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TO GRAM



JANUARY
Suhdn;i
T wish T4 started kee-.?ihg a Jaur’hnl a lot earlier
on, because w)noever eh&s vp wri+ih3 m?z biograP}\y
IS gohha hn‘ft a lot of quesﬁnhs about my life in

+he years leadihs vp o middle school.

Luckily, T remember Just about everpzﬂ'ﬁhs that's
hn??em& to me sSince 'I was born. Ih fnc-l', I
can even remember stuff that thPched ‘o me

BEFORE T was born.

Back in those &n)fi it was J'us-t' me swimmEhs around
in the c}c\rk, &oihs bnckﬂi?s and +nkih3 naps

w}uahever I wnh-h:d.




'ﬂ‘\eh one &n w]neh I wds in 'H‘\e mi&c“e of
a r‘en”y 3001?‘\&?3 L 30+ woken up {? +hese

s+rah3t: hoises camiha 1Cram 'H‘\f: outsige.

ATl rr

o

At the time T didnt know what the heck T was
heuﬁhﬂ, but later on T found out it was Mom
?EPEHS N music -I'hraua\'\ these SPEc\ktrs she Pu-l' on
her belly.

=
- nﬁr

E_
o =

T guess Mom -l‘}mush'i' £ she Plnyt& classical music
for me e\fery &d)’ before T was born, it would turn
me into some kind of sehEus.
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ﬂnase sPenkerS came wi-t']n d mEtraP]nohe, nh& wlne:h
Mom wash+ ?ld)’;hﬁ music, she was -i'ellihg me
e\ftr?{-l'\‘ﬁhs that was going on in Ker life.

...AND THEN MOMMY WENT
TO THE STORE, WHERE SHE

BOUGHT YOU AN ADORABLE

BLUE HAT WITH LITTLE
DUCKLINGS ON IT!

Ahd w}\eh Pnc} came hame -From work, Mom wau|&
have him give me a blaw-by—blow of HIS c}n?f.

...50 THEN I TOLD BILL, “1 DID

SIGN THE BOTTOM OF THE 1044,
AND I FLIPPED THE PAPER OVER
SO HE COULD SEE FOR HIMSELF.




But that wasnt the end of it. E‘verpf night, Mom
would read to me for a half hour before she went
‘o bt&.

"™MR. LIMBKINS, I BEG
YOUR PARDON, SIR!
OLIVER TWIST HAS
ASKED FOR MORE'

The Prablem S, my slee? schedule didnt line up
with Moms. So when she was slaePEhs, Td be

wi cle anke.

ik qc-i'un”uy wish T4 qu’& more attention when Mom
was rtclc_]dhs ‘o me, -l'\'\augh.

L|.



Last week in school we had a Pop quiz oh a book,
and T hadn+ read i+ ye-l'. T was Pre-H‘y sure Mom
ren& -ﬂ'\n-l' one to me before I was bar’h, but I
couldnt remember any of the details.

42. What does %
Oliver Twist ask

for that gets him

in trouble? \

1 guess +he week Mom was ren&}hg that book, T
was busy &a?hs SGrnt'H'\ihs else.

The crazy -Hnihg is, Mom didnt NEED 4o use the

mIcro )naht far me to \'\tnr )ner'.
Y



T mean, T was INSIDE of her, so T could hear
e‘var;/ word she said whether T wanted o or not.

I CRAVE PICKLES,
BUT I CAN'T EAT
THEM BECAUSE THEY
MAKE ME GASSY!

DO I REALLY

NEED TO BE 'E
HEARING
THIS? ds

= :
i

I caul& also \'\tdr’\juﬁ' about EVERYTHING
-H‘m-l' wads hn\:?ehihs on -I'}\e. au-l'sicle. So w\\th

Mom d'ncl Dnc} 30'1‘ all mus)hy, I \'\d& to listen o
THAT, +oo.




T Ve never reull)z fel+ comfortable when people are
acting affectionate around me, ESPECIALLY
when it's rn;f ?nreh-i'ﬁ. T +ried to 3&'!' them 4o
s-l'aP, but +)ne7 hever 30-1* -H\e message.

]:h -Fnc-i‘, ever)rfhiha ]: +rie.d Ju5+ seemed +to
make -I'Hhﬂs WORSE.

EVERY TIME
WE KISS,
I FEEL A

LITTLE KICK!




After a few months of living like this, T had to
3e+ out of -H\ere, and that's why T was born
three weeks early. But after btihs hit b}f the cold
air and the blihj:hs lish'fs of the deli‘vary room,
T wished Il&\jus-i' s-l'd?fe& PU+'

Bf the time T came into the world, T was -I'a-l'all?f
Ele:e:P &ePri‘vt& and in a rmlly lausy mood. So if you
ever see a Pir_-i'ure of a hewborh, how you know

w’ny -1')ne>/ ulwn)fs look ticked off.

Introducing
our little
bundle of joy

5 pounds,
7 ounces




Th fact, T STILL havent cnu‘gh-t' up oh the
sle.e? T missed, and believe me, T ve been ‘I'I"?ffhs.

_~U

E.\rer since I was barh, I'\fa -h"ie;& to re-create
+he faelihs T had way back when T was ﬂan-h'hs
around in the dark, }mPP?f as could be.




But wheh )mu're: lﬁa‘ihs N a house; wH'ln four n-t'\\e;r
Pea?le, some ool is nlwn?rs gonna come nlahs and
ruin '1‘}\[?135 for )(au.

T met my older brother, Rodrick, a few days after
T was born. U? +o that point i +hou3}\+ T was
an nh|)f child, so T was ?re-H)/ &EsnPPoih-l'e.& to
find ovt T wasnt.
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M)’ family was living in a renlly small apartment
back -ﬁ\eh, and 1T had to share a room with
Rodrick. He got the crib, so for the first few
months of my life T had 4o sleep in the top
dresser druwen which T'm Pre-H'?r sure isht
even legal.

.- e e
MN—== Sl -

E.?e.h'l'unuy, Dad moved his work stuff out of the
room he was uiih3 as an office and made it into a
hur5tr>f. T 30'1’ Rodrick’s old cr‘ib, and he sa‘t' a

new bECL

Almost EVERYTHING T had back in +hose &ays

was a hand-me-down from Rodrick.
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B)/ -ﬂm time Sarne-t'Hhs came to me, it was ei-t']nar
worh-out or caverec} in slobber.

00,

E ven my PACIFIER was a hand-me-down from
Rodrick. T dont think he was reu&y ‘o sive it

Up, +hau3}\, which mi\gh'l' ex?lﬁih why he's never
renlly liked me.

12



T+ was Just +he four of us for a lahs +ime,,

and then one day Mom told me she was gonha
have another bngr. T was 3|ncl she gave me +he
}\eqc}i-u? so 1 could be ren&y.

THE UPSTAIRS
BATHROOM IS
MINE!

‘ o]
— L =

When my little brother, Mnhh)f, came nlaha,
evtr)/body -t';naush-i' he was so cute. But w}m-t'
-I'\‘\e?/ dont tell you about babies is that after

+\'\t7’re. barh, -H‘\e.?( hnvt -H‘n's black stub on -H\tir

ba“y button where the umbilical cord was +ied off.

—
- /- a - /
Zop—Y7 > 7
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EVah-i'unll)f, the stub dries vp and falls off, and
+he bnb?r has a re.aulnr-loak.?hﬂ be“?l button. The
-I')nihg IS, haba&;{ ever FOUND Mnhhy‘s stub.
And 4o +his &“7’ Tm still Pnrqhai& its gonha

shaw UP SOMEW}‘\EY'E.

STOP PICKING
AT YOUR FOOD!

N\\ﬂh I was d hewbar'n, Mom Pu*\‘ me in front of 'ﬂ\e
TV for an hour a &ny +o watch educational videos.

14



T dont know if those videos nc-t'uall)z made me
nh?f smarter, but at least T was smart enaus}\ +to

'Fiﬂure out how o Pu-l' oh Sameﬂ'ﬁhs T WANTED
to watch.

= g

I: AL SO ﬁisure& out )naw +o remove 'i']ne batteries
'Fram ‘l’}\t remote so no one cau]c} tfurn 'l')ne

educational videos back ON.

WHY ISN'T
THIS THING

15



But when 7au‘re; a bnb)z,, you cant re;ull)( get around
a lot, so there was ahl?f one Plnce T could hide
‘]')ht batteries.

HOW DID
THESE GET IN
HERE AGAIN?

T +hink Mom shouldVve let me crawl around on the
floor more when T was little, becauvse T was WAY
behind the other kids in my ?lnygroula when it
came +o the P)nysicﬂ stuff. While +he others were
sitting up and couch SUrfihS, T was still warkihs
oh li-H’Fhs ry head off the srauhd.




Then one c}n?z Mom bausln-i' me this +Hh3 called a
"Bn{)y Adventures Action Walker,” which was +he
first thing T ever got that Rodrick didnt have

bmco re me.

The Action Walker was AWESOME. T+ had a
million little 5&&3&1’5 ?/au could entertain ?Icrursel'F

with, Plus a cup Nolder.

But the best +h;h3 about it was T could get

nhywhere T needed o g0 without nc-}‘unll){ hnvihﬂ
+o WALK,

17



I cauld tell ‘I'}wri' w}\eh I wads in m?f Bn{'}?f A&vﬂh+urﬂs
Action Walker, all my li+te Pluygr’nuP friends felt
like c%umPs.

But then Mom read in some parenting magazine

that it wasnt o sooci idea to use bnb?f walkers,
because kids wouldnt &e\relo\) the ris}ﬁ' muscles
+o walk on their own. So Mom returned the
Action Walker 4o +he store, and T was back

o square ohe.

T+ took a long time, but eventually T DID

learn o walk. And before T knew i+, T was in
?reschnal.

18



T was Bno?Ehs T'd have a head start over +he
other kids because of all the work Mom had put
in with +he classical music and the educational
DVDS, but 'l'\'\e a'ﬂ'\er‘ moms must Ve &ahe 'ﬂ'\d'l'
stuff, too, because the competition in Presc}\aal
waS Prt-H')/ stiff.

T meah, )mu had kids in there who knew how

+o use buttons and zippers, when T could {qucl?(
'Fisure. out how o Pu” off rn?/ mittens without hel?
'Frﬂl“"l d sl"a'wh-uP.

_ Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff' G

A few of my classmates could write their own hames,
and one or two could count all the way to fif-l‘?/.

19



T knew T couldnt keeP vp, So T decided to
+r>/ and slow everyohe else down b}f -Fe.e&ihs +hem

bad information.

M)( ?lnh kind of backfired, +hau3¥|, and my
Preschaal teacher +old Mom T wasn+ |eurhih3 my
colors and slna?es like the other kids. But Mom

sni& I was Smart nh& -l'\\n-i' mnybe -l')ne. Problem was
I wash + {JtEhs CHALLENGED Ehaush.

So Mom m‘.'t'un“y took me out of Prtschaal nhc} hnd
me SKIP a 3rncle, ‘o kih&trsnr-l'eh. But that

decision was a total disaster.

20



The kids in kih&ersnr-l'eh seemed like GIANTS +o
me, and ‘I')DE.;I knew how to do stuff like cut with
scissors and color inside the lines.

3.Be respectul
U 4.Use sogﬁt manners |J

T didnt even make it a whole dn?z n kEh&er’Snrﬂh
before ‘ﬂ\e +ead\er ‘\ad 1o call Mom to come 3&’[‘ me.

‘ﬂ'\t next cln?! Mom br‘ous}ﬁ' me back o Presc"\oal
and asked the teacher if T could have r-u)/ cubby
back. T Just }m?e your academic record doesnt
follow you around, because i+ rnis}\-’r be +ou3¥\ for
me Yo get a sau& Job later on if \)eoP|e find out
T was a kihdersnr-l'th &ra?ou-l'.

21



Monday

Tm Pre.-Hy sure Mom decided that whatever she
tried with me when T was little didnt work out,
because she's -I'akEhs a -I'a-l'nll)f different n??ronc}\
with Mnhhy.

For starters, Mom Pre-i—i'?/ much lets Mnhhy watch
whatever he wants on TV. So he ketPs T on

this show called “The Shur?lesn +weh"r>/—faur
Kours a dn)f.

GROOPLE BLOP
POP. BOP BOP?

T tried to watch “The S‘nurPles" a few times, but
T had NO idea what was goihg oh. The ShurPles
have their own lnhsunse that T guess ohl)l +hree-
)ftnr—oHs can understand.

22



After Mnhhy watches the show, he gets
frustrated when no one in our fnm?ly cah
uhc}erﬁ'dh& Hm.

SPLINKY
SPLOP!

T
.

But the other c}n)/ Mom read an article in the
newspaper +hat said wn-l'cHhs "ﬂ\e Shu'l“Ph:S“
uc-l'unll)f sets kids back about a year with their

|nh3un3e &e\:ela?mth-l' and messes up +heir social
sk.‘lls, too.

23



Well, +hat txPlnEhs a lot. Mahhy doesnt have ahf
real friends, and whenever Mom holds ?lnyaraup
at our hause, Mdhh?f 1S 'H\e. ahly ohe w“\a &aeEhl'l'
interact with the other kids.

T +hink part of the issve is that Mnhhy doesn+
like to share his +a>(s. So when kids come over,

Mdhh}( locks himself inside our old &os Sweetie's
exercise pen and keePs his -1'07!5 all o himself.

And whenever Mom tries 1o get Md.hhy +to Pld?(
with other kids on his OWN, i+ backfires.

24



A-t' our clnurc}\ -l'he?f hn\ft -1'\\;5 hew +Hh3 w\\ere
-I'\‘\e?( send all the little kids down 4o the basement
c}urihg the service so -l'he:)/ can Pld‘)’ and color.

But the first time Mom dropped Manny off
clowhs-hirs, there was ohlyr one other kid in the
?147 area, and he told Mahh;z he was a Vampire.

T felt a little bad for Mnhhy becavse T had o
deal wi-ﬂw d scnr?f k.d w‘\eh I wds Hs age, +oo0.
T was stuck in ?reschaal with this bny named

Brndle)f w]na -l'errariz.e;c} me E."H’EI"')’ t]nnhce: he Sa-l'.

RAAARH/

i)
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T 4old Mom about Brn&ley every cld.)/ when T came
)narne;, and said T didnt want to 90 +o school
anymore. But that summer Brudltpz and his -anEly
moved away, so the Problem took care of itself.

After Brn&ley moved, Mom wrote o s-h:rr?' called
“Bad Bm&ley,“ about a kid who ulwa)rs misbehaves.
Brn&ley was a bad kid in real life, but in Moms
version he was Pr’e-H')/ much the devil.

—

Do not bite
the teacher,
Bradley.

Biting the
teacher 1s not
allowed!

T +hink Mom was nt-l'unll?l gohha ‘h"?l and get her
stor Publis}\eél but Br’n&ley and his famEly moVed
BACK into our he?ghbarhoa& +he next S?ﬁh‘g, So
she had o scrap t.

26



YOU REMEMBER

BRADLEY,
DON'T YOU?

Even '1'}\01:5}1 Mom never sa'l' her Bad Brn&le;)l

s-l'ary Publéshed, she used i+ to teach Mdhh;( about
Kow youre SU??ase& to behave in ?reschaol. And T
-I'th that's one of the reasons Mdhh)f is so afraid

of other kids his age.
o

“DON'T POKE YOUR
THUMB IN THAT

CHILD'S EYE,
BRADLEY!"

27



Ma.hh)( may hot have any REAL friends, but
he has a bunch of IMAGINARY ones. Tve
kind of lost count of them all, but the names T
can remember are Joey, Petey, Dd.hh?(, Charles

Aribble, The Other Charles Tribble, 'ﬂh)r Jim,
and J-D}\hh)f Cheddar.

T don*t know how Mnhh;z came up with all +hose
fake friends, but believe me, to him +‘r\a?(’re
REAL. One time Mnhhy took all his irnnﬂ;hnrf
friends to the grocery store and had a total

meltdown when Mom SUP?DSE&ly left+ Charles
Tn'{:lblc be‘\ih& in -’r}\t frozen -Faads aisle.

Sometimes T wonder if T"\nhhpz made up his
Emg}hnry friends so he could get stuff like extra
&csser-l' after &Ehner.

28



Mom says if we tell Mnhhy his so-called friends
arent real, he could be “traumatized.” So we Just
hnua +to 90 nloh& wE'H‘\ it.

IJUS'I' }\OPE he grows out of this soon, because

t's getting kind of ridiculous. Sometimes T have +o
wait until all of Mahhfs ima;hnry friends are done
usihﬂ the bathroom before T can 5!:‘]‘ n.

HURRY UP
IN THERE!

29



Ln-’rel?(,, Mnhhf has been Humihs -l'hr'hss he does
on his EmnSEhnry friends. 'ﬂwe other dn?f he
smashed a ?ln-l'e on the floor and then +old Mom
it was Johhh;z Cheddar, who seems to be the
troublemaker of the Puck.

