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SEPTEMBER
Monday
T quess Mom was ?re-H'7 Frau& of herself for
ml:i‘ns me write in that JourmI las+ year, because
now she went and bough-l' me ahother ohe.

But remember how T said that if some Jerl:
cnu5h+ me cnr‘r?n'hs a book with "rlinr')f“ on the
caver 'I‘he?' were gohha 3&1‘ the wrohg idea?
Well, +hat's emc-ﬂy what th?eheJ 'fodo.?(.

L I

(MY BROTHER RODRICK)

Now that Rodrick knows T have another Journal,
T better remember to PPkeep this one locked vp.
Rodrick a.c+ua||y 9ot ahold of y LAST Journal
a few weeks back, and it was a disaster. But
dont even 3:’1‘ me started on THAT s+or?r.



E ven without m?ﬂ Rodrick Frabiems, hf Summer
was Pre-H)' Ious;;.

Qur {umilf didn't 90 dh;;w’;\tr: of do nhy-ﬂxihs
fun, and thats Dad’s fault. Dad made me th
+he swim team nsn-"n, and he wanted 4o make sure
T didn't miss nh?( meets +this year.

Dad’s 301‘ this idea ﬂ\n‘i‘ I'm destined +o be a
srmﬁ' Swimmer or Someﬂ\iha, 50 ‘1'}141"5 why he

makes me joih -i'he team e‘e‘er?' Summer.



At my first swim meet a couple of years ago,
Dad told me +hat when the umpire shot off +he
starter lf.-is’rolJ I was suPPased to dive in and
start swimming.

But what he DIDNT +ell me was that the starter
gun ohl;» fired BLANKS.

So T was a whole lot more worried about where the
bullet was gonha land +han T was about geting
m?'sel-F +to 'H'\E o+5n:r end of 'ﬂ\e ?001.




Even after Dad e:Pidimd the whole "starter
Pis+o|" concept to me, T was sill the worst

swimmer oh +the team,

But T. did end up wihhi‘ns "Mos+ ImProved" at
'1'}\3 awards bnhquﬁ' at ‘I+\e end of -!'he Summer,
That's ohl?( because there was a ten-minute
difference between my first race and my last one.

So 'I guess Dad’s still waiting for me 4o live vp
to my Pa*l‘eh*l‘iul.

Tn a lot of ways, beihs on the swim team was

worse +than beiha in middle school.

First of all, we had 4o be at the ?OOL b-yr 7:30
eve mrhihs 4 and 'ﬂ\e water was niwa?is

FREEZING cold.



And second of all, we were all crammed into two
lanes, so T alm.?'s had Sambo&y on my +ail Hrying

+to sﬁ' around me.

'Ti-\e reason we had to use two lanes was because
Swim Pmrﬁce was at the same +ime as 'ﬁ\e Water

Jazz class.

T o.-:+ua||?' tried o convince Dad o let me do
Water Jazz instead of swim team, but he wouldn't
go for it.

COME ON,
LADIES! GET
THOSE ARMS UP!




This was the first summer the coach let us bo'ys

wedr swim trunks instead of those skim?y racing
trunks. But Mom said Rodrick’s hand-me-down
bd.‘l"‘n'hs suit was "P:r&c-rl?l fine."

After swim practice, Rodrick would Pick me up in
his band’s van. Mom had +his crazy idea that if

me and Rodrick spent "-:EualH}z +ime" on the ride

home :\fer}' dny, we wouldnt ﬁsh-l' as rwc.]\. But

all it did was make ‘I'!nihss a lot worse.

Rodrick was nium);s a half hour late ?Jr.kihs me. up.



And he wouldnt let me sit up front. He said +he
chlorine would ruin his seat, even ﬂ-.ouﬂh +he van is
sam%?ng like fifteen years old.

g R

Rodrick’s van doesnt ac+ua|l}r have ahy seats in
the back, so T had +o squeeze in with all +he

band euiui?meh'f. Ahd every time 'ﬂ\e van came to
a s+o?; I }\nd +o 'Fru?' I didn+ se‘f my head-
+aken off b‘y one of Rodrick’s drums.
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I ended up wulkihs }\ohe. e.!-'er?' Aﬁy instead of
getting a ride from Rodrick. T figured it was
better +o Jus% walk the two miles than +o get
brain ddndge r'-'diha in the back of +hat van.

Hal'lfwny +}\r'ou5}\ the summer, T decided T was
Pre‘H)r much done with swim team. So T came up

with a +rick 4o 3&1‘ out of Pruc'!'ir.:.

T4 swim a few |n?5, and then T4 ask +he coach
i T could use the bathroom. Then T'd \juﬁ hide

out in the locker room until practice was over.

The onl?t Pr‘o*;lcm with my ?la.h was that it was
somcﬂ\ihs like 'Fori)f c}esrees in the bo?:s’ bathroom.
So it was even colder in THERE +han it was in
+he Fcal.




T had o wrap m‘ystl-F vp in Yoilet paper so T
didn't get "wﬂlo‘l'}mrmiu.

Thats how T s?m’r a ?r'e‘ri)r bEg, chunk of my
summer Vacation. And thats \-A'\?( Tri u::-hmﬁy Laol:ihs
forward o 30-‘!\3 back o school tomorrow.

Tuesday

When I 30+ +o school ‘I'm!a.?(, e\ttr}zba&y was
acting all strange around me, and at first T
didnt know WHAT was up-




Then T remembered: T still had the Cheese Touch
from LAST ?'ea.r. j: 3a+ -I+.e. Cheesz Tauc% n
the last week of school, and over the summer T
COMPLETELY forgot about it.

'ﬂ\: ?roblem wH'h 'I'he C]\ees-a Tauch is -i'\wa.'i' :(au've
got it unil you cah pass it on to someone else.
But hobod?' would even get within -Hm'rﬂ?f feet of
me, 5o T knew T was gonha be stuck with +the
Cheese Touch for the whole school year.

Lutkil}; , there was a new kid named J:ren?! Pindle
in homeroom, so that took care of THAT ?roHem.

WELCOME TO OUR
SCHOOL, JEREMY!

M}; first class was Pre,-Alsebra., and the teacher
'Fu'l‘ me r‘[s}ﬁ' next to A,le.x A_r’udd, -i"'he smartest
kid in the whole class.



Alex is SUPER eas?( +o coP?( off of, because he
always finishes his test early and puts his paper
down on ﬂ\e floor next to }w'm. So if I.. ever
get in a pinch, it's nice to know T can count
on Alex to bail me out.

Kids whose last names start with the first few
letters of the ni?hu{:e-# get called on the most
b}( +he -}euc’ner, and that's wh?i -H'\e.)r end vp
bcihs +he smartest.

Sore Peayie think thats not true, but if you

want +o come ciowh o h}( Sc}\ooh -I: cah Pr’o\ia it.

g

ALEX ARUDA CHRISTOPHER ZIEGEL

T can ahly think of ONE kid who broke the
last-name rule, and thats Peter Uteger. Peter
was 'H'\e smartest kd n 'H'\e. class all 'H'\e wo.?‘ up
until the fif+h srntie.



‘ﬂ\q-r;s when a i:-uhc}\ of us started si\rihs Hm a
hard time about how his initials sounded when you
said them out loud.

These da}rs, Peter doesnt raise his hand ot ALL,
and he's ?reﬁy much & C student.

b i quess T feel a little bad about the whole P.U.
ﬂnihs ahd w}\u-r ha??ehed 1o Peter. But it's hqu

not +to take credit whenever it comes up-




An;rwa.?ﬂ, -h:-&a?l T got ?“H?' decent seats in all
my classes except Se\feh‘l'jh—PerioJ HIS'I'ar‘y. N}(
teacher is Mr. Huff, and mm*l'HhS tells me he
hnd Raclrick a5 d s-h.-dch+ a few }eenrs buck.

MR. HEFFLEY, YOU'LL BE
SITTING IN THIS CHAIR
NEXT TO MY DESK.

Wedhes&q?_r

Mom has been mkihs me and Rodrick !‘.elp out
more around the house ! and now the two of us

are res?ohs-'ble for doihs +he dishes every hisH.

The rule is that were not allowed +o watch ary
TV or ?idy video games until all the dishes are
done. But let me J'us+ say that Rodrick is the

WORST dishes partner in +he world.



As spoh ds &?r-.her IS over, he goes uPS'l’aIrs ‘o -ﬁ\e
bathroom and camps out there for an hour. And
b?( the time he comes back downstairs e T

already done.
’ E
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But if T ever com?lo.ih 4o Mom and Dad, Rodrick

a.lwd?fs ?ulls out the same lame excuse:

My BODY

T think Mom and Dad are oo worried about
li+te brother, quhy, to get involved in a fight
between me and Rodrick ris}ﬁ' now dh?my.



Y:S'l'crdny ; Hﬂ.hh?d drew a picture at dﬂf care,
and Mom and Dad got renll?f vpset when ‘H’xef
found it in 5ni5 bdckPnck.

Mom and Dad ﬂ'wus}ﬁ the ?id‘ul’t was Su??aseJ
to be of THEM, so now -I’hey’re acting all |u\fe7
in front of Mahh?‘.

T knew who it was REALLY su?Posed to be in
+he picture: me and Rodrick.



We got into a {:*is blowout over the remote control
the other night, and Maniy was there to witness
+he whole +'nih3. But Mom and Dad don+t need 4o
ﬁhd out about THAT.

'ﬂwrsénr\f

Another reason my Summer was kind of lame was
because m?' best -Fn'ehd, Rowle?(, wds oh Vacation
PTE‘H'}J muc.'\ 'I'Jne w’noit. time. I -il.'\ihl‘. .'\a went to
South America or Some*l‘}'\ihaJ but +o be honest
with you, T not ren"?' sure.

T dont know if this makes me a bad person or
whatever, but it’s hard for me 1o get interested
in other Peo?le’s vacations,

MM HMM..L HEY,
HAVE YOU EVER
NOTICED THIS
FRECKLE BEFORE?

AND THEN WE'RE
GONNA GET ON A
BOAT AND CRUISE
DOWN THIS RIVER...




Besides, it seems like Rowie?"s me‘lf is a.lwa?'s
‘l'rn\t:l}hs +o some r.ra.r.?f ?lnr.c in ‘H“e wor|&, and
I cah hever kee? —H\eEr -’rn'?s s-i'rdis}vi'.

'ﬂm o"r’her reason I cloh"l care about Rcwie?fs -h"s'?s
is because whenever Rawley comes back from one of
his vacations, he alw-:)fs crams i+ down my +hroa+.

Last year, P\owle.f and his fmvd?( went to Avstralia
for ten Jn}fs, but from the wn?‘ hc acted w"\:h hc
got back, ;!ou'& think he lived there his whole life.

Another ﬂ-\ihs +hat's renﬂf uhhoy:'hs is that
whenever Rawley goes to some new muh‘fry , he
sc‘l's into whatever fad is Soihs on over +there.



Like when Rawle?r got back from E.uro?e two
ye.nrs 490, he 3o+ hnakeé on this Poy sihser
mm:t! "Jos}\ie," w}\o I guess is Some huse star
or Someﬂ\ihﬂ. So Rawie?f came back with his ba.gs
full of Joshie CDs and posters and stuff.

’
J(u*-‘-‘\'i\

WILD
) ANIMAL
HEART

T Hook one look at the picture on the CD and
+old Rﬂwle)f that Joshie was SUPPose& to be for
six-yeur-o!& girls, but he didnt believe me.
Rowlazv said T was Just jealous because he was
+he one who “discovered” Joshie.

And what made i+ reau?( irritating was +hat now
+his Quy. was Rowley'S new hero. So if T ever
+ried o say ah?f-l'hihs critical at all, Rowle?( didn+t
wanht to heqr i+.



SHOULD RESPECT YOUR
PARENTS AND FOLLOW

JOSHIE SAYS YOU

YOUR DREAMS!

H

U
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SFe.dkihs of -Faraiah countries, 'I‘o&d?' in French

class, Madame Lefrere told us were going o be

cl-\oosihs pen Pa!s this year.

When Rodrick was in middle school, he had a
seveh‘!'ceh—ymr—om Sir! from Holland as his pen
FnL T know because Tve seen the letters in his

Juhk drawer.

L Ziko the




Whah Ha&nm Lefrere }mh&ad out -ﬂ-\e 'Farms, I
made sure T checked off the boxes that would
get me a pen Pul Just like Rodrick’s.

But after Madame Lefrere read over my form, she
made me start over and ?ick asa.'h, She said I
had +o choose a 507 who is my age, AND he has
4o be French. So T don't exdc-Hy have 1‘\:’3}'\
!:\nPes for y Pe.rr\ml experience.

Je m‘aﬂaei le
r‘Dl\T | fFPe.

Friday

Mom decided o start matkihs Rodrick Pin:k me up
after sc}wol, Jus+ like }\e Fﬁ:ke& me up after swim
practice. T guess that means she didn* learn
from THAT experience. But T did. So when
Rodrick Ficke& me up ﬁ&dy, T asked him 4o
please take i+ easy on +he brakes.



Rodrick said OK, but then he went out of his
way o find every speed bump in town.

When T got out of the van, T called Rodrick a
bis Jerk, and then it got ?hfsicaﬁ. Mom saw the
whole '1’}‘.1'115 unfold from the livins room window.




Mom made us come inside, and she sat us down at
the kitchen table. Then she said me and Rodrick
were going to have +o settle our differences in a
“eivil manner.”

Mom Hold me and Rodrick we each had 4o write
down what we did wroha, and then we had +o
draw a ?.‘d'u'r'e to go “I"hﬂ with 4. And T Enew
E_ﬂ-.’_‘H;{ wherc Mom was aoiha m+3n THJ'J\T i&ea.

Mom used 4o be a ?r:s-:hoal +eacher, and whenever
a kid would do something wrong, shed make him
draw a ?It-l'u'r'e of it. I guess 'I"ne. i&m was to

make the kid feel ashamed of what he did so he
wouldnt do i+ again.

T will not break +he
Crayons because +hat

makes +he other children
Vel‘y sad.




Well, Mom's idea rﬁsh-l' Nave worked great on a
bunch of four-fmr-alds , but she’s going fo have
4o think of mmtﬂ'\ihs better if she wants me
and Rodrick o get along.

T will not call Rodrick names.
iii® WAAAAH!
9 a
"1"‘:_ -
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T will net pusf\ Gregory.

&2




'ﬂ\e truth is, Rodrick can ?re+|7' much freat me

any way he wants, because he knows there's m-l'h‘hs
T can do about H.

See, Rodrick is +he oh!}; one who knows about this
REALLY Enba.rrassihs ﬂﬂhs +hat ho.??emd +o me
over the summer, and he's been hoHihs it over my
head ever since. So if T ever +ell on him for any-
‘!'Hhﬂ, he'll sPIH ry secret to the whole world.

T Just wish T had some dirt on HIM 4o even
'!'hfhss out.

I do know ONE ernl;-a.rru.ssih& 'ﬂ\nhs about Roclrid:,
but T dont think it's gonnha do me any good.

When Rodrick was a soﬂwmr‘e, he was sick the Jay
'H*-ey did school ?l'\o‘l'os. So Mom 4old Dad 4o mail in
Rodrick’s freshman picture for the school to use
in +he ?fmrbaok.

Dont ask me how Dad screwed this vp, but he
sent in ‘Rodn'ck’s SECOND~3rnda Pic‘l'ul'e-



And believe it or not, i+ a.c'l‘ua!l?f 30‘!’ Prih‘!'ed.

rab

Harrington, Hatley, Heffley, Hills,
Leonard Andrew Rodrick Heather

Unfortunately, Rodrick was smart ehoush +o n‘?
+hat page out of his }(tarbook. So if Tm ever
gonna find some“l'hihs to use nsaihs-i' him, T
guess T have 4o kee? 4;33‘-“3'

Wednesday
Ever since Mom nssishe& the dishes 40 me and
Rodrick, Dad’s been going down 4o the furnace

room after dinner to work on this miniature Civi

War battefield of his.




Dad sFehds at least three hours a hjsh-l' down
there working on that thing. T think Dad
would be JMPP?( to S?Ehd the whole weekend
workr'hs on his battlefield, but Mom has
OTHER Plahs for him.

Mom likes to rent these romantic comedies, and

she makes Dad watch them with her. But T
krow Dad is Ju_ﬁ wai‘rins for the first chance 4o
break awa.y and g0 back down to +he basemendt.

Whenever Dad cant be down in the furnace
room, he mkes sure us l:ic{s kee? uwuy -From it.



Dad wont let me or Rodrick g0 NEAR his
battefield, because he +hinks we're gonna mess
s::me.i'}nihs vp-

Ah& earlier ‘h}day‘ I o\reri'\earcl- Du& So.?( same-ﬂ'\ihs
+o I"'-nhh?f to make sure HE doesnt g0 ?okihs
around back there, either.

I THINK I JUST
HEARD SOME
GRUNTING NOISES
COMING FROM THE

FURNACE ROOM.

5«+ur&dx

Rowle)r came over to my house *l-odu?‘. Dad doesnt
like i+ when Rowle?( comes over, becavse Dad
alwn(s says Rowle?e is "accident Pmm"“ T +hink
it's because this one time Rowley was eating dinner
here, and he dro??ecl a Pln'hz and broke i+.



So now Dad has +his idea that Rowie}z is going
4o ruin his whole Civil War battlefield in one
Hu’l'z.}: moVe.

anehe\'er Ruwle.?' comes over o m7 hause +]-\ese
&ays, 1‘\& 3e+5 -ﬂ-\e Same sl’e.a'l*ihﬂ-'

THE BASEMENT
IS OFF LIMITS.




