work on, and
he took off for the basement, |r.n'o'Fh3 me to deal
with I"'lnhh}(.

T had o brush Mu.hh?st teeth and tie his shoes,
and then T had to make him breakfast. T ?oure&
some milk in the bowl and then dumPc& Mahh?('s
favorite cereal on +op.

Well, Mahr-?' was upset that T Poured the milk in
first, and he had a fit. He wanted a new bowl of
cereal since he said T did i+ in the wrohg order.

But I diclh*-r want to waste a ?er-re.c-Hf Sood bowl
of cereal, so T refused +o do it.



Mom asked what was goihg oh, and T +old her
Mahh?f was just be?hﬁ ridiculovs. T Ex?ec-h:d her +o
back me up and ell Mth-?( to just eat his cereal
the way it was, but Mom said she wouldnt eat i+
with the milk Poure& in first, either.

2 1

You krow, back in +the old &n?'s adults were

resPed'e& because of how wise +he?‘ were, and
Feovle went to them 4o 1‘\51-‘7 settle dis?ui'es.




Nowqda’ys it's a whole different world, and half
the time T wonder if grown-ups should ren”y
be in c’nnrae.

CAN YOU SHOW US
HOW TO WORK. THE
MICROWAVE AGAIN?

; O G
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Morm went vpstairs o +ake a shower, and after she
was finished she :yelle& down and said there were

no towels in the bathroom. So T got one from the
linen closet and tried o give it to her. But the
handoff was +rick}( because she couldnt see and T
was Shuﬁ[hs, my eyes as +-'3}\+ as T could.




Later that morhing Mann had o use the
bathroom, and Mom said she needed me +o go in
there and l:ee? him "eh'l’cr'fa:'hcd." But '|'"\d.'|"5
where T put my foot down, becavse T knew what
she had in mind. Muhhy used o make Mom read
to him while he sat on the potty, but it just

escalated from there.

After Mahh}e was finished in the bathroom, Mom
said T needed +o make him lunch. She said he likes
1'\0'1’ dcaf_v,sJ so I Sa-t ohe out of 'H'\e refriaem‘l'or

dhd- ?u’f it in -er: microwave.

Mom told me l""lahh?‘ is rea"y 'ﬁhicl’(?l about the
wn?( l-\is mus-l'ard goes on ha’s }w-l' &os, mnd she sm'cl
he likes a s-brnish-l‘ line rish'f down the middle.

T didnt want a r‘e?en-\‘ of Mdhh}f’s breakfast
meltdown, so T tried to make the line of mustard
as ?er-{ec-ﬂy s+mi3h+ as Passib!e.



T was Pre++?f sure 1 30+ it ris}ﬁ.

Manny had another temper tantrum, 'I'}'\oua{-\.

1 +hou3h+ +he line must not have been s+ra.}31n+
ehauah_, So I 50+ a hu?th dhc,l. wi?e:l -ﬂ-\e muS'htrcl
off +o give it another *h'?( Bt T quess Mnhh?f
ﬂough-t -H-m‘l' ho‘l‘ dog was +a.'h+ed , So I \-md to

microwave another ohe.

This time T +ried +o be extra careful with the
mustard, but when T showed it to Mnhhy , it was
+he same exact result as before.

Mom asked me to describe how T was &th& i+,
and T 4old her T was mkih& a s-i'raiah-l‘ line of
mustard ulohs +he ieha‘l'h of the hot 403.



But Mom told me Mahh)z likes his line of mustard
ACROSS +he hot Jaa, and when T did i+ like
that, he ﬂm"y calmed down.

“---—._--""I

See, this is the kind of nonsense T'm &eu.hhs with
ris"\‘l’ now. LVe seen a lot of movies where a kid
m?r age finds out Jne's 30+ msiml powers and ﬂ*.eh
gets invited to go away to some special school.
Well, if Tve got an invitation coming, how would

be the PERFECT +ime o 5:‘# it.




Sunduy_

This morhing at 10:00, Mom +old me +o go
downstairs and wake up Redrick. But wheh ]:
walked down the basement steps, T could +ell

some-rh.'hs Was sarious!}( wrong.