I
o
3 !
o
SRR

Thstead of ?uhis}\[ha Mnhh?/ for bredkihs a
?ld.-h: and then |)(ih3 about i+, Mom gave a time-
out to J_ohhh?f Cheddar. Wha+ ren“y stinks is
+hat the time-out chair is the brand-new recliner
in the 'anﬂ)f room, So T couldn® sit in it to
watch television.

50



Like T said, T know this whole imaginary friend
-I'th is a bunch of bn|ohe7f, but Mnhh;z acts so
serious about it that it's kind of EPanky. Whenever
I 90 ‘o sit &awn SOrﬂew)nere n 'H'\e "\ause, I make
sure none of Mqhh?f's friends are around.

The las+ ﬂ\?hﬁ T need to do is PlnP down on the
sofa o wu't'd'\ TV nh& Squ?Sh 'T;h)f Jim.

T+s not like T'm wn-l‘cHhs a lot of television
these r:ldn?!s anyway. Mom is Pre:-l'-t'y worried about
Mnhhy and his social skills, so she doesnt like the
TV 4o be on when Mnhh?f’s around.

Receh-l'l?l, Mom came up with this idea called

"Fumily Niﬂh-h" where we Pln?« a board game of go
out to dinner together instead of watching TV.
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T guess +he idea is to get us to interact with one
another more so it rubs off on Mdhh)l.

When we go out to dinher, we usmll)/ end up at
+his Plnce called Carh)/‘s ?nmily—s-l')/le Restavrant.
'ﬂ\e?l have a rule at Carhfs +hat yau're: hot
allowed to wear a tie, and the first time we went

-H\e.r‘e;, Dn& fauh& -ﬂm-l' out -I')ne )nnr'c} wny.

YOU DONT LOOK
LIKE YOURE

o
Wey

[WALL OF SHAME |

ﬂ\ere are a few different se;n+ih3 sections at
Carh{s, but since we nlwafs have Mnhhf with

us, ey put our -anily in the section called
“Childrens Alley."

32



Tn Childrens Alley, T dont think 'H\E)f eveh

bother clenh?hs up when one 'FnrnEly leaves and a

hew ohe comes in. So when yuu 3e+ to )rour +able ;
there’s led)/S crumpled-uP hdpkihs on the floor
and half-eaten french fries on the seats.

ﬂ\e first time we went o CarhfS, T didn* check

rn>l seat, and T ended vp si-l'-l'ihg on an npeh--&tce&
peanut butter and JE“?/ sandwich.

>/
U X
= \@

pa—

=

1% d 20
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Another -l'\mhs T hate about Childrens Alle)f S
-H‘m'l' ;lnu re rra}n't' next to 'H‘\e bn-]'!nroams 5 nhcl '1']ne

&aar‘s are nlwnys Swmsrhs a\oth, So )fcm can See in
-Hnere w}ne.h 7ou're -l'ryihg to eat.

2 - i i

Y

Also, the service is TERRIBLE at Carhys, so we
alwdj/ Just get the buffet and serve ourselves. The

'FDD

is in these metal trays, and there’s nlwu?rs
stuff {rom one -’rrn?( NIEEC(

n wr{‘}\ ‘H‘\e o+\'1tr5

Q'ﬂ

= [ ]
.

O
LE i, '\ 1{ “[; p {\ P{JHE' A Rrgera .-“';1

- o e -hq,,':—"‘-."'@ iR -rr.l q.-.

Corny FEED YER FACE
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A-t' -l']ne c}esser‘-l' bnr, -I'\\e?( }\n‘va ah ice=cream
&Esvehser w\\ere: P{au can mke Yr.)ur' owh 5uhc{ﬁe.
I know -l'}\n-i' 50uhcls sre.n-l', but -l'}\ere’s a reason
most restavrants dont le+ customers operate +he
soft-serve machines.

HELP
YERSELF!

%‘L%% /[ DESSERT

One of the reasons Mom likes o 90 to Carhyls 1S
+hat -l'ht)f have a ball pits and she's ha\)ihs Mnhh)f

will learn to ?Id‘)’ with other kids his age.




But Mahhf usunll)z J'us-l' buries himself in a PEla of
balls o hide from the other kids and then waits
it out until it's time to 90 Kome.

> 'a'f (ﬂ( =
5 ../ ol o 0
% 9 g J‘t==¢;g!.' 0%
55| Con s
1% 809)P" ¢ 0% qot!

Las+ ﬂwrs&nf we went to Corh)/ls, ahd Mom
nc*hmlly made Mnhny go in the plastic tubes so he
couldnt hide in the ball pit- Mahhy got freaked
out vp +lnere., +’nau3‘n, dmd \we was too scare& ‘o

come dawh on Hs owh.

e
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So Mom 'I'al& me I \\dcl to 9o vp -l-}were dh& 3&:".’
him since T was the nhl;/ one in the fam?lr who
was Small ehaugh +o crawl in the tubes.

T +ried clEmbEhﬂ up H\rou‘gh +he area Mnhhy Nad
used o get to the fubes, but it was too tight of
a squeeze and T had to bail out.

VAV

|
/A
|

- e

That meant the ohl)/ way T could get to Mnhh)z
was to climb up the SPErul Plns-h‘c slide +hat empties
into +he ball pit- T am not a fan of dark,
enclosed spaces to beﬂEh with, so T wasn+ laakr‘hﬂ
forward o crawling up that -I')nr'hg.
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T Yelled into the bottom to make sure the coast
was clear, but kids Eshare.cl me and came slidihs
down anyway.

Once T made it past the traffic Jam and got all
+he way to the top, T started crnwlihs around
'{‘}\rous\'\ +he maze of tubes 4o 'h‘?f and find
Manny. There was no ventilation up there, and i+

REEKED of &;r-l-)/ socks.

Olezi| O
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T realized T was the wrohg persoh to go lookEhS
for Mdhh?f, -l'huugh, because T ve nlwnrs been bad
at mazes. 1his fall me and Mom went in the corn
maze a+t Reymld% Farm, and Mom was counting on
me to find the wn?f out.

But I 3a+ us so lost 'l')nn't' Mom }\n& to call N1

'Fnr someohe to come rescue us.

This time T didnt have Moms cell Plnahe 1o bail
me out. Ah& when some kid +hrew vp at one end
of ‘]')ne tunnel, all 'H\e o'l')ner' kﬁ&s came rus}\ihs m)/
way to get to the slide.
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E‘u‘th‘i‘un“)/, T found Mdhh}( in one of the
tunnels, but b?r t+hen T was rend?f to crack Up.
So one of the waiters had o climb up and rescue

Mnhhy AND me.

The wors+ Pnr-l' of the whole txperiehr.e was that
T had 4o throw out ry {favorite pair of Jeans
becavse T couldnt get rid of the smell of feet,
even after wnsln}hs +them with bleach +hree times.

MEE o °
INIFF

Vi

Sﬁ-l'ur&a;(

I woke up at 6:30 -H\Es mr’h?h& and caulclhti'
get back +o EleeP, which was PFE‘H’)( frus-l'rn-l'ihﬂ.
But -l‘hn-t"s been hn\)?ewhg to me ever since -1']ne.
{Je;sihhihs of the ye;nr.
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Onh New Years Eve, Mom wanted Mduhh)l to feel
what it’s like to be up at midnight without actually
letting him s-h:n); vp that late. So she set the
clocks in the house ahead b)/ +hree hours.

She didnt +ell ME, -I*;nuugh. So when Mom and
Dad did the countdown with Mnhh;r, i -I'\\ausln-l'
it was midnight for REAL.

1



T ended up going to bed at+ 10:30 +hat h;s}ﬁ
+h;nk;n3 it was 1:30 in the morhing. So my whole
schedule has been off b){ +hree hours this ytnr.

T dont usmlly wake up oh weekends until Dad
|i+e.rn||.7 &rngs me out of bed, ESPECIALLY
during the winter, when it's cold outside and it's

hice nh& warm uh&er -ﬂ'\e covers.

_‘,..i'"'-. N L

T remember a time last winter when Dad woke me
at 8:00 on a Sn'i'urc}ny morhihg nhd 'l'a|ci me to 90
outside and shovel snow off the wnlkwny.

T'd been in the middle of a reall saocl dream, but
T was able 4o get out of bed, SK

and get r;3h+ back into my dream without missing
a ben-l'.

ovel +the wnlkwuy,
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...AND THE
“BEST BICEPS"
WINNER IS...




This morhing after T woke vp, T lay in bed for
a while -l'r?dhs to get back to ilte?. é%hﬂnlly,
L Just went downstairs and made mpzsel-F Some
breakfast. 'ﬂ'\erels ha'i'hiha smd on 1V before
8:00 on a Sd'l'urdn)f morhEhg, so T decided o 3&'1‘

Some mf r-u)z c)nares over wf-l'ln.

Me and Rodrick never have ehaug)n mohey to bup;
ah?(-l-hihs, so Mom has been Pn)/ihg us an allowance
to do chores. One of m?f chores is duS‘l‘ihg +he &ihihﬂ
room fur‘hH'ur'ﬂ, ahd +\\a+’s w\‘mﬂ‘ I was &aihﬁ 'H\is
morning when T heard a knock at the front door.

n
wNOCK.
KNOCK!

\(“OCtK

O

I a?ene& -I'}\e &oar ah& was SUrPrEse& +o see Uncle
Gary s-l'nh&;hg on -l')ne front s-haPs.
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Dad came downstairs a minute later, and he didnt
seem too hnﬂ?)/ +o see his )’m"hﬂer brother.

A few weeks back Uncle Gnr)f called Dad and said
he had a “once-in-a-lifetime" business o?Por'-l-uhi-t-)/

and needed a loan.

E\‘j‘i\m

Dad didnt want to give Uncle Gnr}l nhy rnuhe.y,
because Uncle Gnrf \\ns a bnc} track re.torcl whe:h it
comes to Pnyiha Peo\)le back.
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But Mom told Dad he should do i+ because Uncle
Gnr?r is his brother and fum.’ly members should
ulwn)fs hel\a each other out. Moms nlwnys snyihg
the same sort of 'I'\'\ihg +o me and Rodrick. I\juS‘l’
haPt T never need a ki&he?f or mrwﬁHhS like
'H'\dri', because if Rodrick is the 3”}’ Th couh+§h3
on to 3?‘#& T to me, T could be in trouble.

Dad sent Uncle Gary +he money., and we hadnt
heard from him until -l'a&n?/. After Uncle Gnr?/
came ihsEc}e. -l'he: hause, he -l'olc} us w}m-i' hnFPehe&.

He said he met a vy in Boston who sold T-shirts
oh a street corner, and this vy told him that if
he wanted to take over his business, he could make

a bundle.

g

: SOUVENIRS




So after he aa'l' the rnahe)l from Dnc}, Uncle Gd.r')l
bau&h‘l‘ vp +he 3{‘7,5 T—S)nir'lfi. But what Uncle
Gnr7 didnt know was that the T—er-l's had a
-I’ﬁw on -l'he.rv-., nh& b)z +‘ne time he ha-Hce& -l'he.
?rabltm, the guy was nlren&y gone.

BOTSON

o

Uncle Gary told Dad he needs a place o stay
until he can 3"-‘-+ on his feet agaih. Dad didnt
seem too thP?! about that, but by then Mom was
downstairs, and she told Uncle Gnr7 he can s-h:n;z

as |ah3 as he needs.
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But when Mom saw the moVing Van in the &rﬁmwn){,
she told Uncle Gnry we didn+ renll)r have any

room in our "\ause. -Fa'r' extra 'Fur‘hi'l'ur‘e.

He said she didnt need +o warr)f, because he didn+t
HAVE d;h)J furniture. ﬂ'\t MOVEh& Vah was Fi“e.&
with boxes of T-er-l's, which we s?eh-lf the rest
of the morhing lanc}?h& nto our garage.

P —

T dont +hink Uncle G“")‘ is giving up on selling
them, either. He unloaded one on Rodrick for
three bucks, and T +think Rodrick feels like he

got a steal.
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Mohc}nx

Living with Uncle Gnr?/ hasnt been easy. On his
first few hEﬂh-!'s in the house, he Slt?'l’ on an air
mattress in Mnhhfs room. But Uncle Gnry has
these h§3h+mrts that wake him vp in the middle
of the h@ﬁ, and last Mah&ny he had o l"td"){

bad one.

THERE'S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS!
THERE'S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS!

19



So now Uncle Gnrf is sleeFEhs on the couch in the
fnm?ly room, and Mnhhplji bed is in the middle of

="
o]

T+’ r'enH?z inconvenient with Uncle quy sleePEhg

HS room, nwu?( from 'H‘\e walls.

on our couch. His bad dreams keeP Nim up all
hisln-h and then he sle:ePs -l'hrough most of the
&“f' That renlly stinks when you Just want to
relax after school and watch some TV.

'ﬂwe person who's been affected the most b>1 Uncle
Gury 1S RODRICK, 'l')noush.
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Before Uncle Gnry moved in, Rodrick Prnc-ﬁmll)z
LIVED on the couch in the -Fnrn;ly room, eswcinlly
on the weekends.

Now Rodrick doesnt have uh)fwhere ‘o g0 when
Dad kicks him out of bed in +he basement on
Sn'l’ur&d?f mt’h?hss.

ﬂ\e other &d«)/ Rodrick came ups-i'nirs, and when
he saw Uncle Gnry in his spot, he\jus-l' sleP-l‘ on
another ?nr-l' of the couch.
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Dad has renll)z been hagging Uncle Gnr)z about
fih&ihﬁ a Jab, but Uncle Gnry snys he's tried and
o ohe is hiring.

Uncle Gnr?/ has never held down a Job for more
than a few dn?(s. ‘n\e last one he had was over the
summer, when he worked as a test sub \jer:l‘ for a
cam?nh?( that made pepper sPrn)f. Tm Pre.-H'?« sure
he quH‘ before lunch.

I THINK WE
NEED TO ADD
MORE PEPPER!

Dad wants Uncle Gur)/ to get a J'n{: like HE has,

where you work in an office and have r'esular hours.
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But T dont think Uncle Gnry is cut out for an
office \job‘, and T'm not so sure T am, either. Dad
has 4o dress vp for work e.‘vgry &“f in a shirt and
+tie, c\hd \\e \\ns ‘o wear &reSE shoes nh& &ress
Sm:ks, +too.

The dlrcuc};z decided that when T grow up, Tm
gohha have to find n\jab where you dont need o
wear -H\osa socks -l'}\crl' 9o up o 7our' knees.

Last summer Dad br’aush'l' me to "Bﬁhg Your Child
+o Work Dd?f" at his office. But +he PtoPlt a+t
Dad’s work mustve realized their Jabs would be
bar’fha +o their kids, so -lrhey brauah-l' in all sorts
of entertainment.
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For most of the dnf, us kids s-h)ztc} in the
cafeteria while the grown-ups got some work done
) -H\e;r offices.

Tawnrcl +he end of the &n?z, Dad braush-l' me into
his office while he tried to finish up an important
Pro\jac-l', so T sat there next o him and waited.
But T think i+ was hard for him to concentrate
while someone was loakihﬂ over his shoulder.
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Dad gave me moht‘:}/ ‘o buy SOMe-I'lnihs from +he
vth&ihs machine. He was ?rabnbly J'us+ +r>/ih3 to
get rid of me for a little while, so he wasnt +oo
hm‘}?y when T came back a minute later with a

box af\jnwbrenktrs.

Dad told me he rtnlly needed to finish what he
was c}a.’hs, so he asked me to find somewhere else
to sit while he wrnPPe& -I')nEhss vp- He mustve

been ren“y distracted that Jny, -I'housln, because
he went home and lef+ me behind. T rnESh-l"‘ve
been stuck there all his\ﬁ' it +he Janitor hadn+
-Fouhd me.
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Ahywdf, Dad is PreH'?/ nhhofe.& +hat Uncle Gar

doesnt have nhf mahe;/ and has been mac}\ihs off

him. Mom has nc-i'unll)r started giving Uncle Gnry
an allowance even -H\ous}\ he doesnt have o do
nh)f chores for it, which feels wrohg to me.

77

T Just \\aPt Uncle Gnry uses some of his allowance
+o pay for his own bubble bath. He used up all of
mine on the second &n)f he was here, and its rtnll?f
not the same when the water is c.r)zs-l'nl clear.

B
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‘ﬁ;as&n?z_

T renlly wish T didn+ have to +hrow my Jeans out
a few weeks ago, because -1'0&{17 at schaal I: hea&ed
+o look s\mr\). We're starting a ballroom &nthhs

unit in Phys Ed, and Mrs. Moretta said each of
us heeded to find a Par-l"ner.

So it wasnt a Saa& clny Yo be we.nriha tar&ur’a?/
Fnh-l's +‘nn+ are -I'hree ihc)ne;s ‘oo s\\or-l'.

i » g
ﬁ:ﬁ
gHWEE
SHWEE

Mrs. Moretta said we were gonha choose Pnr-l'he.rs

{')7 writing down +he name of the person we
wanted to dance with on a little slip of paper.
ﬂ\eh shed go ﬂwraush +he Pitces of paper and
Pm’r us up -Hwe bes+ sl-\e. could. ‘ﬂwn‘f was +\-\¢ Same
sysh:m she used LAST ?ﬁenr‘ for the square dnhcihs
unit, -I'\'\aush, nhr} I 'l'ﬂ'l’dn“){ 30‘]‘ burhe&.
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T wrote down the name of the prettiest S;rl n
my class, Bd?llee Ahﬂ\ahy.