Rowle?f's dad doesnt like ME, either. That's w}\?‘
I dont go over 1o his housa much dh?fmre.

The last +ime T spent the hiﬂ}\'i' at Rowl.e.?*‘s ,
we watched this movie where some kids 'hug}ﬁ
themselves a secret language that no grown-ups
could understand.

TRANSLATION: AT EXACTLY 2:30 PM,, LET'S
ALL DROP OUR BOOKS ON THE FLOOR.

Me and Rowlef +11003}'\'? that was ?I"e.'f‘l'?' cool,
and we tried to -Fisur’t out how to talk in +he
same lnhaunse the kids were using in the movie.

But we couldnt reu.iir get the ha.hs of i, so we
mde up our OWN secre+ lahsua.&e.



Then we tried i+ ovt at dinner.

YOUR-PA DAD-PA
SMELLS-PA

But ?\awicy‘s dad must h:we cracked our r.o&e,
because I ehde& vp 3e+-|'ih5 sent home befor‘e
dessar-h Ah& I ]-w.w:n'-i bceh .'h\rHeJ to suimhd
+he rﬁsh*l- at Rowlef's ever Since.




\When Rowle}( came over to my house +odd.7 , he
5rou5h+ a buhc}w of Pic+ures from his +r|'? wﬁ'}(\
him. He said the best Pnr‘-l' of his vacation was
when ‘!'he.)e went on a river safari, and he showed
me all +hese Hurr}( pictures of birds and stuff.

Now, Tve been o the Wild Kihgdam amusement
Fark a buhc\'\ of times, and -H-\e?( }\ave -H-u'.s River
RmPiJs ride where they have these awesome robot

animals like gerillas and dinosaurs.

Tf you ask me, Rowh?r's parents should have Just
saved their money and +aken him there instead.

DID YOU SEE ANY
SHARKS FIGHTING
GIANT TARANTULAS

WELL, AT
WILD KINGDOM
THEY DO. :




But of course Rowle?( didnt want to hear about

MY exni;-er.'ehc:s, so he Jus+ sdﬂ\cred vp his Pidures
and went back home.

Tohj35n+ after dinner, Mom made Dad watch one
of the movies she rented, but Dad r:nll): wanted
to work on his Civil War battefield.

\When Mom got up 1o go to the bathroom, Dad
stuffed a bunch of ?illows under the blanket on his
side of the bed +o make it look like he was aslee?-

Mom didn4 find out about Dad's Jtm?f until after

the movie was over.

She made Dad come to bed, even +hou3h. it was
ahl}z 8:30.



And row Hahhf sleeps in Mom and Dad’s bed,
because he's afraid of the monster that lives in

‘H\t 'FU rmace room.

Toesday

T ‘rkoua}\‘l' T was done h:mrihs about 'Rowlc}('s
+rip, but T was wrong. Yes-\':rdo.f , our Secial
Studies teacher asked Rowl:y 4o +ell the class all
about his vacation, and +odd?! he came +o school
wearing this ridiculous costume. But what was even
WORSE was when some 3ir|s came up o Rawie.y
at lunch and started kissihg his butt.

WILL YOU
TELL US MORE
ABOUT YOUR
TRIP?




But then T realized maybe that wasnt such a
bad 'I'hihs after all. So T started ?mrd&ihs
Rowley around the cafeteria, because after all,

he IS my best friend.
SOUTH
AMERICA!

ROWLEY HERE
JUST GOT BACK

yiA

Saturday

Dad has been -hkihs me to the mall eVar}z Sd‘i‘ul'&du?(
for the past few weeks. At first, T ﬂws]'ﬁ it
was because he wanted 4o s?:h& more time wi‘ﬂ\ me.
But then T realized he's Just mkhs sure he's out
of +he house for Rodrick’s band ?rdr:h'ces, which T
can +a+n||}( understand.

Rodrick and his henv}(-m-l'nl band practice in +the

basement on weekehds.



The lead singer of the band is this 3u?r named
Bill Walter, and me and Dad bum?ed into Bill on
+he wn}; out the door +odn?ﬂ.

MORNIN,
MR. HEFFLEY!

Bill doesnt have a job, and he still lives with his
parents, even ’r!'wush he's 1"hir1)'—\ci\re years old.

Tm pretty sure Dad’s worst fear is that
Rodrick is going to see Bill as some kind of role
model, and that Radrick will want +o follow in
Bill's -Foaﬂ‘i'e?s.

So whenever Dad sees Bill, i+ Just puts him in a
bad mood for -ﬂxe rest of the dq)r.



The reason Rodrick invited Bill 4o be in his band
was because Bill got voted "Most Likely 4o Be a
Rock Star” when HE was in h.'s,}\ school.

Most Likely to Be a Rock Star

Bill Walter Anna Wrentham

That hasn+t really worked out for Bill }’E+' And
T think T heard Anna Wrentham is in prison.

A,hywa}r, me and Dad went to the mall for a few
hours +oda?r, but when we got back, Rodrick’s
band Prndicc wash+ over vet. You could hear ﬂ‘\:
gquitars and drums from a block away, and there
were a bunch of random feenagers Zumaing out in
our Jr‘i\.‘ewn}'.



I quess ‘I'he.?! must .hd\re }\mrd 'H;\e USIC cah-uihS
out of -H\e basement anci 30+ drawn 4o t, sort
of like how maths get drawn to a 1535:\-#.

"ﬁq‘\eh Ddd saw all ﬂwse ‘fee.hnﬂers in ‘f}\e drhrewo.?' 4
he TOTALLY freaked out.

Dad ran inside o call +he <ops, but Mom
s"l'o?PeJ Kim before he could dial 11.

Mom said +hose teehagers werent &oina any harm,
and that '!'hey‘ were just "a.??r:cia*l'ihs" Rodrick’s
music. But T don+t even know how she could say
that with a s#uis!ﬁ face. And if you ever heard
Rodrick's band, fau‘cl know what T mean.



Dad couldnt relax with all those teenagers ovt in

our dr.'\'e.wa?f.

So Dad went upstairs and got his boom box.
Then he put in a classical music CD and let i+
P|u;,‘. Ahd- you would net BELIEVE how quitﬂy
+he c{riuewa?f cleared out after that.




Dad was Pre-Hy Proucl of himself for '!‘}-.Jhi:ihs vp
+hat one. But Mom accused him of getting rid of
Ra&rick's "-Fo\'ns" onh purpose.

WHAT? T CAN'T
ENJOY MY
MUSIC, TOO?

—
Suhcldpf

Ta&ay, on +he car ride to church, I Was mkihs
faces at T""'mr\\'w}«‘J +r>'ihs +o 3&1‘ him +o lqush. I
made this one face that made T"'iu.hh?( !uu&l‘u 50
hard that dp?'le Juice came out of his nose.




But +hen Mom said:

YOU COULD

HAVE KILLED
HIM!

Well, once Mom put +hat 'I'}\aua!n'l' in Ho.'nhy’s

’ncmL i+ was all over.

See? ﬂ'\is 15 +l~u: reasoh I- kaeF rn}»‘ distance from
Manny. E.‘.rer,y time T +r>; 4o have a little fun
with K;n, T end uvp regretting it.

T remember when T was youhsgr, and Mom and
Dad told me T was getting a li+tle brother. T
was REALLY excited.



After all +hose years of getting Pushc:{ around
b?' Rodrick, T was &E{EHH'EL?’ rencly to move up a
notch on the totem ?ole.

,

But Mom and Dad have nlwd?’s beenn SUPER
PI"O"‘EC'H\'E o-F Mahhf A ahJ 'H‘\ey wah‘-l' let me |d7‘ a
ﬁ'har.r on him, even if he +o+n||}f deserves i+.

Like +he other dd?‘, E ?lugsed in rny video game
S}rs-l‘em, and it wouldnt start. T ov":e.hed it vp
and found out that Mahh}( had stuffed a chocolate-
:‘*.-'P cookie in 'f’nc disc drive.



And of course Mdhh?' used the same excuse he
ALWAYS uses when he breaks my stoff.

T really wanted +o let Manny have i+, bt T
couldnt do o.h)r!’hihs with Mom s“mhd.’nﬁ n'a]-\-l' +here.

Mom said she would have a “talk” with Manny, and
H\ey went downstairs. A half hour later, H‘\ey
came back up to my room, and I"".ahh?( Was }\oldih@
something in his hands.




T+ was a ball of +infol with a bunch of ‘roo‘fhpicks
sticking out of it.

Dont ask me }\ow H-.:rl‘ wds SU?Posecl to make up
for my broken video game system. T went to
+hrow the s‘h.uPId +|'\ih3 a.wa.?f , but Mom wouldn+
even let me do THAT.

YOUR BROTHER

'ﬂm first -:'hnhce ']: Se-f, -ﬂ-\n-l‘ 'ﬂ‘.ihSJS Soihs n +l-\e.
+ru.sh. Becavse mark m?' words " if T. doh'-l' Se.+ rid
of i, T gonna end vp sitting on it.



Even Mah Mahh?i drives me +o+al|?' rwts, there is
ONE reason T lke having him around. Ever since
Mahhy started -Iulkhg,, Rodrick has shPFed mk.ihs
me sell chocolate bars for his school fund-raisers.

Ah& believe me, T sra‘?t;d for THAT.

BEFORE ...

YOU LIKE
TO HELP
SUPPORT ...

NOW ... :

WIKE SOME
CHOKWITS?




Monda

Madame Lefrere made us write our first ?erv?nl
letters 'Jde.?x. I Sa-l' a.ssishe& +o 'Hu's kid named
Mamadou Mah‘l‘PEerre, and T guess he lives
SomPluce in France.

I- know -I.'m suF?oSe& to write in Frehc}x and
Mamadou is SUFFOSEl'.JI to write in E.‘nslisln, but to
be honest with yous writing ih o for‘eish id.haua.ge

is ?rc‘i"ly hard.

S0 T ren"?' dont see the need for both of us to
stress out over this whole Pe‘h-'?dl +Hh3.

Dear Mamadou,

First of all, T think we should both just
write in Ehﬁlis\\ +o kee? ﬂihﬂs sim?le.

=

B}( -Hwe. wd?e, remember ]-\ow I said 'I was gohnd
end up sitting on any's s?ik?’ tindoil ball thing?
Well, T was half l'is:h‘l'.




Rowlcf came over ‘I'o&d.?f +o Ph?f video games, and
HE ended up sitting on it.

T actually kind of relieved, to be honest with
you- T lost 4rack of that +Hh3 a couPlt of &ays
ago, and Tm Just 3|n& it -ﬁhnﬂ?’ turned up-

Ah& in all ‘|+.e commotion, I 'H'\rew Hdhh)r*s
Hsi-ﬂ'“ in the Sa.rba.ae. But sm-:ri"hihs tells me
Mom wouldnt have s+o?Pad me this time.

We&h_es_dqy

Rodrick has an E.hsh'sh paper due tomorrow, and
Moms actuall mkihs Nim do it himself for once.
Rodrick doesnt know how o 1‘7?&, so he us:..»qﬂf
writes Hs papers out on notebook paper and then

hands them off to Dad.



But when Dad reads over Rodrick’s work, he

finds all sorts of factual errors.

WELL, FOR STARTERS,
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

DIDN'T WRITE "TO KILL
A MOCKINGBIRD."

Rodrick doesn't re.ally care about the mistakes, so
he tells Dad +o Just go ahead and 17;:& the
paper like i+ is.

But Dad cant stand 'I)lPihs 4 paper with errors
in it, so he JuS'I' rewrites Rodrick’s paper from
scratch. And then a ::ou?le c.}m?'s later, Rodrick
brings his graded paper home and acts like he did
i+ himself.




'ﬂ'\is has been am'hs on for a few ?(enrs, and T
guess Mom decided she's going to put an end to
it. So tonight she told Dad that Rodrick was
going to have 4o do his OWN work this time
around, and that Dad wasnt allowed +o hel? out.

Rodrick went in the comPufer room after dinner,
ah& you could htar Hm +?'Pih3 about one letter

a minute.

T could tell the sound of Rodrick v?ihs was
driving Dad fotally bananas. On top of that,
Rodrick would come out of the computer room
every fen mintes and ask Dad some dumb question.

WHERE'S THE
SPACE BAR




After a muP't of hours, Dad fim!!?t cracked.

Dad waited for Mom 4o go to bed, and +then he
*yPe.cl Rodrick’s whole paper for him. So T
guess this means Rodrick’s sysﬂm is safe, at

least for now.

TYPE
TYPE
T™PE

5

T have a book re.Pcﬁ' dve tomorrow, but T

reull?( not sweating it.

T found the secret +o &oiha book reports a |ah5
*ime ago. Tve been rdlk?hs the same book for the
past five years: “Sherlock Snnr-:y Does T+ Asuih."



'ﬂ*.ere are about twen shor‘l' stories in
“Sherlock Snm?’ Does T+ Asm'h," bt T Just
4reat each S-I'ory like i+s a whole book, and +he
+eacher never notices.

These Sherlock Sdhm?( stories are all the same.
Some grown-up commits a crime, and then
Sherlock Sdmm?' ﬁ'sur:s i+ out and makes the
person look s-fu?F&.

YOUR FIRST MISTAKE,

MR. BEASLEY, WAS
WHEN YOU FORGOT TO
CONVERT CELSIUS TO A

FAHRENHEIT!

T kind of an expert at writing book reports
by row. All you have to do is write cmr.ﬂy what
+he teacher wants to hear, and ?rou‘re all set.



Man, Sherlock Sammy is
so smart, and I’ll bet that’s
cause he reads so many
books.

%

7 ;fe‘f
4

L =

FThere were a bunch of —|

hard words in this book,
but I looked them up in
the dictionary so now |
know what they mean.

b M?"“@q

‘i“%gé@




OCTOBER
Momlu?(
T}wer‘e was a km’s named Chirns Gu?-!'a who was
ohe of n?' friends last r, but he moved m-.ra.?' in
Jure. His family had a bis Soihs-nmy ?ar*i?r, and
'I']'\e w*\ale m\gzﬁor}\oo& came. Dut I guess O;\ir“d.sls
-I'-‘a.r-ilf must have c}mhsc& +heir mind, because ‘I‘ac}af
Ch’ra.s was back in school.

E-\r:r}ronc was hn?lv to see C]'tirﬂ-s_ msnih, but a
cou?le of us decided 4o }\d.'ﬂ.' a litte fun wi‘ﬂ'\ him
before oﬁ'{cially wclcor-ﬁhs Kim back.

So we i':usi:n"y ?re'l'e.hded he. was s+l gone.




T have 4o admit, i+ was P“H')" -Fuhhy.

DID YOU
JUST HEAR
SOMETHING?

R1A.

At lunch, Cl'\iras, sat next to me. T had an
extra c}\ocalu.-fe—chi? cookie in rr.}{ lunch bo.s, and
I made a {:-ia deal about i+.

I WISH CHIRAG WAS
HERE. OH, HOW HE
LOVED CHOCOLATE-
CHIP COOKIES.

BUT I'™M SITTING
RIGHT NEXT
TO YOW!



OK, so nafb: that one was a litte cruel.

(GOBBLE GOBBLE
SMACK SMACK)

T guess we ll Proimbl?r let Chiras off +he hook
+omorrow. But then again, +his Tnvisible Chirqs
‘ﬂ\ihs tm.-i& turn into 1‘.11‘.& next "P.U."

Tuesda.?g

OK, so the Tnvisible Chims Jol:e is still going,
and the whole CLASS is in on it now. T dont
want to get oo far ahead of m‘ysel'f or uh}rﬁ-\ihs,
but T +hink T might have Class Clown in the
bds for dt’eamiha 'H-n's ohe up.

Thn Science, the teacher asked me 4o count the
number of kids in the classroom so she'd know
how many pairs of safe-l}t Soﬂsles to get out of
+he closet.



So T made a bfa show of counting everyohe in
-I'h: room exceF* Chird.s.

seaii e A
THERE ARE 34
PEOPLE IN
THIS CLASS.

\Well, that REALLY set C!-\Jro.s off. He got vp
and started elling, and it was really hard +o
stare s-rmish-l' ahead and act like he wasnt there.

HUMAN...
BEING...TOO!



T wanted to tell him that we never said he wasnt
a human baihs, its \ju!‘d' that he's an INVISIBLE
hurman beihs. Bt T rwusc& +o k:e? l-y mouth shut.

Before you go and say T a bad friend for teasing
C]\ir'as, let me Just say +his in my own defense:
T'm smaller than about 95% of the kids at my
Sc!naoi ; S0 wheh it comes to ﬁ'h&ihﬂ someoing I cahn

nt"rua.[[?‘ ?»'cl: oh, my options are ?rz‘r'I?! limited.

And besides, T'm not 100% 4o blame for erniha
up this idea. Believe it or not, T got the idea
from Mom. This one time when T was a kid, T
Was Fldfihﬁ under the kitchen +able, and Mom

came |oakn'hs for me.

HAS ANYONE
SEEN GREGORY?




T don't know what made me do it, but T decided
+o ?ln‘y a Joke on Mom and $+:17 hidden.

Mom went all around the house cnllihs my hame.
T +hink she must have finally seen me under the
kitchen table, but she sill ?rei‘eh&e& she didn4
know where T was.

POOR GREGORY, ALL
ALONE IN THE SNOW.
OH, BOO HOO HOO.

i +]housh+ it was ?rrH}r -Fuhhy, and T ?robnﬂ?'
wouldve staved hidden under there for a little
while more. But Mom 'l'-ihd"?' got me o crack when
she said she was gonha give my Sum-bnll machine

4o Rodrick.



Se if you want to ?ofh‘b -I':Ihszrs on the Trwvisible
C‘nirng Joke , now you know who's re.dlly to blame.