ﬂ-\ere was at least a FOOT of water co'n.rerihﬂ
+he basement floor. T guess all +hat snow was
+oo much for the srouhd +o hold and i+ caused
the basement +o flood.

T +old Mom to come downstairs quick , and when
she did, she was REALLY u?srt that a bunch of
our stuff was ruined. But to be honest with y‘ou,
-Hwera were some +JnEh35 ﬂoo.'l'[hs in -H‘ne water +}-\n+
T didnt MIND getting wrecked.



Mom kee?s a "mmry box" for each of us kids,
and mine was on the bottom shelf, so it was
mos-H}z underwater. One of the +’nihss that was in
the box was m}! bed-weHihs calendar from when T
was e-'35n+ years old.

Let me Jus% So.)/ in "‘7 defense that there was

d ?e.rfecﬂy So::& reason w!\y I was we:Hihs +}\e
bed back then. Tn +hose Jays T drank a lot of
water before T went +o slee? at Nsh'h and then
T4 have these r.rﬂ.?f dreams that made me need

OUR HOSE 1S RIPPED!




5 Fincd'ly Figured out what the issve was, but not
before T- 50'1' five {r’awh}(—{"‘uce stickers in a row.

=—

Some of the }ecnrbooks from my eienehh:ry school
da)fs were soaked, but T didnt mnd that, either.

M?( -ﬁ-F-fh-srade yedrbook was in n}' rnemor?f box,
and that's the one where we were allowed +o
choose whatever kind of ba:ksrouhd we wanted for
our school picture.

T was the ahly kid in the whole school who chose
“Natural SeHihs."



’7‘}"’/;"4

Haverly, Heath, Heffley, Henry,

Jordan Olivia Gregory Jared
T knew T should've Just gone with a re.suld.r
bdckst’cuhd, but Mom '}ulkcd me into it w’nth +he

forms came home from scheal.

T dont re.nﬂ?( understand wl\?f Mom was so upset.
Most of the stuff that got ruined was in the
basement for a reason, and that's becauvse we
never USE i+. One of the ‘l’}\fhss Mom was reo.ll?‘
sad about was a HSPaoh carousel” Gammie gave us
five or six ?fears ago.



T think we were su?PaseJ to collect a spooh from
ever cau'rﬁ'r?f in the worH, but we ohl?( 3::-1' up

+o ga.mdq.

T did feel FreH}r bad for Mom when she found
out one of the f:umﬂ)f ?ho-i'o albums got ruined. A
few Yedr‘s ago Mom got into Scl"a?baahh&, and
she s?eth a lot of time cwr'{'iha out ?ic-l‘ures and
do.’hs +hese renll){ fahcf ?ho'l'o pages.




But there's one page in that album T didnt like,
because Rcdrid: alwn?(s teases me ubau+ it. 'I-!"s
-H'\e ohe w’nere I l\ad a breqk&owh before a ?oh;,'
ride at the state fair.

Rodrick nlways says T was scared of the pony.
but that's not 4rve at all. T was scared of +he
vy HANDLING +he pohy. but Mom crowe&
HIM out of the picture.




S?t:dkihs of Rodrick, +he ﬂoodihs didnt seem o
bother him at all. Tn fact, Tl bet if T hadnt
woken him up he wouldve keP‘r S1eePih3 even if his
bed floated up the stairs and out of the house.

'ﬂne rest of -ﬂwe &d.}( was Pre.-H?/ awful. T!ne water
in the basement ke?‘f Se‘H'Iha H\g*‘\er, so we had
1o make a bucket reld?' line with some of Mdhh?',s

sand pails.




Dad called from his hotel room to check in on

us, and Mom told him what thPehed. Pad said
he was rcn"?’ sorry he wasnt home o \\ei?, but
Somﬁhihs tells me he's OK with the way +hih55

worked out for Hm.
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T would LOVE 4o trade places with Dad rishi-
now, because he's got a clean room and a k[hs-size
bed all o himself.

ro oy A

Mom 4old me and Rodrick that since the basement
was flooded, were gonna have to share MY room.
She said it would be Sood for both of us o get
use& ‘o deihs a "roornm-h," beco.use it was ?rudice

for -:.nﬂese.