A

st
\

BAYLEE
ANTHONY

But she didnt write down MY name. She wrote
down Bryte Anderson, Just like every other sErl
in +he class. Br?/ce ended up PEckEhs McKenzie
Pollard, and Mrs. Moretta nssEshe& Bn)zlee +o be
m?f dance ?nr-i'her becavse 1 d ?i:ke& her.

At first T was reaH)z excited T got Bﬁ}/lee as 4
partner. But then T had 4o deal with THIS

kEhc} of nonsense for -I'hree weeks—

I DIDN'T
PICK HIM.

CINGY /4L
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T guess Bnyle;e: didnt want a repeat of last year,
either, because -l'a&n)l she went around o all the
auys who didh+ have a chance with her and let
them know.

DON'T ANY OF YOU
NERDS WRITE MY

To be honest with you, T dont rmlly care who L
get Pnired up with as lohg as it isn+ Ruby Bird.

RUBY BIRD

As far as T know, Ruby is the ahlp{ 3rr| who has

ever been SusPeh&e& from our school, and that was
1for brhhg a -l'e.nc}\e.r
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Tn fact, the reason Rub)z ohl)z Nas one front
+ooth is because +the other one ended vp in Mr.
Uhc}tmaa&‘S elbaw.

I -I'ry +o be Pre-H)/ hice to Rub)f wheheﬁrer I
come across her in the hn“wny, because she

-l'arrifies me.

LADIES FIRST!
HEH, HEH!
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But -l'o&d)z T 30".' worried +hat rnnfbe Tve been
TOO nice and she misl\‘l- think T nd'ua.lly LIKE
her. The last -I')nih3 T need is for Rub;{ +o

write my hame down on that little sli? of paper,
because T know if she's my dance partner, Tl do
SOMETHING 4o make {er mad and end up with
her other tooth in MY arm.

So T used my li+tle sli? of paper o -kr)z and make
sure that doesn+ thPeh.

:

Dlease do not put
me with Ru\:))/ Bird.

STDCET‘E\)’; 6 F69 H EWC £l ey

I even -ﬂwr&w n a }m”—enﬂh cnhc}y bar I was
saving for later on to make sure Mrs. Moretta
comes -I'Bnrous}\ -For me,

Ne&hes&a}f
Last hi‘g)n-l' T Prdye& extra hard +hat T wouldnt
end up with Ru{:)f as m)r dance Pnr-l'htr.
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Then T started worryihg +ha+ mnybe you ohl)z
Se-l' a certain number of ?rn}fers answered in Pmur
ifetime and T'm {)urhEhﬂ 'l'}\raug}\ mine too fast.
T'd hate 40 find out later on that T used up all
my chits, because T ve been acting like T ve got an
unlimited 5u?\9|7.

L Pra{m{)ly need to be more careful about that.
This weekend the toilet in the upstairs bathroom
got clogge&, and T Prn?(ecl +that +he Plumber
wouldn* use our bathroom after he fixed it.

For +‘ne recar&; ']: hnue about a /5% success
rate with rmy Prn?lers. T dont know if thats
saa& or l’m&, but one 'I'Hhs I}m Pr‘e-H')/ sure of
is that T'm never gohha get a lEsh-I'Sdber for my
b:‘r-l*h&n)r, ho matter how {Jnc“y T want it.
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Ah}(wqy, T think The got to be a lot more
sPecE'ﬁc when T Prn)f for same.-l'HhS, because -I'nc}n)f
N Ph)fs E& m7 wEs}\ was srnh-i'ecL but I’m hot
hn??y about the wny -l'hihss turned out.

A+ the besihhihs of class, Mrs. Moretta called
out names for dance partners, and T held my
breu-l'}\ w}neh she sa-!' +to Rub)/ BErc}.
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But P\ubf got Pn?re;d up with T:ragla?z, and f you

ask me, thats a match made in heaven.

E.veh-l'unH)/, Mrs. Moretta read out the last
sirrs name, and there were still a bunch of bays
lef+ over, Ehcluc}iha me. Vhere are a lot more
bo?zs n my class this year +han sirls, so it made
sense -I'hcrl' hot t\ftr)fohe 30-1' a Fnr-l'htr.

But still, T was a little &isnP?aih-h& +hat no
ohe wrote rny hame oh ohe of those little S'liPS

D‘F Pﬂ?tr.
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ﬂneh us 3{:75 rtalEze& we weren+ gohha hd\ft +to &a
the ballroom &nhc:}hs uhit and that we could Just
?lnpz kickball on +he other side of the gym for
-Hnre.e weeks.

S\LAP

But we celebrated a li+tle to0 soon. Mrs. Moretta
said that EVERYONE Kad +o dance, and she
started pairing us boys up with ONE ANOTHER.
So the next +\wih3 T khew, T was dnhtihs a
waltz with Carlos Escalera.
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Monday

Ta&n?/ at school, P\\)ls Ed was canceled because
we had a general assembly c}urihs fourth Ptrfa&.
T have 40 admit T was a little &Ein??oihﬂ&
when T found out, because believe it or not, me
and Carlos have d.r.-l'unllf been getting +he }mha
of +he merengue.

) 44

Mos+ PeaPla were Pre-l'-l'y excited, -I'lnaush,
because we havent had a seheml nzssembly since
November. That's when +his }\YPhcri'is-l' called the

Amaz?hs Ah&r’tw came to our schoaL

Th the 3rah& finale of his show, the Amuz.ihs
Andrew }\7Pno+i1ed a line of ei33;\+}\—3rnders into
-I'Hthha their arms were SUFtrslue.& 'l’oﬂt‘f\'\tr.
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Then he told the 9uy's he'd uhﬂluc +hem with a
mqur_ ward, nhd when he sm’& T -I'lnef came n?nr-l'
Just like that.

A-F‘I'tr‘ school some kids 30‘1‘ nto an nrgurﬂt‘m'i'
over whether +he \\?’?ha-l'is-i' was for real or if

-Hnase eES\\-IJn-ﬂmders were in on -I'}\e act nhd
Just faking it.

67



Twa of the kids who -I'haush-t' +he Amzihs Ah&rew
was a fake linked their arms, and then Martin

Ford tried +o }\P(Phu'ﬁz.t them into 'H‘\Ehkihs -H\ey
were SUPerslue& -l'ose-l'her.

Believe it or not, i+ WORKED. The +wo kids
cau|d'n'+ sc?nrn-’rt -’r\'\eir arms, ahd -H'\e)( +a+n||?/
Pnh?:ke&. Martin tried snyihs +he magjic word, but
he couldnt unstick +hem.

CUCUMBER!
CUCUMBER!

9 e
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The kids went back to the school, and one of
+he teachers had to track down the Amz?h‘g
Andrew at his J'ab so he could say +he magjic

wor& qh& se?nm-l*e -l'hem.

T have no idea how +he school chooses +he Peo?le
who come in and do our assemblies. One person
-H\ey brousln-l' in las+ year was a guy called S-I'rahs
Steve. HE‘. gave o sPeech about how we needed +o
s-hny off cir'uss, and then for his 3rnh& finale he
r:'\')?ec} a Phohe book in half with his bare hands.
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Dont ask me what ripping a Phohe book has +o
do with staying off drugs, but the kids at my
school went crazy for +this avy- Th fact, the
librarian had o replace half +he reference books

oh our shelves after 5+ruh3 Steve's visit.

The person Thm re;nlly hapihs 'H'\E)/ DON'T {JrEhs
back is this Sihger named Krisstina. T +hink +he
school likes +o brEhs in Krisstina for assemblies
because her l?/r'ics are renlly positive.

TRUST IN YOUR DREAMS

AND YOU WILL SEE |
JUST HOW HAPPY

YOUR HEART CAN BE S

REACH FOR THE STARS
AND NEVER STOP f’;
YOURE A WINNER

YOU'LL REACH THE TOP!
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Krisstina calls herself an “international pop
sehsn-ﬁah,“ but T dont know how she Se-t's nwn?f
with that. As far as T can tell, she’s never even
been out of +the STATE.

“Krissting
WORLD TOUR

shop-Mart Superstore
Middletown Shopping Mall
Roll-a-Round 8kating Rink
Town Park Gazebo
Rickman Auto Center
Route 1A Bowling Alley
speedigscrub Car Wash

One of my favorite assemblies was the one where
a Palétt officer came o our school and +old us
about beiha a narc. He said his Jab was to pose
as a Hsln school student and then report on the
kids who were up to ho 300&.
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i/ +}\aush+ +hat sounded like an AWESOME
\jab. Tf T can 3&‘]‘ Pni& to 90 to school without
&aihs homework or 'I'nkiha tests AND send all
+he Jerks +to \jn?l, then that's the career for me.

MRS, JOHNSON! DAVID
MARKS IS SHOOTING
SPITBALLS AGAIN!

A

)

A-H‘tr '1'\'\& Palict officer came o our Schoal, me
and my friend Rnwley decided to start our own
c}t-l'ec-l'ive nsehcpr.

e B

Jrt
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Uhfar-t'uha-i‘el?f, there wasn+ a lot of demand for
Pri\m-l'e; detectives in our htEﬁhbarhoad, and
habacly wanted 4o hire us. But we decided 4o
star+t s?yihs on ?eoPle ANYWAY.

T+ was nc-l'un“)f a lot of fun. The great -I'Hhs
about being a private investigator is that you
can Pake around in other PEDP‘EIS lives and i+'s
Ju5+ Par"t' of ;{aur Jab.
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We m$+|y -Ifotuse& our Eh\ftS'l'iad-l‘iahs on Mr. Millis,
who lives a few doors up the street from me. T+s
hot like he was &aihs nh?(-l'hfhg SUSpicious. T+s
Just +that we knew he had all the movie channels

|
lze

— -
[

Our detective nsehc.7 fell apart, +hau3}\, after
we started investigating Scotty Douglas. 17d let
him borrow a video game over -I'{e summer and he
said he lost i+, but T knew he was |7fh3. So T
sent Rawh?f down o Sca-l"l’?/ls Nouse to 3&'[’ him
o coush it vp-

p i -t'uugh-l' Rawh:y how o act renlly -l'aus}\ and
crack his knuckles a lot so Sca-lf-l)f would get +he

message +hat we weren+ faalihg around.
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But when Rowley didn+t come back rES“rl' away , 1
started +o wohj;r what hn??ehed. T went down
to Scotty's house myself +o ih\fes-}‘isnh, and T
cuus)n-l' awlr:?( re&-z

anded Plnp{fhﬂ my video game
with Sr.a-l.'-t)/.

T had 4o fire Rowle;y on the sPo-I', and if T ever
start another detective nsehcy, the first -l'Hhs
Tm gonna do is hire a more intimidating enforcer.

Ahywny, like T said, everyone was excited to find
out 'nr*'\a ‘l')ne. sues-l' was for 'l'Ot_me‘S ussembly.
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But it turned out there WASN'T 4 SUES't'. Af-i'er
we sat down in the ym Vice PrihciPul Roy got vp
on the s-hxse and said the reason he Suﬂ\ere& us
all -l‘oge-i"ner was to anhounce that there was gonha
be a s?ecinl election to rePInce. the student council.

We had student council elections in the fall. But
the class officers were skEP?ihs the meetings
because +he>z’re. hel& &urihg recess, nhd I guess

the advisors Sa‘t' fed vp-

Vice Prihci?ul Ro;/ said there are two conditions for
ruthhS for office. One, )fou have to be wi“ihg +o
attend all the student coundil meetings. And two,
?mu cant hn‘va -I*;nree &t‘i’thﬁuhs or more.
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T felt like that second rule was directed at ME
becavse T \jus-l' P?tke& up rn;l third detention.

Th my first year of middle school, an e;gh-l'}\—
Srn&er told me there was a secret elevator that
went o the second floor, and that he could sell

me a sPecEnl pass for five bucks.

‘ﬂ\tﬁ‘ Sauhcled like a soud clen| +o ME, so I
gave Hm five dollars for 'H‘\t pass, w}\id‘\ |oakc&

Preﬁy official.
ELEVATOR PASS

This pass entitles the
holder to unlimited use of
the middle school elevator.

J
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But it turned ouvt the whole -I'Hhs wds a scam ahd
-l'he.re. was ho St.u::hI -I'Hha as a secret elevator.

RECYCLE

WHITE
PAPER

-

Td been \\oHEhs oh 1o that elevator pass ever
since. Dut a few weeks ago T sold it 4o a kid

w}\ols hew ‘o our sc"\aal.

Uhfar-i'uhu-l‘ely, T wasnt careful e;housh, and T
got busted IJ)J Vice Prfth?nl Rof’ who made me

return -I')ne. mohty.
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He even gave me a detention, which really stunk,
becavse T4 given the kid a deal by sellEhS him the
pass at half price.

After the nssembly T realized s:rme-l'}\ihﬂi Rawley
has never had a detention, so hed be the
PERFECT candidate for student council. T +old
him he should run, but he said he wouldnt know
what he'd do if he got elected.

But thats where T come in. T 4old him if he gets
elected, Tl make all the +au3h decisions and all
he'll Nave 4o do is show vp for the meetings and
do what T tell him. T +hink it's a GENIUS idea,
becauvse T get o be in power but T wont have

+o rmiss uhpr recess.

I VOTE FOR
DOUBLE RECESS DOUBLE RECESS

AND HALF DAYS AND HALF DAYS
ON FRIDAYS! ON FRIDAYS!

I VOTE FOR




T volunteered to be his campaigh manager so Ke
won+ even have to lift a fihﬂer to get elected. So
we went to the bulletin board in the front hnllwuy

to iish Rowle;/ up-

T +old him he should run for one of the Juicy
spots like President or Vice President, but he
wanted 4o run for “Social ChnErPerSah.“ T have
no idea what a Social Onm'r\)ersm does, but as
|ah3 as Rawh)f 3&'1‘5 +o vote on the imPar-l'nh‘l'
decisions, T'm fine with it.

Wedhts&n}f
Yes*er&uy some of the other candidates were

hnhsihg posters vp in the }mllwn)(s and }\nhci}hs
out buttons and cnhcl?/ to get themselves elected.
So we were ALREADY thh&.
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I kinew I was gohha hﬂe to clr‘enm up s::rne-l'}\iha
biﬁ to make sure Rowla)z gets elected, so here's
whn-l' I came up wE-l'h.

Wheh -ﬂwe cnh&i&n-hai si\.*e -ﬁwe;r sPeed\es in -l‘he
gym™ the bleachers will be full of students. At
sports games Tve seen on TV, Peo\)le in the
stadivm ?nih-l' their chests o sPell out messages.
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Last hEah-l' T g0t a bunch of Uncle Gnrfs
T—shir-l's from the garage, turned them inside
ouvt, and wrote a letter on each one so the
s?eﬂed ot "VOTE ROWLEY JEFFERSON
FOR SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON." T+ +ook
all hES}\-l‘, and T went +lnrousln about +weh+7
mnrkers, but T knew it was gonha make a bis
s?lnsh at the assembly.

T got to school enrl)f -l'ocin)/ and gave each kid who
Wds will?hs +o wear a shirt 4 piece of bubble gum.

%)\

—

But when we 30‘]’ into the S)frn, Seﬁihs the kids
to stand in the r;3h+ order was like trying o
her& cats.
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'ﬂ\e ahly candidates who 50+ ‘o siva SPuc}\es were

-Hwe: ones wha were ruhhihs for Presi&eh-l'. I was

?re-Hy relieved to hear -t'}\u-t', becavse when T had
P\owle?r rehearse his sPeed‘\ for Social Chu?rPerSah,

*‘\E. wdS a hervous wre.ck.

GREETINGS, FELLOW STUDENTS.
MY NAME IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I, UH...

a ¢
T 2

& 1"

-
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The first candidate +o 3[\*&: d SPeec\\ was d sirl
named Sydhe)f Greene who is a s-i'rn;s’n-i'—/:\ student
and has never missed a day of school. She said
+hat if she's elected Pres?a(::h-l', she ll get better
Equé\:mth‘l’ for the music room and will or’anh?zt a

Pra \jec-l' ‘o ?u+ hew Pra-l'e;c-l'EVe covers oh -Hm boaks
n the |ibrnr7.

Nex+ Up was Bryah BU'H'S?f. As soon as Vice
PrithPﬁl P\a)t called Br?mh up o the Padﬁum,
everyone in the aym started mk;hs all sorts of

ai}haxious hoises.

PLBGABLBELT %R%‘—,W-
FLRRBQ' & j Sriny
/ﬁm ‘f( )

: — *.L,,,:_

_a
| 1 |

T'm sure Br;mh said a lot of interesting +h|h3$
clurrhs his S?uch but you couldnt hear a word
with all that racket.

s

—
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il J'us-l' \wPe Br)mh doesnt run for President
when he’s a grown-up, because if he claes, his

campaigh rallies are gonhna be RIDICULOUS.