Thorsday

Well, }ees-fer&a.}e : C}\Ema Pre.-l-r?f ruch gave vp on
+r}!ih5 to get anyohe in our class o talk 4o him.
But 'fodd?‘ he found our weakness.




E &-rao‘r ALL about Rowicf. \When the Jok‘
first started up, T made sure to ke.e? him awn)(
from C}-\irna; becauvse T had a 'lEEELi-hS Rowlc)f
would blow the joke.

But T quess T kind of got too coc.kr and let my
3:;:1!’& &awh.

CHmS started warl:ihs oh Pxowley at lunch, and he
cdme rea.liy close 4o seﬁihs him to crack.

IF YOU SAY I
EXIST, THIS
CORN DOG IS
YOURS!

9 o
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.
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T could +ell Rawle?' was about to say som‘l'}\ihs,
so 1 had to act c{uick. T +old everyohe there
was a ﬂaa.‘i'ihs corn 403 hoverihs above our Iun':h
table, and then T plucked i+ out of the air and
ate it in two bites.



So thanks to my quick 'H\ihkihs, we were able to
keep +he Joke 3nih3.

(GOBBLE, SMACK.)
NOT AS GOOD AS
THE REGULAR
KIND, THOUGH.

TERaE

But that REALLY made Chirag mad. He started
?uhchihs m?z arm, but of course I .'\d.cl +o Pre.-hh&
like T didnt notice.

And let me +ell you, +hat wasn+ gns)( 4o do.
Chiras r‘isl;ri' be small, but that kid can mll}; Pund-.

IS THERE A FLEA BREATHING
ON ME? BECAUSE IT FEELS
LIKE A TINY LITTLE FLEA 15
BREATHING ON ME.

FEITE
P




Frf:!n;

Well, T guess Chirns must have mmPiaihed 45 a
teacher about my litte J'al:e, because +odd.?( i & got
called down to the front office.

When T got +o Vice Principal Ro?"s room, he was
?!"E‘f“ff mad. He knew all about how T started the
Joke, and he gave me 4 s?eec)n about "r‘es?ec-!‘"
and “clece.‘nc}(" and all +that.

But |uckii}a, Mr. Ro got one crucial fact wrong,
and +}1n+ was the i&eh-fH}J of -H'\e persoh we
were Fla?rihs +he Joke on. So that made the
o.?olosy part a whole lot easier.

I AM DEEPLY SORRY,
AND NOW I DO
INDEED ADMIT THAT
YOU EXIST, SHARIF.



Mr. Ro?r seemed PreH? satisfied with my o.Polag,?‘,
and he let me g0 without even +ucl:.‘h5 on any
detention.

I've u.lwd?es }mﬁrd ‘I”nd'f w*\eh Mr. Roy is dohe
r.}\ewihg a kid out, he sends them off with a pat
on the back and a lolliPoP. And rnow T can +ell
you firsthand that it's +rue.

1 ucke *
:

N
Saturda

Rowley's birthday pa is tomorrow, so Mom
+ook Ze +o the {ujl ::73-31‘ him a S,E-F-i'. T ?Jcked
out this cool video game +hat Just came out, and T
handed i+ 4o Mom so she could pay for it. But Mom
said T had o bny i+ with my OWN mohey.



T told Mom that first of all, T have zero mhe?(.

And second of all, if T DID have any mhe?f, i
wouldnt be wasting it on ROWLEY.

Mom didn+t seem too hnﬂ:y with what T said,
but it's not MY fault T broke. T actually had
a Job +his summer, but +he PcoPie T worked for
stiffed me, so T didnt earn a single penny-

\We have these heishbars named the Fullers who
live a few doors vp, and ‘H'\t?' g0 a.wa.?’ oh Vacation

EUET}( Summer.

'ﬂ\e)r us-.m.ﬂ?( leave +their &os, Princess, in the
kennel, but this yenr, H\e;; +old me ﬂ\:}f’d ?a.;y me
five bucks a day 4o feed Princess and +ake her
out. T -Fisured T4 eamn ehou&h to bu?r a whole
Piie of video games with that kind of money.



But I guess Princess is Suh-sh?‘ about Saih‘g‘ to
the bathroom in front of strangers, so T
ended up s?t:h&iha a lot of time S‘i'thEha
around in the hot sun waiting for this dumb &os
o hurrf up ahd 9o-

Td wait and wait and ho‘fhihs would }mP?eh,
and then Td just take Princess back inside.

But EVERY +ime T'd leave, Princess would make a
{':-55 mess in the \co?'er, and Td have 4o clean i+ vp
+he next r.ln.?(. Toward the end of the summer T
got smart and realized i+ would be a whole lot
easier to just clean up all of Princess’s messes a+
once instead of &oiha it every single Ad}(.



So T fed her and let her do her business on +he
Fo?ltr floor for about +wo weeks.

Then, +he day before +he Fullers were duve back,
T headed up +he hill with all my clmmhs 5u?Fl.'es.

But guess what? The Fullers cut +heir trip shor+
and so'i' home a &a?( EARLY.

- =
1 guess ﬂ\e}! didnt know its ?oiH'-. 4o call ahead
and let ?eo?le kinow when your ?lnhs have r.’nnhae&.



Towsh-r, Morm called a house meeting with me and
Rodrick. She said that the 4wo of us are alwa;ys

cmPlnin'\-\a +hat we dont have uh?( mhr_)ﬂ, so she
came up with a wn?z for us 4o earn some cash.

%Eh she Puﬂcd out some ?ln?r mohey she mustve
&us up out of a board game, and she called the
money “Mom Bucks.” Mom said we could earn Mom
Bucks {:y &n.‘\ﬂ.ﬁ chores and sood deeds and stuff
like that, and we could trade them in for
REAL money.

Mom handed us $1,000 each 4o get us started.

T ‘!‘l‘-aush‘i‘ T had struck i+ rich. But +hen she
r:x?iaim& that each Mom Buck was ohl;r worth a

T

Mom +old us how we should save up our Mom Bucks,

penny of REAL money.

and if we were patient, we could bu?r som‘l'hiha we
reall.?( wanted.



But Rodrick cashed in his whole stash before Mom

was even done -I'alkfha.

Then he went down +o the convenience store and
blew his mohey on some }\:d\rf—m‘l’a.l magazines.

T£ Rodrick wants to waste his mohey like that,
he can g0 ﬁg,"ﬁ' ahead. But Tm gonna be smart
with MY Mom Bucks.

Sunday

To&a?ﬂ was Rawley's bir‘t"\&a}; party, and he had it
at the mall. T sure T would have -Hmua,}ﬁ it was
a lot of fun if T was about seven years old.




That was the average age of the kids at Rowle?('s
?a.r‘l?i. Rowl:y invited his whole karate +eam, and
most of those kids are still in elemeh-i'a.ry school. T
Just wish T would have known what the par

was gonha be like so T could have sl:i??ed it.

We started off P!a.}(ihg these &DPE}’ Pnr‘i'y
games like Pin the Tail on +the Dohke?( and
stuff like that. The last game we Plu?'ed was
Hid:—ah&—f)uk.

M}y ?la.h was to just hide in +he ball pit and s-h:?(
ﬂ'\ert until ﬂ\e pe was over. Put some

OTHER kid was nlread?: in there.

T+ turned out this kid wasnt from Rowle)!'s
Pa.r-l?. He was from -H-\c LAST bir‘ﬂ-\dnf ?ar-!?-
+hat }\a?Feth an hour earlier.



T guess he must have hid in there ciurihg Hide-
and-Seek, and hobod?f ever FOUND him.

Se Rowle?f‘s 'Far-r)z had +o be put on hold while
the staff 4ried 4o track down this kid's ?ar‘eths.

After that situation got cleared up, we had cake
and watched Rowle?' open his gifts. He mostly
got a bunch of kids’ +oys, but he seemed P”’H}’
]ha?l?}( about it.




'ﬂ\eh Rowley*s Pureh-l-s gave }\Im -H-\eir Preseh-h
And quess what? T+ was a DIARY.

T+ kind of ticked me off, becavse T krnew
Rowley asked }\Is Pareh-’rs for a dinr}( 50 he could

be Just like me. After Rcwle;’ oFeheJ his present
H-\e. snid-‘

WE CAN CALL
OURSELVES THE
"DIARY TWINS™

. !
\ '—;‘-'f ™ %

T let him know cmcﬂ?( what T +hau3}'\+ of +hat
idea l'-}( .s|0335h3 }\ih n 'I'a;\e arm. Ahd I rea"?(
dont care that it was his i-ir‘ﬂ\&u;/, either.

A |
"f'-'.‘n\
Ul’,.* . T
RO



One ‘ﬂn‘hﬂ I will sm?rJ ‘!’houah. :l-. used 1o be md
at Mom for getting me a \jaurhal +hat looked +oo
S‘Fl}" But after seeing P\owlefk diu.r?f , T'm not

So m& dh}'rﬂoﬂ‘.-

e e %

: %W@@f;g
oecrets

.
Ln+el7‘, Rowlt)f has been TOTALLY ri&ihs me.
He reads +he same comic books T read, drinks
the same kind of soda T drihk, You hame i+,

Mom says T should be “flattered,” but 4o be
honest with yot.-, its +o+ally creeping me out.

A cou?le &a;(s ago, -I. did an exPcrirvthHr to see
iust how far Rowley would ao.
J y would go



T rolled up one of oy pant legs and tied a bandanna
around my ankle and went 4o school that way.

Sure ehouslw , the next c{n}y Rowle‘y came +o school
wznriha the same exact ‘H‘\fhs.

And that's how T ended up in Vice Pr;hci?nl
Rofs office for the second +ime in a week.

THERE ARE SOME
THUGS OUTSIDE MY
HOUSE SPORTING

Moh&n_?'
i 1 ﬂmus"ﬁ T was +o+nll}r in the clear for the
Trvisible C’niras -I'hihs. But, ba?(, was T wrong.



Tohia}\‘l', Mom got a call from Chiro.sjs DAD.
Mr. Gu?-h: told Mom all about +he ?ramk we
were ?"")"""3 oh his soh, and how T was the
rihs'leader.

\When Mom quas-h'ohed me, 1 told her T didn't
even know what C}airna's dad was +d.ikihs about.

£ 1

Then Mom marched me up to Rowley's house to
hear what HE had +o say-

Luckil);, T was ?re?nred for +this kind of ﬂ\ihﬁ.
T had airen&}( drilled Rowley on what to do if
we ever 3°+ ﬁus-h-.d, and that if we both Jus-b
denied :\rer;rﬂnihg, wed be OK.,




But 'I'he samhd Mom s+nr+ad usl:ihg P\awle?(
questions, he broke down.

So after our visit to Row!ey's house, Mom drove
me over to Chirnsls to a.Poiostt. And let me 4ell
you, THAT wasnt a whele lot of fun.

Mr. Gu?‘i‘d didnt seem +oo IrnPresseJ with my
4Pol03y, but believe it or not, C}wirus was nr.JrunH?’
Preﬂ)r cool about it.



After T n?olasr'zed , Chirug invited me inside to
?10.?( video games. T +hink he was so relieved +o

finally have one of his classmates +a|kih5 1o him

again +hat he Just decided +o {orsf‘-'t me for the
whole incident.

Se T guess T -For'si\r: him, +too.

Tusssda?g
Even %aus}x Ch.’ra.s let me off the hook last
hisH', Mom wasnt done with me },f:’r.

She wasn+ rmﬁy that mad about the Joke or how
T 4reated C}\ira.ﬁ. She was Just mad that T
LIED about it.

So Mom told me she'll sr‘auhd me for a MONTH
if she catches me !}([hs agaih.



A_hd that means T better watch rn?' s-l'c"‘:,
because Mom's not gonha -F‘arge-l' what she said.
When i+ comes +o my Screwups, Mom has a memory
like an ele?harﬂ‘.

THAT'S THE SECOND
TIME YOU TRACKED
MUD INTO THE
KITCHEMN!

(FIRST TIME: SIX YEARS AGO)

Last ‘I‘enr:"'-om ca.ush-i' me I?'Ehs, and T ?m'c} the
Price or it.

Mom made a Sihser‘breaé house a week before
Christmas, and she ?u'l’ it on '!'o? of the
re'Friserd-i'or. She said nobody was allowed +o
touch it until Christrmas Eve dinner.



But T couldnt %ehi;- n)'salf. Se e.‘.rer?( hisln-h T4
sneak downstairs and ?Ick off a little piece of the
sihserbrea.d house. T 4ried +o onl?( eat a ﬁh?t
piece each time so Mom wouldnt notice.

T+ was renil?f hard 4o limit m;fser to ohe Surndro?
or one lit+tle crumb of sihsarbrend each his“rl', but
2 1) mmse& 1o do i+ qn)mu)r.



T didn't know how much T had actually eaten onl
Mom took i+ down off the fridge on Christmas Eve.

\When Mom accused me of eating all the mh&y, T
denied i+, But T wish T Jusﬁ' fessed up rish‘r amy,
because that £ib +o+u|l?( backfired on me.

Mom had Just gotten hired 4o write a parenting
column for the local newspaper, and she was niwn?'s
Iookihs for material. So +hat incident FreHy much

made me into a local celebrﬁ'f.

When your child
g is being deceplive

Susan  The weeks leading up to Christmas
Heffley — can be a source of stress for a child
and can harbor unforeseen temp-
tations. My son Gregory found that




You know, how that T think about i+, Mom isnt
emc-l"l)( St‘umk}e clean when i+ comes to I::-i:ihg
honest HERSELF.

T remember when T was a kid, and she found out
T wasnt brushing y teeth every right. She faked
a call 4o the dentists office. And that call is the

reason wh?z T sl brush my teeth four times a tjﬂ?(.

DR. KRATZ, DO YOU HAVE
DENTURES FOR LITTLE
BOYS? OH, ONLY WOODEN
ONES? I GUESS THAT WILL
HAVE TO DO, THEN.

. )l
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Friday

Well, it's been three dnys and The hv‘r my promise
4o Mom. Tve been 100% honest the whole time,
and believe i+ or not, it's not that hard.




Th fact, its kind of |i|)ero.+ih3. T've been in a
r.cu?ie of sitvations alrend)f where T was a lot
more }\che.si' ﬂ'\ah i WQUH }\n‘de bt‘.eh a week dso.

For emm?le, the other Jd.;y T had a conversation
with +his hﬁahborhm& kid named Shawn Srella.

THINK. AGAIN, SHAWN!
NEITHER ONE OF YOUR
PARENTS IS TALLER
THAN FIVE-FOOT-TWO,
AND YOU'RE THE ONLY
200-POUND SIX-YEAR-
OLD I KNOW!

WHEN I GROW UP,
I'™M GONNA BE A
PROFESSIONAL

BASKETBALL




And yes-rr.rdny, Rowlc?"s 'Fc\mil)f had a bir+hdn7
Pur-l?( for }\is Sra.hd-fu'fher.

NEXT YEAR,
I WANT A
CHOCOLATE
CAKE!

THAT IS IF
YOU'RE

HEY, I'™M JUST
TRYING TO BE
REALISTIC!

i 4

Most ?ao?!e dont seem to a??reciu-fe a person as
!noncﬁ' as me. So dont a\sk me how Georst
Nashihg,hh ever got o be Pmsi&e'pﬁ.



Sﬂ.‘l'ur&a

Tc&u?f % answered the phone, and it was Mrs.
Gillman from the PTA, |aokih3 for Mom. T 4ried
+o }‘adhd her +he P’nohe, but she whis?crt& for me
+o tell Mrs. Gillman ﬂ‘\a‘!’ s}w_ wasn t "\DrﬂL

T couldnt +ell if Mom was 4r ing o trick me
into |fl'h3 or WHAT, but there was no way

was going to break my hahr_s*fy streak over
something as dumb as THIS,

So T made Mom go out on the front Por-:.h before
T said a word to Mrs. Gillman.

MY MOTHER IS
NOT INSIDE
THE HOUSE
RIGHT NOW.




And from the look Mom gave me when she came back
in the house, T kind of aet +he -Ft‘.eiihs she’s hot
gohina hold me o that hohcs-l'f ?Ictlst anyrore.

Monday

Todny was Career pn)»‘ at school. ‘ﬂ-.e)p‘ have
Career Pu?f every year to get us kids 4o start
%Ihkihﬂ about our future.

'ﬂ\ey broush‘l' in a bunch of adults who had all
these different Jobs- T +hink the idea is that us
kids will find out about a Jab we like, and then

we |l know what we want to be when we grow up.

But what REALLY thPP—hS is that you Just
find out w}\ich Jobs 4o rule out.

AND THAT'S

Eleﬂr;cul
- wHY T LOVE
- BEING AN
ELECTRICAL

ENGINEER!




After the ?reSeh-l'u-t—ths , we had to fill out
these qucsﬁohm;ns. The first qucsh‘ah was,
“Where do ?'ou see );oursdf in fifteen ?eenrs?"

T krow EXACTLY where Tl be in fifteen years:
in my pool, at my mansion, counting my money. But
there werent nh?( check boxes for THAT option.

@ o

ﬂ\c queﬁ‘i‘?ohthr‘es are SU??oSe& +o ?re&id' what
kind of Job ?'Ou're going to have when you grow
up. When T was finished, T looked up myjob oh
the chart, and T got "Clerk."

\ell, +here must be some*l'hins wronhg with the way
‘|'5ne}r set these forms up or something, because T

dont know any clerks who are billionaires.



Some other kids were "'hh“??f with the Jabs
they ended vp with, too. But the teacher said
we shouldht take these ‘I’h-’hgs +oo s:rioud?r.