Me and Rodrick shared a room +this summer for

a weekend. We had +o sPehd a few dq?!s at
Gramma's while Mom and Dad +ook Mqhh?( to a
kiddie amusement Par‘k. Gramma has a 3u=s+ room,
50 I -Fisu'r’e& one a-F us Would siee? on }m:r caut}m
and the other would get the guest bed.

But Gramma said the sueﬁ room was “ocw?ie&," 50
we_couldnt slct? there. She'd given +he whole room
+o Sweetie, the cfos we gave her. But fou'& har:ll?'
know he’s the same 403, because Gramma feeds him
so much he looks like a tick that's about +o pop-
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Gramma said me and Rodrick could slea? "rose-rher
on the ?uuow} couch she has in the lr".'fhs room.



But +hat couch is covered in ?ldsﬁc because she
doesnt trust us kids not to spill something oh it.

So me and Rodrick spent a whole weekend sleeping
side b)! side on a queen-size Pu"ou-{' couch. T'd wake
up every morning in a pool of sweat, and T dont

even know if it was Rodrick’s or mine.

ITm pretty sure +hat in prison you slee? in bunk
beds, so i -H-xe?' lock me vp at least Tl have

a better slecPihs nrrqhsemeh‘i' than 'L did at
Gramma’s this summer.



Monda

A'F'I'er +welve "\oul’s of S}wl’ihﬂ da room wI'H\
Roclricl:, I'h +hih|l:.'h3 of mrchihs down o ﬂ-\e
police station and furning myself in. Because there’s
ho ?thshmeh-!- -ﬂ-\e?f can dream vp that could be
worse than what Tm &ealihs with at home.

Las+ hish'l' Rodrick {)rau‘a!n“i‘ @ I:-u'n-:h of HS stuff
from 'ﬂ\e basement and P"'+ it m?* room. 'ﬂnis i5
SU?Fase& to be a *I‘em?o'r‘dr'?' |}vih3 situation, but
Rodrick is treating it like a permanent one.

b 5 e i
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Rodrick’s So‘l' his drum set on stacks of books 4o air
it out, and his d.‘rﬁy clothes are EVERYWHERE.



This mrﬁha when T was seﬁiha dressed, T ?u+
on a pair of boxer shorts that was sitting on my
dresser. But by the +ime T realized it was nr.‘h.;u."y
Rodrick’s c!rr‘ly underwear, it was ‘oo late.

So until Mom did a load of lnuhdr?!, T wore my
Halloween costume. T+ was vncomfortable, but at
least T knew for sure it was CLEAN,

This afterncon we were down in the basement
setihg, if +1here was nh}«-fhihg we -:aui& sql'.'ase

from +he flood.



T noticed Sohe‘l'hihs strange ﬂou-h'hg, in the water
in the storage room, and when T ?icked it up T

almos+ Pnssed out.

At first T thought it was a real {mb?', but then
'I realized it was rr:?’ Ichs-—ioS‘i’ do", A“Ft'chdo‘

After all this +ime, Alfrendo wasnt 100’::’1"\3 +o0
sood. T +hink a mouse mustve so‘H’th 4o him, and
s?eh&-‘hs a da?r in the water didnt }xeiP, either.



But in a weird way T was kind of 3lad to see him.
T was |F‘Jih3 with the SUFH of lr.:-sihs Alfrendo for
all these vears, and now T found out he was in
the house all a!ohs.

Th fact, T couldnt ﬁsure out how he wound vp
in the storage room. But T realized it HAD 4o be
Dad. He was never renﬂy on board with the whole

doll idea, and T'm sure he got rid of Alfrendo
when T wasn't |ool:ih3.