The last candidate to go was a kid named Eugem
Ellis. Eugehe is the ohly person runhing for
President who didn+ ?u-l' up Pas-i'ers or hand out
lalliPaPs or nh?/-l')nihs like that, so habad;{ rca“y
+ook him Seriousl?’.

E.usehe's r.d.m?nish s?ee-:.h was ohly about -I'Hr-l'y
seconds long. He said that if hes elected
President, hell get the school o re.?lnr.e the
chen? toilet paper in the bathrooms with the
expensive, quil-l'e;& kind.

When Eusehe. finished his sPea:h, +he whole Plnce
went berserk. Kids are ALWAYS complaining

about -l'5ne +oilet \)n\)er situation because -I')ne -f)/\')e
+he school uses is like snh&?n?er.
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And from the reaction Eusthe 30‘1', T dont
+hink Sy&hey or Br?(nh has a ?rnyer.

'ﬂwrs&n?[

Just like T Pre&ic-!‘e&, E,usthe Ellis won student
council President {J)f a landslide. Rowle)r wonh, too,
because he was the ohl)J person who nc-l'unll)z s[shec}
up for Social C\\nir?ermh. T wish Td known
that, becavse T couldve saved mfself a lot of
hassle with those T-shirts.

The student council had their first meeting +o&n7,
and Mrs. Birch, the teacher who works with +he
counail , +old E.useht: the school couldnt afford o
stock the bathrooms with quilted toilet paper, so
he mEgh-l' as well forse;-l' about i+.
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Word got around school fast, and Peoplt were
Pre-H'y mad. The whole reason e.varyohe voted for
Eusehe was because of his campaigh promise. Plus,
we do fundraisers for +he school e\ftry year, and
7101; would think ﬂ\ey could take some of the m-ohey
we make nh& s?ehcl T on some ‘i”"‘";'l'f toile+ paper.

I +5r\ou5h‘l' ‘I')ne. Sc}\oal waul& be r'a“ihs N c}au&h
after the LAST fundraiser we had a few weeks

490, when we sold cnhc}}( bars. T have to give
credit to whoever came vp with the idea. 'ﬂ\t
school sent each student home with ﬂf‘l'y Chocolate
Cr‘uhch cnhd?' burs, nh& we were SUPPOSEd ‘o 30
out and sell them to our htEﬂHJars.

CHOCOLATY,
CRUONCH

CHOCOLATE CRUNCH |
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But T dont know a single kid who didh* eat at
least three or four cnhdy bars before -l'lney even
39-1' home. Tn fnc-l', T ate fifteen {:7 the time
Mom found out and PU".’ a s'i'aP ‘o .

& o

-
J&

o

o

B

=~ D

So a lot of families like mine had +o write a check
to the school Just to cover the cost of the cnhcly
bars their children ate. T+ PnssEble +ha+ hobac})z
sold a single cnhdy bar c}urihs that fundraiser.

Sn-l'ur&n;

SPenkEhs of mohey,, Uncle Gnry spent all of his
allowance this week and asked me if he could
borrow some of MINE. When Dad found out, he

wds Pre.-H')/ mad.
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T+ 4urns out Uncle Gnry spent his mohey oh
scratch tickets at the convenience store. Dad +old
Uncle Gnry he's got a better chance of getting
struck b;/ lighthing than winning the lotery
and that he's J'us-l' wasting his mohey.

Dad Prabnblf should Ve chosen his words more
cnre-FuH)/, because now Mdhh)f won+ step foot
outside if i*s raining.




Scratch tickets are a sore sub ject for Dad anyway.
A few years ago Dad baugh‘l’ Uncle Gnr)/ a hice
winter Jntke-l' for Christmas, and Uncle Gar?« gave
Dad a scratch ticket. Dad seemed a little nhhaye&
+that hed spent all that mohey on Uncle Gnry
and Uncle Gdl’?f Just gave him a gi-l:-l' +ha+ Ohl)f

cost a buck.
7

Dad scratched off the little squares on the card
with a coin and he 30’]' three c}\erﬁes, which
meant hed Just woh a Nundred thousand dollars.

But i+ turned out the ticket was just a gag gift,
ahd i+ was a fake.
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YOU SHOULD'VE
SEEN THE LOOK ON
YOUR FACE! HA HA!

We still cant mention that Christmas to Dad,
because it JUS'l' ‘PU'I'S him in a bad mood for the
rest of 'H'\t &ny.

What Dad REALLY wants is for Uncle Gur)l

to get a \jab so he can move out of our house. T'm
5+nr'l'Eh3 +o wish Uncle Gnr‘y would 5&".’ nJab, too,
because ln-l'e.ly he's been s?ehdihg a lot of time in
rn)/ room ?lnyihs oh the corn?ui'er.

He's addicted to this virtual-world game where you
can be nhy-i']niha you want, like a ?olitemh or o

construction warker or d rock star.
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But in the game, Uncle Gd;r?( s just a avy who
doesn+t have a an and buys a bunch of scratch

tickets e‘very clny.

SORRY, YOUR
SCRATCH TICKET
IS NOT A WINNER.

FEBRUARY

jhurs&u;g
ﬂware \wve been some ?reﬂr bi& Jﬂalopm&h-l's at

5chao| ‘I')nfs week.

T+ all started on Moh&ay at the last student
council meeting. The meetings are held in the
teachers lnuhse., and after the Treasurer, Javan
Hill, went to use the bathroom, he came out with a
roll of Pillow-Sof+ UHra +oilet paper.
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FACULTY
ONLY

ﬂ\n+ means the teachers have been -l'ren-l'ihs
+hemselves o goo& +oile+ paper while us kids are
stuck erh ‘H‘\t chmP stuff.

When E.usehe Ellis confronted Mrs. Birch, she
knew the teachers were -l'a-l'a“)z busted.

Mrs. Birch said that even -t'}\augh the teachers
use Pillow-Soft Ultra, +heres not thous\‘\ rnnhe.?/
in the budse'l' to stock all the kids bathrooms

with expensive toilet paper, but she could agree

to a carn?r‘amESt.

13



She said the school could allow kids +o br‘Ehs n
+heir OWN rolls from home. And when the
ahhouhcement came over the Iau&SPmker, t was a
}\u‘ge VEc-I'ary for E.ugene Ellis and the rest of +he

s-l'u&t';h'l’ council.

Tues&n?f was the first &ay kids were allowed 4o
brihﬁ in their own toilet paper, and T think some
PeoPle went a little overboard.




Ih -Fm:'l', Some kEcls br‘ousln"l' N So muc}\ toilet

paper that there wasn+ enausln room o fit it in
their lockers, so -ﬂ\e)f carried their SU?P'A?( around
with them.

E.Ver?f-t'}nihs Prabnbly would Ve been Just fine, but

at lunch someone threw a roll of +oilet paper at

samtba&?f else, and within about fifteen seconds i+
was a total madhouse.

x)ki' “ I

E
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Later that afternoon the ?rihr.i?al got oh +he
|nu&5Penker ahc} snic} *I'}\:ﬁ from now on, were o'n]y
allowed +o brih& five squares of toilet paper to
school 4 dn?u That seems like a Pre‘H'?' ridiculous

rule, because T dont know ANYONE who can
3e+ b?: on five squares.

Yes*ferdn)f a few kids scﬁ cuus}vl' brihaihs n more
-ﬂ\nh +\\e.}! were su?Pase& ‘o, so how 'ﬂ\e. +eacher‘s

are checkihs our bass wl'\e.h we come in ﬂ'\roue,l'\

ﬂm fro'n*i' &anrs n 'H’\E. morhihs.

Thurs&a;,g

B}( the time the PrihciPnl set that fhfe-squnre

limit+ las+ waek, IJ& alren&?f s-'l'ocked m;f locker wiﬂ\
about +we:h+?( rolls.
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The teachers do random checks on kids lockers
now, ahd L knew sooner or later ﬂ\e;{ were gohha

fihd rn?( secret s-l'ns)n.

— | —

8 4

T wanted to make sure my SUP?IY lasted to the
end of the school year, so T needed o fisure out
how to protect it.

T decided the ahly way 1o do THAT was o have
a stall in the bathroom all 4o MPIS’E'."F, and to keeP
my toilet paper hidden in there.

So on Mnhdny L P?tke& a stall that was Pre-l'-l')/

clean and locked the door. Then T crawled
underneath it 4o get out.
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Next T SIEP?EJ some old sneakers T {Jr‘ous"\-l'
from }'\orne on ‘I‘}'\E floor in front of 'l'}'\e. toilet 4o
make it look like the stall was accuPEe&.

‘—,;l

1 zil= )

=Sl

E.Var)/ time T needed to use the bathroom +his
week, T waited to make sure no one was nraund,
then T crawled underneath my stall door. T+
was like T had a -Hh)/ little apartment in there.

Tn -Fnc-l', T wish T4 ﬂ\aush-l' of this idea a

lahg +ime ago. I

( AAAAHLHL )
\
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For a few &u)rs rn?( s)zs-t'em worked s,rm-l'. No one
even 1 RIED 4o use my Pri\m-l'e stall.

DAG, IS THAT
KID STILL IN
THERE?

But -ﬂweh I -Farso-i' ‘o ?ir_k one of -Hwe Spare
shoes up off the 3r‘auh&, and T guess +hat
mustve |aoktc} Pr‘eﬂ’y SUSPEciaus from '1'\'\& aui'siclt.

AN

U8B0 1
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T+ wasnt lahs before ?ao?le fisure& out T was
hanrd?h‘g qunlE-l'y toilet+ paper, and -i'hihgs fell
apart Pre-!'-t)/ qu?tklr after that.

T +hink what the students learned from the toilet
paper exPer;Ehce is that if we want Same-l'\‘ﬁhg,
were gohha have to raise +he mhe.y oh our owh.

So last week the student council brainstormed ideas
for a class fundraiser. The Vice President, HEllnr7
PEhe, said we should have a car wns}\, and the
Se.-art-i'nr?(, Olivia Davis, said we should do a giant
?mrcl sale.
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Bl ‘I‘lnaus}\".‘ we should sell caramel popcorn, but
either Rowle)r didnt have his walkie-talkie up loud
ehou&h or e\reryba&y was Ju5+ iﬂharihs me.

E.ugene Ellis 5u33es+e& a pro wrestling match in
+he Iy and Javan Hill came up with the idea of
a motocross stunt show. But 'I'\'\ty couldn® decide
which idea -l*he;z liked better, so -1'}137 settled on a

méxtd mo‘l'across/ wre;s-l'lihg event.




T +hink E-ugehe realized it was gohha take a lot
of work to Pu“ iamrl‘)nEha like that o-F-F, so he
nssighed it +o his Vice President. Hillnry formed a
Fuh&r’qisiha Committee and sa'!' her friends on +he
student council to join it.

On Muh&ny, Hillury rePor-l'e.& back 4o the student
council and said that everyﬂwéhg for the event was
Plahhe& but that the Fuh&raEsEhs Committee had
made a few "small c}whse.s" +o the original idea.

iy

Somehow the motocross/ wrestling event mar?he&
into a VALENTINE'S DAY dance. E.usehe and
-l'}\e a-l')ne.r 3”)’5 wnh-l'e.cl +to c\\nh‘ge it {Jnck, but
Mrs. Birch said +)ne?r had 4o respect the decision
of the Fuhdrnisihﬁ Committee. Tm sure the +ruth
is that she wasn+ renlly crazy about the idea of
motorized vehicles in the gym +o I)asih with.
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Ever since word got out about the Valentine's Pnf
dance, its all nh;/uhe can talk about at school.

The Sirls seem r'mll)/ excited, and -I')nefre treating

i+ like some sort o mi&&h’: Sc}\aol prom.

ey

'ﬂ\ertls alren&y a Dance Commi-H'ae, whic\'\
Rawley got invited to be on since he's the Social
Chnér?ermh. T Just sln& there's some male
represen-l'n-l'}ah on that committee, because if
+he Su'rls have their way) Krisstina will be the
entertainment for +he hisln-l'.

Mos+ of the bays couldn® care less about the
dance. Tve heard a dbunch of suys snyfhs +here's
no wny -l'}\eylre gohha Pd‘)’ three bucks +o 9o to
a dance in the school symhnsfum. But that all
c\mh\g&& earlier this week when the first Cnhdy
Grams 3°+ handed out in homeroom.
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The Cahd)z Grams are invitations to the Valentine's
Dd?f ddhce, and the Dance Committee started
selling them at lunch +he other &ny. 1f you pay
']'WEh‘i'}/-'FNE cents, ?mu can send a th&y Gram to
nh)fahe: )mu waht, and Br;rce Ah&erﬁah sa-l' ohes
from at least five different girls rEsln-i' off the bat.

It would be “sweet” if
youd go with me to the
Valentine’s Day dance!

Lo4



After the first wave of th&f Grams got
cie;“\fere&, some of the {)n}ls who didnt 3&'[' onhe SO't'
Jenlaus of the 3”75 who DID. Now all of a sudden
EVERYONE wants 4o go o the dance because
ho ohe wants to be left+ out. So 7es+er&n?( at
lunch there was a {)Ea rush on Cnh&y Grams.

Like T said before, there are more boys +han

S;rls n my 3rude. this year, and T +hink a lot of
3175 are hervous -i'\\:fre hot gohha end up with a
date 4o the dance. So most of +he ba?zs are nc-l'Ehs

rmll;z different whenever a 3irl is around.
A't' luhc\‘\, 3u75 uSun“y take sPonh-Fuls of mashed

potatoes and flick them vp at the ceil[hg +o -I'rpz
and get them +o stick.
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Dont even ask me WHAT -l'he;y put in the
potatoes that makes them stick like that.

2 A~ L o NTe————te 0 X gy > LI

°GLOP

Sometimes T -Forsrt' +o look vp before T find a
Plnct +o sit.

The 3Er|5 reully hate the mashed potato -l*Hhs,
and thats why -I'hey sit on the other side of the
cafeteria. But now the l)ays khow -l'\\efre hot
gonha SE'I' one of the sirls to g0 with them 1o
the dance if ‘H‘\E‘.)f act like \jerks.
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T can tell i+s hard for a lot of the I)opzs to be
mature in -Frah‘l' a-F 'H‘\e sfr|$. So some su?/S are
acting out when there aren+ nh?f airls around.

We're in the middle of a basketball unit in Ph?zs
Ed, with the SErls ?lnyihs on ohe side of the aym
and the bD?fS on the other. 'ﬂ\e other dny +his
kid named Ah'l'hah)f Renfrew -I"'\ausln'l’ i+ would be
Freﬁy 'Fuhhy if he Pnh-l*sed Daniel Revis when he
was shoo-ﬁhs free throws.

Every{ba&y lnushecl except for Daniel, but later on
Daniel got Ahﬂ\ah?/ back when he was geing for
a |n7u\:>. After that it was a free-for-all, with
e\feryahe ?nh-l'sihs e‘varyohe else. So -l'hihss Rave

been AWFUL since then.
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Naw e\feryoh-:’s S0 ?drn'noi& about seHiha Pnh‘l'se&
‘I'Jnn‘i' ho one will even s*hhd vp c}urih& our

basketball scrimmages.

=
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I've even s-l'nr-l'e;& wenrihg ‘wo ?m'r's cnf shar-l's

uh&er rn;/ swen-l'\mh'l's for extra insurance.

'ﬂ\ihgs have gotten so bad that Vice PrEth?al
Ro?( came into the gy -I'acln)f to lecture +he ba?zs.
He said this was no lnuaﬁhs matter and that
anyohe cnush-i' pantsing another student would

be 5us?eh&t&.




But Vice Prihci?nl Ray should ve watched where he
was s-i'nthhs, because some kid snuck under the

bleachers and got Kim Pr‘e-l'-i)/ 300&.

Whoever did i+ escn?ec} before Vice Prihc}'?nl Ray
taul& r.d.'l'c}\ )nEm. No one knows for sure w}\a T

was, but the name +ha)/'r’e uSihs for the 3"")’ 1S
the Mad Pantser.

Tues&n?g

T+s been about a week since -I'he.)/ introduced these
Cnh&?f Grams, and T'm getting o little concerned
that T havent sa-H'en one )fe.-l'. T Ve never ﬂuhs
?a-l'a-i'oe:s on the ceElEhS and L Ve never ?nh-kse&
nh;mhe N my ife, so T dont know what a avy
heeds to do to impress a girl +hese &n)fs.
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I+ seems like eve 3u?f n m?f ham&r‘oam \\as
sa-H'erw a Cnh&y g’nm. Even Travis Hitke?l 30’]'

one, and hell eat a crust of pizza out of a trash

can if ;zou shfe Hrv-. a qunr-l'er.

Uncle Gnry was Pln ing his computer game in m
room 'I*}\e o‘l’\\er hE&(r]‘, nh& I 'I'ol& \'\im about 'I'(.e
Valentine's ])a?: &nhct ahd ﬂ\e Cuh&f Grams. Believe

it or not, he gave me Some renllf Soo& advice.

Uncle Gdl‘}f told me ‘I'l'\e bes+ way ‘o 3&*\‘ a sirl’s
attention is b}! makihs ?hnur‘sah( look “unavailable.”