Well, +rf +el'l.'r~.3 that to Edward He_ale?*. Last
year, he got “Sanitation Worker” on his job
chart, and the teachers have been +reu+ih3 Kim
different ever since.

EDWARD, COULD
YOU PLEASE
CLEAN UP THIS
JUICE SPILL?

Rcwlc}r got "Nurse” on his Jcl:- chart, and he
seemed Pre’rf}l hapw about i+. A r.ou?'le of 5ir1s
3°+ NurSe, +too, and ‘H‘\ey were c‘\q‘H'ihs nwm'y
with Rawley after class.



Next )fenr i & {'mw: to remember to sit next to
Rowky and copy his Jab form so T can get in on
some of that action.

Saturday

Me and Rodrick were Just sitting around the
house +o&q?‘, so Mom sent us over to Gramma's +o
rake her leaves.

Mom said she'd pay us $100 in Mom Bucks for
r,d.cl'\ bn& we 'Fi”ed. P’luf;J Gramma se.n'cl she’& Si‘.'e. us
hot chocolate after we were finished.

T rcall)( didnt feel like workih& oh a Sq‘i'urcln?f,
but T needed the cash. BesteS? Gramma makes
rgnﬂy awesome hot chocolate. So we 9ot some
rakes and plastic f:-ass from our garage and
headed down o Gramma’s house.



T took one side of the ?nr&J and Raodrick +ook
the other. But ten minutes into the job,
Rodrick came over and told me T was doing
c\rer’?(‘l'hiha all wr’ohs.

Rodrick said T was putting WAY 400 many leaves
in each bas, and that if Ijuﬂ +ied the ag closer
1o the bottom, T could get done a lot quicker.




See, now "rjm's is the kind of advice ?rou*re
SUPPOSED 4o get from )zour older brother.

A-F-fe.r Rodrick showed me that trick ; we went
‘!'}'\roual'\ bo.ss like hobo&?('s business. Tn fact, we

ran out in half an hour.

Gramma didnt seem +oo hd??y’ about \cor‘kihs over
the hot chocolate when we came inside. But like
‘!'he?‘ say,.a deal’s a deal.

=
Monday
E.\rcr since Career Day, Rowhy hds been s?ehdihs
lunch with a bunch of Sirls who sit at the cormer
table in the cafeteria. T guess the group of them
is like the Future Nurses of America or s::mﬂ\.'n&



Dont ask me WHAT +hey talk about over +here.
ﬂ\e}e Just whis?er and 3'.'33"‘ like a bunch of

{ PSST PSST \ %
‘,‘ PSST* o I

ﬁ‘rs-f-srnders.

All T can say is, ﬁme?( better not be +alk.‘n5
about ME.

You remember how T said Rodrick is the only one
who knows about that reqlly emﬁdrrdssihs +hing
+hat ]ha.??ehcd 4o me over the summer? \Well,
Rowley knows the SECOND mos+ ernbdrra.ssihs
‘H‘-ir\s that ever thPehed to me, and T ren"y
don+t need him &i&aihs it back vp-

Back in fifth srn&:, we had a Wo\jec‘i‘ ) SPdhish
where we had +o do a skit in front of the class,
and my partner was Rawle?r.



We had 4o do the whole skit in SFdhish. Rowlcy
asked me what T would do for a m'n.&?‘ bar, and
T said T'd stand on my head.

But when T 4ried 4o do a headstand, T -h'??ed
over, and mry rear end went ris'h—!' *I'hr‘au&h +he wall,

ESTARIO
PARADO
EN ML
AY-AY-AY!

Well, +he school never bothered +o fix the hole, so
for +he rest of my +ime in ele.mehi‘m’){ school, my
buﬂ—?rfh*r wads oh rlisqu?' in Mrs. Gonzaless room.

Ah& if ‘Rowh}('s Stl:rren&iha +ha+ 5+or)( nrouhd,
believe me T'm gohna tell the whole world whe ate
+he Cheese.



Wednesday

Today T redlized that if T wanted o know what
Rawle?l and +hose girls are hlkiha about at lunch,
all T have to do is read his DIARY. Tl bet he's
writing down all sorts of Juicy gossip in +hat +h"hs.

The Pr‘nblzn s, Rawlefs Jhr}r is LOCKED. So even
T 50'1’ ahold of b T wouldnt have u.hy way to
open it. But then T ﬁw&i‘ﬁ of sam’l‘Hhs. Il T
had to do was buy +he same exact &Iar?' HE has,
and -H\eh I'cl ha\re a ke?(.

So I went o 'H'\e book store +o\'\.i5’n+ and 3-9'}
the last one on the shelf. T Just ho?e 5u>fih3
-H-\r's +3.'\ih3 was worth i+, because I had 4o cash
in half of m?‘ Mom Bucks +o ?a?( for it. Ahd i

dont think Dad was too thrilled with the idea of
me bu)/ihs a Sweet Secrets Dinr?', either.




Thorsda

After F)}l\'ys Ed fodn;f: T saw that Rowlef
ntddeh‘i‘a"}{ 1&H }\-‘S Jim’}( on H‘\e bc.hch So w!.'\:.h
‘ﬂ\e. coast was clear, I used m?f new kef on his
diur)(, and sure enaual\, i+ worked.

T oFehed it vp and started reqciihs.

ge'nmoa‘hna.,
Tscﬁmart:ﬂfﬂaﬁncﬂmfﬂ:.

"Na’a‘ 4. 2

@‘%umaﬂafm.tﬁtm

Machanex ads "i"nl'czm:.c.?ﬂoa

amd Machones. fited. Tri-

ow?
DARN.




QOrdl £Rom "T'ru‘i:ma.cﬁef;a,

Auwnmed. areundl andl
bald eﬂ.xaﬂaﬁ'l.weﬂlﬁw

oW
NO //&
FAIR,

T 'ﬂi??e& +hrou51\ the rest of the book to see if

my hame was ih +her‘e nh}mher‘e, but it was \_'-Ius-t

page after page of 'ﬂu's 3nrba3&.

After seeing what's going on in Rowley's head,
Tm kind of starting o wonder w:h?! {'m even
friends with him in the first ?1-1:&.

Su‘i‘ur'da;{

'ﬂxihss at home have been rca.lly sood for about a
week. Ro&fitk !hds +he ﬂu, 50 ht. doesn+ lnd\‘e
the energy to bother me. And Mahh;( has been
at Gramma's, so Tve had +he TV all 4o m?lSE!'F.



Yesﬂr'&a?! , Mom and Dad made a surprise
anhouncement. ﬂ'\e Su.fé -H*.t?! were 3th3 dwn?(
for the hiah*t' N ahc( that me and Rodrick were in
t}mr‘ge of +he house.

That was some pre bis hews, because Mom and
Dad have NEVER lef+ me and Rodrick on our

own bc-Fore.

T +hink ‘i'he}f\re a.lwa.?!s been afraid that if ‘H‘-.ey

90 dwa}r, Rodrick is gonha :hcwe a l;wae P“H)’
and +rash the house.

But with Rodrick knocked out with +he flu, 'Hx:)(
mustve seen their i:u'a chance. So after Mom gave
us a S?etch about "res?ohsEbili‘i?(” and “trust” and
all that, +'1L\P.)1 took off.



The SECOND Mom and Dad walked out the
door, Rodrick Jumped up off of the couch and
?icl:e.ci up the P}\ohe. Then he called every friend
he knew and told them he was havihs a ‘Pdl’“\){.

I "rl'\ousl'ﬁ dl)ou+ cn"ih& Mom d‘n& Dud +o +ell
‘!'}\em what Roclr-'ck was up +o, but I*\re hever
ﬂlC‘i‘Uﬂ"?f’ BEEN 4o a 1’\531\ school ?“H)' before, so
I WAS CUriousS. 'I decided +o Jus-i' Jv:eep my muﬂ\
shut and soak it all in.

Rodrick told me +o get some Fol-:iihs tables out of
the basement and br’ihs a :.om"ﬂe of bo.ss of ice out
of the downstairs freezer. Rodrick’s friends started
to show up around 7:00, and before you knew it,
+here were cars ?m'kul up and down the street.



The first person o walk +}\rou3}\ +the door was
Rodrick’s friend Ward. A bunch more ?eoPlc
started s}mwihs up after that, and Rodrick +old
me we were gohha need more tables. So T went
downstairs +o get them.

But as soon as T s-h:ﬂ:ed foot in the basement,
T heard the door lock behind me.

cLICch
o )

S~

‘T ?ouhdc& oh the rloor', but Rodrick JUS‘I’

cranked vp the music o drown me out. So T was
stuck down there.

Man, T shouldve known Rodrick would 90 and
Pu” Some‘l'hihs like +hat.



X guess it was ?reﬁy dumb of me 4o think

Rodrick was gonhna let me in on the action,

T+ sounded like it was a ?re-H)( wild Pur-l'y. T
think some GIRLS even showed up at one
?oirﬂ', but I couldnt be too sure, becauvse i+ was
hard +o kee? track of what was going on from
Just Icol:ihs at the bottoms of ?eov?leis shoes.

S~

The ?drv was stil going strong at 2:00 AlM.,
but 'I'Ln‘l's when T gave up. T sPch‘i' the his}\‘l' oh
one of the spare beds in the basement, even

-ﬂwush there were no blankets on i+. T ?ruc-ﬁmuy
froze o de.u'th ” but -H-\e.re. was no WAY ]: Was
gohha use a blanke+ from Rodrick’s bed.



Scmebod?' mustve unlocked the basement door
o\ren'\ig’n‘h because when I woke up +his mm?hs, it
was open. And when T walked upstairs, it looked
like a tornado had touched down in the -Fan-ilf room.

The last of Rodrick's friends wasnt gohe uhhl
3:00 in the afternoon. And once e".'eryahe lef+,
Rodrick told me T had 4o hel? him clean up-

R

T +old Rodrick he was out of his mind if he
'ﬂ\ou‘gl'\‘?‘ T was l-\el?iha. But then Rodrick said
"r\-\a-!' if i'\e_ 30'1' l‘aus‘red for 'H'\e ?nr+>( i !-\e wds
"rukihs ME down with him.



He said if T didnt }\el? him clean up the mess,
he would +ell all m?( friends about the ‘l'jhins that
}\d.li)?ehec{ +o me this summer.

T couldnt believe Rodrick would Pla?r &ir-l?t like
that. But T could tell he was serious, so I\jus*l'
3u+ +o work.

Mom and Dad were SuFPose& 4o be back *;-?'
7:00, and we still had a TON of work +o do.

T+ wasnt easy 4o erase all the evidence of +he
party, because Rodrick’s friends had lef+ +rash in
all these crazy P1n-:e.s. A+t one point, when T
went +o make .rvn}mzlnC a bowl of cereal, a half-eaten
piece of pizza fell out of the box.



37 6:45, we had +hihss Fr:-H}( well wrnﬂzed
vp- ]: went UPS‘!'qirs to take a s}wower, and
-I‘ha-f’s wheh I Saw -’r}-.z message written on 'I'Jne

ihs.’de o-{ -ﬂ‘\e bn-ﬂ-\raom Jaor.

.

T

e
©

T +ried scrubbing the writing off with soap and
water, but w}\u\rer wrote +}\d+ '!+.ih5 mustie used a
Permheh*l' marker.

Mom and Dad were gonha be home any minute, so

T thought we were doomed. But then Rodrick
had a gehius idea. He said we could switch the
door out and REPLACE i+ with a closet door
from ﬂ\e basemendt.

So we 301' some s:r‘:mlrrhfars and went 4o work.



We fihaﬂ}r mmaed to get the door off its
h.‘hscs, and then we carried it downstairs.

Then we got the closet door from Rodrick’s room
in the basement and br‘ous}ﬁ‘ it UPSTAIRS.




\We made i+ with no time +o spare. Mo and
Dad’s car rolled into the &rF\rewa}r r‘ig’n‘i' when we
were 'Hs\ﬁerﬁhs the last screw.

You could +ell +}\c.7 were ?re-H? relieved the house
hadn4 burned down while ﬂ\ef were away.

T dont think we're +o+a.||?l out of the woods Just
:,'e.+. Because wi-ﬂ-\ -I'}\e wa}; Ddd was Pakihs
around +oni5§\‘r; T'm sure i+ wont be |ohs before
ke \cisures out about the Fnr"ry.

Well, Rodrick nis}\-t have lucked out this time,
but all T can say is, he should be sla& MANNY
wasnt there to see the party. Manny is a
HUGE tattletale. Tn fact, he's been ‘l'e“a'hs on
me ever since he could +alk. He's even +old on me

for stuff T did BEFORE he could +alk.



%&h I was a L'J'(.Jl; I broke the 5|I4ih3 3|uss door
in the Fam'ly room. Mom and Dad didn* have an
evidence that T was the one who did it, so the
couldnt peg it on me, and T was in the clear.
But Mnhhf was there when it haP?ehed, and 4wo
years later, he squmied on me.

BUBBY THOWED
WOCK. AT BIG
WINDOW.

So after Manny started -I'n|kih3, T had +o
worry about all the bad +Hh55 he saw me do
when he was a {:—uﬁ};.




T used 4o be a big tattletale myself until T learned
my lesson. One +ime, T +old on Rodrick for 5“}";"3
a bad word. Mom asked me which word he said, so
T s?eue.d it out. And it was a |ah5 ohe, too.

Well, T ended up getting a bar of soap in my
mouth for khowihs how o s?ell a bad word, and
Rodrick 30": off scot-free.

Monday
Tomorrow, T have an Ehglish assighment due where
I l.'\ﬂl\fe ‘o write an "n“e.sor}(."

Thats bnsica."}f a s+or')r that says ohe '!'hihe, but
medns som-ﬂ-\hs else. T was 'huvh-\s +rouble getting
ihs-l:u're& , but then T saw Rodrick outside warj:hs
on his vah, and T 30'1' ah idea.



Rory Screws Up

by Greg Heffley

Once upon a time there was this monkey named Rory.
The family he lived with loved him very much, even
though he was constantly screwing things up.

One day Rory accidentally rang the doorbell, and
everybody thought he did it on purpose. So they
save him some bananas as a reward,




Well, now Rory was going around thinking he was
some sort of monkey genius or something. And one

day, he heard his owner say —

So Rory’s primitive mind raced to formulate a plan.

And here is what he eventually came up with:

Rory worked all day and all night, and to make a long
story short, the end result was not a fixed car.




After it was all over, Rory had learned a very
valuable lesson: Rory is a monkey. And monkeys

don’t fix cars.

THE END

After T finished My paper, T showed it +o
Rodrick. T -F'Fsurcd he wouldnt get it, ahd sure
ermus}n I was r‘ish'h

MONKEYS DON'T
UNDERSTAND
ENGLISH, STUPID.

Like T said thc-rc, Rodrick knows lnt's 30'1' me
vhder his thumb with this “secret” +’nih5. Se T
have +o get my licks in any way T can.



Ne&hes&r_&_?{
Taduy was Muhn?"s first Ja.?' of ?rasckaol, and
d.??d.t'ehﬂ}{ it didnt go so great.

All the other kids in l‘"‘mhhy’s school started back
in SePﬂmber. But Mdhh?f wash + Po-H)' trained
until last week, so thats why he had +o wait
until now +o make ‘l"-}\: J't.-r-.P lon &n?J care.

Mnhh?('s ?reschool was !nnvihs +heir Halloween
Par"l';{ +o&q}(, so it wash+ 'H':e 3r‘m+es+ wq}' to
introduce Hm to Hs classmates,

£%%8

Manny's teachers had +o call Mom at work and
have (

er come get him.




T remember MY first day of PT‘eSc!t‘\oo], T didnt
rea.H;/ know anyohe, so I?Iwas ?r‘e-H)f scared
about ﬁe.’ha around a bunch of new kids. But +his
bo?‘ named Quinh came riﬂ}ﬂ' over and started

+n||]:-'h3 +o me.
DO YOU LIKE
ICE CREAM?

£ 3.
THEN WHY DON'T
vou MARRY 117
</ Vs
_{_fm%ﬂf

T didnt aet +hat i+ was a Joke, so it reo.ﬂ?!
freaked me out.

i,




T told Mom T didnt want +o 90 back +o Pre.s::hool,
and T +old her all abort Quirn and what he said.

But Mom told me Quinn was Just beihs s.’ll}z, and
T didnt need 4o listen 4o him.

After Mom e.xPiu.imd +he Jol:e o ac-}uall?' Msh-l-
it was ?fE'H'?' -ruhh‘y. T couldnt wait +o 9o back o
school the next &ay and +ry it out myszlf.

But it didnt mu?z have the same effect.

YOU'RE GONNA
GROW UP AND GET
MARRIED TC SOME
ICE CREAM! HA!




NOVEMBER
Monday
T+'s been over a week since Rodrick’s Puri?' , and
T S'I'G?Pe:d worry?ha that Mom and Dad were
gonna bust us for it. But remember that bathroom
door we switched out? Well, T {orso+ all about it
urtl foright.

Radr;ck wads u?si'a..'rs in m); room {’“33;“3 me, and
Dad went into the bathroom. A couple seconds later,
he said som’rhihs +hat made Rodrick stop cold.

HEY...DIDN'T
THIS DOOR
USED TO LOCK?

5 'Hmush-i' it was over. Tf Dad knew about the
DOOR, i+ was Jusf a matter of time before %e
found out about the Fa.rer.



But Dad didnt put two and +wo +ose+}~.er.

1 MUST BE
LOSING MY
MARBLES.

You kho‘w) md?'be it wouldnt be so bad if Mom
ahcl Da& 'I'rouhd out ﬁ!ﬁcu‘i’ 'H'!{'. ?ar-ly. Raclrick
would get Srouh&cci, which would be AWESOME.
So if T can -Fisurc out a way +o SPEH +he beans
without Rodrick ﬁhdiha out, Tm gonha go for it.