T -ﬁsurcd T4 confront Dad about kf&mFPiha n}(
doll when he get home, but at the moment T had
bigger things to worry about. The first one was
wha'l' I was 3c-hhn B



Over the past few da?'s weve been runhing low on
\{oa&, and if this snow doesn't mel+ quick; T dont
l-'.how WHAT we}re. Sohhu. &o.

Mom was saPPosed to go Srocer?ﬂ s}\aPPihS the &a.y
the blizzard hit, so we have less food than usval
+o ﬁaeih with. She said were gonha have to start
"rd.'l'iohihsn untl 5}\& cah go back out.
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That could be a while, -H'\ous}\. The show is Fiie&
vp +hre.e feet }\ra]\ dsdihs‘} -ﬂ-\e front dool’; so
were bd.simﬂf -h*a??ed nside.




And Rodrick is sPoi]ihs the food we DO have
lef+. He drinks milk straight from the carton, so
‘ﬂ’xer’e's ho wn?r I'm gonha +ouch ‘l'ho.*f now.

GLUG

GLUG GLUG
i

T nc'h.-d"); kind of mad at Dad, because if it
washt for him, wed have all the milk we wanted.
A few ?fe.ars ago T won a contest at the state
fair wher: )«ou ]md to guess lnow much a I}qb?! 305.‘1'
we?sha&, and the winner 30'\“ to take it home. T
sutssed the weis'n‘l' rish*i', but Dad wouldn® let me
have the goat. And if we had that goat, T could
have a 51.155 of milk whenever T wanted.




Mom found some burritos in the back of the
freezer last night and made them for dinner,
but 'H'\e)r tasted -Fuhh?f, so T wouldnt eat them.
Mom said T needed +o eat SOMETHING, so T
had ke+—:hu? as my mdin course.

Manny didnt seem to mind the burritos, but hell
eat just about ANYTHING as long as he's got
his favorite condiment on it. When Sweetie lived
with us, he used 4o chew on +he {furniture, so we
SPrn?rcd it with this stuff called “Bitter A?Plc
S?rn}e" that doss cant stand the taste of.

YucCk!
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But for whatever reason, Mﬂ'nh?f LOVES +he
+aste of Bitter A??lt S?raf, and to this &ny he
uses i+ on almost everﬁ}\;hg he eats.

SPcﬂkihS of Sweetie, ¥ 3o+ So huh&r?‘ ‘h::du.y that
T was s:rEausl}f ‘r!'\ihkihs about en-h'hs some of the
405 treats T found in the back of our Po.h‘h}!.

H
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But Mom told me ﬁ\e?( have different standards for
mkihs &03 food than ’rhe}; do for ?ea?le food, so
+hat s+o?Pe& me from enfl'ihs o.h)r, at least for now.



T cant believe T'm ?ro.cﬁca"?f starving here
while Sweetie is livihs the 300& life at Gramma's,
ch‘joyihs her home-cooked meals.

1 on\y have m?fszl\c 1o blame about the food
situation, 'l‘houﬁ"-- We had a bunch of canned
{food until a week before ﬂ\nhkssi\rihs, but then
I gave almost ALL of it to the Food Drive at
school. T got rid of the ﬂ\ihSS T dont like o
eat, like ?'am-s and beets,




But Tl bet whoever SO'I' our rejec+s s }mviha 4
?re-H'f saad laug,h about i+ r.'s}-.-t' now.

T was s+ar+r'h3 +o wonder whether +m+hFas+z had
any nutritional valve when T remembered T ac-{‘uull)r

DID have Same-ﬂ-\ihﬂ edible in my desk drawer.

When Dad wouldn+ let me +ake the goat home
from the state fair, Mom got me a gant
sabs+o??er to make vp for it. T spent the whole
fall workihs on that -Hwihﬁ.




5% ﬂg,ure if we DO run out of food in the house,
that snbs{'o??er will h&l? me survive at least

another week.

Toh-fgh'f the electricity cut out for a few seconds
and *H\e'n came back on. Mom said 'ﬂ\era was a lot
of ice on the power lines and we were ?robaf:l}z
gohna lose our eledﬁci-l)ﬂ at some point.