He. said what T should do is bu?f a bunch of
Cnh&?f Grams d;hcl *\nve +\\ﬂm all delive.rec} +to
MYSELF so +he girls would think T was a renlly

hot ?rcr?e.r-l’)/.
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I ?rabnbbf shau]cl'l\re. ﬂmu&l‘ﬁ about +n|kih3 +to
Uncle Gc\ry a lot earlier. He's been married
Same-i'hihg like four +imes nlrendy, so hes an

EXPERT on re|n+|'ahs]ni\')s.

Yes-l'er&n?/ 1 boush-i' +wo dollars worth of Cnh&y
Grams, and +ac}n?1 in homeroom -H\ey were delivered

to me.

HERE'S ANOTHER
ONE FOR GREG
HEFFLEY!

i J'us-l* hoPe +his works, because that two bucks
was my lunch mahe)r.
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Eriday

B}/ Wedhtsc}n?f T4 blown -l'hrauah five dollars,

and T realized if T ke.?-i' buyihg Cnh&?f Grams
for N?(SEI'F, I was gonhha starve o &ea'ﬂ\. So

T decided o dc'i'uu"?f bu?f a Cnhd?f Gram for a
GIRL and see how that went.

Yes-l'er&n)f at lunch T baush-l' a Cnh&y Gram and
sent it to Adrianne Simpson, who sits three rows
away from me in English. But T didnt want to
risk Hy wlna|e qum"‘i‘ar oh ohe persoh, so I mdmle

sure I 30‘1‘ m;/ mhey‘S wor"t‘h.

112

Dear Adrianne,

It would be “sweet” if
youd go with me to the
Valentine’s Day dance!

P.S. If +he answer is
no, please hond (o2
+his +o Julia 2



Adrianne and Julia were both giving me &Er-t'?/ looks
when T walked into class -I'adn?r, so Im assuming
it's a no from both of them.

T realized o Cnhcl?f Gram isnt the ONLY way
to ask a Sirl +o & dance, +}\ou3}\. There’s a sErl
named Lt?ﬂhnhh Marlow who sits in +he same chair
for homeroom that T sit in for HES'l'ar'y class. So
'I wrote )ne;r a hote on r'n;( cltzik, dhd it &idh'-l'

cost me a cent.

Uh-Far-l'uhd'!‘el)/ 5 e -Forsa'i' that after-school
detention is held in the same room as History,
So Some moron J'urw?td in with an answer bt\({rt
LeES}whh even had a chance to read rﬂ)f hote.

. . ‘Hiﬁnfa.- !:ﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂ- M"Lh.l&- ;
/Hl Le;ahunn- . wxmma
If you are |o-o|(ms Laighomm.

Q:r someone +o ]\?o
4

+o the dance wi+ ar Gre
Just le+ me know ’DE:{E,S it wﬁl go To
|::-7 wr‘i+r'n3 back. Yoe dance “wi+h You

Gr*eg Heff 1&)« ond ;QS' ] o maery

© me ?
HAR HAR
& s HAR
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T PreH'?/ hervous, because it seems like there
aren+ ren“)r a lot of sirls lef+ to choose from at
this point.

One girl who doesnt have a date ?w.-l' is Erika
Hernandez. She Just broke up with her baymfﬁeh&,,
this kid named Jamar Law, who is famous in our
school for getting his head stuck in a chair. The
Jahitor even had 4o cut him free with a hacksaw.
T+s in the 7mrbaak and e\feryﬂﬁhs.

Sticky situation: Jamar Law gets a little help from Mr. Lewis after
getting his head stuck in a chair during Mrs. Moran's art class.

Erika is really Pre-H')/ and nhice, so dont ask me
whn-l' s}\e was -l‘hithha w\\eh she s-i'ur-l'e& saEhs out
with a doofus like Jamar.
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She WOULD be at the top of my list for the
dance. But Tm worried that if ‘I‘Hhss worked out
between me and her, T4 ulwn)fs be +\‘\Ehkih3 about
her ex-bawan‘ah& and T wouldn+ be able +o get
Pnﬁ it.

YOU MAY
NOW KISS
THE BRIDE!

The Erika Herhah&e;z. situation has made me
wonder what other girls mig}ﬁ' have a Jamar Law
in their Pns-l'. T+5s hard +o keeP track of who
has gohe out with who in m?f sc}'\nah and thats
EmPar+uh+ information when )fcm‘r'e laakihs for a
date to the dance. So T drew up a chart to see
how t\*tr}/ahe i rn?f srm}e is connhected.
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Il‘ve sill 3a+ ) |oh3 wny to 90, but }\ereli 'l'he

ihcamPle-l*e version.

dﬂ‘\e person T'm worried about is a bay named
Evan Whitehead. Tve heard him brnsaihs that
he’s kissed a bunch of different 3$rl5 n my srn&e.
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But last week he sa'l' sent home from school
because he had the chicken pox, which T didnt
eveh Khow )fau could still GET clh)frnar'e. So who
knows HOW mahy girls Evan’s infected.

One 3Er| Tm ?rt-H'y sure Evan never kissed is

Julie Webber, because she’s been going out with
Ed Norwell since the fifth Srn&e But Tve

Keard +heir reln-hahs)n: is a little shnky these
c}u?fs so I'm gonha da what T can +o hclP EPEE‘.d

-l'}\uhss n]ohs / YOU CAN DO X

{  BETTER !
\\. THAN HIM! J

B T ———
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Tuesday

Uncle Gnr;t told me that if T want a girl o go
to -l')ne. &nhce '.u.ri-l:hI me, ‘.I:'m gonhha hnve +o ask )ne.r'
face-to-face. I‘ve been +r7£h3 o :wai& +‘nn-l', but
T think hes Pr’obnbly right.

Theres a eirl named Pe}l-l'nh Ellis who Tve nlwnys
kind of had a crush on, and when T saw her
clrihkéhs from the water fountain yes-l'er&q)/,

T stood there and waited Pn+ieh+|7 for her 4o
finish. But Pe)i-l'ah mustVe seen me out of the
corner of her eye and realized T was gohha ask
her o the &nhce, so she J'US'I' kq‘rt' &rEhkihs and
clrithhg while T stood there like a &aPa.

z——

Il

E.\feh-i'unll;z, the bell rang and we both had o g0

+o class.
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1T bnrel?/ know Pey-i'oh, S0 md%be "+ was a bad idea
to ‘h"}l and ask her anyway. realized T should
Prabnbly stick with girls who Tve got some kind of
a conhection wE-I'h. ﬂ\e first person ‘o come o mih&
was Be-l‘hnh)f Breen, rn?/ lab Pnr-l'her in Science.

But I dah"i' 'l']nfhk I‘\fe m&c}e SUC}‘\ a 300&
impression oh Ba-ﬂmh)f. We're in the middle of our
nhﬁamf uhit, and for the ?as-l' few dn)fs we Ve

been dissac-t'ihs 'Froﬂs. T'm renll?( Sqummis)n when
it comes to that sort of thing, so T just let

Be-l'hnh;z do the &;sserﬂhs while T stand on the
other side of the room 'l’r){ihg not to throw up.

Seriously, 'H\aus}n, in '1'}1?5 cld?f d.h& age I &ahtl'
know w(y?f were still witing open -Froai to see
w\m-l"s ihside -l')ne;m.

119



Tf somebod)/ tells me there’s a heart and intestines
inside a frog, T'm willing to take their word for it.

T was Pre-Hy }\n?w T got Pnir’ed up with
Beﬂmh?z as lab Pnr‘i'hers. T remember back in
elemeh-hr‘}a school, whenever a teacher Picktc} a bo
and a sirl to do sameﬂ\i'nﬁ ‘I'nae-.‘l-her’, all the other
kids would 90 CRAZY.

WOULD PETER
AND LISA PLEASE
CLEAN THE
WHITEBOARD?

wOO
WOOO000!

When T got Picked to be lab partners with
Beﬂmh?(, I was hoPiha for some ki’n& of reaction
from the rest of the class. But T guess ever?{ahejs
outgrown that stuff.
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7 WOO WOO,"
\ RIGHT, GUYS?/

e s i P 1--—'"'

J

Even +\\au‘3¥1 T havent Em?ressed Be-ﬂ‘mh}l with
my dissection skills, T still thought T might

have a shot with her. T dont want 4o brns or
nhy-l'hihs, but T HAVE been a Prt-l‘-l')/ hilarious

lab partner.
LOOK. AT ME!
HEE HEE WEE!

At the end of the &ny yes-l'e.rdny, T walked up

‘o Bt-l'huh?( when s’ne was St-l'-i'ihg her coat out
of her locker.
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T admit T was a little nervous +ulk§h3 +o her
even -l‘haush we sPehd -Far-l")/--ﬁve minutes EVEI"}I
&npz as lab parthers. But before T got a single
word out, T started 'I'lnihkfhg about the -Fr'ass.
So T dont think its gohha work out between me
and her.

Last hish-l‘ when T was telling Uncle Gnry about
what )nn\)?the& at school, he said my ?rable.m

is that Tm +r7/ih3 to do this on m?f owh and T
need a "wihﬂmh" to hth me look 300& in front of
the girls so it's easier to ask one out.

Well, T +think Rawle)r would be o« PERFECT

wingman for me, because he makes me look 390&

\jus-l' b?f beih& Rimself.
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To&n;z T asked Rowle:?z +o be my wingman, but he
didn+ rtnll)t understand the concept. So T +old
Kim it's Just like beihs my campaigh mahager, but
for the dance.

Rowh)z said mn?fbe: we could be EACH OTHER's
wingmah and helP each other get a date 4o the
dance, but T said we should do this one person
at a time. L feel like we need o get my
situation taken care of ﬂrs-l', because Seﬁihs
P\owley a date to the dance could end up be?hg
a long-term project.
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We gave +}\e wihsmd;h H'u'hs a trial run at ]uhch, but
T +hink there’s still a lot of room for improvement.

I HEARD GREG
HEFFLEY HAS REALLY
STRONG MUSCLES.
= =

\

o

P70 )]

2 #)2
0N

‘ﬂwrsda;

On ‘H\e walk ‘\ome from scl'\aol +n&n>1, Row]ef +old
me he heard from a girl on the Dance Committee
that Alyssn Grove Just broke up with her
bowaﬁehd and is lnnkihs for a date to the dance.

See, that's EXACTLY w)n?/ T made Rowle)/ my
wihgman, Al}(ssa is one of the most ?oPular 3ir‘|s
N m sc];\aol, so T was gohha have to act quick
before one of the other snobtrs n m?( class 30‘[‘
to her.
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When T got home T called Alfssnjs humber r'ish-i'
nway, but no one was there. ﬂ'\e ahswering machine

Picke& up r'enllf fast, and the next H\ihs T knew

T was lenviha a message.

UM...YES... THIS IS
GREG HEFFLEY
SPEAKING...AND,
UH, I™ CALLING
REGARDING, UM...

I l’\i‘l‘ ﬂ'\e ”Pouh&“ ke on ﬂ\e P‘\ahe 50 I could
delete my message nh! start over. But my second
message wasn+t that sren+, either.

HELLO, THIS IS GREG
HEFFLEY SPEAKING,
AND I'™M TRYING TO
REACH MELISSA TO
SEE IF SHE WOULD
BE INTERESTED IN...
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T mustve recorded mehz messages, becavse T
wanted to get it just right. But Rnwle?/ was in
the room with me trying to stay completely silent,
and whenever T looked a+ him T Just camPla-t'eI?/

lost it.

HELLO, THIS IS
| GREG HEFFLEY AND

P BWAH HA
WA

TN

_,..--’h L L——

After a while me and Rawlt)/ were just -l'a-l'd.ll;/
hd‘fihﬂ fun :th& sao'ﬂhs urauhd.

HELLO, THIS IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I'™
CALLING ON BEHALF OF

SNARFZ

AN

)
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T knew there was no way T could leave a serious
message while Rowley was at my house, so T
deleted the last one and huhﬂ up +he ?kahe. L
fisur’ec} T mis\'\‘l' as well \juS‘l‘ wait until Yomorrow
morhing and talk +o Alyssn in person.

But what T didnt know was that hitting the
"\Dauh&" kE)f didn+ delete my messages on +he
Groves Voice mail 575+em +he way i+ does on ours.
So after dinner tonight there was a knock on
the door, and i+ was Alyssn's father.

Mr. Grove told Dad that me and my friend had
lef+ +weh-'r>/ ?rnhk messages on his machine and
+hat hed appreciate it f we never called his

I

So T guess Th gonha have to scratch Alyssn
off my list.

\'\ause; nﬂdih.
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Mah&d;{

Uncle Gnr)/ told me if T ren“y waht 1o send the
r'is}\-l' Sishnls +to sirls at St)nnal, I mEﬂh'!' tahsicler
uPdn-l'ihs my wardrobe. He said that wenrihs a
new shirt or new shoes nlways makes him feel more
confident, and it might work for me, oo.

The -I']nihs is, T rea“y dont HAVE a lot of new
clothes. T4 say about 90% of every-ﬂnih‘g T wear
s a hand-me-down from Rodrick. Mom would Sn)f
that’s an exaggeration, but all you have o do is
check +he -I'ns:s in my underwear for Proa-\c.

T never rtully cared much about what T wore, but
now Uncle Gnry hnﬁ me woh&en’h‘g if rny wnr&robe

1S \'\alciEhs me back.
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'ﬂ\is weekend T asked Mom if we could 90 out and
get me some hew \jenhs and shoes so T could reall

look s\mr\) at school, but the minute T said i+ T
wished T could take it back.

Mom gave me a long sPeu\\ about how kids in
middle school focus +oo much on appearances, and
how if we s?eh-l' half the +ime on academics that we
c}a on &eci&?hs wlnn-i' ‘o wear, our cauh'l'r)I waul&htl'

be ranked -l'weh'f)/—ﬂf-l'h in the world in math.

T shouldve known Mom wouldn® run r'ig’n'l‘ out
and {Juy me a whole bunch of new clothes. Tn
fact, when Mom was on the PTA, she started a
petition Pushiha for school uniforms because shed
read some article that said kids who wear uniforms
do better in academics.
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Lutkibi, S\\e &idhtl' 3&‘]‘ ehaua}\ sishd-l'ures,bu-l'
word 50".’ around that rn?( mom was the one who
started the school uniform petition, and there was
a stretch of a few weeks where T had o wait a
half hour at+ +he end of each &n)f before i+ was

safe o walk home.

.

Since Mom wauldhtl' take me out c]a'l‘)ntai Sho?\)ihﬂ,
I &tti&t& ‘o star+t Pak?hs ar‘ouh& -I'he. *‘\ouse +to
see if there was nhy-l')nEhﬂ cool T could wear.

I s-l'nr"h:d {:7 saihs -I'\'\raus*'\ Ra&r’ickls &resser
&rnwers, but T don+t think we have the same
+aste when it comes to clothes.
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Uncle Garf told me T should look in Dad’s closet,
because sometimes grown-ups have "V;h-lmsa“
stuff that looks cool. TVe never seen Dad wear
nhy-l‘hihs cool in my whole life, but T was willihs
‘o shfe it a -l'r)/.

Th aln& Uncle Gnry gave me +hat tip, because
believe it or not, T found EXACTLY what T was

|aokih3 for in the back of Dad'’s closet.
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T+ was a BLACK LEATHER JACKET. Tve

never seen Dad wear T, So L figured he mustve
bau&}ﬁ' it before i was born.

T Kad no idea Dad owned nh).f-ﬂ‘ﬁhg that cool, and
it kind of made me see him in a whole new |i3‘n+.

T Pu-l' i+ on and went downstairs. Dad seemed
?r‘e-H’)/ swPrise& +o see his old leather Jntkeﬂ‘,
and he said he {Jau‘gh-’r it back when he was first
(_Jm‘l'ihs Mom.
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T asked Dad if T could borrow i+, and he said he
didnt need it nhymre so it was OK {:7 Nim.

Unfortunately, Mom wasnt on board with the
idea. She sm'c( +he \juckﬁ was way too expensive

for a middle school student to wear and that T
rnEaln'I' c}nmnse + or lose it.

A

T +told her that wasnt fair, because i+ was Just
sitting in the closet gathering dust, so it didnt
reullr matter if SGme'l'Hhs hn\)?ene& to it. But
Mom said the Jatke+ sent the "wrahs messnse“ and
+hat, besides, it wasnt a winter coat. So she +old
me to put it back in the upstairs closet.
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But wheh I was in -I'}\e: shawe:r' -I'Hs rnarhihs,, I
\juS‘l’ couldnt S-h:r\) 'I'Hhkihs about how awesome i+
would be +o wear tha+t -I')nihs to school. T knew T
could Probnbly sneak i+ out of the house and put it
back in the closet later without Mom even noticing.

So while she was Feadins Md.hh?f breakfast, T
went vpstairs, sra{)bc& the Jdtkt‘l‘, and sliPPe.&
out 'l'lne front &oar.

HERE COMES
THE AIRPLANE!