Tuesdax

T got my first letter from my French pen pal,
Mamadou, 'l'adn)(. T decided +o n&juﬁ my attitude
and give this whole ?e.h-PaI 'H'“h.ﬁ my best effort.
So when T wrote back 4o Mamadou +adu.>( , T tried
+o be as hel?-[:ul das ?ossible.



Dear Mamadou,
'fm ?re'H}' sure "n:iunfh'hhce"

dor.Shq' q'\n‘!rg a ¢ init.

T I'e.du?l +hink you need to work
on your English.

Sih:erefz, Gres.
1'_ 'ﬂ'\ihl: H**s dumb 'I'!.'\n+ Md&a.me. Lefrere woh}+ let
us use e-mail with our pen ?nls. Albert Mur‘Ph
has already written back and forth with his pen
K of times, and its caS'l'ihs them a lot

P"’l a bunc
of mohcy in s+am?s.

Dear Jacques— | | Shoar. Alberex, | | Dear Jacques—
Houw old are you? 12. Oh.

COST: $14




'Fridn;
TahiSH', Rowlzy's parents went out to dinner,
50 -1'}\:?( 3o+ :hirv. a babfs;-Her.

T dont know w}\f Rowiaf cant JUH watch himself
for a few hours, but believe me Tm not cc:rnPla.iﬁhs.
Rawl:},"s bnbysiﬁer is Heather Hills, and shes the
prettiest Sirl at Crossland Hiﬁ}\ School.

So wherever the Jeffersons ge out, 5 niwa.fs make
sure to be up ot Row!ef’s for "sh}ry time."

SORRY...THERE'S
REALLY NOT
ENOUGH ROOM.

T went vp to ?owley’s at about 8:00 'l'nhigllrﬁ'. 1
even sPlnsh:d on some of Rodrick’s wloghe +o make
sure I made a sooci -'rn?ressioh on Heather.



T knocked on the door and waited for Hen-f]her
10 answer. But T was caush-} a litte off 5uurd
when Rawli:};‘s next-door heishf:or Leland

answered instead.

T cant believe Rnwle?i’s parents switched
f:ai;ysiﬁers from Heather +o LELAND. 'ﬂwe}e
shouldve at least checked with me before Joihs
samrﬂﬁfhs S*l‘u?id like THAT.

Once T realized Heather wasn+t there, T turned
around o 90 back home. But Rowle?' asked me if
T wanted to hnhs out and PLd.?’ Mu.sicl: and
Monsters with him and Leland.



The 0\".!?( reason 1 said "fes" was becavse T
‘l'housh‘l' it was some kind of video game. But
then T found out that you Ela?f it with Pe.hcils
and paper and these s?ecial dice, and that ?rau‘re

supposed to use your "imsim-h'oh" or whatever.

T+ ad‘m"y turned out 4o be Pr‘e‘H?! fun, mﬁl}e
because in Masick and Monsters you can do all
sorts of stuff you could hever do in real life.

I LIGHT ROWLEY'S
EYEBROWS WITH

A TORCH.
(OUUUCHHH ....)

When T got home, T +old Mom all about Mnsick
and Monsters and how Leland was a r'en“?' awesome
Dungeon Keeper. Rodrick overheard me +alking
about Leland, and he said that Leland is +he
bissss-l' nerd at his Hs‘\ school.



But this is coming, from a vy who s?ehds his
Sd.‘l'ur&n}( hish‘l's Puﬁihs fake ‘l:hrow—u? oh P:ofk’s
cars in the Home DEPO'I‘ Fdr‘kfh& lot. Se T +hink
TN just take Rodrick’s opinion with a grain of salt.

Wednesday

Tve been 30ih3 vp to Leland’s house e\.'erf Jay
after school to Play Maa.'cl: and Monsters. T was
headed up there again +a&o.?r when Mom s+o??cd
me at the door.

Mom has been ac‘l’iha real sus?icious of +his whole
Mnsicl: n‘nd Monsters ‘|+-4'h3.



Ahd from -H-\e ques-ﬁohs she*s been usl:ihS me, I
guess she must think Leland is teaching me and
Rawle?f witcheraft or sarnt'l'hihs. So +a:1a)e,
Mom said she wanted o go WITH me o
Lr_|d.hd’s +to wu‘l‘r_}\ us ?td.y.

T BEGGED Mom not to come, becauvse first of
all T knew she would never approve of all +the

violence in +he game.

'{% ’.’(’_‘;?f
And second of all, T knew that Ba\'ihs her in
the room would +o+o.|!?( ruin the whole experience

'FOI" EVEI’?!O'I‘".E.



When T 5&33:& Mom not to Join us, it made her
even MORE susPicious. So now 'H\ere was ho
chnhs.’hs :her mihd.

Rowle. uhd Le.lnhcl coul&h'-l' hn\fe cdre& less 'H‘\u‘f
Mom came with me. But T couldnt ehJo?f rn?'sehr i
because T felt like a +otal dork Playéhs in

front of her.

UH ... MY WIZARD
TALROC UTTERS THE
SPELL OF TALRUNE.

S o D

L -lfisure& Mom would e\reh-l-unlly get bored and
\jus+ 90 l'\ome, but she stuck around. And ri5h+
when T +¥.ou3}~.+ she was F.'hally gohhna leave,
Mom said that SHE wanted +o Jjoin in the game.

So Leland started setting vp a character for
Mom, even +!~.ou5"x T was "rryihﬂ to sigml +o him
'H\u‘l' it was a f:is, mis-l'a-kt.



When Leland created a character for Mom, Mom

told Leland she wanted HER character 4o be MY
character’s mother in the game.

T did some quick ‘H\[hkihs and told Mom that all
+he characters in Masicli and Monsters are or:.ahahs :
so she couldn't be my mother.

And Mom believed me. But then she asked Leland
if she could NAME her character "Mom,” and he

said "?'es. "

T have 4o give Mom credit for Fisurih‘g out that
|aofhale, but i+ +a+u.ll?( ruined the rest of the

sdme 'For me.




Even 'I'l.'\ousl.'\ Mom wash+ 'l'e-:}m}cqlﬁ?' y mother in
+he game, she sure ACTED like she was.

A-f -H-\fs ohe Pou'h‘r, our cl;mrdd'crs were hdhal'hs out
in a tavern wdf‘h‘ns for a SP}J to arrive, ah.cl my
dwarf, Grimlon, ordered a pint of mead. Mead is
sort of like beer in Mnsick and Monsters, and T
guess Mo didnt approve of THAT.

MOM ACCIDENTALLY
BUMPS GRIMLON'S
ARM AND SPILLS
HIS DRINK.

AN

B33

&/

'Ti\.r. worst ?df“i‘ of +he game was when we 301'
into a battle situation. See, the whole point of
Masicl: and Monsters is that }zou’re SUP?ased to
kill as many monsters as possible so you can get

points and move vp in levels.



But T dont rea.ll)r +think Mom got +hat concept.

YOU RUN INTO A
PACK OF ORCS...
AND THEY LOOK

HUNGRY!

WE GIVE THEM
ALL OF OUR
FOOD!

Af‘fer about an hour of ﬂ*.fhss 5”""‘3 like +his, T
decided to quit. Se T sd.'i'harecl up my stuff, and
me and Mom headed home.



On the way back, Mom was rcaii?t +a|kh'~.5 up
Mnsuck and Monsters, Sa.}nhs how i+ could 5he| me
with my “math skills” and stuff like +hat. Ali
cah say is, T ha?t she isnt P1nhh|h5 oh bacamhs
a resulnr at these snmes Because the first
chance T get, "Mom" is getting handed over to
a ?nck of Ores.

Thursday

After school +odn)f, Mom +ook me +o the bookstore
and bousH Just about every Mngir.l: and Monsters
book on the shelf. She mustve &roF?ecI about
5200, and she didn+ even make me cash in a
single Mom Buck.

i

T realized may be T Ju&sedl Mom a little too u:-:k
ahd mfl:vz it wash-f Such bu& ﬂ-nhs }mmhg \-\er
ih our group u{:‘h:r all.




T was all set +o take my hew books up to Lelands,
but thats when T found out there was a catch.

Mom actuall boua]ﬁ all those books so me and
RODRICK could ?I’?’ Magick and Monsters
+03:+1\er'. SH: said i+ was a Sao& wa.?! for +}ur.
two of us +o work out our differences.

Mom +old Rodrick she wanted him +o be the
pun&eon chPcr, Just like Leland. Then she

&um?e& +he ?ile of books on Radrick’s bed and
told him to start s+ud?lih3 up-

'I-+ was bad ehous*\ Plufihs in front of Mom at
Leland’s house, but T knew Pldyiha with Rodrick

would be about ten +imes worse.



Mom was serious about me and Rodrick Pl“fihﬁ
‘l'osﬁher, S0 I. knew I was gonha th: +o g0
-I'hroush wH‘h it. I sPe'r-.-I' about an hour up in rn)p‘
room ml:ihs up c}mrm:-h'.rs wE-H\ hdmes Ro&rick
couldnt make fun of, like "Joe" and “Bob.”

Once T was finished, T met Rodrick in the
kitchen, and we started our game.

YOU AND YOUR GROUP OF
NERDS FALL INTO A PIT AND
IT'S FULL OF DYNAMITE AND

YOU BLOW UP. THE END.

T quess T should be 3fd+e'l"-ul that i+ was over
with quicl:l?(. And T Just }\oPe Mom saved her
re-:e,-'?'}s on those books.



Frida

ﬂTf‘eachzrs have ren"?( been crnckihs down on
kids co??‘ihs off of ench aﬂ\er -ﬂmis fear.
Remember how T said T was 3lnd T got put
next to Alex Aruda in Pre-Alsebra? Well, THAT
hasnt done me any 3004.

Mrs. Lee is y Pr‘a-Aise{:-m teacher, and Tm
quessing she also had Rodrick when he was in middle
school. Because that woman watches me like a HAWK,

Sometimes T +hink it would be r‘ea.ﬂ)( cool f T
had.a sinss eye of som-fhihs like that. First of
all, T could uvse it 1o ?luy all sorts of wuck?'
4ricks on my friends.

n
But the main +Hh5 T4 uvse it for is +o \‘\elP me
se‘l' better srudes.



On the first da?‘ of school, T'd aim Py 31nss eye
&owh likz "rhis-'
GLASS © @ —peaL
EYE " A
f
Then T4 ge up to +he teacher and say, “Listen, T
Just wanted to tell you T have a glass eye. So dont

g +hihkihe Th ing at other People’s ?npcrs."

OKEE DOKE.
THANKS FOR
LETTING
ME KNOW.

‘n'\e.h, durihg a test, I'd dim my 31&55 :fe .:low'n
at my OWN paper, and T4 lock at some Jtamir-.?(
kid's paper with my REAL eye.




T could copy awn?r! And the teacher would be

too0 dumb o notice.

THAT POOR
GLASS EYE
KID.

\

Uhfaﬁum-rd;z, T DON'T have a glass eye. So if
Mom asks me w}\f T flunked my pop quiz in
Pr‘e-;ﬂ\lsebr‘a +oc.1d>(, +hat's my. excuse.

Sunday

Rodrick has been hitting Mom and Dad up for
cash Id.'h:ly, so L quess +he Mom Bucks program
isnt reall wor‘kih& out for him. Mom has +ried +o
make Rodrick do more chores 4o earn some mhay,
but that hasnt been going oo well.




But +oh:'5ht Mom ﬁaurc:l out a way Rodrick
could earn some cash. M}( school sent home a
newsletter saying +hat Music Education has been
cancelled becauvse of budse+ cuts, so parents
should get +heir kids private music lessons.

Mom '|'o|& Raclrick 1\&: ccuH si\re ME Fr‘i\m+e &run
lessons, and that she would PAY him for it.

I 'H\ihk Mom came vp wi'ﬂ'\ 'ﬂ'\e ideu because
lately Rodrick’s been ﬂllins evcr')fcm he's a
"'Pl’o-&.ssioml &fummer‘."

There’s this local show called the “Communi
Follies” where all the ht-'shbor%ood parents do a
bunch of comed ski+s, and i+s been ruh‘nih3 hoour
local theater for about 4wo weeks.



The other hi3h+, the regular drummer got sick,
So Radr'icl’- {i“ad in, d.h(.Jl he 3°+ Pm’d- FEV:. l)ucks.

(CORNY JOKE,
s

T dont krow if that renlly makes Rodrick a
“professional drummer,” but that didnt stop me
from using it to score Po.'h'l's with +he gids at school.

MY BROTHER'S A
PROFESSIONAL

DRUMMER!




When Mom told Rodrick he should start giving
me drum lessons, he wasnt too hot on the idea.
But then Mom said shed pay him 4en dollars a
lesson, and that T could get a bunch of my
friends 4o sigh up, too.

So now I"!rr. so++a. recruit Some Pea?h. {or
Rodrick’s Drum Acadenf. And T can ulread);
tell, +his isnt gonna be a lot of fun.

Mohda

'I cauHhJ‘f 3e+ dh;.' of rﬂ?‘ friends o s:'sh up for
Rodrick’s drum school except Rowley, and T kind
of had 1o trick HIM into daing it. Rowley is
alwa;vs sa;;ihs he wants to learn how to ?Ia.?' the
drums, but he wants +o PI"_)’ the kind H'\e;,r use

" mrch.'ns bnhds.




T +old Rowke?‘ T knew for a FACT +hat
Rodrick was going to cover all +hat stuff in week
four, and that got Rowle?! Pr‘E‘H}' excited.

T was Jusd' 3!:1& T wasn4 gonha have to take
drum lessons all b}f h?SEl‘F.

Rowley came over after school, and we went down
4o the basement 4o start our first lesson. Rodrick
started us off with some Preﬂ?z basic drum drills.

There was ahiy one practice ?n:} and two drum-
s+i:ks, so Rowlty had to use a paper Piﬁa and
some P]ns*h‘c vtensils. But T quess that's what

huﬂ)ehs when 7ou*re the last person to sigh up

for a class.




A'F'fer about fifteen mirwtes, Rodrick 30+ a call from
Ward, and +that put an end o our first lesson.

CLASS 1S
DISMISSED
EARLY TODAY.

T ;% SO

Mom wasnt too h“??}' 1o see me and Rowle

u?s+o..'rs So Sooh, and she sent us back down o
the basement. She said not to come vp until
Rodrick had at least given us a practice assighment.
So he did.

YOUR HOMEWORK
IS TO LISTEN TO
SOME MUSIC WITH
DRUMS IN IT.

FEON
» 3



Tuesdn
Me th Rowle}f had drum lessons with Rodrick
again *I'ocld.?'.

Well, Rodrick r-u's}\‘l' be a Sood drummer, but he's
not a 3003 teacher. Me and Rowley tried our best
4o do the drills Rodrick +qu3}~.+ us, but every time
we messed vp, Rodrick would get frustrated.

E-\rev"rl'i.m.iI};J he got so fed up that he +ook our
drumsticks away. Rodrick sat down at his drum
set and told us 1o “watch and learn.” Then he
started Joihs +his renﬂy |ohs drum solo that
didnt have nhrl'hihs to do with the drills he

was +gacl~.ih3 uS.



“FEIVN
 —

Rodrick didnt even look up from his drum set
when me and Rowh?f left and went upstairs.

T'm not compinihih& 'I'!noush. Because the wny‘ T

see it, -H-.Fs wa}; everyohe wihs. %
S

Thorsday

Weve gt a His-l'or}‘ paper due the dn?r before
Tkahkssivihs, and T4 better start saﬁiha Serious
about it.




Ti'gc ﬂnchars are 3:++.'h3 a lot stricter about *H\e
:‘uuli-l’y of work we turn in, and the way T usmﬂ?'
do +}\Fnss isnt work;ns so good anymore.

Last week we hnd a paper due in Science, dh&
Mrs. Breckman said we }md +o choose an animal
+o write about. So T ?icked the moose. T know
T should have gone +o the 1ibrar}( and done
research, but T just decided +o wing it.

The Amazing Moose
by Greg Heflley
Diet: The moose eats many, many things, but
the list would be way too long to put in
this paper. So [ will save us all some

time by just listing the things that the
moose does NOT eat.

BUBBLE GUM METAL PIZZA

YOUR
PIZZA, SIR.

NO, REALLY...
[ COULDN'T.




Even though there are moose habitats set up all
over the place, the moose is almost extinct.

BUT WE SMELL A
HECK OF A LOT
BETTER THAN
ANTELOPES.

>
5 g

Everybody knows the moose evolved from birds,
just like people did. But somewhere along the
line people got arms, and the moose got stuck
with those useless horns.

M- N

THE END



E nc‘l'mﬂy ﬂ‘\oua}\‘!' T dida ‘Fl’t‘H‘;{ sood Job. But
T guess Mrs. Breckman must be an expert on
mooses or sorne‘fhihs, because shz made me 90 +to
+the librnry and start the paper over from scratch.

And my NEXT paper isnt geonhha be any gasier.
T have 4o write a poem about the 1900s for
Mr. Huff's class, and T don%t know +he first
-I-Hhs about His-h:ry OR Foe.-i'r}e. 55.% quess T4
better start !‘\H“Hh& +he books.

Moh&nr\f

T was up at Rowlayls ?I“)’ihﬁ board games
?'esi'erda?!, and the craziest 1’1’1;?\3 ’ha??zhed.
\When Ro\-ﬂe}‘ was in the bathroom, T noticed
+hat there was some ?1417 mohey S'Hr.kihs out of
+he box of one of the other games.

20 20

% 5 BB

20 20




T couldnt believe my eyes. Becauvse the Plu?'
money inside tha+ game was the EXACT same
kind of money Mom uses for Mom Bucks.