She said if that ha?Pehed , we needed 1o keeP the
freezer cioar c'|osed 50 'H'\e {ood inside &f&h"f -wa

out and get ruined. She also said we'd need 4o
keeP the doors to the house shut so we didn+ lose

too much heat.
L
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Mnhh}! 501’ REALLY uPSE'I‘ 7 and w{'\ehe‘fcr he.
gets scared he hides in his room. One time when
T"lnhh?( was younger, T +4old Kim a witch lived in
our basement, and he got reall s?aoked. He went
missing for a few hours, but we eveh‘i'un“?! tracked
him down o his sock drawer.

Mom was ris}ﬁ' about the eiedr[ci’ry, because
fifteen minutes after }wr’ Pru&ic-h'oh P -’r}\a power
cwt off and didn* come back on. She 4ried o call
+he electric company, but her cell P}nche ba‘Her?'
was clcu.cl. E\re 5nour ﬂ'\t hm?erd-ture &raP?e.d
nha‘ﬂﬁer +wo or three &esrees, and we had o Sd

a blanket o kaeP ourselves warm.

cHiTTER CHATTER CHATTER
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Mnhhf Just s-I'o.?ted in his room the whole ime,
and IJM sure he was scared out of .h[s mind. I was

a.-:;-hmllf ?re'Hy worried mysehf.

When ?‘ou‘re used +o having elec‘!'T‘icH?' and +hen all
of a sudden its taken away, ?’GUJT'E ba.sically Just
one step awu;-f/rom 5eihs a wild animal. And with
ho ?hone or , We were ‘I'o'hll?( cut off from +he

outside world.

T wouldVe fel+ a lot better if our street was

?lowed, becavse then wed at least be connected +o
the rest of civilization. But T'm sure +he snawPlaw
SU}( is gonha come +o our street last, because e\rer?(

+ime he comes up our hill ke gets ambushed.




There remll?' washt any point in s-l-nfr'hg awake, so
IJUS'T went to bed, and Rodrick followed me into

the room a few minutes later.

I-f was -{reezihs, caH i d.h.-.J: I renembared a sto
'I read in a mnsaziht: about +1-.ese. two guys Hho
were s-l‘rnh&e& out in -I'!ne wildemess and had to
share a sleePihﬁ bas to conserve bo&?( heat.

I loake& over at P\o&ﬁck dh& "H\ous*ﬁ‘ about i+
for a second, but then T decided m}e dishH}l was

more important to me than sﬂ}dhs alive.

All T can say is, ?risohrs gotta be a lot better
+han THIS. I’m Pre‘H?' sure ﬂ\cy suqruh‘l':e ?(ou a
warm cell and three meals a day, so when the ?alice

do come back, believe me, Tl be r“&f to go.



'Tuesdu.z‘

When T woke up -h:dny, T realized Td somehow
lost Alfrendo again, but T wasnt +oo upset about
. T was pre hnﬁ:y +o be reunited with mf
doll )(esi'erclnr, vt it hasn't been ea.s)f Pfck.’h\g up
where we lef+ off.

This morning T noticed i+ was snowing a lot less,
but the elec+rici+>f was still out, and Mom said
we were just gonha have to adnp‘f +o our new
circumstances until the snow melted.

She said T hadn't showered in a few cln?ls and T
couldnt live like a "sn'\mse. "1 PromiseJ Mom T7d
bathe TWICE a &a?( ohce the elec'l'rfci-l?( cdme
back on, but she made me g0 u?s-i'u.ir‘s +o take a
shower anyway.



The water was {r:eths cold, and the oh!y +owel
n -ﬂ'\e bn‘l‘hr’aom was one Mom used }»‘es-fer&qf. So
T had 4o clr’yr mysel-r with some gavze T found in
the cabinet under the sink.