The first thing T have to say is, Mom was righ+
about the \jncke-l' not btfhs a winter coat.
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That thing didnt have any sort of lining, and
}\nl-Fwn?f +o school T was starting to renll;r regret
rny cle.tisioh.

CHATTER
CHATTER

M)z sloves were in my winter coat at home, and

my hands were FREEZING. So T shoved them
in the Packe-l's of the Jncke+, but there was
iom-i'Hhs in each one.

There was a ren“y cool pair of aviator suhslusses
in one of the Pcu:ke.--l's, so that was a bonus. Tn
the other there was one of +hose ?Er.-l'ure S-l'riPs
701: 3&‘]‘ at a ?\'\a‘l'a booth in the mall.
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At first T didnt recoghize +he ?eoPle in the
picture, but +then T realized i+ was Mom and Dad.

T rmlly wish T hadnt seen that rish'l' after
en-ﬁhs breakfast.
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When T got to school, EVE.FPI Kead turned in my
direction as T walked down the hnllwuy.

[al

!.’ I "\!

Th fact, T got so much attention that T
decide& ‘o kee? -l'}\e \jncke-l' on -l']ne rest of ﬂ\e
&n)f. T fel+ like a whole new person in homeroom.

A few minutes before the bell rang to start +he
cln)f, there was a loud khackEha on the little
w?h&aw n 'ﬂm &aor’.
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T \jus-l' about had a heart attack when T saw who

it was.

]
e POUND
Clpouns

~="POUND

o

=

When +he teacher aPeha& the door, Mom walked
s-l'rn}gh-l' ‘o my &esk nhcl mncle me hnh& over Dn&lﬂ
len-ﬂwer\jncke-l' in front of t\rtr){ohe;.

I 'h:l& Mom i+ was too cald awl'sicit for me o
walk home without a \jncke-l', so she gave me HER

winter coat ‘o wear.
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T wasnt too thPY about the Situation, but at
least T was warm on the wn?f home.

We&hes&u}f
E’y now t‘vt'r'){bacbf at school has heard about the
avy whose Mom made him wear her winter coat. So

+his is gohna make it a lot harder for me to find
a dn-l'e +o -H\e &nhct.

| |
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Jﬂm-l"s why T Ve decided mf best shot is to +ake
someone who DOESN'T 90 to m?f school to +he
dance. And T think TVve found the ?erfec-l' Pluct
to look: church.

Tve Keard that +he students at the church school
+hink +he kids who go to Public school are Pre-l'-l')r
+au3¥\. So w‘neht‘u’er I run into one of rﬂf -Fr[eh&s

at church, T make sure 4o Pld?i i+ real cool in
front of the church kids.

Recehﬂy, Mom has become friends with Mrs.
5+rih3er at church because +lne.7 both worked on
the Fall Fair Committee.
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The S+rih3e;r5 have two kids who 9o to the church
school, a br.:?f named Wﬂley and a SErl hamed

Lauvrel. Tve never nr.-hmll?( seen Weslty, so he must
be down in the basement with the other little kids

&ur‘ihﬂ church.

MR. LAUREL MRS.
STRINGER  STRINGER STRINGER

A few hisln-l's ago Mom invited the whole 5+r§h3er
family over to our house for dinner +his Fﬁdny.

T +hink she’s ‘\oPiha Mnhh)f and Wtsle;)/ will click

and Mnhhy can be friends with a real live person

'FOT' once,

But T can see a real aPPnr-l'uhH)/ here for ME.
Laurel is in m Sracit, and she’s better |ookih3
than mos+ ofj the girls in my class. So this dinner
could re.nll)( c}mhge. my fortunes.
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Fridey

Mom spent a |oh3 time getting +he house ren&y
before +he 5+r‘|'h3er5 came oVer, and when T took
a look around, T realized T4 better ?H'r.h in, too.

There were e.mbnrrnssiha -l‘)nr'hss all over the
Plnce. For starters, we still had our Christmas
tree up n ‘]‘he li‘ffha room. I‘I‘ was ‘oo muck war’k
to dismantle i+, so me and Dad just shoved it in
-l'}w: garage.

There were &EnPers -l'uPed on all the corners of
our Fﬁm:‘ly room furniture that were lef+ over from
when Mom bnb;z—ProuFe& the house after Mnhh?z
star+ted crawling.
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She used Pnckihs tape to hold the dia?ers in
P'dt!‘., and THAT wasn+ easy to get off.

Uncle Gnr?r was on the couch in the 'FnrnEl?r room
-l'nkEhs d hap, So we Jus+ covered him with a sheet
and )no?e;& habady would want to sit there.

Next was the kitchen. There’s a bulletin board on
the wall with different certificates and ribbons
+hat Mom has given us kids over the 7enrs.
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E.\farf-ﬂmhs with my name oh 1t is renlly lame, so
T 4ook i+ off the wall and hid i+ in the ?nh-l'r?l

o

i ”gOOC(B Qlj

c?‘d(.’lUHY‘C( Q{Qmew&rﬁ Cithout Tears

13 hereby given to T ﬁ g

| can :*:—5'
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myself! M1 1 e
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the time the 5+rih3ers showed up., wed taken
care of all the ma jor stuff. But the visit got off
to a renlly shnky start. You remember how T said
Muhhy was afraid of some kid at church who acted
like a ?nrn\')fre.? Well, i+ turns out that kid was
Wesley 5+r§h3er.




So any \\oPe Mom had of Mnhh7 mdkihg a hew
friend was camPle-l*ely out the window. Mnhhy
skE?Pt& dinher and SPEh'l’ the rest of the hEﬂln-l'
H&ihﬁ n Hs be&raam, w}nich I wish I toul&’ve
done, because Mom made a 'Fnhc?/ meal to impress

our 3ut5‘l’5.

I-l' was cream of musjnraam ch?ckeh wH']n asparagus
on top. T know asparagus is SUPPase& +o be renll?/
saa& for )fau, but 40 me its like kry?'i'ahi‘t‘t.

T didnt want to look unsophisticated in front
of Laurel, 'I')nau‘g}\, so I decided o Ju5+ close m?f
eyes, Plus my hose, and choke i+ down.

The growh-ups +alked about Pali‘l‘ics and stuff
that wasnt all that interesting, and me and
Lavrel Just had 1o sit there and listen.
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Mom told Mrs. S'H‘Ehstr about some -Fd.hcy
restavrant she goes to with Dad when -l'}\e?f have
a date hEﬂh-l',“ and Mrs. S-I'rEhaer said that she
and her husband can never go out for dinner

on weekends because Laurel is nlwn)fs off c}oihs
50m+hih3 with friends and -l'}ne)/ cant find a
reliable bnb;rsi-l‘-l'er for We.iley.

T figured its a way o get in good with the
Stringers and get paid doing it. Mom liked the
idea, too, and she said bnbys?ﬁihs would be a
great experience for me. Mrs. S-I'rihse.r seemed
\are-H'y Em?ressed, and she asked if T was free
‘tomorrow, So T +old her T was.
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T dont want to get too far ahead of rnysehc
here, but T'm sure one c}ay T be SE-I"l'Ehs around
with the S-frihsers on ﬂ\nhkssiwhg and we |l all be
ldushiha about how T used 4o bdb}!SH’ m7 brother-
n=law, \f\jESh??f_, when T was in middle school.

Saturda
Tah@h‘l‘ Mom c}roﬂ?e& me off at the Sﬁihsersl

\'\OUSE at 6:30.
y Wi

Mrs. 5+rr‘h3er said Laurel had nlrea&?f gone o a
friend’s \\ouse, which kind of s-l'uhk,, becavse T was
ha\oihﬂ T mish‘l‘ 3E+ +o see her for a few minutes
and talk to her about the dance.
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Mrs. Stringer said T should put Neslay to bed at
8:00 and that -l'he)l'& be home around 9:00. She
told me T could watch TV until '!'}\ey 30'1' home
and to hel\) mysel-F to nh;/ﬂ\}hs in the -Fri&ge.

]

After Mr. and Mrs. S-I'rihser left, it was Just
me and Ntsle;)/. T asked We:ile?/ ¥ he wanted o
Flny a board game or same-l‘Hhs like that, but he
su}& }\e wnh-l'e& +to go out ih -I'}\r: garage nh& se-l'

his bike.
u [ o |G |

Rt

148



T +old him i+ was oo cold to ride his bike outside,
but he said he wanted to ride i+ INSIDE. 'ﬂwe
S-frihsers have a r‘enlly hice house, and T was
Pr’e-H'y sure -H\e;/ didn+t want Nesle;z icrn-l'c\\[hs up
their hardwood floors. So T 4old him we needed +o
find $or-.t+)nih3 else o do.

Wesley had a )nust ft. After he calmed down he
told me he wanted 4o color instead. T asked him
where his calarihs stuff was, and he said i+ was in
‘I‘}\e |duhdr7 room. But w\'\eh I went to se'l' T, I

Keard +he latch on the door lock behind me.

CLIC

i

'ﬂ\eh I henrd 'H‘\t garage cloar ::ufae.'nJr ahc} -l'he:
hext -l'h}hs T knew Wesley was r§&£h3 around the
kitchen on his bike.
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I Pnuh&e& on 'H‘\e c}oar' for Hm to let me out, but
he Ju5+ ishared me.

Nex+ I )ne-:urc} -I')ne basement &aor aPah, nh& -l'heh
d rurﬁblihs sound followed b}f a HUGE c¢rash. T
could hear \rJesle)l cr;t?hs at +he bottom of +he
stairs, and T started +o ?nhic because it sounded
like he was renlly hur+t.

BLE &
RUMBLE
RUMBLE

CRASH
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But then Nesle;)z calmed down, and T could hear
him dragging his bike back up to the top of the
stairs. ﬂ‘mh )ne. ra&t &awh -ﬂwe Stairs nh& crashecl
at the bottom AGAIN, followed {Jy MORE +ears.

T am not exaggerating when T +ell you this went
on for an hour and a half. T ‘l')r\aug)n't' wesley
would wear himself out, but he never did. T
remembered that the Stringers said -l*’rmy couldn+
find a bnb;fsE-l"i'e:r for \f\JES|E‘.7_, and how that was
starting to make a lot of sense.

pUMBLE
RUMBLE
“UH.I.I O

T ﬂsure& T was gonhha have +o ?uhr‘sh Weslty
for |ockih3 me in the '.d.uhc}r)l room once 1 50‘1‘
out of there. What he DESERVED was a 300&
s?nhkihﬂ, bt T Fisurt& that ?rabnbly wouldnt
ﬂy with the Stringers.
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T decided T4 give Nesle?( a time-out, because
that's what my parents alwnyi did when T
misbehaved as a litte kid. Thn fact, when T was
little T even sa't' time-outs from RODRICK.

PR

ﬂ'\t -I'Hhs 1S, T had no idea Rodrick didnt
uc-l'unll?z have the AUTHORITY +o give me

+ime-outs. Ah& I cant +ell 7ou )now man haurs I
|053ec} in that time-out chair when Ro!r’ick was

bnb)fsiﬁiha me.
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One time T was -l'hrowEhs a ball in the house

while T was home alone with Rodrick, and T
ncci&eh-l'n“?r knocked over a we&&?hs Pha-i'a of Mom
and Dad. Rodrick gave me d half-hour time-out
for THAT one.

-

When Mom and Dad got Nome, -l‘hey saw the
broken Pic-t'ure and asked which one of us had
done it. T told them it was me but +that +1ne.>z
didnt need 4o give me a Puhisl\meht because Td
nlrm&?« gotten a time-out from RODRICK.
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But Mom said the ahly PeaPle who could hand
out ?uhEs}\meh-lfs were her and Dn&, so T ended
up servihﬂ a DOUBLE +ime-out for br’enkihs

-H\n-t‘ Fic-l'ure.
&)

b Ra—
—
/

| fisurec} We;sley deserved a TRIPLE +ime-out
for latkihs me in 'H\e lavndry room. But it was
getting Pre-H'P/ late, and T knew it would look

bad if the S-I'r}hsers came home and T was still
locked inside.

So T started laakEhs for another way out. There
was a spare freezer black?hs a door to the back
deck, so T Pushe& with all my rnis}\-l' and gave
myse;”\jusi‘ e.housh room to Squeeze +]r\rou35r\ and
open the door.
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EoE2EE

Q

T+ was renlly cold outside, and T was ahly

weanhs a T—slnir-l' -:mcl ?qh-l's. 'I +rie& o aPeh
the front door, but it was locked.

T decided if T was gonha catch this kid of
3unr&, Td need the element of surprise. So
T walked around +he house and +ried all +he
windows on the first floor until T found one
that was uhlocked. T +hen Pus]nt& it open and

crawled inside.
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T landed headfirst in someone’s bedroom, and after
T looked around T realized it must be Laurel’s.

I X

Like T said, i+ was freethS cold outside, so T
needed to warm up before 30ih3 after Wesley. But
1 re.-:nll)/ regret 'l'ukr'hﬂ a few minutes to do that,
becauvse in the time T was in Lauvrel’s room, Mr.

[.=—)

and Mrs. 5-I'rih3er came home.




Ha?tfullf, we can all have a saa& chuckle about
+his story at some future Thanksgiving, too. But
T think i+ gonna be a while before Mr. 5+rih3tr
1S re;n&y +o ld;ualn about this one.

Ne&hes&nf
After Hawiha my chances with Laurel S-l'rihger,

5 Pre-l"i)/ much gave up onh Fihclihﬂ someohe ‘o
take 4o the dance. T+ ohly three &n?rs nwny,
and b)r how e:kfer?znhe who's going is nlrend?(
PnEre& vp with someone else. So T fisure& Td be
s?eh&ihs Su-l'ur&ny hisln-l' at home Pln?zihs video

games {J}( myself.

But 7es+er&ay Rawlty gave me Some hews after
one of Hs Dance Committee rnee-i'ihaﬁ -I')n:ri'
chuhst& EVERYTHING.
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He said Abisdil Brown was upset &urihs the
mee-l'ihg because the bc?f she was go;hﬂ WH'}\,
Michael Snmpiah, has a fnmily abléan-l'iah and had
+o cancel on her. So now Abisnﬂ has a dress and
ho ohe o 90 1o the dance with.

5 nN 7 71,
T~ gﬁ 77N W

So the s-l'n5e is set for me to Swoop in and be
the hero. T +old Rowla)z this was his b[s chance
‘o come 'ﬂ‘\rous}\ as m?/ wihsmnh dh& houk me up

with Abian?l.

The -I'Hhs S, Ab:sn;l doesn+ renlly know me, and
T kind of doubted shed 9o to the dance with a
person she doesnt know. So T +old Rawlay he
shauH tell Ab?gnﬂ ‘l')ne. -l'hre;a of us cnul& 90 +to '1'\'\&
dance TOGETHER as "ﬂrouP of friends.”

Rawle;z seemt& to léke -Hm-l' E&en because htls been
&a}hs all +his work on the Dance Committee and
&i&htl' )ndwe. uh;zahe; ‘o g0 wH’n, EE‘H‘\E‘.I".
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T 'FEsurecl +he three of uvs could 9o out Yo &Ehher,
and at the restauvrant Abigm'l would get to see
what a Sren-l' 3”)’ T was. B?/ the time we sa-!' to
+he dance, wed walk in as a couPle

The uhl?f ?roblam was that wed need a RIDE. T

washt about to ask Mom for one, because the
seats in our minivan are crusted with old Cheerios
nh& Gad knows w]nn‘l' else. P]us, "\avihs Mom n|ah3
on my date could be a 4otal disaster.

IT SEEMS LIKE
IT WAS JUST
YESTERDAY
THAT GREG WAS
IN DIAPERS!

T krewif T r‘en“y wanted to impress Abusml
T'd need to rent a limo, but those -i'lnmss cost a

FORTUNE. Then T had an idea.
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Rowley’s dad has a reully hice car, So 1 fisure& we
could 5&'1’ HIM 4o drive us. Abisn?l wouldnt even
have 4o know Mr. Jefferson was Rawlefs dad. T4
we didn+ 5&7 qh}!-l'lnihg, shed Juﬁ think he was a
Professfahnl driver. Mny{)e Tl even get him one of

those hats chauvffeurs wear, o ren'.l)/ sell the idea.

Of course, we wouldnt be able +o say ah)f-l'hiha to
MR. JEFFERSON, either. Me and him kind of

have a bad )nis-l'ory, and T m sure he wouldnt be

lookihs ‘o c}a me nhy extra favors.

T}\Ehss started -Fnll?hs into Plnr_e -l‘o&n;/. Rowle?f
talked o Abisdil, and she likes the whole "3rau1l>
of friends” idea. And on top of that, Mr.
Jefferson nsree& +o drive us to the dance.
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So how L'm kee?Ehs my -Fihsers crossed that
ha‘l’}\ihs will hnﬂ)en between now and Sn-l'urdn)r
night o screw things up.

Frida

ﬁﬁ Uncle Gury about -l'}\e &nhte, nh& he seems
even more excited about it than T am. He wanted
+o know all the details, like how mh)/ Pea\)le were
gohnha be there and if ﬂ\e)z hired a DJ. But T
didnt know the answers to his ques-l'iahs, because
Rowle?/‘s the one on the Dance Committee and
that stuff is kind of in his department.