When T counted it up, there was soma-l'}m-\g like
$100,000 in cash in that box.

T+ ohk?d took me about two seconds +o -ﬁgun out
w’nn.*l' +o do next.

WHAT
SHOULD WE
PLAY NOW?

R

When T 30+ hom:, T ran L.-?S'l'nFrs and stuffed
H‘\e rnohe;{ under r*'?l mattress. I +ossed and
turned all his]ﬁ‘ +rgih3 +o {isur‘e out what 1o do

with my new Mom Bucks.



T realized Mom would Probqblf have some way of
Ir:howihs the difference between Fhoh}! Mom Bucks
and the real 'I'Jhiha. So +this morhing,, T decided
+o 'l'r‘?f a litte experiment.

T asked Mom if T could cash in some Mom Bucks
so T could bzy stamps fo write my pen ?ai. T
wds rmll?( nervous when T handed Mom +he money.

But she took it without even blinking.

T cant believe my luck! T -ﬁsur‘e. T can make
+his $100,000 last all +he way +\-xrou31ﬁ HSB
school, and rno.}(be even farther. T mi&h'} hot

even have to get a real J'ob later on.

The 4rick will be 4o not cash in +oo much at one
time, or Mom will know sorru:‘l'h:hs's up-



And T have to remember to earn a few Mom
Bucks for real here and there so she doesnt get
+oo Su.-s?iciaus.

T will say one -l'hihs for sure, %oush, and it's
that T won't be using the r-\ohe.?f Mom gave me
to buy stmPs.

T got a picture from oy pen-pal, Mamadou, in
+he mail fes*ter&n);, and that Fre'H?' much killed
nhy chance of me writing HIM back.




T{-‘Eﬁ&d‘y

M?( *:-ia HiS‘tor'Pf paper is due +omorrow, but
+h¢;{}‘¢a been 5"‘)""""5 all week ‘ﬂ'wrl' i+s gonha snow
about a FOOT +onight.

So T havent rmll}( been sweating it all that much.

At around 10:00, T ?eeked out the window to
see lﬁow mh}( -'hl:Jnr,S of show were on +Jn¢ 3ra:.-hd
so far. But 1 couldnt believe m}( r.;{e.s w}\eh ‘I:
?ul]ed back the curtain.




Man, T was counting on school 5&:&1’13 CANCELLED
tormorrow. 'I. 4urned on the hews o see whad'
}-.nPFe.hecl, but the weather Quy was -tell[hs 4
TOTALLY different s+ar>‘ than he was three

}\ours aao.
9

YOU CAN SAY
THAT AGAIN,
BARBARA!

WE REALLY
DODGED A
BULLET THIS

'ﬂ-m'k meaht I hﬁJ to 3e+ cmckihﬂ on m?'
His‘ror}( paper. The Problem was, i+ was +oo late
to go to +he liJDrd.r?f, and we dont have an
books in our house that are about +he 1900s.
Se 'I: knew 1 L\d& +to 'ﬂ\ihk of SOME'H'\FHS qu[cl’..

'ﬂ\t:h I ha& a sr:a-l- I&ea..



Dad has bailed Rodrick out a MILLION +imes
on his school papers. So T ﬂsurc& he could l‘\tlp

me, too.

T +old Dad about my situation, +h‘hkih5 he'd
Jump risH' ih and ’ndP. Bt T guess Dad has
learned his lesson in that Je?nr‘l-men*}.

GOOD LUCK

Rodrick must have overheard me erlkihs +o Dad,
because he told me T should follow him downstairs.

You know how Rodrick had Mr. Huff, my His+or>x
teacher, in middle school? Well, i+ 4urns out Mr.
Huff gave Rodrick’s class the EXACT same

nssishmh-l' when }\e was in m?( sr‘a&e.



Rodrick dus around in his Juhk drawer and found
his old paper. And then he told me hed sell i+
to me for five bucks.

I told Hm there was no WAY IH do ‘!’}\a'h

Tl admit, i+ was pretty fempting. Because
number one, since all of Rodrick’s assighments
hd.\rc gohe ﬂ-\roush Pd& 4 I krew Ro&rick S°+ d
sood Brnde oh Hs paper. Aht.lr number two, 1t
was ih one of those clear ?lns-h'c binders +hat

teachers g0 crar.y for.

Plus, T had a huse stash of Mom Bucks under
mattress vpstairs, and T knew T could pay
Rodrick with that.



But T couldn™ do i+. T mean, Tve w?-’ed off
of ?ec-?le’s papers on qui:r.?.cs and stuff before,
but BUYING a paper off of someone would be
hkihﬁ it to a whole nother level.

So T decided ‘l—. was gohna Juﬁ have +o suck it
up and do the paper m?(sel-F.

T started doing some research on the com uter,
9 P
but at about r-i:!his’rrl', the worst ?ossibk +?|1Eh3
’naFPehecI: The power went out.
BLINK

ﬂ'\d-f's when :!: knew I was in some serious trouble.
T krew T4 flunk HJs-h:ry if T didnt tvrm in a
paper. So even ﬂwu&h I di&htf want o, -I: dedded
+o take Rodrick up on his offer.



T saraPed +asa+her $500 in Mom Bucks and
went down to the basement. But Rodrick didnt
let me off +hat easy.

Rodrick told me his new price was $20,000 in
Mem Bucks. I 'h:l'lcl- ,na'h I d-.'c!htt' }\n‘ﬂ: i+, so "':P,

JUS‘I‘ rolled over and went back +o sice?.

At that point, T was rea.“y c}es?era‘fe. Se T
went upstairs and Srdbbed a bis handful of
'i"nausahd do"m’ bills and ic-'r‘cusrh*‘ +them down o
Rodrick’s room. T gave him the mohey and he
turned over the paper. T felt rea“y bad about
what T did, but T just tried not +o think
about it and went +o sleep.



Wedhes&n?_'
On the bus ride to school, T +ook Rodrick’s paper
out of my bds. But I took one look at i+ and

knew sane-ﬂ-\fhs was serfousl?( Wrong.

First of all, the poem washt v?ad out. T+ was
in Ro&rici:'s own l-\ahdwri-!'-‘ha.

That's when it hit me: Dad ahL?l started Jm’hﬂ
Rodrick’s papers for him once he got to HIGH
school. So that meant this paper was Rodrick’s
OWN work.

T started rea&ih_a Rodrick’s paper 4o see if T
could still vse it. But aP?are.h-H?-, Rodrick was
even worse about Aoins his research than ME.



A HU’N‘JFP.J \!ears A;.?-.;-
\J‘j Rodrick Hem:}r

Sometimes 1 Sit and wonder
Abourt stuff I dont know

Like what +he heck the earth was like
A F}Unotch ?EGFS d&o.

Did cavemen ride on dinosaurs 7
Did flowers even grow?

Well we could guess but that was back
A hondred years ago.

T wish 4hey built a ime machine
And ‘I'I'e)! Flckaj me to g0

To check out what the scene was like
A hundred years ago:

Did glarrt SPnd‘ers rule +he earth?
Were deserts filled with Snow ?

I wonJcr what 'hlwc 51'*-‘!")' was

A hundred yedrs dgo.

D~




T guess T learned my lesson about b ihg a
paper off someone. Or at least of f of RODRICK.

When +hird Pen’od rolled around, T didnt have
a.h7+|-\|'h3 to 4urn in 4o Mr. Hoff. T quess that
means T 1| be *l'o.kiha summer school for Hiﬂor}(.

And my da?r got a whole lot worse after that.
When T 9ot home from school, Mom was waiting
for me at +he front door.

You know that stack of bills T ?a.irl Rodrick
with? Well, he 4ried 4o cash them ALL in at
once to get money for a used rno-l‘orcycle. T svre
Mom knew same-ﬂ-\ihs was -F-'s!n)/, since Rodrick has

never earned a sihsla Mom Buck on his own.



Rodrick told Mom where he 9ot the money, and
she ‘{"'3 around my room vl she found Py stash
under the mattress. Mom krew she never P"'+
$100,000 into circulation, so she confiscated ALL
:Z cash, even the ones T earned for real. T guess

ats the end of the Mom Bucks program.

To be honest with yous T'm kind of relieved.
SleePJhS on that Pile of cash e\rery Nsh-\‘ was

reqlly stressing me out.

Mom was mad that T +ried +o put one over on
her like that, so she gave me a ?uhishmh-h But
;3 got that out of the way before dinmer.

MOM SAYS WE
HAVE TO CLEAN
THE WHOLE
GARAGE.




ﬂwrsddx
'Todu?* was %ahks&i\rih& 3 and it started off like

i+ o.1wn?¢5 does: with Aunt Loretta skowihs vp

|

+we hours earl y

o

Mom always makes me nhd Ro&ricl: “entertain
Aunt Loretta, and that means +alk +o her undil
+he rest of the -furm'i?( shows up-

The f)iaseﬁ' -!fia}rfs me and Rodrick have ever had

were oVer tho Jhdns ‘o srerf ]\er first.




The rest of the -Fﬁm'if started 'I'r.‘ckh'ha in around

11:00. Dad's brother, Uncle Joe, and his kids
were the last ones to show up around 12:30.

Uncle Joe's kids all call Dad +he same '|”nih3-

Mom thinks it's r'Ed.H?t cute, but Dad swears that
Uncle Joe tells his kids to do it on purpose.

'm'hss are ?re‘H?! tense between Dad and Uncle
Joe, because Dad is still mad at Uncle Joe for
som+hih3 he did LAST ‘ﬂmhkssivihs. Back then,
Manny had Jus-l‘ started 'Pﬂ‘H‘)l +rnihih3, and he
was zihs PrrH-)( 309&. Tn fact, he was Probdbl}f
about wo weeks from l‘:e-'hs out of dIaPers.



But Uncle Joe said Someﬂ'\ihs +o Muhn?‘ +hat
r.hnhs:d EVET)"]‘"\;\".S.

BETTER LOOK OUT FOR
THE "POTTY MONSTER,”

LITTLE FELLA!

HE|

T4+ was six months before Manhy would even step

foot in the bathroom again.

E.ve.ry time Dad chunse& a &Ir-l-f Ji:\?ar after that,
T heard him cursing Uncle Joe under his breath.

We had dinner around 2:00, and then ?ea?ie
went into the |ivih3 room to talk. T didnt feel
like +a||:ih5, so T went in the {um'l.y room o Piu.?t
video games.



E.Veh‘l*unll?', T guess Dad had ehaush of the
family, too, so he went downstairs to work on his
Civil War battlefield. But he farsn-l' 4o lock the
door +a -H'\t. furnace room, and Uncle Joe wall’:ed
in after him.

Uncle Joe seemed pre interested in what Dad
was wor‘kms on, so Dad told him all about it.

Dad gave Uncle Joe +his bis, sPeed\ about the
150+h Resimeh-!* and the role i+ Pln}(ﬁ.d at
Geﬁ)‘sﬁurs, and SPC'M' about a half hour :lcscr.‘b:hs
the whole battle.

But T don+t think Uncle Joe was renlly listening
1o Dad’s s?eec}q.




%a?d(s&.\rr'hﬂ didnt last too much '|nh3er after ﬂ'\a‘h
Dad went uvpstairs and turned up the thermostat

unhil i+ 501’ 5‘l’u¥¥y and e\'er?!ohe cleared ovt. And
that's PreH{‘ much how Thanksgiving ends every

?'eu.r at our house.

DECEMBER

Saturda

You remember how T said Mom and Dad were
going to eventually find out about Rodrick’s
Pnﬁ){? Well, i+ -ﬁmlly ,h“??emd -I'ocld.};.

Mom sent Dad out +o Pick up the pictures from
ﬂnhksaivihs, and when Dad got back, you could
tell he wasn+t th?y about sameﬂ\ihs.



The picture in Dad's hand was from Rodrncf:s party.

T+ looked like one of Rodrick’s friends ncd&ehﬁ‘qll?t
+ook a ?ic-h.-re with Moms camera, which she kee?s
on the shelf above the stereo. And when he +ook
the picture, it captured the whole scene.

SAT OCT 27

" . \i’@x\z
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Rodrick +ried +o c]eh?r that he had a ?nr{)t. But
e'.‘ery-fhihs was ri3h+ there in the Pi:-h.ure , 50
+here reallf wash+ any point.

Mom and Dad ook away Rodrick’s car keys and
told him his Puhishmeth is that he’s not allowed
to leave the house for a whole MONTH.

‘ﬂ-\ey were even mad at ME, because +}\e7 said T
was Ro&rick‘s "n:r.orn?iic.e.“ So I so‘l' H‘f with a

+wo-week vi&eo game ban.

Suhdn

Mom and Dad have been all over Rodrick’s case
ever since they found out about his ?nr{'y.
Rodrick usw.li?v sleeps until 2:00 in the afternoon
oh weekeh(is, but ‘\'ocla?r Dad made Rodrick se‘i'
out of bed b};‘ 8:00 A.M.

Makihs Rodrick get out of bed early is a Pnﬂ?
bis blow +o Hn, because Rodrick VES +o
sleep. One time last fall, Rodrick slept for 'I'ha'r'-l')(-
six hours STRAIGHT.



HE slelﬁﬁ all 'ﬂ'\e wa?r from Suhday‘ Ns}\'l' until
‘ﬂes&n?! morning, and he didnt even realize he

missed a whole &n?' of his life until Tucsda?( 'F‘ﬁs*\‘h

HEY ... WHERE'S
MONDAY NIGHT
FOOTBALL?

But it looks like Rodrick has found 4 way around
+the new 8:00 rule. Now, when Dad +ells Rodrick
Yo get out of bed, Rodrick Jus+ Jrnss his stuff
:.-Ps-}uirs with him and he sleer on the couch
until it's +ime for dinner. So T guess you gotta
give +his round to Rodrick.




Tuasdni

Mom and Dad are going away again +his weekend,
and -i‘}we?r‘re &ra?Pihs me and Rodrick off at
GmhdFals. ‘ﬂ\:ry said they WERE gohha let us
.ﬁ.'l'at}«r l'\omr., but we ?rc\fe! we cant be trusted on

our owh.

Grcxhd?a lives over in Leisure Towers, which is
this old folks home. T had +o sPehcl a week
there with Rodrick a few months ago, and it was

the low point of my whole summer.

Mahn?( is s+nfih3 with Gramma +this wcakchd, and
T4 give ANYTHING 4o trade ?|acc.s with him.
Gramma always has her fr[dse stocked with soda
and cake dh\; stuff like that, and she has cable
TV with all +the movie channels.




The reason Mnhh‘y is going to Grammas is because
Manny is Grammas favorite. And all you need 4o do
is take one look at her refrigerator for the proof.

But if anyone ever accuses Gramma of shawihs
favorites, she gets all defensive.

I LOVE ALL MY
GRANDCHILDREN
THE SAME.

|
|
I




z"j\h& it's not J'us+ 'ﬂ\e ?ic-rures oh -I"he -Fridse,
either. Gramma has Mnnh)ﬂls :.J:rawihss and stoff
}mr-.sihs up all over +he house.

'ﬂ‘\c ohly +hih3 'ﬂ'\u'l' Gramma l'ms from ME is
this note T wrote her when T was six. T was
mad at her because she wouldnt give me any ice
cream before dihhtr, 50 }\err.'s w"m'f l- wrote:

hate

oY (Gram.|
Y e

Gramma has keP+ that note all these ymrs, and
she’s STILL hol:!ihﬂ it over my head.

AND THIS IS WHAT ™MY
WONDERFUL GRANDSON
GREGORY MADE FOR ME!

')EE
3




'k guess every srqhéparch-!- has their favorite,
and T can understand that. But at least
Gr‘dh&?d s up front about it.

Su-h;r&n?f
\«lall, Mom dhd Daci &um?cd me dhr.‘ Rodﬁck o{--l-
at Grnh:l?n’s -h::day, Just like -l'\'\:?r said .H“f

were gonna do.

T started |oo1:ih5 for mtys +o entertain m?(sd-ac i
but +here's ho‘l'}\ihs in Grnh&Pa's condo that's
fun to do, so T Just sat down with him and
watched TV. But Grdhcl?o. doesnt even watch
real s%aws. He Jus-t kee?s his TV 4uned +o -ﬂ\e
se.curF-’ry camera that's in the front |o£a|:l‘y of his
f}uildihs.



And after a few hours of THAT, you start o
go a little nuts.

OH, SURE! BARRY GROSSMAN
HAS TIME TO GO OUT FOR A
THREE-HOUR WALK, BUT HE
DOESN'T HAVE TIME TO
RETURN MY VACUUM!

At about 5:00, Grahd?a made us dinner. Grah&?a.
makes this awful 'T!r\fh& called “watercress salad,”
and s the worst ‘ﬂ'qfhs yau ever tasted.

T+s ba.sica"?/ a bunch of cold green beans and
cucumbers ﬂoo-l-ihs in a pool of vinegar.




Rodrick krows T hate watercress salad more than
AWTHING, so the last +ime we s+n?(r.& at
Grdhd?a's, Rodrick made sure 4o ple it on my plate.

GREG LOVES
WATERCRESS

T had 4o sit there and choke down every bite so
Gruh&?afs {e.dfhas wauHh"l' I)t. hurﬂ'.

a -]

my ?1a+e?




Tohial;ﬁ, Gl:'ﬂhd?du gave us our salad, and T
acted like T was gohha eat it. But then T
Just stuffed i+ all in my Packe-l- when no one

was |ookih5.

T+ fel+ ?reﬂ'?' disauerins when +he cold vinegar
started runhing down m iea, but believe me i+
was about a -ﬂwusuh& +imes better -ﬂ\ah havihe_

1o EAT it.