DAB
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After T got dressed, T heard a knock on
the front door. T 'H\ougl\‘r mqua the police

had ff-m"?' come to take me away, and T fel+
din;(. But when T looked out -’rl

/

e wihdow I Sdw

ROWLEY s+dhﬁih3 'H\ere, and he had SOmE'H*.Jhs
in his hands.




i 5 'H'xous’h‘l' Rowle?' had come to RESCUE us. But
when T ail;-ehec‘ the door, he told me he brm5h+ us
Christmas cookies, and then he asked me if T wanted
to come outside and play. T +old him he was out of
his MIND and asked him how his Fam'lf was surviving
without any zle-:+ricH7, but he looked confused.

Rwley said his -Ifamil?r still had el:c+rici+}e and
e‘mr}mhe else on the street did, too. And sure
e.hous#'\, I cculd see Pe.o?iels C}'\I“iﬁi‘ms Ifﬁ"ﬁs oh
up and down the street.

Then Rowley asked me if T wanted to make a
ljslnmmecl the door shut, but ohi?' after
1 helFeJ m‘ysdf to a few cookies.

Showman.

T +old Mom what Rowh?( said about the ale.c-l*rid-l?(,
and S}\c told me +o ge down 1o the basement to see
if there was somﬂﬁh& wrong with our fuse box.



Nheh I aPehaJ it up and locked at 'H'\e. arcurt
breaker, here's what I found—

'ﬂw ahb' switch +}m+ was ON was +he one for

Mnhn?(s room.

'I: ran uPS'fdu"l"S 5 and wﬂ-\eh I o?ehe& Mdhh?(JS door
T got a blast of heat. Manny was sitting +here
with a space %\en‘l‘er, a ?ﬂe of food 4 and a bunch

of OTHER stuff, +oo.

|
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When "i‘l‘\ihgs got bad, Mﬁhh}( mustVve ﬂsured i+
was every man for himself. T think he wouldve let
the rest of us freeze 4o &ea-f’n a5 io'na as HE hnd
le'.lr-.c:n,-\cﬂ-nI ‘o survive.

Mom asked Md«hh?’ w}x?! he cut off the power to
the rest of +he house, and he started Hubben'hs
that i+ was because no one ever *h:ush-l' !nim haw to
tie his shoes.

While Mom dealt with M,-.t'nhy , T went down

to the basement and switched on the circuit
breakers for the rest of the house. 'T’n:
e|:¢+r'ici+?f came back on, and the furnace kicked
in. A few minvtes after that, Dad called. He
said 'ﬂ\e }\ishwa}:s were clear ahd 'Hm'f he was

comihs “.om:.



T looked out the window and saw the plow coming
up our hill.

Mom said it was a miracle’ that Dad was aonhna

9
be home for Christmas Eve, but to be honest with
you, T had -i'a-l'd.il)( -Forso-!‘-l'eh what &o.?! it was
until that moment.

Dad ?icked up some food on the wa?‘ }\om, and the
rest of us ate like a Pack of wolves. And let me
Jus% say, I'" never take food for Sro.h‘i'ec{ a.&o.i'n.

Mom said she was gohna go out with Dad 4o ‘h'?l
and find a Place that was open +hat sold 31n55:5.



Before she lef+, Mom asked me +o take a present
down to the Paiice station for the TO? Drive and
?u‘l' it in the outdoor bih, because 'l'odo.?' was the
last dd?( you could turn a SJ'F‘I‘ .

But I wash+ teo eager to show face at the
Poh’te station, and T REALLY didnt need o
s?eh& Christmas in Jd?l. T knew T4 let some kid
down if T didnt 4urn in our present, H’\ous’n, So
T found a ski mask in our closet and headed out.

I'f +ook forever +o sr\‘ +to ‘ﬁ\e ?olir.: station, and
T crawled the last twenty feet to the bin Just to
?la_y i+ safe.



Once T knew the coast was clear, T stood up and
tossed the ?reseh-l' in the bin.

s e T o T T o 3, L Li o

Then T 4urned around and headed home. But
when T walked b}« the church, T remembered
Som:‘l'}\ihs. T had filed ovt a request for the
Givihs Tree, and I asked w}moever sofl‘ M)(
eh\re'lo?e to leave my cash under the rec?'clihs, bin

behih& +}~.e chur’ch.



The church ?nrk;hg lot was covered in show.