T was more focused on fih&éhs Sane;'l‘Hhs to
WEAR. Uncle Gnry told me if T reully want o
impress my date, T should wear a suit. T went in
Rodrick’s closet and found a suit that he nc-hm”y
wore 1o one of Uncle Gnr)z‘s we&&?hgs.

7

b st
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T couldnt find an coloshe; in Rodrick’s Juhk
drawer, but T DID find a bottle of that bac}y

spray -l'}\tylr‘e ulwnys udVer-l'isEhs onl V. T was

a little nervous about uiihs it, 'I'}\oualn, because if
that stuff re:nll;r works like ‘H‘\E}f say in the ads,
'H'\th ‘tomorrow hEsh't' caul& be a hEs tmare.

M?I Great Uncle Bruce ?usse& away a few years
490, and T knew we had a box with some of his
?ermhnl stuff in the garage. T found a bottle of
his cologhe and tried a little on my wrist.

T+ made me smell exnc-l'l)/ like Great Uncle Bruce,
bt T ﬂsure its safer than usEhs that {Ja&?f sPrn)/.
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T even asked Dad +o take me 4o the Sracery
store, where T boush-i' a box of those Valentines
chocolates for A{Jrsml T never shouldve taken
+he ce“a?hnhe off +he box, -H\augh becavse T ve
nlrend?l hel\)ed m?fseJ-F to the buttercreams, peanut
clusters, and caramels.

Ho?efully, Abignil likes the coconut chocolates
nh& -I'he. ones -H‘m-l' taste like -I'ao-l'\'\?ns-l't, because
thats all +hat's renlly left at this point.

Sn-h;r'&n
Tahish-i' was the h}ah"r of the bis Valentine's Dny
&nhct, and it 30‘1‘ off t0 a REALLY raug}\ start.
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When T went over 4o Rawle:)f’s Nouse +o get

rtnc{y, T noticed he had little red bum?s on his
face that looked like quui‘!‘o bites. But then T
realized what those spots were: CHICKEN POX.

Ever since Evan Whitehead showed up at school
wH'h chkeh pox a few weeks 490, ts been
s?rm&r'hg like wildfire in my class.

'ﬂ\is Pas-l' week four bays were sent home by +he
school nurse. T'm pre sure one of those SU){S
wads -I'lne Mnd Puh-l'ser', because +}~.er’e \\n‘veh’-i' been
nhy ?nh-l'sEhﬂ incidents since Tuesdn?f.
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Tve heard chicken pox are SUPER contagjous,
and whenever a kid gets them, theyre not allowed
+o come back +o school for a week. But T couldnt
afford 4o have Rowley out of commission for even
one NIGHT. He was my ride o the dance, and
T knew that if his mom and dad didnt let him
90, then T couldnt 90, either.

T +old Rawle;z he had the chicken pox, bt T
?rabnbbf should ve broken the news to him slowl?/

nstead of all at once.

Rowle?f was gohha go s-l'rn;ah-l' downstairs and tell
his parents, but T +old him 4o calm down and wed
-Fr'sure 'I')nES out 'l'oﬂeﬂ'\er.
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T said if he could JuS‘l’ get 'l’\'\r‘aus)n +he hish'i'
without +e|l§h5 nhyahe, Td owe him for the res+
of my life. All he needed to do was cover up his
chicken pox and not make a big stink 4o his
Par&h-l's. We'd both go +o the dance and have a
great time, and no one would even have to know.

But Rawle;z was Yoo freaked out to think
E'I'r‘dEs\'\'l', nh& I \‘m& o 3?#: him two coconut
chocolates o qu?e-l' him down.

Now that Rawlty knew he had the chicken pox,
he was going CRAZY with the itching. So T
sa‘l' some socks out of )nES &re;sser nh& PU']' 't')hem

on his hands.
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T fnsura& Rawleys mom and dad robnblr knew
what chicken pox looked like and we had to find
a wn7 to cover them up- So we went into his
Pnren't's‘ bathroom and looked 'H'\raus\'\ his Moms
mnkev\) kit to see if there was nh?r-l'hhs we could
use. 1 found some stuff called “concealer,” and
-I'hdrl' SGUHJE& about rrﬂln'i' ‘o me.

T used a little brush T found in a drawer and
then tried to cover up +he Prnblem areas on

Rowlefs face.

But you could +a-l'nl| tell that Rowley was wearing
mukeuP So T srnbbe& a silk scarf f)t/’am the

top of Mrs. Jeffersons dresser and +old Rowle7
‘o Pu-l' i+ on and cover up around his mouth.

ﬂneh I ho-l'ice& he hn& a few chickezh pox on Hs
FOREHEAD, so T found a beach hat in his moms
closet nhc} hn& Hm PU".’ 'l'\'\n-l' on, too.
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I'm hot gohha Sd?l Rowh)l Iaoke& 'l'a"h:l“{ hormal,

but at least you couldnt tell he had +the chicken pox.

T kind of held my breath when we got into the
car, but T +think Mr. Jefferson \juS‘l‘ 'l'}\aussn'i'
Rowhfs getup was some kind of middle school
fashion 'l’]nfhg, and he didnt sn?/ a word.

Wheh I aPthe& -I']ne. back daar ‘o Se-l' n, I was
Preﬁy SUrPriie& to find Rowle;r‘s old booster seat
-l'nkihg up ohe of the sPa-i's.

168



T asked Row|a7 w}\y he still had a booster seat in
his dad’s car, and he said 'H‘\E?f Ju5+ never took it
out once he 50'!’ bEﬂ ehoush for the r‘tsulnr seat.
But come 1o think of T, Tve nlwu75 '1+10u3\‘\+
Rawhy seemed a little 400 +all whenever he drove
1:7 with his -deﬂ?l.

SR
Nl

T knew we had to take that ﬂ‘ﬁhs out before we
went to PEck up Ab?anil, because a limo camPnh7

would never have a booster seat in one of its cars.
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But fau needed to be some kind of an ethheer +to
-Fisure out how 4o undo the c|ﬁ5? on +ha+ +}1Eh3.
B}( +ha+ point we were nlrm&y late Pitkiha up
Abism'l, so we had to Just leave it.

When we ?ulla& into Abisnﬂ‘s &rhrewaf, T asked
Mr. Jefferson to }\ahk 'l')ne )nar'n to let ]ner‘ know

we were -l‘hert.

But Mr. Jefferson wouldnt honk the )narh,
because he said that's no wuy to treat a nlnéy.“
He said one of us was gohha have 4o 90 +o her
front door and “escort’ her.

Rawle?/ started to get out, but T realized this
was mpz {JEﬂ chd.hce +o make a saa& first imPressiah

on Aﬁam‘l. So T walked up o the house and
khockt& oh 't')ne &aar.
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KNOCK = \ -
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But Abism'l didn* come o the front door—her
DAD did. APP”E“H)” Mr. Brown is a state

"I'r‘oaPer‘, or he JuS‘i‘ likes dressEhs vp like one.

Mr. Brown said AbEsnil was vpstairs getting rencly
and shed be down in a minute.
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He told me to come inside and have a seat while
T waited. T+ felt like we were sitting there an
HOUR waiting for Abigail to come downstairs,
and T really didn+ like +he look of +he handcuffs
{mcl on his bel+.

Mr. Brown

1 f[ha“)f decided this was way +oo much stress for
a Valentine's Dny dance and was rencl)z +o bail out.
But ris}\-l' as T went to leave, Abiﬂd?l came down
the stairs.

|-

—
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The first thing T noticed was that Abigail was
wearing a renll}f ?na-F)r dress, and T knew there
was ho way the three of us were gohha fit in
the backseat of Mr. Jefferson's car. But there
was o way T was sitting in Rowlefs booster
seat, either, so T volunteered to ride vp front.
Besides, T knew Mr. Jefferson had heated
front seats, so L -FEgurecl T rnEgh-l' as well take
n&uqh-l'nge of that.

Mr. Jefferson had a Pilt of papers in the
passenhger seat becavse T guess he was Pluhhihs on
&aEhS his taxes or vam-l')nEhs while he was waiting
for us at+ the dance.

T+ was too much of a hassle to move all that
stuff, so T decided o J'us-l' hoP in the wuy back

of the car so we could get on with the hish-l'.
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Abisd;l didnt seem too bothered b)( the fact that
Rowley was sitting in a booster seat, and T 'm
?re-H')/ sure she -I'\\aush-!' Ke was Ju5+ &aihs it as
a Joke.

But humor is kind of MY +3r\ih3, and T wasnt
about to let Rowhy steal my +hunder.

RS
- 7~ HE'S NOT ™\
~X { BEING FUNNY |

\,_ ON PURPOSE! /

-
e R g

T+ got kind of quiet in the car, so T asked

Mr. Jefferson if he could turn on the radio. But
ihsh:a& of ?u-l"ﬁhs on Some music, lne. 'h.rhec} in to
some burihs +alk radio station, and thats what we
had 4o listen to for the rest of the ride.

174



THE DOW JONES INDUSTRIAL
AVERAGE FELL O.3 PERCENT
ON NEWS OF THE FEDERAL

RESERVE RAISING
INTEREST RATES. THAT WON'T

HELP MY
INVESTMENT
PORTFOLIO!

L
———

T pre sure he Jus-l‘ did that because he was
nhha}zecl d called him “Driver.”

Rowhy and Abisail sn'i' into a conversation, but
T was right next 4o the speakers in the back
and T couldnt ren“)z hear what -I'hay were snyihs.

WHAT'S SO
FUNNY, GUYS?
{ IDSST PSST‘ =S, HEE. HEE
\_  PSST 57 dg:
/
S
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When Mr. Jefferson Pulled over, L ﬂmusH' we were
at ‘Hwe restavrant. But wejd s-h::PPed at a rePair

sha? to Pick vp Mr. Jefferson’s vacuum cleaner.

A‘l‘ +hat Pnih‘l‘ T wished T4 Jusi' caus"\ecl up
the money for a limo, because a ?rofessiahul
driver wouldnt have run errands on +he way to
the restavrant.

BuB > VALUUIVI i
REPAIRS i

T'd made a reservation at S?r'fsao's, which is that
'Fahr.?( restavrant Mom and Dad are nlwn?/i +n|kih3
about. T knew it mig‘ﬁ’ be a litte Pricey, but T4
saved vp a lot of money from chores and T reall

wanted to impress Abisnil by laokihs like a bia shot.
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When we Pulle& into the ?drkihs lot, Mr.
Jefferson aPe;hecl the back for me. But when
1 got out, my suit was covered in all these

reasy smears from the vacuum cleaner.
greasy

T didnt want to look like a slob, so T Just lef+ my
Jackeﬁ' n ﬂ\e car, and we went into ‘H‘\E‘. restavrant
+03e+her. T was }\oPihs Rowley would take a hint
and 5+u7 back with his dad, but he came r'Eah-f

n|ah3 w['l'\‘\ us.

5}9}*@0’5




SPrisaojs was a LOT fancier than T +\wnu3h+
it would be. When we walked in, the host +old
us this was an "uPsmle establishment” and +hat
gentlemen were requEre.-d to wear sports Jncke+s.

But -I'\\ere wasS ho wny I wads gohhd wear mf &Er—fy
surt Jnckﬁ', so T asked the host if he could
J'us-l' make an e:-cce.?-ﬁah this one time. He said he
couldnt but that the restavrant had spare sports
Jn:ke+5 T could borrow. The one he gave me was a
li+te big, but T put it on anyway.
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When we sat down T noticed a terrible smell
and tried o fisure out where i+ was camfhs from.
Then T realized i+ was coming from ME. T guess
that loaner \jnckﬁ' had been used {:7 a hundred
different PeoPle without ever be:ihg washed.

o A&

T didnt want +o smell like s:rmeba&;z else’s bu&y
odor c{ur’ih& &ihhtr, so L excused meE]-F ‘o 90 +to
the bathroom and scrubbed +he sports \jdcke-i"s
underarms with Soap and water, then dried them

with the hand &rfer.

(NROOp,

— L

. e
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Well, that Just made i+ WORSE, because the
heat activated the B.O. and it sPrea&.

That was it for me. T +old AbEﬂnEl and Rowley
+his Pluce was for Phahizs and we should Just
take off.

T lef+ my Jncke-l' with the host at +he front,
and the three of us walked out +he door. T said
mnybt we should JuS'l’ skJP dinner and 90 rEa\'\'l' to
the dance, but Abiﬂd?l said she was renll)/ huhar?/,
and Rawlt)f said HE was starving, oo.
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The ahly other restavrant in the area was Corh)z's,
and T told +hem there was no way T was going
THERE. But Rawle?z said he renllpz likes +he
dessert bar at Corhyli, and Abisnﬂ said that
sounded soac} to her.

T was reullpl starting to regret hn‘».f[hs Rawlef
alohs on this date, because if all he was gonha do
was take Ab&anills side, Td get outvoted e.-ver)/
single time. But T didnt want to make a big deal
about it in the middle of my date, so T just bit
my lip and we walked three blocks +o Corhyls.

Luckily, T remembered about the tie issve before
we walked in the front door, and T stuffed mine
n my back Pocke:l' at the last second.
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But T didnt have time to warn Rawley, S0 now
Kis tie is a ?ermnheth-l' Pnr-l' of the Wall of Shame.

LET ME TAKE —
CARE OF THAT =

FOR YA, PARDNER!
/4

Carh)(‘s was a total ZOO. MY {nmﬂy usmlly goes
on a waekhisjn-l', but its a whole different scene on

) Sﬁ-l'urc{n}(.
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ﬂ\e saa& hews was -Hm-l' since we &ic}h‘-l' \wve dh)l
little kids with us, +he7 didnt seat us in Children's
Alley. But the “adult” section of Carhfs washt a
whole lot better. All that separates the 4wo sides

IS Some slnss, and we got seated rish-l' hext 1o a
'an'l)f with a bunch of wild kids.

T asked our waitress if we could move, and she
made a sour face and took our stuff +o another
table. But+ T wish we had \jus-l' s-l'n)fed where

we were, becauvse our new situation washt an

Em? rovemendt.
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T didnt want to ask the waitress 4o move us a
SECOND +ime, because the last person yau want
+o make mad is the person who's Str\riha )(au )(aur‘
food. So T Ptrt' a r.au?h of menus up dsnihﬁ the
window to block my View.

Our waitress broush-f us corn dm’\:s, and Rowle
took the socks off his hands so he could eat. %
didnt think i+ was such a great idea for all of us
+o be SrnbbEhs cHPs out of the same basket while
Rnwle?/ had the chicken pox, so 1 ke.?i' it near me.

E‘very time Rawle;r looked like he wanted a cHP, e
Pus)ne.-cl one 1o him with a straw.
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T couldnt remember if the chicken pox is airborne,
so whenever Rowle;r talked T held my breath Just

to be sure.

A+t one point he +told us a renlly |oh3 s-l'ar?( about
Same-i'hiha +ha+ \\n\)?che& to him last summer, and
b)z the end T almost Pnsse& out.

...AND THAT'S WHY MY
FAMILY WILL NEVER RENT )
THAT BEACH HOUSE AGAIN!

T +old Aﬂgn}l and Rowle.?l t+hat T was Pn)lihs for
dinher so -H\e:)z should get whatever they wanted.
T was -l'r)dha to show off a little for bisnil by
+\'\rawih8 rn?f moht;{ around.
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But when the waitress came back, Abisnil ordered
TWO nPPe-Hz.e.ri, and so did Rowle?f.

The waitress couldht vnderstand what Rowley
was sn)fihs because of his smzmlrfJ 'l']noualn, and he
?ulle& it down to syenk. But when he did, a sihgle
molecule of spit flew in the air and landed on my
bot+om IEP.

T let my Jaw go -l'a-l'all)z slack so the molecule
wouldn+ 3{‘:‘1‘ ihto m?f mouth. T 4ried +o S'hny calm
on the outside, but on the inside T was totally
-Frtd;kihs out.
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T wanted o wipe rR/ IEP with my hd?kih, bot T4
dra?Ped it on the floor and couldn® reach it. So
T waited vntil A{:'Eau}l was distracted and then
wEPe& my IEP on her sleeve.

HAVE YOU
/~ ( DECIDED ON A /
MAIN COURSE?

We P|nce& our order, and T asked for a ?|nih
hnmburser to save mhe.)f. Abisnﬂ ordered the
T—bahe sﬂuk, which is the most ex\aehswe item on
+he menu, and Rawle;/ got the same -I'th even
'I‘}\ausln T was 'h")(iha ‘o Sishd| for Nim 4o order
Scrme-l')niha t\'\td?.

I'LL HAVE WHAT THE
LADY IS HAVING!
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W}\&h our 'Faod came out, mf hdmburser‘ \'\dc}

let+tuce and tomato on T, because at Carh?z’s -H‘\ey
ALWAYS 3&'!' ?fm.rr' order wrohg. T +ook off the
lettuce and tomato, but there was myohmEse on

m?f burser, +oo.

When our waitress came around again, T +old
her T'd ordered a burstr with ha-ﬂ'\iha onh it. So
she took a haPkEh and Just wiPe& +he mnyohthse
off, then left the napkin right in the middle of
the table.