After dinner, the three of us went into the 1i~.rih3
room. Gmhd?a. has all these reall}e old board

games, and he ulwa);s makes me and Rodrick Pi"‘)'
them with him.

He has this one game called “Gutbusters,” where
ohe Flu?fer r‘e.a&s a car& " ahd ﬂ'\e uﬂ-\er ?h)(er
tries not o Eaug"\.



T a.llwn?(s beat Gmtha, ms-H?f because the \jokes

clr.:h'+ mke :ih?! sense to me.

PUTTING ECONOMIC
POLICY BEFORE FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY
15 LIKE PUTTING
THE CART BEFORE
THE HORSE.

HAW, HAW,
HAW!

T always beat Rodrick, 4oo, but that's because
Rodrick loses on purpose. \Whenever i+ my turn

+o read a card . he makes sure he has a bis
mouthful of milk.




At 10:00, T was re:\&?‘ for bed. But Rodrick
called the couch, and that meant T had 4o sleep
w:"ﬂ'\ Gru.hd\m a&u.fh‘

Al T can say is, if Mom and Dad were +r?a'h3
+o 'I'eo.rj\ me o lesson +'ol' r,ovcl'ihs {or Ro&rick,

well, mission accom?lishe:l.

COULD YOU PUT
MY TEETH IN

Sunday

Rodrick has a bis Science Fair project due
ris}ﬂ' before Christmas break, and i+ looks like
Mom and Dad are mnkih& Rodrick do +his one all
b,y himsel{.



Last year, Rodrick’s science project was called
"Does Watching Violent Movies Make People Think
Violent %oush‘fs?"

54 guess +he idea was 4o have PeoPle watch horror
movies and then draw pictures afterward to show
how the movies affected them.

But i+ was reqil?; _jus‘r an excuse for Rodrick and
his friends o watch a bunch of horror movies on
school rﬁa}ﬁ’s.

Rodrick’s friends got the mvie-wa.-fd'\ihs qu“f
done, but 1'5{\&?( didnt draw a sihslt Fid‘ur’e. And
+he nish'f before the Science Fair, Rodrick didn+
have nhf’r}wihs to show for himself.



So me, Mom, and Dad had to bail Rodrick out. Dad
-Yy?ed up the paper, Mom made the poster board
stuff A and T had to draw a bunch of ?.‘dure_s.

T dd m?f best +o imaiht what ‘l'temeers would
draw after wa-’rc'nihs violent movies.

% 2l
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The +hing that REALLY stinks is that T
mus’n’r heat from Mom when she saw rn?t Jr'nthss,
becauvse she said H’wy were “disi'urbihs.‘ And
that's w:h!y T was or\l}! allowed to watch G-rated
movies for the rest of the year.

But if you want to +alk about "&JS*I'urﬁihs," you
shouldve seen some of the stuff T"\mhh?( was
comihg vp with those dnys.




One his,}-rl- , Rodrick o.cci&eh'i'all?r left one of his
Norror movies in +he DVD Pln?egr, and when
Mo.'n'n?r went 4o turn on cartoons the nex+ "J'“f :
he 5o+ Rodrick’s movie instead.

T came across a coufﬂe of Mahh}v‘s drnwihﬁs
after that, and some of them were ehaugl‘-. +o
si‘u ME th}\err:s.




Tuasdni

Mom and Dad set up dve dates for Rodrick on his
Science Fair project, and by 6:00 +aw3}1+, he was
SU?Posed 1o tell them the theme of his experiment.

But at 6:45, -l'hEhss weren+ bakih& 50 soo-:f.

Rodn‘ck was wn'l*c:hihs a s:how about astronauts,
and what 1’\n??ch5 +o them after ‘ﬂxay'\fc been vp
in space for a 1oh3 time. The show said that
when the astronauvts Se'l' back 4o Eaf‘!’h, -H-xe)('r'e.
u:‘i‘ua"?( TALLER ‘|',ndh wi‘\eh ‘I’"’.t?! lef+.

And the reason is because theres no sro.\ri'l')' n

space, so -I'heir sPi‘nes de.c::mPress or Somﬂ\i‘ns.

well, +hat gave Rodrick the idea he was look-'hs for.



Rodrick told Mom and Dad he was going o do
his science ex?eﬁhﬂh+ oh +|-w. effect of "zero
smviv" on the human spine. And from the wayy
Rodrick was +d.1kihs it up, you'& think the results

of his e.x?e.rime.h'f were gohhad berefit mankind.

Dad seemed prety Em?r'essecl. Or mfbe he was
Ju!rf relieved that Rodrick actually came 'l’Jnraush oh
his first task. But T +hink Dad started +o see
%hihss a litte different later on when he +old
Rodrick +o take the trash out to the curb.

I CANT. I'™M
DOING MY
RESEARCH,



‘wledhcsdu:f
Yeshrdn at sr.q'mu| +hey announced 'lT?'ou'ts for
the big W:m‘er Talent SK

As soon as T found out about T, T came vp
wiﬂ'\ +H5 AWESOME idea for a conedy skit
+that me and Rawle:f could do. But T admit the
REAL reason T wrote it was +o give m{ysdf an
excuse to talk o Holly Hills, who is Heather Hillss
sister and the most ?a?vlur sfrl n n}f st‘a.ejr,.

The Boy Whose
Fdl'llly Thinks

He's « DOG




HEY, YOU'RE NOT
SUPPOSED TO BE
UP ON THE COUCH,

BUT I'™M NOT

WE'RE OFF ON A
ROMANTIC VACATION,
1 GUESS WE'LL HAVE
TO PUT YOU IN
THE KENNEL!

The End.




CREDITS

WRITER - GREG HEFFLEY
DIRECTOR - GREG HEFFLEY
DAD - GREG HEFFLEY
MOM - HOLLY HILLS
DOG-BOY - ROWLEY JEFFERSON

T showed Rawley +he seript, but he wasnt oo
enthusiastic about the idea.

You'd think Rowh}; would be 3rn+e-Fu| that T
wds gohha make him a bis star. But like Mom
alwd.ys says, there are some PCO?LE you Just
cant Pleuse.



'ﬁ\ursda?e

'Rowley went and found someone ELSE o partner
with for the Talent Show. He'’s gehina do a magic
act with this kid from his karate class named

Sco‘H'?‘ Pouslns.

And if ?'ou want to know if Thm Jenlous, let me
put it to yov +his way: Sco‘l"rf Paus,las is in the
FIRST GRADE. So Rowltf will be iutk}-{ i he

doesn+ get beat vp at school for +his.

Ir].
N‘:U"F
L
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'ﬂ\e?l're }-.a.\.r:'hs ohe bi‘s Talent Show for +he
:lcm:h‘!'qr'?f school, the middle school, and +he
}n‘s}\ school. So +hat means Rodrick and his
band are gonha be in the same competition as

Rowie?( and Sca‘H'y Douslas.

Rodrick’s ALL fired up about the Talent Show.
His band has never plnyed in front of a crowd,
50 ﬂ'\ey see ﬂu's as ﬂw’r bis, anahce to Sei' noticed.



Rodrick is still 3rouhdecl, but the rule is that he's
not allowed 4o leave the house. So his band Just
comes oVer ew.'ry dn)( ahd ?rac-ﬁces down in -H-\e.
basement. T think Dad’s starting o wish he had
worded Rodrick's Puhishmeh+ a little dl'-qerenﬂ}(.

But if Rodrick’s band ren"y +hfhk5 ﬂ'&e.;f cahn win
+his Talent Show, ﬂ‘-c}/ better get serious and
Plar some actual music. Because ‘H'\e?' SPeh'f 'ﬂ'\:.'r
last two practices -Foolihs around with a new echo
Pe&al 'H'\r.y got over the weekend.

SOMEBODY
FARTED FARTED

FARTED FARTED
FARTED



Fr‘i&n

ﬁh&ed Rodrick’s ?urﬁshmrﬂ' +wo weeks early,
because he was going bonkers listening +o LI:i&a!
DfPer practice every da.'y. So +ah4'3'n+, Rodrick
went to h.’s {:r[:hd wnrd’s for +h: wcgkzhd.

\.-l.‘+h Ro&ri:k out of ‘l'he housa, 'I:thr meaht -H'\t.
basement was free. So I Ehvi'h'.d Rawh?( over to
SPeh& the rﬁsln-h

Me d.hd Row!e?( l)ous]\'f a i)uhc"\ of cnh(‘l}( dhcl
soda, and 'Rawle}; braus!'v!‘ over his ?ar%abl.e V.
\We even mhnse& to get our hands on a cau?le of

Rodrick’s horror movies, so we were all set. But
then Mom came downstairs with I"'lahny.




The ahi?' reason Mom dum?ed Mahh){ oh us was
so he could spy and +ell her if we were doihs
dhy—ﬁ\iha wrong.

E.\l'er}( thslz +ime I,Vf_ !:\dde a slee-.?o\fer, Mdhhf

has ruined i+. The last +ime P\owﬁe?f slc?-l' over
was the WORST,

Mu.hh?f mustve gotten cold in the middle of the
hish‘i', so he crawled into Rowk)f's s'lee?ihs bo.s
to 3#.1' warm.

_ﬂ’m'l‘ freaked Rowle.y out ehaus}'\ to make ‘\im g0
home tur!?l. And he hasnt been back +o sPahd
the night ever since.



T+ looked like Mdhh‘y‘ was gohha ruih ANOTHER
sleepover. Me and Rowley couldnt watch our horror
moVies with Hahhf around, so we decided to Jus+
play board games instead.

But T'm a little sick of board games, and
besides, Rowle?r was kind of JrN}hs me. cra.z)(-

He needed +o 9o 1o the bathroom ever?r five
minutes, and whenever he'd come back downstairs,

he'd kick a ?iﬂow across the room.

T 5.r N
T+ might have been funny the first couple of +imes,
but then it really starte getting on my nerves. So
-I'he hext time ow|e?' went ups-hairs +o use ‘ﬂ*.e
bathroom, T \Fla.?(e& a ?Fdhk on him.



i put one of Dad’s dumbbells underneath a pillow.
And sure ehaush, the next time Rowkef came
c{owns-fdirs, he gave it oa bis kick.

Well, that did i+ Rowlay started blubbering like
a Bd.b}/, and T couldnt quiet him down.

And with all the racket Pxowle?( was ”“k“‘S* Mom

Came dowhsﬁirs.

Mom took a look at Rowley's bis toe, and she
seemed pretty concerned. T +hink Mom's
sensitive about Rowl:y 5:‘H'ih3 Ih\jure& in our
house after +he tinfoil ball incident, so she
drove }'\im ris}'\'l‘ ,nome..

T was Jus+ slad she didnt ask us how it haP?ehed.



As soon as Mom and P»owley walked out the door,
T knew Td better start warkihs on Md.hh)f.

Mnm?' saw me put that dumbbell under the ?iliow,
and T krew he would tell Mom what T did. So T
came up with an idea to kee? him from shi-i‘chms.

T ?n:l:ed some bn&s and told Manny T was
gonha run r:.\wa?i from home so T didn% have 4o

face Mom for what T did.

'ﬂ\eh I wd.“:ed out 'H'\e door dhd' ac‘!’ed like I

was le.dnvfhs for soo&.

GOOD-BYE,
CH, FAMILY.




'k got that idea from Rodrick. He used +o ?ull
the same kind of ‘r’nihs on me when HE did
s::me-ﬂn'hs bad and he knew T was gohha +ell on
HIM. He would act like he was ruhhing away,

and then five minutes later, he would Just walk
back inside.

Ahd b}( -Hw.-l‘ time, 'I wds rea&y to -Forsi\re Hm
for whﬁe.var he cl.rl

So after T +old Mnhhy T was lz.aths home, T
shut the door and waited outside for a few minutes.
Ahd when I o?ehe& the Joor‘, I. exF:d'eJ 1o find
him cryihs in the -Foyer. But Mdhh?' wasnt where
I lef+ Hm. I S'h;lr‘!'ed wu.u:ihg arouhd 'H'\e 4‘\005&.
|oo]£-'h3 for him, and guess where he was?



Down in the bascme.h‘!’, eating h7 mh&}/.

Ahy’wdf, M la'H'[hs Mahn?! eat my :ahd?l is ‘H’\c
price T have +o pay +o keeP hirm quiet, T can live
with it.

Saturda

A-Her I woke up +his mﬁu’h&, :‘: went down to
+he kitchen. But one look at Moms face told me
that Mnhh)t sold me out.



Mnhh?l told Mom e'ury'l'}wina. He even told her
about our }\arrar movies. Dont even ask me how

he knew about THAT.

Mom made me call Rowlz‘y +o a?ologize, but then

she made me +alk 4o his parents and apologize to
THEM, 400. So T dont think T'm going to get
invited back over to Rowh?!'s house any +ime soon.

Then Mom got on +he F’nohe with Mrs. Jefferson.
Mrs. Jefferson said Rowle}f's bi3 +oe was broken,
and that he had 4o s+a.)f off it for a week.

Then Mrs. Jefferson said Rowley is "heartbroken,”
because this means he'll have to miss the Talent
Show +r‘>(au+s. Ah& he's been Pr‘a.diciha his m‘gic
act with Sta‘H')( Douglas all week.




So Mom told Mrs. Jefferson that T would be
HAPPY 4o fill in for Rowley at the 4ryouts. T
started tugging at Moms sleeve +o let {cr know
this was a TERRIBLE idea, but of course she

Jus-f .'Share& me.

A-F'I'et’ Mom So+ off 'ﬂ'\e ?*\ahE, ']: +o|cl l-\er 'Hﬁé‘.
las+ +Hh3 T needed at school is to be onhstage
dor'hs ms,.'c tricks with a kid who was in Pulles

a )’Cdl" nao.

But Mom made me g ’rhmush with it anyway.
She took me down to Scotty's house and
ex?lnihed the situation to his mother. So now
-H-xere was ho SeHEhS out of it.




Mrs. Pau&lus ih\ri‘re:! me Ihside, dh& me :\hd

went up to his room o start practicng.
Well, the first ‘H‘\ihs T found out was that
Rowley and Sca-Hy were hot equal partners in +his
act. wle;/ was nc‘l'ud"y Sco-l"‘l-)('s ASSISTANT.

T +old 5:0++7 there was no WAY T was gonna

be a ms-'ciuh's assistant to a {u'rs+—3rqder. But
Scotty said it was HIS magic set, and he started
'l'hfow:'hs a bis fantrum.

Se T Just went alahs with the idea to k:e?
5{01"&7‘ quiet, because believe me, T did not need

dh?' more +rouble.

Then Sca‘Hy handed me +his shirt that was covered
with all +hese s?quy sequins, and he told me
+hat i was rn?! costume.



T+ looked like somﬂ'\ihs Gramma would wear +o
B:'hso. T +old Sca'H)( mybe T could wear sorv-rﬂ'\ihs
cooler, like a leather Jacke+, but he said that
woul&hl'l' Be "MSI*:“ e‘rwsh

Ah'ywq , it turns out all T have +o do for the
{nh& Sco-H)' a prop every once in a while,

act is
S0 myl)e it ren“;( isnt going to be all that bad.

But ask me how T feel again if we get in and
have +o ?er-Form o‘ns+n3e in front of five hundred
PmPle instead of Sco-H‘)t’s bnby sister.

AND FOR MY
NEXT TWICK....
Sunday

T +ell you ONE soo& +hin3 +hat's come out of
practicing +his magic act with Sco-H)( Pous!us-‘
T.+'s si\reh me o buhch o{ 500& ideas for more
Cre-'ah‘l‘on ‘H\E Cretin comics.




Rowlc?l qut doih& his comic strip "Zoo-\ee

Mama!" for the school

paper a few months ago,

becuuse. l-\e said l-\e. wahﬂd +to ha\fe more time to
Pla}( with his Dinoblazer action 'Fiaures- That

means the cartoonist Jab is open a.sa.ih, and

mybe 'I: !.-mve d s}'\ot

™M GONNA MAKE THIS TA DA! YOU DIDNT
APPLE DISAPPEAR. MAKE 1T
OH JUST ATE IT!
) BOY! \ '
UH OH, YOU 0K, WATCH THS.
FIGURED OUT NOW AINT
MY TRICK.  vou pron'T THAT
EVEN EAT THE MAGIC? THAT'S NOT
WHOLE THING! / MAGIC, I.;I'S
( LIGHTER!
.; } ?IJE FLICK Q;:} \ T
OOPS. T PLUS, THAT'S OOPS,
r— EOQLYOURE. 357 EvEn A
WAS MAGIC.  wASTeraN,  MAGICIAN'S
TN wLITE A
IOT! g
( HAT!
)
< 3 s
END,




Mohda;{
Well, 300:1 news on the Talent Show. The ‘h"?'cu‘}s
were -{‘c&ny, and me and Sc.o—H')/ didnt make i+ in.

OK, so rﬂd}sz T could have done a better Job as
Scotty's assistant. But T didn4t blow it on
PURPOSE. T Ju5+ -Forso‘l‘ 1o hand him his

props onhce or twice.

We were the ONLY ones who didnt make the
cwt, and +that a:‘l‘unu?' is kind of :mbarrass-'hs.

T know we werent exactly the best act 4r ihg
out 'l‘ocid.?l, but we werent -H-;e. ‘W'ORST, e.i-ﬂ-\er.
Some of the acts that so-f in were a lot lamer

‘l'}mh our maiﬂ: act.