T was prethy sure +the rec)r:l-'hg bin was buried
somewhere behind the c}wrch, but T didnt know
the exact spot.

Luckily there was a shovel leaning vp against +he
wall, and T started &i&gih& 4o find the rec?(clihs
bin. But it wasnt in the place 1 ﬂmugh-l' it would
be, and T ended vp clearing out a HUGE area
lookih& for it.

I wish -ﬂ\e c’nurc!n had a ]-\osa aﬁache& +to -ﬂ\e back
of the buil&ihs, because that wouldve made the Jab
goa lo+ easier. I was ?re-H7 Jes?erﬁe +to 'ﬁhd
+hat envelope, because T ﬁsured if T was gonhha
start my life on the run, T could rea.ﬂ?( use d bis
wad of cash fo get me b?' for the first few weeks.



But when T -fimll}/ found the rec)(clihs bin, there

was ho erwelo?e beneath it.

T was ?re‘H'?‘ bummed on the walk back home, and
3 -For‘go-f all about beihs careful not to be seen.
So T was ‘l’o‘m“?’ uh?re?qred when T got to my
front door and a police car ?ulled in the clrivewa.y
ris}\‘r behind me.

5 & 'Hnou‘g}a‘r this was it for me, 5o T ran inside
and locked the door. But when the Pclice knocked,
Rodrick let them in.



i H‘\ougi‘\-l' about Jumping out the back window
and mkiha a run for it, but Tm shr} T didnt,
becavse T wouldve looked like an idiot. T+ turns
out the ?olice werent there for me at all. ﬂ\e'y
were just +here +o collect last-minute 3:'{‘1'5 for
+he 'Toy Drive.

o

1 +hau3!‘x+ +:I\a?f rm'si‘ri' be Hu-l"'-!fihs and that ﬂ'\e}f
were Jus+ usihs -i'}\e Toy Drive as a way of ﬂushihs
me out. But T finally worked up +he courage to go
+o ‘H‘*.e front daor, and 'I even broush‘l' a donation
with me and tried to act casual.

o o B8
e o




'ﬂ'\e ?olr'ce said 'i"ney couldnt qcce?‘l' a used ‘I'o?‘ a5

a donation and that 'H-\a?' were or::;zl +a.k[h3 hew
items in their origihnl Pdtknsihg. o.-:.+uuH}( +hink
ﬂ\e)r were just a little freaked out IJ); Alfrendo,
because ﬂ'me?ﬂ seemed +o leave in a l.-\urry after that.

Christmas

When T woke up +his morhing, T couldnt believe
it was C}-\rfsﬁ'mo.s u.‘n& I was in my house wiﬂ\
eltc+rici‘|7‘ and heat and wasnt on the run from
+he ?ahce.

I went dowhs-l'nirs to see if ﬂ\ere wds dh +Hh3
under the tree, but T was 'I'o-l'nll)/ shocked o find
there weren+ any 3i1c+s at ALL.




At first T thought it was all Santa’s Scout’s
fault and +that hed been ruhhing his mouth about
the trouble Tve getten m}zselac into lately. But
Mom came downstairs a few minutes later and +old
me Santa DID come last m'gh-t and that he left
our 3,.'%‘1'5 in the garage.

Mom said the showstorm rea.H)' messed up Santa’s
sahe&de, So he ran out of time to me Preseh—fs
and Just put them in Sarba.ﬂe bass instead. That
didnt make a lot of sense to me, but at that
point T was relieved 4o be getting any si-F‘l's at all.

il m_

The rest of the 1qu-u'|7‘ came downstairs, and Mom
said we could have fun rta.r.hihs in the trash bnss
and Suessih3 whn{' our SE-H‘S were.



T+ wasnt rea.lly the same. But T +hink Dad was
?r‘e-H'?( }nuP?-y he &idh’ﬁ' !I‘\d\l'e nh?l wrﬂ.P?a'hs ?a?er

+o clean Up-

Aﬂ'e.r I was done wH‘h 'ﬂ‘-.e SE{*I'S in the -I'ras}n
bus, Mom handed me a wru.??ed present that she
said was from HER.