T lost my appetite after that. But even if T
WAS huhﬂry, 1 ?rabnbl)f wouldnt have finished

mf meal nhywuy. 1f )mu clean your Fln-l'e at
Corhy':s, -i']nertl:s a Pir.-l'ure at the bottom -I'hn-i' I
rea“)f cant stand.
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T Just sat there and waited while Ab@nﬂ and
Rowley ate their steaks, and when -Hw.)f finished
T SEShnle& for the waitress to come over so L

could pay +he bill.

But then Rawley and Ab?snil said +he;>( wanhted
dessert. ﬂ'\ﬂ whole reason we came +o Carhfs n
+lne first Pluce was for -H\e. &esser-l' bar, whid\
comes free with your meal. But of course Rowle

and Ab}snil each wanted to order a SPECIAL
dessert off the menu, which costs extra.
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T got vp and found our waitress to tell her i+ was
Rawleyls bEr’-i']n&uP/, becavse T knew then hed get
a free dessert. So a few minutes later the waiters
and waitresses all came out and sahg "HnPPy

Bir—f}\&ny“ to Rowle)f and gave Nim his free cake.

{3 HAPPY BIRTHDAY T
| HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU |

@)
S
=
&

A{Jisnﬂ still ordered a +rEP|e—|nzer chocolate

cheesecake, which she ahl)/ took two bites out of.

When the bill came, T couldnt BELIEVE how
much i+ was. T had to use all the money in m

wallet, and T even had to ?ull out the five dollars
I was kte?Eha in m)f sock in case of an emersthc)f.
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The waitress wouldnt +ake +he mohey T had in my
sock because it was a little wet, so T had to 90
out 1o the car and ask Mr. Jefferson if he had a
five-dollar bill he could 4rade.

’

When T got back to the table, Rawle){ and
Abiaail were in the middle of a conversation, and
it seemed to me like ﬂ\ey were sitting a little
closer than when T4 lef+.
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I ﬂ'\oua*ﬂ' about sivihs Abisni] a l’\edds—u? H\dﬂ'
she miah*f want to keeP her distance from Rawh?(,

but T was afraid she'd bail on the date if she
found out about the chicken pox.

The three of us got back in the car, and Mr.
Jefferson drove us 4o school and &r’aPPed vs off
at the front door. He gave Rawley a biﬁ 1"”3’
which T'm sure seemed PreH‘)r weird o Abisnil i
she +hnu3'n+ he renlly was a Pr'mfessiaml driver.

HAVE A

WONDERFUL
TIME!

/
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The theme of the dance was "Midhia}ﬁ in Paris,’
and T have to admit the Dance Committee did a
Pr’eﬁ-l‘)/ Saod Job. ﬂ‘\e 3}’” was decked out to look
like a street in France. There was a loh3 table set
up with Puhc];\ and shacks, and there was even a
chocolate fountain with strawberries for dE?PihS.

| L(AL[L] |AIVU|U|K
—J L] — LI JL L1 ]

We handed over our tickets and then 9ot in line
for P‘\o‘l'as. Each couPle had their Pidur’e taken in
front of a backdr’n? of Paris.
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\hﬂ\eh it was our turn, I stood WH“\ Abi&di] and
+he Pl’\ﬂ‘l‘ﬂﬁ!"n?her SthPE.d our P}\o-h::. But T wish
T4 known Rawle?z was gohna get in the picture
WITH us, becavse T would've \juﬁ SkiP?ed .

‘N n(igﬁf n (Pris

Valentine's Dance

Samrl‘hih& about the DJ looked familiar +o me,
and when T got closer T realized it was Uncle
Gnry. Don+t even ask me how HE got the ‘job.
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Uncle Gnr?f mustve seen it as an oP?or*I'uhH‘?f ‘o
unload his T-shirts on my classmates. T+ was dark
in the 3}’"" so kids didnt know -H\e.?z were 3e++ih3

ri?Ped off.

SOUVENIR
T-SHIRTS

Q 85 O

One minute Abisd.il wds $+nhdih3 r'is‘\‘l‘ hext to me,
and the next she was gohe. 1 -ﬁhally sPo'H-ed Ker on
the other side of the gyr ‘|'dlk|"n3 with her friends.

T walked over 1o them, but before T 9ot +here
ﬂ'\e?/ all went into the airlsj bathroom +03e+}\er.
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T have no idea what it is about 3ir|s that makes
them g0 +o the bathroom in groups, but SQME‘H\EHS
about it thPehEhﬁ NOW renll?( made me nervous.

T didnt know what Abiﬁﬂil ‘ﬂ\aua*ﬁ of me, but 1
ﬁsur’ed she was ?robnbly telling her friends ri3h+
at that moment. ‘ﬂwe boys' bathroom is rigl\‘f hext
+o the 3irl$' in the gym so T went in there and
Pressed my ear to the wall.

/ ?E‘D

T could hear a lot of gisalihg, but T couldnt
really make out the conversation because of all the
racket in ﬂ'\e bn){s‘ bn-l-hr’num.
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T 4ried to 3t+ ?eo?lt +to s+oP mkih& hoise, but

it was no use.

== ]
—

T+ so‘f qUEE‘l' on the other side of the wall, so L
walked back into the gy and Abiaail and her
friends were over b?( +he Punc}\.

At 7:50, Uncle Gdl’}f turned up +he music, and it
looked like +he dance was gonna get started for
real. But that's when some people my Gramma's age
started #Eck“hs in.
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B?f 8:00 there must have been a hundred of them
crowded around the entrance. ‘n\ere was Some sort
of commotion between one of the teachers and a
few of the senior citizens, so T got closer to see

whn‘f was Saihs on.

The senior citizens claimed ﬂ\efd booked the gy
for a town meeting about +the new Senior Center.
Mrs. Sheer 4old +hem she reserved the ym for
the dance two weeks ago.

But the seniors said ﬂ\e?/ reserved it 4wo MONTHS
490, and +l'\ey had +he PnPerwork to prove it

The Senior Center PeoPle said us kids were gohha
have 4o clear out of the gym so Hwe?( could have

-Hwei r meeﬁhg.
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But then some of +he Sirls on the Dance
Committee got in on +he conversation, and it

looked like i+ was about to 3ﬁ‘l’ usl?!.

Just when it seemed like a ﬁg\'ﬁ' was gonhha break
out, Mrs. Sheer susses-l'ed a compromise. She said
we could put vp the partition in the middle of the
gym and the seniors could have their meeting oh one
half and us kids could have our dance on the other.

,—PARTITION

SENIOR
CENTER
MEETING

( ) DANCE

o —— -
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E.varybo&)f seemed to be able to live with that
E&en, and the Jnhi+ar Pu-l' up +he Pnr-l‘f-ﬁah.

«p

Lasihg half of the Syrn was kind of a bummer, but
what killed the mood was the LIGHTS. Theres
ohly one switch for the overhead |is)n+5 in +he
%{m, and -l'he;f had to be either all on or all off.

e senior citizens wnh-t'e:& -H\err- oh for -IJneir
meeting, so that was the end of the "Midnight in
Parisn vibe over on our SE&E chf ‘l')na sym.

J%q J@‘ J%“ f%ﬁ f@"
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The brES}\-l' lEgh-l's were bad for Uncle Gnry, +oo,
because now all +he kids who bnugh‘l’ shirts from

him could see -l'}\e.)f'& gotten rEPPe& off, and -l'}\e.)f
started &emn&?hs their mhe;/ back.

SOUVENIR
T-SHIRTS

Uncle Gnry tried to distract eVerynhe b)i turhing

+he music vp, and a lot of Peo\::le hit +he dance
floor.
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The airls danced in a br‘s group ih the middle of
+he Iy Everf once in a while a avy would -I'r?( Yo
dance his way into the grovp, but the SErls had
formed a kind of wall that ke:?-l' the ba;zs out.

T didnt really understand that until T 4ried

to make a move to break into the circle and 301‘

-l'a-l'nll;z blocked.

LA-CHI CHA-CHI
cHA-CHA!

One of the seniors came over o our side of the
gym and camPlnihe& that the music was too loud
nh& it hte.&e& to be -l'urhe:d wny &awh.

g ——
£ B
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So Uncle Gnr)z lowered the volume b}/ about 80%,
and then we could hear e‘sfery word of +he Senior

Center me.e.-ﬁhﬂ.

LET THE RECORD SHOW THAT MRS. FISHBURN
HAS SECONDED THE MOTION TO HAVE A
COFFEEMAKER IN THE KITCHENETTE.

[\

~

That didn seem 4o bother the girls, though. A
lot of them took out their Pers::hul muSic P|a7er5
and \juﬁ' ktP-i' dnhcihg.
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B}J that PaEh‘l’ most of the {:'075 had had ehoush.
All that time being on their best behavior around
the s;rls had taken its toll, and a lot of the auys
JUS".’ +o+nl|7 cut loose.

Mrs. Sheer and the rest of the cthemhes tried

+o calm the bays down, but it was hcr?elﬁs. T+
was o ren”y wild scene, and it was n-:+un|l>/ getting
a ltte &nhse;raus.

—,[: 'l'hnush-l' about Snihg over {))f ‘I')ne blanchers ‘o
se-l' out of everyohe's wnf, but at -ﬂm-l' moment

the Mad Pantser struck again and T decided T
was better off where T was.
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E very once in a while, a few latecomers would walk
in and turn r;ﬂh-l' back around when -H\e?r Saw
what was \mP?ahihs in the 3)’"" But at around
9:00, Michael Snrv-.?smn walked in hal&:’hs hands
with Cherie Bt“nhser.

Michael was the ba;{ Ab}guﬂ was SUPPOSED 4o
90 +o the dance WH'}\, bt T guess his "'Fﬂmily
obligation” story was just a lie.
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Ah& Ju&sih& from the look on his -cht, T dont

After that, i+ was Just a whole lot of drama.
Michael took off and left his date behind, and
Abisn}l spent the next half hour bnwl;hs Ker eyes
out in the corner of the s)frn.

T did what T could o }\el? make Al)isuil feel
be-H*er, but she kind of had a crowd around )ner,
so L'm not sure she nc-t'un“)f noticed.
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Right about that time, the Senior Center meeting
wrn\)?ed up, nhcl a few of -I'he seniors s-l'nr-i'e&
cir‘;'F-Hha over to our side of the Sym and }‘\e|‘3ih3
themselves to the refreshments.

ﬂ‘\e:)/ went -I'\\rnusln the strawberries Pre.-l'-l'?/ quick,
and then there was ho-l*lnihg for Pto?le +to &i? n
+he chocolate fountain.

(c/A(F[E[ |AMIo|
P T
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:'t“fl"
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-
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So kids started s-I'Eckihs their f.’hse;rs &irec-l'ly n
the fountain, and it was Carhfi all over again.

LI IRy
6:)_' &os ;ﬂw: ' <

One kid lost a contact lens in the chocolate
fountain, and Mrs. Sheer had everyone stand back
so she could fish it out when i+ c?fclr:& back +hr‘ou3h.

A(FIE| |AIM/D|UIR
P W

Ll

Since the meeting was over, Uncle Gnr‘y turned
-H\e music back up.
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But the old folks started mk?hs sohg re.ques-l's,
and the next -H\ihs you knew, our Valentines Duy

&nhtt wasS ovVerrun {Jy senior citizens.

€L Just watched eVery-IJnihs Pld?z out from my spot
against +he back wall, wah&erihs w’ny T4 even
wanted o go to the dance in the first ?lnca. 1
was also starting to regret not wearing the bo&;{
sPrn)f T found in Rodrick’s Juhk clrnwf:r, because
Great Uncle Bruce's cologhe was attracting PeoPle
outside F"'l)f age group.

209



T+ was almost 10:00, and Uncle Gnry ahhounced
+hat the next sohg would be the last one of the
hEsln-I'. When the music started ?lnyihs, a few

kids PnEre& up and walked out on the dance floor
as cauPlts, which was the first time that had
hn\v?ehe& all hEs}\-l'.

T couldnt wait for the song to end, because this
dance was a total disns-l'er, and T Ju5+ wanted
‘o 90 home and Pld)/ some Video games so T could
erase the whole experience from my brain.

Bu-l'\juﬁ‘l' when T ‘l'hausln'l' -I'Hhﬂs couldnt 3&‘]‘ nhy
worse, 'I: Saw Ruby Bird d.hd she wa$ comih3 ris}rt'

for me.
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T didn+ know if she was gonha ask me to dance
or if T4 somehow done Sameﬂﬁ;ha +o make her
mn&, but T did not want to end vp seﬁEhs
bitten at+ a middle school dance.

T looked for some way to escape, bot T was
+rn?\7e&. Luckily, Abéanil walked rish-l' out of the
bathroom at that exact moment, and T Srubbe&
her hand Jus-l' before Rub?f got to me.

R
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Abisuil‘s mnkeuP was & mess from all the -:ryihg,,
but T didn+ ren”.y care. 1 was Just }\a\)?y Yo
hn\re ah excuse ‘o St-l' nwn){ from Rub)f Ahd to be
Konest with you, T +hink Ab;anEl Was }m\)?y +to
see me, too, so L led her to an em?i')/ spot on
the dance floor.

T'd never slow-danced with a sErl before, so T
didn+ know where T was SUPPosed to ?”+ m;z
hands. She put Kers on my shoulders, and 1

put mihe in my pockets, but that felt kind of
dumb. So we met in the middle, and that seemed
about rr'g\'ﬁ'.

Then T noticed something on Abigail's chin. T+
was a little red {)umP that looked EXACTLY like

one of Rawley‘s chicken pox.
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Naw, before I sny w\\n-t' hn\)?ehe& hext, let me
Just exle'h n my defense that T was n|rend>l on
e&se about the whole chicken pox -I'Hhs.

But T admit, T MAY have overreacted a little.

I‘l‘ turns out it WASN'T d‘\icken pox, ﬂ\ouah. I+

was just a P;m?le. When Abignil was cr;n'hs, Ker
mnktu? mustVe wnshe& off her c\m’h.

Ahywny, T know that NOW, but nh)/ahe: n rn?i

shoes Prabnbly would Ve reacted the same exact way

T did.
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But T dont think Abisml saw i+ that way, because
on the ride home she wasn+ real chaH?/ with me.

When we ?ulled up to AbESairs house, Rowley
walked her 4o the front door. That was fine with
me, because i+ gave me a chance to finish of £ the
rest of the chocolates. And after the h?sln‘l' 1.
Just had, T was -I'a-I'nll)( STARVING.
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WE&hES&d},’
A lot has l’\n\)?ehed since the Valentine's Pny dance.

A few clnfs g0 Uncle Gnry boug’n-l' a bunch of
scratch tickets with the mohey he made selling
T-shirts, and one of his tickets was a far-l')z—
thousand-dollar winner. So he ?nEd Dad the mohey
\'\t awe& Hm, wEshecl me luck wH'h -l'}\e ulnclies," nhcl
moved out of the house.

=
\ 772,

The other 5;3 news is that T got a full-blown
case of the chicken pox.
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I can+ Sd?/ for sure hnw :t sa'l' -I'lnErn, but I
renll)/ hnpe it wasn+t from Rowle;/, becauvse T'm not
that crazy about the idea of a bunch of Rawlt)f’s
virus cells drH'dckEha my immuhe 575']’&1*-1.

)

Tm Pre-l'-l?/ sure T DIDN'T get the chicken pox
from Rowley, 'l’haus\'\. TVve seen him walkiha to
school the past few cld?fs, and from what T can

tell, he's been wearing his mom's mkeu? on his
chin. So T +think those red bumPs miah-l"ve been
Fim\)lts, Just like Ab?snﬂ’s.

And sPtnkihS of Rowlr:?f and Ab;ﬂnﬂ, T hKeard
that the two of them are a couple how. All T can
sn7 is if that's trve, i+ makes Rowle;z +he wors+
wingmah ih )nEs-I'ar)f.
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I'm SU?Pose& ‘o S'I'd.f hame from sc"\oal for at
least a week. The aoad news is +hat with everyohe
out of the }\ause, T can take |ahs baths without

nh?mhe ba-i')ner[hs me.

But T will admit all that floating around isnt as
Sran-i' as T remember i, and after J'us-l' an hour

?/aur skin 5&1‘5 all erhH?/. So don+t ask me how T
lived +hat way for nine months.

Plus, T get a little lonel baihs b?z mysel-l: all duy.

Or at least T THINK T'm alone. To&uy T Kad a
fresh towel next to the +ub, and when T aPahe&

m?f eyes it was gone.

So either Some{}a&yls mas:sihs with me, or \_Tahhh?(
Cheddar is at it nsnEh.
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Love is in the air—but what
does that mean for Greg

Heffley?

A Valentine's Day dance at
Greg's middle school has
turned his world upside
down. As Greg scrambles
to find a date, he's worried
he'll be left out in the cold
on the big night. His best

friend, Rowley, doesn't have

any prospects either, but that's a small consolation.

An unexpected twist gives Greg a partner for the dance and leaves
Rowley the odd man out. But a lot can happen in one night, and in the
end, you never know who's going to be lucky in love.
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