'ﬂ\is kih&arﬂar-ther humecl Hur Gilbertson mcle
the cwt, and all he did was roller-skate figure
e:'sh‘l's around a boom box that was Ptn;{ihs

“Yankee Doodle Dnhd?‘."

nin
_'g_ g
- ¥
Rodrick’s band made it in, oo, and he’s acting
like that's some husz nccom?1is5.'\men+-

Like T said before, Rodrick is rea.Hr excited
about the Winter Talent Show. Tn fact, he
aci‘unlly 9ot his Science Fair project done a &n?/
EARLY so he could squeeze in some extra band
practices before the bis hi35h+.

But when Rodrick turned in his ?rojec+, his
Science teacher told him he was gohna have 4o
start over and come up wH'}\ a whole new idea. He

said that Rodrick didnt use the "scientific method”
with a }\YPoi'Jhesis and a conclusion and all that.



Rodrick told the teacher he uc'h.mll;; grew a
sixteenth of an inch d”""hs. his “zero ﬁr“"v"
ex?erimhi* ; S0 +hat ?ro\.red he was on to som-thins.

But his teacher said that's a normal amount for a
bo?t Ro&r.'zk's age ‘o grow in a r-nh-‘rh.

\Well, +his m")z stinks for me, becavse T had decided
1o do my Science Fair project on “2er0 sravﬂy," Yoo.

And now it looks like all +he research T did was
J_uﬁ‘ a 5:'3 waste of time.




Dad told Rodrick he's 3oih3 +o have o Jur{' Ski?
the Talent Show so he can do a new exPer.'mehh

but Rodrick Sc\ys he's not 30ih3 1o do it

Rodrick +old Dad he doesnt CARE about school
arymore. He. sau'cl Hs Pln'n is to win 'I'Jne +alent
show nh& use ‘H‘m +n?e. of ﬂ'\r. Per{armhu +o
sr.'l‘ sthed to 4 record label. ‘ﬂ'\ch helll qui'l'
school and jus+ do the band full-time.

T+ sounds like a terrible ?I“h to me, but T
think Dad is pretty open to the idea.




&dhesdn;{

Toh?sjn‘f was the i::.'a \Winter Talent Show. T didnt
want to 30, and rerther did Dad. But Mom made
us boﬂ-\ 90 ‘o s}mw our su??ar-t for R.o&n'ck.

Rodrick and Mom went to the school early +o
bring some stuff that Rodrick’s band needed, so
Dad had to ride in the band’s van with Bill. And
Dad wasnt too thrilled when he ran into his boss
in the school ?nri:a'hs lot.

The show kicked off at 7:00, and let me just
547, I 'H'\ihl: it was a reall {md idea to combine
the three schools for +his +5na'h3.



‘ﬂ\e)f ended up having kindergartners singing
songs to +heir ﬂ&&;f bears followed {3?( eish-reeh-
?Jear-aHs Joih‘g s?e.ed metal guitar solos.

AND NOW FOR
LARRY LARKINS
PERFORMANCE OF
"CARNAGE."

—

T dont think Dad aP?ro\teJ of Larr?' Larkin
and all his piercings. Halfway ﬂmrous}\ Lnrr?f's
guitar solo, Dad leaned over and whisPereé +o
the man sitting next o him.

WHAT'S THE WORST
THING THAT KID UP
THERE COULD SAY
TO YOU?




T wish T had time o warn Dad that the 9vy
he was +a.|||:ih3 to was Larr’yis father.

|
Another ?ro‘blsrn with combihEhs the schools was
ﬂ\dﬁr +}1ere were too mh}( acts, and ﬂ\e show

went on FOREVER.

A+ 9:30 -ﬂ‘\ey decided +o start runhing two acts
at the same time to i:.:e? +he show moVing nlahs,.
Sometimes i+ worked out all ris}ﬁ, like when +he?'
had Pa’r-ly Farrell tap-dancing while Spencer Kitt
was J“SS““S' But other times it didnt work out
+oo 300&, like when Terrence James PI"’ ed a
harmonica on a unicycle while Charise Kline read
her poem about 510(4! warming.

Rodrick’s band was the last act to take the stage.



Before the s:how, Rodrick uske.d me 1o vidm-h?e his
band durihs 'H‘ntir' act, but -I: told }'\-’m no WAY.

He’s been such a J’trk to me Iaﬁlj that T can't
believe he was +r)t.'r~.5 1o hit me up for a favor. Se
Mom volunteered for camera dl.d?r

Rodrick’s band got paired vp with Ha.rry Gitber+son,
the roHer—skd‘hhs kid. And T'm sure Rodrick wasnt
+oo 1'\:.??)( about THAT.,

WHO'S READY TO

RRRROCCCCKKKKK?

T roticed Dad wasn+ sitting next to me while
Rodrick’s band Plnyec{, so T looked around for him.



Dad was s-hah&iha in -H-\e back of -H\e S}/r‘a with
cotton balls S‘Hckihg out of his ears, and he 5+a7ed
+here until the sohg was over.

EXIT

R

TRAS

@
After Rodrick’s band performed, ﬂ\ey handed out
+he awards. Rodrick’s band didnt win nh}(ﬂ\ihs 4

but Hnr‘r}' Gilbertson walked away with the prize
for “Best Musical Act.”




But 'you’ll rever guess who the Grand Prize Winner
was: Rowley's babysitter, Leland.

He won {for his vah-frilaciuis-k act, becavse the Ju&ges

said it was “wholesome.”

T never thought T4 agree with Rodrick on
:sh?(-i‘hihs, but I’m shr-ﬁhs 40 wonder if r-m?(be
he was rig}\-i' about Leland ﬁeéhs a nerd after all.

A{‘fcr the S}ﬂow, Rodmk's, bnhd came back +o our
house +o watch the videoi'nPe of +heir Per{ormnc:.

‘ﬂ-\e?( were all Srumblihs about how -I'l-\e.}( got
“robbed,” and how the Judgas dont know the first
‘!’Hhs n‘.’:mri' r"ock nhd roll.



So their plan was o just mail the Viciea-i‘a?e off
+o some rcmrd labels nh& le+ -H'\:Jr ?:r{orrmhce
s?cak for itself.

They all sat down in front of the TV and
Miﬁk put the tape in the machine. But it took
about ﬂﬁﬁy seconds for everyone +o realize the
tape was worthless.

You krow how Rodrick asked Mom to Vi&eo‘in?: 'H'\e
show? Well, she did a pre SooJJob of -ﬁlm'hs, but
she talked nonstop during the first +wo minutes. And
the camera picked up every little comment she made.

THAT SHIRT MAKES
RODRICK'S ARMS LOOK

SO SKINNY!




Every fime Bl stuck out his tongue and flicked it
up and down like a rock star, you could hear Mom
r.'hs in wi-ﬂx het' onhIoh.

Tn fact, the ohl?' +ime Mom ﬁoPPed +qlkin5 was
when Rodrick did his drum solo. But during that
part, +he camera was Shnl(fha around so much that
you couldnt even see ah}z‘-l'i'wihs.

At first, Rodrick and his bandmates were reall
mad. But -H-\ah ohe of -H-\em remrnberecl -I+.o.+ ‘h(e
school +nPed the Talent Show, and it's su?Posed +o
be on the local cable channel +omorrow his,}vh

T guess that means ﬂ‘-.e?f'll all be coming back over
+o wa‘l’t"‘. THAT.



"ﬁ\ursdn’y
Well, +hfh35 have gotten REALLY bad for me in
+he last few hours.

Rodrick and his bandmates came over around 7:00
-h:hish'l‘ 1o watch the Talent Show on TV. The
sat -rhr‘uusia the whole three-hour show until their

{Mhd Cdme oh.

“The school a.r.+ua|.l7 did a decent Job of taping +he
?erifor"mhr.e, and ‘I'Jn-'hss were |ook-'h3 ?re‘H?' 300&
vp unti Rodrick’s drum solo.

T’na‘f‘s w]'\eh Mom started .-.Jmhdh&. A_h& wl'\ae\-‘er wads
&oihs 'H'\& 1fi|1|'-1.|'l'131 zmr'i‘-d riS}\'l’ in on Mom, ah& k&?-f
'H-\e camerd Poih-l'e& at }-.er -ﬁ:r 'H-\e rest of 'H'\e sohg.




'ﬂ'\efl' meant Rodrick didnt have ANYTHING he

could send o record companies. And he was ren"y
mad about it, too.

At first he was mad a+ Mom for messing "rhihss up-
But Mom said that if Rodrick didnt want Em?le +o
darce, he shouldnt ?En}( PUSICH

Then Rodrick turmed on ME. He said +his was all
MY fault, because if T Just ﬁ?cd the show like he
asked me to, none of this wouldve ho.??em&.

But T +old him that m?el:;e if he wasn+t such a
Jerk , T would have done i+ for him.

We started +o ?Ie.ll at each other. Mom and Dad
broke us up, ah& 'I'"\eh -H\e’y sent Ro&ricl: dn\-m +o

HS room and me vp +o mine.



But a cau?le of hours later T went downstairs,
and T ran into Rodrick in the kitchen. He was

Srﬂins, so T knew som‘l'hihs was up.
Rodrick +old me oy “secret was out.”

A+t first, T didnt know what he was ‘1'u|kih3
about. But then T So"r i+: He was 'I'u.‘ik-'hs about
+}ae -I‘Hhs ﬂ-\-ﬁ' hu??ahed to me +]-.Js Summer.

T ran down to the basemeh’r, and T ?icked up
Rodrick’s Phohﬁ to see if he had made an

calls. And sure e.haus!n, it looked like he idd
called EVERY friend of his who had a brother

or sister n?f age.

‘l b .’

é

B)/ tomorrow mr‘hihS, EVERYONE at m
school will know +he S'l'or'?(. And T'm sure Rodrick

exaggerated the facts +o make the story sound
even WORSE.



Now +hat r--y secrets out there, I want to Pt.-"r
on record what REALLY i-m??ehe& , and hot
Rodrick’s twisted version.

So }\zrz fa s goes.

Over the summer, me and Rodrick had +o S'I'a.y
with Gr’nhd\)q at his condo in Leisure Towr:fs for
a few &n}fs. But there was NOTHING 4o do,

and T. was soihs bonkers.

T was so bored, T broke out my old Jaurhal and
s+u.r+ecl +o write in it+. BPut +¢Jiih5 out a book
+that said "&idr'y" on the cover in front of
Rodrick was a HUGE mistake.




Rodrick stole my Journal and made a run for i+.
He Pr’abnblf would have made i+ into the bathroom
and locked +he door if someone hadnt lef+
Gutbusters sitting out.

T scoo?ed the book off the floor and ran out
into the hallway and down the stairwell. Then,
I &uckad into -H-\e l)d'}l:\t"aom in 'I'*\t. maih 1.0{){)?'
and locked h}‘SEL*F in a stall.

T kepﬂf m?t feet off the floor so that if Rodrick

came in, he wouldnt know T was in there.

T knew that if Rodrick got ahold of nyJauml, +
would be a rish-i'mrc. So T decided o Just rip the
whale -'t'HhS inte ﬁh?f litte pieces and flush them
down the tolet. T+ was better +o Juﬁ r:les*fo?r +he
thing than risk Rodrick getting his hands on it



But as soon as T started ri?Pins pages out of the
book, T heard +the bathroom door open. 5 5 ﬂ\ous’n'!'
it was Rodrick, so ']:Jus-f ﬂnye& -:om?iml}/ <l

T didnt hear ah)&hhs, so T peeked over the top

of the stall 4o see what was geing on. That's when
T saw a woman shhdhs in front of the mirror,

?nrHihs on mkw?.

!

i {isurzd 'l'l;\a |a&y Juﬁ accj&zh‘m"y wnhderr.& o
the mens room, because Pca?ie at Leisure Towers are

alwq?*s &aihg stuff like that.



T was about +o s?mk up and tell +his |ncl;( she
was in 'H\e wrong ‘ba-}hraon, but rF‘gﬂ‘ﬁ 'H'\eh
someone else walked in. Ah& guess whn‘f? I+ was

ANOTHER woman.

Thats when T realized that T was the one who
meSSeJ up, :ah& I was i -H\e WOMEN's bnﬂ‘.r‘aom.

5 Prmyed that +hose ladies would Just wash their
hands and leave so T could make a run for it.
Bot -H\e}y sat down in the stalls on either side of me.
And every +ime one woman would leave +the bathroom,
someohe else would come in and take their Pld{t..
So T couldnt leave.




If Rowle}( thinks he had i+ bad when those kids
made him eat the Cheese, he should ‘i’f‘?’ beihs
stuck in the Leisure Towers ladies’ room for an

hour and a half.

E guess Someohe e'veh-funﬂ?' heard me in there, and
'f:l\ey r‘e?or"fed me to -i'he front desk. ‘V\Iiﬂ\ih a few
minutes, word got around the builc‘ihs +hat there

was a4 "PeeP.'h3 Tom" in the women's room.

@ Q00000

+he +ime secur‘H?r came in and got me out of
+here, e\reryohe wl-\o li\'ed in Leisure Towe.rs was
down in the 10{35‘7. And Rodrick saw the whole
thing unfold upstairs on Grandpas TV.



Now +that the S‘h::ry was out, T knew T couldn’t
show m( face at school. Se T 4old Mom she was
gehna have +o transfer me somwher’e else, ahd

T +old her w}\y-

Mom said T shouldnt worry about what other
?wFl" +think. She told me that my classmates
would understand that T had Jusi' made an
“Nonest mistake.”

£ 3

So that Just proves ohce and for all that Mom
doesnt understand a THING about kids my age.

Now T'm kickihs m)fsel-lf for not kee?ihs up my
Peh—?o.'l relﬁiohs“\ip with Mamadou. Because if me
and him had shye& in touch, mybe T could have
gohe 4o France as an uchahse student and hd
out THERE for a few years.



A_" T know 15, +he one ?|qce T dont want +o
g0 tomorrow is school. And it looks like that's
Bxdt‘H;{ where T'm headed.

Frida

The gRAﬂEST thing happened 'iodu.)r. When T
walked in the door at school, a bunch of 9y cornered
me, and I braced r'?lsel{ for +the ‘tusihs Yo start.
But instead of harassing me, +’he;,' started
CONGRATULATING e,




Ever)eom was shaking y hand and patting me on
the bacl’., and T didnt know WHAT was 306?\3 oh.

With all those guys +a1kih3 to me at the same
4ime, i+ ook me a while +o make sense of nhﬁhihs.
But here's what must have hqﬂ:ehed.

T‘ne S'I'or'y Rodrick 4old his friends so'i' Pussed on
1o their brothers and sisters, and then -H-.e}(
4old THEIR friends.

But b)/ +he time word S?reqc! arounhd, all the
details got -I'o'l'nlly messed up.

So the s+ar?' went from me ucc}deh-ht"y wn|kih3
into +he womens bq‘l'}\room at Leisure Towers +o
me infiltrating the girls” locker room at Crossland
HIGH SCHOOL.



T couldnt believe e\'erfﬂ-\ﬂ-\s got twisted like
+hat, but T wasnt about 4o set the record
S‘h'dl's'}\‘f, either.

All of +he sudden, T was the hero at school. T

even got a nickname. Pea?ie were r.nH-‘hs me the
"Stealthinator.”

Someone even made me a Stealthinator headband,
and you better believe T wore it. 'ﬂnihss like +his
NEVER l‘-.a.PFeh to me, so T wasnt gohha pass

up my moment of Sior?'.



And for the first time ever, T knew what it
fel+ like +o be the most ?oFlﬂnr kid at school.

Uh-Forhm+el);, the girls werent as -‘mFresse&
with me as the 9uys were. In fact, T +hink T
nﬁsh-i‘ have a little +rouble getting someone to go
+o the Valentine'’s Dance with me.

YOU'RE
DISGUSTING!




Monday

You know how Rodrick wanted his band +o get
noticed? Well, he kind of got his wish, because
EVERYBODY knows who Loded Diper is now.

T guess samebad)! must have +hou3h+ +he +qu of
Mom cutting loose at the Talent Show was pre
-Fuhh}/, because its all over the Tnternet. And
now e'.rer?(am kmws Rs&rick He.mey as -H-\e. Jrummr
from the "Dahc.-'hs Mom' video.

Ever since, Rodrick’s been 'nu'(!c'ha out in the
basement, waiting for the whole 'H‘\ihs 1o blow
over. And T have to admit, T do feel kind of
sorry for him.

Tm getting teased about the video at school,
+o0, but at least Tim not IN it.



And even %m&*\ Rodrick can be a ]'\use. Jark
sometimes, he IS my brother.

Tormorrow is the Science Fair, and if Rodrick doesnt
tum in a project, he's gonina funk out of schodl.

So that's wh?( I offered to \'\:1? him out with Hs
?rojed', but Just this one last time. We worked
+ose+het’ all hiah‘r, and 1 doht mean o bt’n&,
but we did a raali}( aoocl J'o‘.'-.

An W}f ) when Rodrick gets First Prize tomorrow
th passes Science, T Jus+ l‘-o?e he realizes how

h»ck?' !'1: is o hcwe. a I:'raﬂ'\er like ME.

Experiment:

)
feathers pepper
= L1l

feet ==
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Whatever you do, don’t ask Greg Heffley how he spent his
summer vacation, because he definitely doesn’t want to
talk about it.

As Greg enters the new school
year, he's eager to put the past
three months behind him . ..
and one event in particular.

Unfortunately for Greg, his
older brother, Rodrick, knows
all about the incident Greg
wants to keep under wraps. But
secrets have a way of getting
out . .. especially when a diary
is involved.

Praise for Diary of a Wimpy Kid, the USA Today,
Publishers Weekly, and #1 New York Times bestseller:

*“A laugh-out-loud ‘novel
in cartoons' ... should keep
l readers in stitches.”
nove"‘"

—Publishers Weekly,
starred review

_people “
i An excellent choice for
reluctant readers ”

—School Library Journal
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