I+ was my "Tower of Druids” srqplnic novel, so I
was a little confused. Mom said she felt bad about
-For'aihs K:hh}( Centazzos o.t.-'i'oaro.?’h, 50 s’ne
{-"ouh& out whera he was dFFcurEhs a few we_eks
ago and got my book signed for real this time.



She said she had +o wait in line for three hours
but she was th??’ 4o do it for me.

But {msed ohn wha-i’s written in m?l book now,
T guessing Kehh;( Centazzo didn't hear my

hame correct y-

%X(;%;&
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Ho?efu"}f T can find a rich 9vy named erFs who's
reall}; into sra.?lhic novels so T can sell it +o him
for a ?ile of cash.



Rodrick got a share drum and some drumsticks,
and Mahh;( got a bunch of +oys and a pair of
sneakers. Even +hou31n Mo 'l'qusjn‘l' Mahn}( how
1o tie his shoes yes-h:rciuy, it looks like he'd
\Prf.-lrer +o have her do it for him o.h?fwa}:.

After we were done opening presents, Mom said it
was time to go to church. T +old her we couldn't
g0 because we didnt have any clean clothes to wear,

but that's when she Puiled out three last sr'ﬁs.




1 re.ally like o sPend Christmas in my pajamas,
and the second you put on dress clothes, it feels
like it's over. So T decided +o put my clothes on
OVER my pajamas and ?ick up where T left off
ohce we 30‘1‘ back har-.e. But it was a mistake o
wear flannel pajamas underneath corduro;; pants
and a V-neck sweater for a +wo-hour service.

After we got home from church, T went vpstairs
to chnnse. 0 nc+un||}( had ?ud&'es of sweat in

m?( s}moes, s0 I }mc} +to en?“‘?’ them out in the
bathroom sink.

When T 501' downstairs the hewspaper was oh
the ch'c}\:h +o.|>LeJ and here’s w}mi‘ was oh the
front page—



The Daily Herald

Umdentlf' ed Do-Gooder Clears the Way

Unselfish Act Allows Soup
Kitchen to Open

kitchen, which many bess fomunate individuals rely
on for a hot meal on Chrsimas, But an unidentfied
Juvenile spent his Cheistmas Eve shoveling out the
church sidewalk w0 make sure that didn't happen,

Sen MYSTERY, AT

Well, the newspaper didnt emc*ﬂy get +he s—h::r)r
ﬁs*ﬁ‘ but ‘,I:rn hot gonhna cam?lmh. -l:h 'Fﬂ.C'f
'H'\u.‘f article msFure& me to Pu-t out a new edition
of +he "Ne:'shborhoo& Tattler.” And Tl bet we
can sell a TON of copies.

The Neighborhood
TATTLER &8
Masked Hero

|
The Tirttler can exclusively report that

the mysterious do-gooder who
showeled the church sidewalk an
Christmas Eve is none other than our
very own editor in chief, Greg Heffley.
“1 just wanied to do the right thing,*
said Hoffley when asked why he decided
Se HERO, AZ
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Greg Hoffley is In big trouble. School property has been
damaged, and Greg is the prime suspect. But the craxy
thing is, he's innocent. Or at lenak sort of,

The autherities are cloting
in, but when a surprise
blizzard hits, the Heffley
Family is trapped indoors.
Greg knows that when the
snow melts he's going to
have to f he music,
but could any punishment
be worse than bei uck
inside with your {:ml‘t'r' for
the holidays?

READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES—
the USA T{}dﬂyr Publishers Weekfy. Wall Street Jo :trﬂuf,

and #1 New York Times bestsellers:

“Jeif Kinney's Wimpy Kid is the new
wizard of the book biz.”
—Parade magazine
“The Diary of Wi;n::{ ! “Diary of a Wimpy Kid is bent
series is the big fish in on world domination.”
pu'ﬂl‘l!h‘lﬁs et

_The Hollywood Reporter i

‘One of the most succasshul
children's series ever published,”

—The Washington Post
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